
 Spring 1 2023 

‘Rainforest’ Themed Half Term  
 

Year 3 
They Year 3 staff would like to thank 

all the children and their parents for 

the beautiful cards, well wishes and 

lovely presents which we received for 

Christmas. We were overwhelmed by 

the kindness and generosity shown. 

We wish you all a very happy and 

peaceful new year! 

 

Teacher: Mrs Hodgson, Mrs 

Harrison 

HLTA: Mrs Riordan 
                       

Welcome back! I hope you had a 

fantastic half term break. 

 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to 

make an after-school appointment 

to speak to us. 

 

 

Important Days 

Wednesday 

Spelling test starts on 11Th January. 
 
Wednesday and Friday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with 

trainers.  

 

Friday 

Reading diaries should be signed by 

parents and reading recorded in them. 

 

Children should bring their reading 

diaries and school books into school 

every day. Please also ensure that 

children only bring book bags and draw 

string bags into school. 

 

Please label all uniform. 

RE 

This half term, our RE topic is called, ‘Sacrament of Reconciliation’.  We will begin this topic by considering 

times that we have made mistakes and how this may have affected others around us. We will learn about 

what it means to sin and the difference between this and honest mistakes. During out learning about this, 

the children will learn about the story of Zacchaeus meeting Jesus. Following this, we will learn all about 

God’s never-ending love and we will use the parable of ‘The Lost Sheep’. We will then move on to learn about what the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation means to us as Christians and what happens during this special sacrament.  

English 

Punctuation and vocabulary remain a key priority this half term so we will have lots of practise using capital 

letters, full stops, commas, question marks, exclamation marks and apostrophes for singular possession.  

We will be reading the book ‘The Tin Forest’ by Helen Ward to enrich our vocabulary and use as a stimulus 

for writing letters. We will be linking closely our ‘Rainforests’ topic to our writing and, whenever the 

opportunity arises, we will write in role linked to our Geography work so that the children have a real purpose to write. We 

will also be studying the poet Grace Nichols and using her poetry to inspire our rainforest themed writing. Throughout the 

half term, Year 3 will be referring to their Bee zone and writing targets to ensure their writing is the very best it can be.  

Maths 

Year 3 will be revisiting adding and subtracting mentally 1, 10 and 100 to a given 2 and 3 digit number. We 

will be adding and subtracting 2 and 3 digit numbers using the column method. Year 3 will also be learning 

methods to estimate their answers to addition and subtraction calculations. We will also be looking at the 

inverse operation as a means for checking answers. The children will also be learning about pictograms and 

bar graphs too. The children will learn to read and interpret the data presented and solve one and two step 

problems. They will also be given the opportunity to collect and present their own data too.  

Science 

In Science, Year 3 will recognise that they need light to see things and that dark is the absence of light. 

We will notice that light is reflected from surfaces, recognise that light from the sun can be dangerous 

and that there are ways to protect our eyes. We will also investigate how shadows are formed and can 

change size. Throughout the spring term, Year 3 will continue to develop their working scientifically skills 

and reflect upon which line of scientific enquiry they are using and applying.  

Art 

This half term we will be focusing on sketching. The children will begin by trying out different drawing 

pencils and learn which ones produce darker and lighter marks. Using this developing understanding, the 

children will begin to develop their own sketching skills by sketching rainforest animals. The children will also 

be creating their own rainforest animals and drawing their creations too.  



Computing 

This half term the children will explore what it means to be responsible to and respectful of their offline and 

online communities as a way to learn how to be good digital citizens.  

Year 3 will also create their own keynote presentations inserting text and graphics. They will create links to 

each page, allowing the user to navigate their presentations with ease. 

MFL 

In MFL this half term, we will be focusing on learning the vocabulary for the seasons and weather. There 

will be lots of singing and verbal work to support the children with their confidence and pronunciation of 

this vocabulary. The children will build upon this over the half term and will begin to write sentences. 

Music 

This half term we will be learning songs and listening to music around the theme of rainforests. We will 

listen to examples of and compose relaxation music making sure that we choose suitable musical 

instruments to fit the theme. We will compose our own music and continue our learning of notation using 

graphic scores. We will aim towards recording our piece as a class and learn how to work as an ensemble. 

PE 

Each week Year 3 will focus on learning different skills. This half term the children will practise their accuracy of throwing 

by hitting a range of static targets with a beanbag. They will also develop the skills of passing to a team mate at 

appropriate times and adjusting their body positions to catch a netball whilst travelling. Year 3 will also co-operate with 

team mates to improve their ability to watch and communicate with others. 

PSHE 

In PSHE, our focus is on mental health. The children will be developing their growth mindsets to know 

about setting goals and coping with any setbacks that they might have along the way. The children will 

learn about resilience and how to put this into practice. The children will be learning about celebrating 

their own and other children’s successes too.  

Our British Value focus this half term is respect and tolerance. This will be weaved into all learning throughout the half 

term too so that the children understand how this looks in real life.  

Geography-Rainforests 
Life in the Rainforest is ever changing with a constant demand for resources. Let us explore this wonderful 

place, and discover humankind’s relationship with it. What are rainforests? Where are they found? What is 

in the canopy? Who (or what) calls the rainforest their home? We will start to learn about rainforests by 

locating and naming them using atlases. The children will ask and answer geographical questions about the 

physical and human characteristics of them locating the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. Later, we will take a journey into the rainforests to discover its hidden secrets and find 

out more by focusing on the environment, climate, canopy layers and looking at the effects of deforestation globally.  

Homework 

 Mathletics/Spelling Shed tasks  

 Times table rock stars practise. 

 Reading Eggs 

 Reading the school reading books 5 times per week for 15 minutes 

 Research projects  

Our School Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we believe that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our pupils 

achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with their 

learning.  

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and record each time you listen to them read 

in their homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability and boost their reading motivation and 

enjoyment.  

 

The children’s KIRF target this half term is to add and subtract up to 3 digit numbers using the column method 

Children will also be adding and subtracting 10 and 100 mentally from any given 2 or 3 digit number. 

 

These facts are important to support your child in other areas of their maths learning so please ensure you practise these 

regularly. As always, support given to children at home is invaluable and if you need any help with this, please ask. 

 


