
 

 
 

Themed Half Term: The Great Fire of London 

Autumn Term 2 2022 

Year 2 

We hope you enjoyed a lovely half-

term break and we are really excited 

for this next half-term together and 

the run up to Christmas!  

 

If you have any queries or concerns you would 
like to discuss, please contact the office to arrange 

a telephone call or an appointment with me.  

Mrs Refausse, Miss Hazar , Mrs Prestwich  

 
 

 

PE Our P.E days continue to be on a Monday and 

Wednesday. However, Please ensure your child 

has their full PE kit, appropriate for all outdoor 

weathers in school everyday.  

Please label all items of clothing, including coats, 

shoes and pumps. 
 

• Details of the Christmas Production to 

follow. 

• We will celebrate our Class Saints 

Day after the Christmas break as St 

Stephens Feast is 26th December- 

more details will follow.   

RE  

Our unit of learning in RE is Mysteries. We will be exploring the Holy Trinity and the Annunciation, as well as the ways in which 

we celebrate the miracle and mystery of Jesus’ birth, both in this country and around the world. Children will have lots of 

opportunities to learn creatively, to wonder , ask questions, and to explore their own faith in preparation for Christmas.  

English  
Our English learning this half-term will be linked to our Topic, The Great Fire of London. We will explore a variety 

of texts including poems about the event. Through group and whole class guided reading sessions, we will continue to build and 
use a range of comprehension skills. We will use the story of Vlad and the Great Fire of London as a key text  to inspire our 

writing and develop our diary writing skills. We will discuss and describe the main events from the different characters 
perspectives in this book. We will explore adverbs and adjectives to make our writing more exciting and try using these in 
expanded noun phrases when describing the different events using the past tense. There will be opportunities for extended 

writing and for children to read aloud and share work they are proud of.  

Maths 

This half-term we are focussing on addition and subtraction. We will learn a variety of strategies including blank number lines to 
help us add and subtract two digit numbers where units do not total more than 10, e.g. 24 + 13 (not crossing tens unit) whereas 
37 + 15 = 52 (crossing tens unit). We will be applying our understanding of place value from last half-term and use number facts, 

such as looking for number bonds (aiming for up to 100—see KIRFs) and doubles up to 20, to help us check our  
answers and to become more efficient in our calculations and problem solving.  

Science  

 
 

Our Science unit this half-term is Materials. Children will build on their prior learning about Everyday Materials from Year 1,  
using correct terminology for material names and properties. Children will be challenged to group materials according to their 

own and given criteria, and explore why certain materials are suited for particular jobs . Children will also design and conduct 
experiments to find out which materials can be changed and use their findings to explain material choices. We will link our 

learning to our topic work about the Great Fire of London and explore how material choices have changed over time looking at 
building materials and materials used for firefighting equipment. 

Computing  

This half-term, during our computing we will use the internet to search and navigate various webpages to connect and support 
our history research to find out more about the of Great Fire of London. The children will continue to learn about how to stay 
safe online and our online safety will be taught through a variety of stories and interactive songs to ensure the children fully 

understand the STOP, BLOCK, TELL message and what to do if they feel unsafe online.  

Design & Technology 

We will practice and learn to use some new DT skills and tools by creating a Christmas decoration. Using the process; plan, do, 

review, the children will research existing decorations, then plan and design their own thinking about their intended user and 

design purpose. The children will learn and apply construction skills when hammering, drilling and measuring accurately to make 

and evaluate their finished product.   

 



Homework 

Spellings continue to be issued (both online on Spelling Shed and in books) every Friday, for a ‘check’ (test) the following Friday. 

Mathletics and Reading Eggspress books are also set every week on a Friday. 

Please continue to read daily/ as often as you can with your child.  

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 2 web page on our school website to find additional, optional tasks 

related to your child’s learning this half term  
 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Homework tasks provide a good opportunity to secure classroom learning and teach children discipline and time-
management skills, so please complete homework tasks as often as you can. Reading with your child continues to be a 

priority in Year 2, and as your child grows in confidence as a reader, it is important to challenge them with questions and 
discussions around the text. Inference based questions, where children are challenged to draw on prior knowledge, make 

links to other things they have read and ‘read between the lines’, provide a high level of challenge for all children. You can 
also start to encourage your child to recognise the writer’s craft, for example, drawing attention to word choice and 

punctuation, and this in turn will support their writing. It is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to 
them. This is proven to support children with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. 

 

I am very much looking forward to working with you and your child this term. 

Topic (History & Geography) 

Our History based topic this half-term is The Great Fire of London. We will build on our geography skills and learning about 
London from last term to help us locate key landmarks and compare London in 1666 to the present day. We will develop our 
 understanding of the chronology of the fire and key events, before exploring Samuel Pepys and other sources of information. 
Children will be encouraged to draw upon their learning from Year 1 to think about how emergency services and materials for 

housing have changed over time. We will also look forward to having a Great Fire of London themed workshop in school led by 
Bradford Museums and Galleries and a visit from Wetherby Fire Service to enhance the children's learning experiences further. 

MFL 

We will be building on and extending our French vocabulary from Year 1 by learning in a range of songs and games to recognise 

and say numbers 1-10. We will then move on to recapping the primary colours before introducing and learning to say the name 

of the secondary colours too.  

PE 

This half term, the children will continue to work with Mrs Powell ,our PE partner for one of their P.E sessions . In this and our 
other PE sessions we will focus on developing our skills of balance, co-ordination, agility and travelling using a range of games 

and Gymnastics.  

 Please ensure your child has their full PE kit  in school daily. 

Music 

This half-term’s music lessons will include learning a variety of songs linked to our topic The Great Fire of London which will 
develop children’s clapping and singing of rhythmic phrases. We will also explore soundscapes, creating different percussion 

sounds to imitate the Great Fire of London’s sound journey! We will also look at and appraise Baroque style music typical of the 
1660’s.  

PSHE 

This half term our whole school British Value is Individual Liberty and we will start off discussing what this means in relation to 
the different groups that we ‘belong to’ and how this value is a part of  our lives. 

Through the big concept: physical health and wellbeing, our weekly PSHE lessons will explore the question- What keeps me 
healthy? Through our circle time sessions the children will learn ways that they can keep their bodies healthy.  


