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Important dates 

are added to the 

calendar on the 

website 
 
Important Dates: 
16.12.2022 – school 
closes at 1:30pm 
03.01.2023 – school 
reopens for spring term 
 

Please look at the 
school calendar on 
the website for 
important dates. 
 
DSLs – please see our 
website for details of 
our Designated 
Safeguarding Leads: 
Miss L Milivojevic 
Mrs J Ward 
Mrs J Hodgson 
Mrs N Frost 
Miss R Collier (also 
online safety officer) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

Staff Update 
This week, we say goodbye and good luck to Mr Melody who has been with us for the autumn term teaching 
in FS2. Mr Melody is going to teach in Malaysia in the new year and we wish him all the very best on his new 
adventure! In January, we welcome Miss Howe to the St Joseph’s team who will be our new FS2 (Reception) 
teacher. Please join us in making Miss Howe feel very welcome. We also welcome Mrs Greenough to our staff 
who will be one of our playworkers in our new After School Club alongside some of our familiar staff. 
OOSC 
We are delighted that we are able to open our after-school club once again. Our after school club opens on 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 (Monday – Thursday, until 5.30pm initially) and all children with places have now 
been contacted. If you require after school club provision, please speak to the school office who can add you 
to our waiting list if we do not have places currently available. I would like to thank all of our families for their 
continued patience, support and understanding whilst we have worked tirelessly to be able to open our after 
school club again.  
Christmas Appeal 
As mentioned in last week’s news, a huge thank you to all our families for their extremely generous donations 
– we were overwhelmed by the support, and we are so pleased that as a school we are able to help so many 
in our local community who may be in need during this time. All our food and item donations went to the 
Franciscan Sisters and the Wetherby Food Bank and we raised over £140 which is being donated to the St 
Vincent de Paul Centre.   
Food Bank 
Please see either Mrs Ward or Mrs Frost if you require any support. All discussions are held in confidence and 
there are a number of support agencies we have access to. We recognise that families who may not have been 
in a position to need support in the past, may now be in need. As always, I am available should you wish to 
speak directly to me for any further support.   
Inspiring You Week 
This week, we have held our annual ‘Inspiring You Week’ in school where we aim to inspire our children with 
hobbies, interests and future career or job opportunities. This is a week where we really encourage our 
children to consider their futures. We have had a very busy week in school with many visitors, including a visit 
from an Inspector from the Police Force, a vet from Parkhill Vets (along with Evie, the Golden Retriever), a 
dancer and an NHS worker in clinical trials who is also an FA coach. Please visit your child’s class webpage to 
see what they have been up to during this week. We regularly have visitors and workshops in school 
throughout the academic year to inspire our children and enhance our curriculum, so please do look out for 
these opportunities we provide for our children outside of themed weeks too!  

 
 

Collective Worship 
Theme:  
Advent 

“I can prepare for 
a special time.” 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday marks the fourth and final Sunday of Advent where we continue to prepare 
for the arrival of baby Jesus. This Sunday, we will light the final purple candle on the 
Advent wreath which reminds us of the love that God has for us. Throughout Advent, we 
have been preparing and celebrating in many ways: all classes and key stages have held 
their Christmas performances, we held a Mass at the beginning of Advent and have also 
held a Mass in school today to celebrate Christmas together. Our RE learning journeys 
have also focused on the story of Incarnation and the true meaning of Christmas. The 
whole school also came together to celebrate on Tuesday with our festive wear day. Thank 
you to all our parents/carers for their support with all of these events throughout Advent. 
Merry Christmas! 
On behalf of all the staff at St Joseph’s, I would like to wish all our families a very Happy 
and Holy Christmas. We look forward to welcoming you all back to school in the new year, 
on Tuesday 3rd January 2023.  
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Dear God, 
  

Thank you for 
the fun and 

excitement of 
Christmas. 

Thank for the 
amazing 

nativity story 
that reminds 
us about the 

birth of Jesus. 
Thank you for 

sending us 
your son, 

Jesus Christ, a 
gift from you 

into this 
world. 

 
Amen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Special Visitor 
You may have already heard that this week the children had a visit from a very special visitor…. Santa visited 
all our classes and gave a special gift to everyone.  
Clubs 
We have now promoted all new clubs that are to commence next half term (Spring 1) and all places have 
now been allocated. If you have any queries about clubs or extra-curricular activities, please speak to Mrs 
Cooper. We are passionate about ensuring that all children have the opportunity to join at least one club in 
the year. We have a wide range of lunchtime and after school clubs and vary the clubs that are free alongside 
those where a payment is required. If you require any support with the cost of clubs, or if your child is in 
receipt of pupil premium funding, please speak to myself or Mrs Frost who will be able to help you.  
Football Success! 
Our Y6 boys’ football team attended the Premier League Stars Football Tournament qualifiers and are now 
through to the final which will take place in the new year at Leeds United FC’s training ground in Thorp Arch. 
We wish the team lots of luck for this! Thank you to Mr Arthur for giving up his own time to support our Y6 
boys’ football team! We are very proud of all our footballers for their continued excellent attitude as well as 
their success!  
Show & Share Parent Feedback Survey 
All classes have had a show and share session in school this term and we kindly ask for feedback from our 
parents. We really do value your opinions and appreciate any positives you are able to share as we feel our 
show and share sessions are extremely valuable to our parents/carers, and children too.  
Live Simply 
As part of our Live Simply mission, Y6 planet protectors and two children from FS2 were proud to visit 
Touchwood in Wetherby who kindly agreed to give away some of our wild flower seeded paper that the 
FS2 children made recently. Customers will be encouraged to plant the seeded paper and watch the wild 
flowers grow! We are so proud to be reaching out to our local community to support our Live Simply 
mission beyond the school gates. Thank you to Mrs Phillips for supporting school with this project, and well 
done to Foundation 2 children - every single child has contributed to this and we are really proud of what 
you achieved. Also, well done to Y6 planet protectors for sending off the first batch of crisp packets to be 
recycled into something new. Not only did they collect several large boxes of crisp packets, they've also 
sent over 2.5 kg of used handwriting pens and highlighters from school so far this year! This is reducing 
landfill and helping to save the planet! Let’s continue to strive to make a difference! 

 
Save the Date: Energy Fair 
Boston Spa, Wetherby & Villages Community Green Group are holding an Energy Fair on Saturday 
28th January 10am-2pm, in Wetherby Town Hall. There will be short talks and discussions about renewable 
energy technology and ways to save money on your energy bills, including information on the latest 
Government grants, an open discussion forum and bookable appointments for individual consultations 
with the experts at the event. There will also be free children’s activities available all day, warm 
refreshments, and the opportunity to drop in at any time between 10am and 2pm to chat to exhibitors.  
If you would like to find out more contact penny.stables@bostongreengroup.co.uk or view our 
website: bostongreengroup.co.uk 
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