
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School       

   Half Term Overview Planner     

Year 3      Rainforests                                              Spring 1 2022-2023             Teacher: Mrs Harrison and Mrs Hodgson 
Burn 2 learn will be weaved into learning where appropriate                                                                                           

 

 WK 1  4 days 

3.1.23 

WK 2 9.1.23 
Let Culture Loose Day 

WK 3 16.1.23 WK 4 23.1.23 WK 5 30.1.23 WK6 6.2.23 
Children’s Mental 

Health Week 

RE  

Big Concept: 

Sacrament 

of 

Reconciliation 

 
Key scripture:  

-Hosea 11:1-3) 

-The parable 

of The Lost 

Sheep 

(Matthew 18: 

10–14) 

-Zacchraus the 

tax collector -

Luke 19:1-10 

Matthew 

22:37-39 

 

Sticky knowledge and key vocabulary: 

• God is a loving Father and will always forgive us, e.g. The Lost Sheep 

• Reconciliation is one of the seven Sacraments which can be received more than once. 

• The Sacrament of Reconciliation has a sequence.  

• Jesus’ teachings on forgiveness are found in the Gospels. 

• Jesus calls us to change: Zacchaeus and The Lost Son. 

Key vocabulary : Jesus, Zacchaeus, change, behaviour, sinner, celebration, love, forgive, sorrow, sorry, forgiveness, reconciliation, confess, 

sacrament, Reconciliation, act of sorrow 

 

Links to prior learning: 

-Children have experiences the parable of the lost sheep in worship. 

-In the Christian Family topic, we discussed God’s love and how the children have felt this love before.  

 

Social/Cultural links 

Is it always easy to forgive? Discuss how it can take time to forgive and different people show they are sorry/ forgive in different ways e.g. some 

will want a hug and some won’t..  
Have the opportunity 

to understand what it 

means to make wrong 

choices. Reflect on 

how wrong choices 

affect us and other 

people. 
 

Begin with the song ‘love 

your neighbour’. Link this 

to children’s experiences 

of singing this in 

assembly all the time- 

but what does it mean? 

Children have time to 

respond.  

 

Children will consider 

times that they have 

done wrong to 

friends/family. They will 

draw a cartoon strip to 

Have the 

opportunity to know 

how Jesus called 

people to turn away 

from sin. Think 

about why this is 

important. 
 

Children explore the 

story of Zaccheus 

through drama and hot 

seating. They children 

will then write speech 

bubbles for what people 

around would have said, 

what Jesus said, what 

Zaccheaus would have 

said and what they would 

have said if they had 

been there.  

Have an opportunity 

to understand that 

God always loves us. 

Think of how 

important this love is 

for us. 
 

Together we will share 

the story of ‘The Lost 

Sheep.  

Discuss what this story 

symbolises.  

Chn to create a puppet 

show to retell this story. 

At the end of the 

puppet show they will 

explain what this means 

and how this shows God’s 

love for us.  

 

Share the Hosea 11:1-3) 

Have an opportunity 

to know what the 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation means. 

Reflect on God’s love 

and forgiveness. 
 

Show chn picture from 

pupil book p50), Children 

are all misbhevaing.  

Children will write down 

what the children would 

confess to and the 

advice that they would 

give them. Children will 

make links to scripture 

here.  

 

 

Have an opportunity to know what happens 

during the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Think about what this Sacrament does for 

us. 

 

Children will create a leaflet about 

reconciliation. They will have an 

introduction to explain what reconciliation 

is then they will split it into a guide for 

what they should do: before confession, 

at confession, after confession.   

 

 



show what happened, 

how they resolved it and 

how forgiveness was 

shown. Children can also 

make up their own ideas.  

English 
Key Core text 

The Tin Forest 

by Helen Ward 

 
 

Milestone 2 To write with purpose and punctuate correctly 

 

To make predictions about a text. 

Recap expanded noun phrases and identify them in the text. 

Recap on adverbs (ly) 

Apostrophes for singular possession 

Plurals (children have misconception of writing apostrophes rather than adding s or es 

Prepositions 

Description of the rainforest 

Planning, writing and editing a letter.  

Purple punctuation pen correction tasks weaved into learning 

Milestone 2 To write with purpose and 

punctuate correctly 

To present writing 

Key Core Poet 

Grace Nichols 

Key book alongside 

Tiger, Tiger Burning Bright 

 
Study Grace Nicols poems- For Forest 

Read, perform and discuss poem.  

Powerful verbs 

Diamante poem 

Plan, write and edit a poem about the 

rainforest using the senses. 

Finish any writing in non 

core 

Address any 

misconceptions. 

Maths Milestone 2 To add and subtract 

To add and subtract 1s ,To add and subtract 10s, To add and subtract 100s 

To add and subtract 1s,10s and 100s crossing 10 and 100 

To add and subtract (no exchange), To add and subtract with exchanging 

To estimate answers. To find the inverse operation (addition/subtraction) 

To solve addition and subtraction problems 

 

Milestone 2: Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables. (taught by FH Mon-Tues) 

Interpreting pictograms.  

Presenting data in pictograms.  

Answering 1-2 step questions (for example, ‘How many more?’ and ‘How many fewer?’) using information presented in scaled bar charts, pictograms and tables. 

Interpreting bar graphs.  

Presenting information in bar graphs.  

Answering 1-2 step questions (for example, ‘How many more?’ and ‘How many fewer?’) using information presented in scaled bar charts, pictograms and tables. 

 



 Science sticky knowledge 
 We see objects because our eyes can sense light. 

 Dark is the absence of light.  

 We cannot see anything in complete darkness.  

 Some objects, for example, the sun, light bulbs and candles are sources of light.  

 Objects are easier to see if there is more light. Some surfaces reflect light. 

 The light from the sun can damage our eyes and therefore we should not look directly at the sun and can protect our eyes by wearing 

sunglasses or sunhats in bright light. 

 Shadows are formed when an object blocks the light 

Key vocabulary  

 light, light source, sun, sunlight, dangerous, object, block, opaque, transparent, dark, surface reflect, reflection 

Key scientist Sir David Attenborough  

 

Links to prior learning  

 FS-Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside. (Knowledge and understanding of the world)  

 FS-Talk about the differences in materials and changes they notice. (Knowledge and understanding of the world) 

 FS-Explore how things work. (Knowledge and understanding of the world) 



Science  

Big Concept: 

Light and 

Shadows 

Rising Stars diagnostic 

test 

 

Make links to previous 

learning and 

understanding. To ask 

questions leading to a 

scientific experiment. 

Milestone 2 

Recognise that they 

need light in order to 

see things and that dark 

is the absence of light. 

Explorfiy 

Accurate descriptions of 

how light is required in 

order to see are given. It is 

understood that dark is the  

absence of light.  

Recognise sources of light-

man made and natural.  

Sort into groups (sorting 

hoops) 
Maths core skills applied: 

To present data 

 

Milestone 2 Recognise that shadows are formed 

when the light from a light source is blocked by a 

solid object. 

Investigate what happens to the shadow as you 

move an object away from a light source 

Find patterns in the way that the size of shadows 

change. 

Measure shadows 

Draw bar chart to show and compare results 

 

Record findings using simple scientific 

language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 

bar charts and tables 
Maths core skills applied: To interpret and 

present data. To measure accurately 

Milestone 2 

Notice that light is reflected from 

surfaces. 

To explore how light is reflected from 

surfaces- sorting hoops, table, carol 

diagram, 

Record findings using simple scientific 

language, drawings, labelled diagrams, 

bar charts and tables 

Use straightforward, scientific 

evidence to answer questions or to 

support their findings. 
Maths core skills applied: To interpret and 

present data. 

 

Milestone 2 

Recognise that light 

from the sun can be 

dangerous and that 

there are ways to 

protect eyes. 

Explain a range of 

measures to protect 

the eyes from the 

dangers of light from 

the sun. 

English core skills 

applied: punctuation 

 

Rising Stars end of 

topic test 

  

 

Computing 

Big cocept: 

Keynote 

presentations 

 

Computing sticky knowledge 

To Communicate 

Programs I can use to communicate through, using advanced features are: 

Keynote: sound including voiceovers, animations and transitions (with support 

To Connect 

Risks when speaking to people online are they could be pretending to be someone they are not, giving information away about you. 

Never show your face or give away personal details (address, full name, school, age etc.) when speaking to people online, even if you 

think you know them 

Vocabulary: 

Animation, transitions, voiceovers, social media, consent 

Milestone 2:.Use some of the advanced features of applications and devices in order to communicate ideas, work or messages professionally. 

2X’S lesson focus on online safety and digital footprint. 

4x’s  lessons. Using keynote 

 

Geography 

Big concept 

Rainforests 

Geography sticky knowledge 

 Recap of naming and locating all continents and oceans, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, and Southern Hemisphere. 

 Locate the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the Arctic and Antarctic circles.  
 Brazil is a country in South America and its capital is Brasilia but Rio De Janeiro was the capital before. 



 Physical geography of Brazil: Amazon River, rainforest, high lands, low lands, Iguazu Waterfall. 

 Human Geography: Christ the Redeemer, Sugar Loaf Mountain,  

 The world’s tropical rainforests are mainly found near the equator. 

 Rainforests are important for the environment as they are home to diverse flora and fauna. 

 Trees absorb carbon dioxide. 

Key Vocabulary 

Flora, fauna, deforestation, tropical, diversity, canopy, emergent, forest, humid, species, equator, native tribes 

Links to prior learning 

Y2: Landmarks  

Y1: Equator, northern/southern hemispheres.  

Y1: Maps, keys symbols, coastal places and their physical and human features, arctic and Antarctic 
Milestone 2 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features. Name and 

locate the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

the Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn 

Make links to previous 

learning and 

understanding. Recap of 

naming and locating all 

continents and oceans, 

Equator, Northern 

Hemisphere, and 

Southern Hemisphere. 

Locate the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, 

the Arctic and 

Antarctic circles.  
Use maps and atlases to 

locate rainforests. 

Locate and label Brazil 

and the Amazon 

rainforest 

English KCS-proper 

nouns 

Milestone 2 

Communicate 

geographically. 

Learn about key 

vocabulary linked to 

rainforests and 

layers of the 

rainforest.  

Write meaning of 

each word in a 

glossary. 

 

Flora, fauna, 

tropical , emergent 

layer, canopy layer, 

understory, forest 

floor, humid, 

equator, 

deforestation, 

diversity. 

. 

English KCS-

punctuation 

 

Milestone 2 Use a range of 

resources to identify the 

key physical and human 

features of a location. 

 

 

Read around the subject of 

rainforest using topic 

books.Link to physical and 

human features of Brazil. 

 Maths KCSThe tallest 

trees in the rainforest are 

called the emergents – 

they can reach almost 90m 

in height. Ask some 

children to measure 90 

metres out in the 

playground. How many 

children would it take to 

stand end to end to be as 

tall as the tree? how many 

times taller is a tree in the 

emergent layer than a tree 

in your playground?  

 

Milestone 2 Use a range of resources 

to identify the key physical and human 

features of a location 
Describe and understand the features 

of the layers of a rainforest.  Plan and 

write fact sheet. Include where 

Rainforests are found, importance of 

them and that they are home to diverse 

flora and fauna. 

English KCS-punctuation, headings, sub 

headings, paragraphs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestone 2 

Communicate 

geographically. 

Identify and learn 

about the physical 

geography of Brazil. 

Amazon river, 

rainforest, high 

lands, low lands, 

Iguazu waterfall, 

Sugar Loaf 

Mountain,  
 

English KCS-

punctuation, 

headings, sub 

headings, 

paragraphs. 

 

 



Art 

Big concept: 

Sketching 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge and Key Vocab: 

 Pencils are classified as hard=(H) or soft/blackness=(B). The significance for example being: 4B is softer than 2B. 

 B pencils are soft and will produce darker tones. They are best used for tonal drawings and shading. 

 H pencils are hard and will produce light marks. 

 Light sketches show good pencil control and will not need a rubber to correct mistakes. 

 Annotations can be carefully places around a drawing and can be used to explain ideas. 

 Key vocabulary: lines, backgrounds, watercolour, thick, thin, shape, colour, soft, hard, H, B, marks. 
 

Links to prior learning  

Y1: Landscape sketches. 

Y2: Self-portrait drawings 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities 

Who uses sketching in their jobs? Why would they need it? 

Link to how sketching can make us feel- it can be calming. Use of calm music in sketching to support children to understand how artwork can 

support our mental health.  

 

 A starting lesson to 

explore the following:  

Milestone 2: Use 

different hardnesses of 

pencils to show line, tone 

and texture. 

 

Exploring pencil 

hardness. Trying out 

different pencils and 

showing control to 

shade. Children to 

consider which make 

darker toners and which 

make lighter tones.  

 

Milestone 2: Sketch lightly (no need to use a rubber 

to correct mistakes). 

Milestone 2: Use different hardnesses of pencils to 

show line, tone and texture. 

Children use ‘how to draw’ to support their drawing 

of animals and plants from the rainforest. Children 

have the opportunity to explore the pencils and to 

ensure they don’t use a rubber- explore light 

movements so this can happen. 

Milestone 2: Develop ideas from starting points 

throughout the curriculum. 

Milestone 2: Collect information, sketches and 

resources. 

Milestone 2: Adapt and refine ideas as they 

progress. 

Milestone 2: Annotate sketches to explain and 

elaborate ideas. 

Milestone 2: Sketch lightly (no need to use a rubber 

to correct mistakes). 

Milestone 2: Use different hardnesses of pencils to 

show line, tone and texture. 

 

Children will design and draw an imaginary rainforest 

animal. They use the iPads to find rainforest animals 

and they will pick out features from the different 

animals. In the designing stage, the children will 

annotate their drawings.  

Once, they are happy with their final plan, they will 

complete a final drawing.  

 
Milestone 2: Comment on artworks using visual 

language 

The children will evaluate their art work and skills 

drawing on the sticky knowledge to show 

understanding of pencil use. 



MFL 

Big concept: 

Weather 

Sticky Knowledge and Key Vocab: 

Weather 

Quel temps fait-il? = what is the weather like? 

il fait orageux = thunder 

Il neige – it is snowy 

il y a du vent = it is windy 

Il fait chaud= it is hot 

 

printemps=spring 

été = summer 

automne= autumn 

hiver= winter 

 

Links to prior learning  

Seasons 

Y1- seasons of the year in Geography 

Y2- Months of the year 

 

Weather 

Y1- Some weather language taught in Geography.  

 

Social/Cultural opportunities 

-Our seasons are the same in England and France. What are our seasons like? What doies that mean then? 

. Milestone 2 

Demonstrate a growing 

vocabulary. 

Recap (from Y2) months 

of the year in French. 

Children to be confident 

to use and apply. 

Milestone 2 

Demonstrate a growing 

vocabulary. 

Children will learn the 

seasons of the year.  

 

Milestone 2 

Demonstrate a growing 

vocabulary.  

Milestone 2:  Use a 

translation dictionary or 

glossary to look up new 

words. 

 

Children to recap days 

of the week (y1 sticky 

knowledge). 

Children to use French 

dictionaries to support 

this. 

Milestone 2 

Demonstrate a growing 

vocabulary.  

Milestone 2: Take part 

in discussions and tasks. 

 

Children to learn the 

different types of 

weather. Recall and 

focus on pronunciation 

of the words.  

Children to read 

sentences in French and 

translate.   

This will include applying 

days of the 

week/months of the 

year.   

Milestone 2: Write 

short phrases from 

memory with 

spelling that is readily 

understandable. 

Milestone 2: Write a 

few short sentences 

using 

familiar expressions 

Children to write 

sentences (scaffolded). 

Children will apply their 

days of the week/ 

months of the year to 

write sentences. 

e.g. in August it is hot.  

On Monday, it is cold. 

  

Music 

Big concept: 

Songs 

Music Sticky knowledge and Key Vocabulary 

• Structure is how the different parts of a song are ordered to make up a whole song.  

• An introduction - the piece of music that is heard at the beginning of music/a song.  

• Duration is an amount of time or how long or short a note, phrase, section, or composition lasts 

 • Texture describes the layers of sound in music. Layers of sound are created when more than one sound is occurring at the same time. Texture 

can be described as thin or thick,  

• Repeated patterns are notes or rhythms that are played again and again in a loop  

• A chorus is a repeating part of a song that is repeated after each verse of a song.  

• Tempo describes how quick or slow the music is. 



 • Timbre helps us to recognise the different sounds that instruments make (tone) 

 

Links to prior learning  

Cultural/ Social links 

When might someone listen to this music? Why might they listen to this music? How does it make you feel? 

Link to our PSHE topic.  

  
Link back to prior 

learning of musical 

vocabulary. Children 

will play games to 

revise and consolidate 

previously taught 

sticky knowledge for 

musical vocabulary 

(tempo, dynamics and 

rhythm) 

Milestone 2: Use the terms: duration, timbre, 

pitch, beat, tempo, texture and use of silence 

to describe music. 

Milestone 2: Evaluate music using musical 

vocabulary to identify areas of likes and 

dislikes. 

Milestone 2: Understand layers of sounds and 

discuss their effect on mood and feelings. 

Listening to and appraising relaxation music.  

Begin to use and develop use of key vocabulary 

(see sticky knowledge) 

 

Milestone 2: Compose and perform 

melodic songs. 

Milestone 2: Create repeated patterns 

with a range of instruments. 

Milestone 2: Create accompaniments for 

tunes. 

Milestone 2: Devise non-standard symbols 

to indicate when to play and rest. 
 

The children will compose their own 

compositions thinking about the instruments 

and their effect. The children will use graphic 

scores to notate their music. 

Milestone 2: 

Maintain a simple 

part within a group. 

Milestone 2: Play 

notes on an 

instrument with 

care so that 

they are clear. 

Milestone 2: 

Perform with 

control and 

awareness of 

others. 
 

Recording music.  

Peer and self-

evaluation of this.  

PE 

Big concept:  

Dodgeball 

techniques 

PE Sticky knowledge 

 To know that a ‘block’ in dodgeball means to use a ball you are holding to stop a ball thrown at you hitting your body. 

 To know that a ‘dodge’ means to avoid the ball hitting you by moving your body out of the way. 

 To be able to demonstrate a block and dodge. 

 To show how to sidestep quickly around cones whilst carrying a rugby ball, demonstrating quick feet and small steps to the 

side and longer strides towards the next cone. 

 To know how to perform a forehand shot in tennis. It is swinging your arm at the side of your body with your arm 

outstretched and your dominant hand’s palm facing forward  

 To know that a backhand shot. That it is played with your arm across your body onto the other side and the back of your 

hand facing forward. 

Vocabulary & Significant People: 

Ready; react, accuracy 

Anticipate; feints; swerve 

Andy Murray, Emma Radacanu       



Hockey Milestone 2: To 

understand the 

importance rules play in 

the safety of sport. To 

improve my 

understanding of why 

rules exist in sports. 

Football Milestone 

2: To kick a moving 

ball through a gate 

that is 7m away and 

is 2m wide. To 

improve the 

relationship 

between body 

position and 

accuracy. 

Tennis Milestone 2: To 

perform a drop shot. To 

improve the understanding 

of what a drop shot is and 

the control needed to play 

one. 

Basketball 

Milestone 2: To 

understand how 

to create a 

passing 

opportunity. To 

improve my 

timing and 

reading of game 

situations. 

Netball Milestone 2: 

To defend 

appropriately when 

a direct opponent is 

shooting. To 

improve my ability 

to read fakes and 

focus on the ball. 

Dodge ball Milestone 

2: To hit a static 

target with a dodge 

ball from 3m away. 

To improve 

understanding of the 

relationship between 

accuracy and 

distance and power. 

PSHE 
Big concept: 

Mental health 

and emotional 

wellbeing 

Strengths and 

challenge 

Pupils learn about 

celebrating 

achievements and 

setting personal goals 

Pupils • explain how it 

feels to be challenged, 

try something new or 

difficult  

• can plan the steps 

required to help 

achieve a goal or 

challenge 

 • are able to 

celebrate their own 

and othersʼ skills, 

strengths and 

attributes 

British Values  

Respect and 

Tolerance  

We will learn about 

this value as we 

explore different 

cultures during 

culture week. 

Pupils learn about dealing 

with put-downs Pupils 

 • explain what is meant 

by a put-up or putdown 

and how this can affect 

people 

 • can demonstrate a 

range of strategies for 

dealing with put-downs 

 • recognise what is 

special about themselves 

Pupils learn about positive ways to 

deal with  

set-backs  

Pupils  

• can describe how it feels when 

there are set-backs 

 • know some positive ways to 

manage setbacks and how to ask for 

help or support 

 • recognise that everyone has set-

backs at times, and that these 

cannot always be controlled 

Children’s Mental 

Health Week 

Make links to 

Safer Internet 

Day. 2 PSHE 

lessons about 

mental health – 

strategies to 

support, focus on 

positive mental 

health 

 

 


