
 

 

 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear families, we are so proud of your 

children and how they have taken the 

new challenges of year 1 in their stride! 

We are looking forward to continuing 

with our learning this half term. We 

have lots of exciting enrichments 

planned this half term including a 

Spaghetti Maths workshop and a visit 

from a Dentist. 

 

PE Days 

Thursdays and Fridays 

 

 

Important information 

Reading diaries 
• Please listen to your child read         

5 times a week 

• Please sign your child’s reading diary 

by Friday of each week  

• Your child’s books are changed every 

other week 

Our Ilkley Toy Museum Trip is now on 

Thursday 24th November. We were 

unable to get a coach on the original 

date – apologies for any inconvenience. 

RE 

Our RE learning will focus on Mary, Our Mother. We will learn that the Angel Gabriel came to Mary to ask Mary to be the Mother of his 

Son and how Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth to tell her the good news. We will continue our faith journeys by reflecting Mary’s response 

to the Angel Gabriel. We will then think about how we can prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus and why it is so important to reflect on 

this each year. The children will have the opportunity to hear and learn the story of the birth of Jesus and Mary’s role in it and we will also 

think about how Mary is our Mother too and reflect on how she looks after us.  

 
 

 English 
Our key text this half term is Dear Polar Bear by Gabrielle Prendergast. Linking back to last half term’s learning about how to write a 

letter, Polar Bear is lonely and writes letters to his other bear friends in other parts of the world. This will link to our Geography topic of 

‘Home and Away.’ The children will have lots of fun getting to know the text, hot seating, pretending to be polar bear and the other bears 

around the world. We will look at how and why the author has written in the way that she has.  Our focus in writing will be writing a diary 

entry. In preparation for our diary entry, we will learn to write in the past tense and we will have a big focus on adjectives, understanding 

that an adjective describes a noun. We are going to imagine that we have visited the lonely Polar Bear in the Artic and then write a diary 

entry of what our visit was like! In our diary entries, we will encourage the children to think about sequencing and structuring their writing, 

using the words ‘first’, ‘next’, ‘then’ and ‘finally.’ In order to make our sentences more interesting and exciting, we will be expecting the 

children to use adjectives and conjunctions (and, but, because). Our daily guided reading sessions will help the children to build their 

confidence with sounding out and blending, discuss their thoughts, ideas and predictions with others as well as ask and answer questions 

about the texts. Our story time author is Michael Bond. We will be finding out about Michael Bond and enjoying the Paddington stories. 

 

 

 

 

  
Topic: Home and Away 

Key text: Dear Polar Bear 

Autumn 2 2022 

 

 

Mathematics 
Our focus in Maths this half term is addition and subtraction and the children’s KIRFs (Key Instant Recall Facts) targets also link to 

addition and subtraction. By the end of the half term, we will expect the children to be able to read and use the symbols +, - and =. To 

begin, we will be focusing ways of making 10 and then we will move on to ways of making 20. The children will also be taught the subtraction 

facts for these numbers too. We will then have a focus on doubling and halving. The children will be taught addition and subtraction using 

the concrete (using objects/counters), pictorial/representational (using drawings to represent the objects/counters), abstract (using 

numbers e.g. 4+5=9) approach. We find this approach really helps the children embed the concepts of addition and subtraction. The 

children will also be using their understanding to solve addition and subtraction word problems and explain their answers.  

Art 
Our Art learning this half term will focus on the famous artist, Henri Matisse. We will begin by studying and evaluating Matisse’s work. We 

will explore how Matisse used white paper and gouache to create works of wide-ranging colour and complexity. We will explore collage and 

look at what collage is, using different natural materials. We will practise various techniques to make our paper be the desired shapes 

including cutting and tearing in preparation for making our Matisse masterpieces! 

 

 
 

Computing 
Our focus in computing is coding. We will introduce the children to the app, Scratch Junior, on the new iPads that we have in school! They 

will learn how to choose a character and add a background. The children will be taught to code (give a simple instruction to make something 

happen). This will include motion and turns across the screens. Once they are familiar will the basics of coding, the children will create 

their own Artic character and add a voice over to their character and then create a story on Scratch Junior. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+josephs+catholic+primary+school+wetherby&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EP1xncioK6CDaM&tbnid=iii5NypzaeJxjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjosephswetherby.com%2Fschool%2Fmission-statement-2%2F&ei=KPMPUbbFOKjT0QXCkoDgDA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFvlZXysJ4iHscRHH3gUSU8r0bhBA&ust=1360086171760995


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 
In PE, we will have one PE session with Mrs Powell (PE Partner) and one session with Miss Collier. We will be focusing on throwing and 

catching. We will begin by ensuring the children know how to position their bodies when playing different sports. The children will be working 

on improving their balance and hand-eye coordination when using equipment. The children will be taught how to improve their accuracy and 

technique when throwing, including chest pushes, two handed throws, one handed underarm and overarm throws. We will encourage the 

children to think about how they can position their hands for catching. 

 

Science 
 In Science, we will be learning all about animals! We will begin by naming animals and looking at their features. We will encourage the children 

to ask questions about the animals. The children will be working scientifically to classify and group animals into their classifications; mammals, 

birds, fish, amphibians and reptiles. Linking to our Geography learning, we will then focus more specifically on animals that live in the Artic 

and the Antarctic and we will compare them to animals that live in hotter places near the equator. Our learning journey will then lead on to 

exploring what animals eat and we will look at how we can classify animals based on what they eat. We will be expecting the children to learn 

and understand the words ‘carnivore’ ‘herbivore’ and ‘omnivore.’ Our Science learning will include lots of Burn to Learn activities and lots of 

working in pairs and groups, encouraging the children to always be active in their learning and thinking.   

 

Music 
Linking to our RE learning last half term, our music focus will be based around the song ‘The Animals Came in Two by Two’. We will begin by 

learning the song, clapping the beat and singing as part of an ensemble. We will choose instruments that match the animal and compose short 

pieces of music in groups. We’re sure the children will have lots of fun performing to the class! 

Geography/History 
This half term, we will begin with a Geography focus, exploring places. We will begin with the children’s own knowledge of Wetherby and 

Leeds. We will aim to ensure that the children understand that Wetherby is a town and Leeds is a city by looking at differences between the 

two places. We will then look at the Yorkshire Dales and how Yorkshire has many different physical features: dales, moors, coasts, rivers, 

hills, forest and many different human features such as town, lighthouse, shop, dry stone walls. After exploring these places that are close 

to home, we will explore places that are further away with a focus on the Artic and Antarctic Circles. We will introduce the children to a 

globe and the equator. The children will be exploring the weather near the equator and in the Artic and Antarctic. Later on in the term, our 

‘Toys’ theme will launch with our trip to Ilkley Toy Museum, where we will find out about toys from the past. Back in school, we will learn 

about toys in living memory (the toys our parents played with) and toys from the 1920s. We will discover how toys were influenced in the 

1920s and we will be placing toys on a timeline in chronological order. 

 

Ways to Help Your Child 
Parent/carer support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so grateful for the excellent support you provide. 

We value the support that you give your child with ensuring they are independent in carrying his/her own bags, being able to zip his/her coats 

up, being able to put his/her own gloves on and making sure they represent St Joseph’s in with outstanding behaviour in and out of school. 

 

 

 

MFL 
We will build on our French learning and continue with greetings and holding mini-conversations. We will then move on to learning numbers 1-

10 in sequence and then we’ll use numbers out of sequence.  

PSHE 
In PSHE, we will begin by revisiting Pants are Private and discussing Good Touch, Bad Touch. It will then be Anti-bullying week, beginning 

with an Odd Socks Day! We will use the book ‘Have you filled a bucket today?’ to discuss how we can make sure we are kind and respectful. 

The British Value that we are focusing on this half term is Individual Liberty. The children will understand what their rights are.  

Homework 

Most importantly, please listen to your child read 5 times per week for 10 minutes each time and ask your child a 

few questions about what he/she has read. We can’t stress how important this is and how much we value your 

support with this.  

 

Thank you for all your help with your child’s spellings. Our spelling test will continue to be held on a Monday. 

 

Do you have any Paddington stories at home? Our story time focus author is Michael Bond, so please read these 

stories to your child if you have any. We will be finding out lots about Michael Bond and Paddington! 

Please also see the homework grid on the website. 

 

 

 

 


