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Important dates 

are added to the 

calendar on the 

website 
 
Important Dates: 
28.11.2022 – mass in 
school 9:15am 
16.12.2022 – mass in 
school 9:15am 
16.12.2022 – school 
closes at 1:30pm 
 

Please look at the 
school calendar on 
the website for 
important dates. 
 
DSLs – please see our 
website for details of 
our Designated 
Safeguarding Leads: 
Miss L Milivojevic 
Mrs J Ward 
Mrs J Hodgson 
Mrs N Frost 
Miss R Collier (also 
online safety officer) 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Open Library Session  
Our school library is open to families every Thursday after school 3:15-3:45pm. Please come along with your 
child to choose a book to read for pleasure. You are welcome to visit every Thursday. 
Food Bank 
Please see either Mrs Ward or Mrs Frost if you require any support. All discussions are held in confidence and 
there are a number of support agencies we can tap into. We recognise that families who may not have been 
in a position to need support, may now need some. As always, Miss Milivojevic is also available should you 
wish to speak directly to her.  
Christmas Appeal 
Along with this week’s news are details of our Christmas Appeal this year. Thank you to our Foundation Stage 
families for their generosity at the crib service this week. The Mini Vinnies raised £136.75 which will go to the 
SVP Centre to support those in need in our local community. The Mini Vinnies are also asking for non-
perishable food items and general items to go to the Franciscan Sisters and Wetherby Food Bank. If you are 
able to donate, we would be extremely grateful. The Mini Vinnies will be collecting food donations, and 
monetary donations during w/c 5th December, before and after school. Please keep the families who are 
struggling at the moment, in your thoughts and prayers.  
FOSJ Raffle Tickets 
If you have not yet done so, and wish to be in for the chance of winning some of the wonderful raffle prizes, 
please return your envelopes to the school office. Thank you to the FOSJ for all of their fundraising efforts so 
far this academic year and thank you to all our families for supporting the FOSJ’s events. The winter raffle will 
be drawn in Golden Book next week.  
Thank you from FOSJ! 
Thank you so much to everyone who has supported our fundraising efforts so far this year. You have helped 
us to raise £1491 which has meant that we have already been able to give money to school for new coding 
software and class workshops. We still have our ‘Beat the Goalie’ competition on Friday 25th Nov after 
school, our winter raffle to draw (Winners announced on 1st Dec) as well as the Christmas Treat day on Tues 
13th December. On this day the children are invited to wear non-uniform (festive if you choose) and we have 
a special surprise planned for them on the day. We are asking for a donation of £3 for this day. If you would 
like to come and get involved with the FOSJ please come to our next planning meeting at 9am on Friday 
13th January, we always welcome new people and ideas, many hands make light work!  
After School Club  
We are delighted that we are in a position to open our after school club provision from January 2023, initially 
until 5:30pm, and for 4 days per week (Monday - Thursday). Please complete the T2P survey, which was sent 
to all parents/carers this week, no later than 12noon on Monday 28th November to express your interest for 
a place at our after-school club. We will be starting the admissions process, in line with our after school club 
admissions policy, on Monday afternoon. Thank you. 
 

Virtue  

Generosity 
“I notice when 
someone needs 

help.” 

First Sunday of Advent 
This Sunday marks the start of Advent where we will begin to prepare for the arrival of 
baby Jesus. To mark the start of Advent, Fr Andrew will be saying mass in school on 
Monday 28th November at 9:15am. Please join us if you can. In collective worship, 
throughout Advent, our children will learn about the Advent wreath and begin to prepare 
for the birth of baby Jesus and learn about the signs and symbols we will see during 
Advent, and of course the significant events throughout the story of the nativity. The 
children will soon be given the opportunity to take home the Advent Prayer bags to use at 
home as a family. Foundation stage pupils are invited to take home the Travelling Crib to 
use at home as a family. Details of both Advent prayer opportunities for home are also 
included in this week’s news.  
Nativity Productions: please check the school calendar for dates of our upcoming nativity 
productions from nursery up to KS2. 
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God of light 
and life, give 
us hope as 
we wait for 

your coming 
again. When 

we are 
tempted to 
be grateful 

to have 
found you 

while others 
are lost, send 

us out into 
the darkness 
in search of 
those who 
need you 

most. 
 

Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Altar Serving and other roles in church 
If your child is interested in becoming an altar server at church, please contact Mrs Cooper via the school 
office. We have a number of children in school who are currently training to be altar servers. There will be 
opportunities in school to learn how to be an altar server, as well as some sessions in church. The first session 
in church is Thursday 1st December at 4pm. Also, many of our children are confident at reading at Mass and 
doing the offertory, so if your child would like to be involved in this at Mass at the weekend, we encourage 
our families to speak to Fr Andrew who will be able to arrange this. 
Football Success 
A huge congratulations to our girls’ football team, and the Y6 boys’ football team, who played very successful 
football matches on Tuesday. The boys won 3-0 and the girls won 9-0, both against St Mary’s Boston Spa. 
We are extremely proud of our children, their dedication and commitment to sport, and their excellent 
sportsmanship shown in every match! 
Reading Information Evening 
Thank you to all parents/carers for joining us on Monday evening for our reading information evening. Mrs 
Ward and Miss Collier shared with our parents/carers useful information on how you can support your child 
at home with their reading. All of this information will be available on the website, and will be emailed out 
to parents/carers with next week’s news.  
Anti-Bullying Week  
Last week, we held Anti-Bullying Week in school which kickstarted with our annual ‘Odd Socks Day’. 
Throughout the week, the children were involved in a range of activities to reiterate our very important 
school mantra that is ‘We are all the same, but we are all different’. Each class discussed a protected 
characteristic in depth and learnt that it is illegal/wrong to discriminate others linked to these protected 
characteristics. Please visit your child’s class webpage for more information. 
Class Trips & Workshops 
This week, Year 5 visited Wetherby Racecourse for their ‘Racing to School’ day which was all about maths in 
context. The children had an absolutely fantastic day, where they learnt all the ways that maths skills are 
used in the horse racing industry. Year 1 visited Ilkley Toy Museum to launch their history topic on ‘Toys from 
the past’. The children learned about toys from 100 years ago which will help them to make comparisons of 
old and new toys, using their experiences from their trip. Please visit your child’s class webpage to see what 
exciting activities they have been up to, as part of their learning. 
Road Safety 
All our children have now had their road safety workshops. Our youngest children were learning how to 
stay safe when out and about, and our Y4 children went out onto the local footpaths, to put their learning 
into practice! Workshops in class focused on important road safety messages, like wearing your seatbelt, 
wearing a helmet when out and about on a bicycle and staying on pavements and using correct crossings 
when crossing the road. 
Y6 Sacrament of Confirmation 
Our Y6 pupils have started preparing for the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please keep our Y6 pupils in your 
thoughts and prayers during this time. They will receive this Sacrament early next year.  
Show & Share Sessions 
Y1-6 classes have now held their show and share sessions and these have all been extremely successful. FS1 
and FS2 will hold their show and share sessions next week. Thank you to all our parents/carers for attending 
these. We hope that you have found these useful. Next week, you will receive a survey on Teachers2Parents 
to give us your feedback. We really do value your opinions and appreciate any positives you are able to share 
as we feel our show and share sessions area extremely valuable to our parents/carers. 
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