
 

Book of the Week:  Week 1: W/C 31st 
October 

 
Book 1: Iris & Isaac by 

Catherine Rayner 

 
 
 

Week 2: W/C 7th 
November 

 
Book2: Iris & Isaac by 

Catherine Rayner 

 
 
 

Week 3: W/C 14th 
November 

 
Book: Brave and the 
Fox by Nicola Davies 

 
 
 

Week 4: W/C 21st 
November 

 
Book: Brave and the 
Fox by Nicola Davies 

 
 
 

Week 5: W/C 28th 
November 

 
Book: The Jolly 

Christmas Postman by 
Allan Ahlberg and Janet 

Ahlberg 

 
 

Week 6: W/C 5th 
December 

 
Book: The Jolly 

Christmas Postman by 
Allan Ahlberg and Janet 

Ahlberg 

 
 
 

Week 7: W/C 12th 
December 

 
Book: Dear Santa by 

Rod Campbell 

 
 

Theme of the Week:  Introduction to the theme – Arctic 
Arctic animals and climate change 

Arctic and Antarctica 
People who live in the arctic 

 Christmas 
Fairytale characters from the story 
Jobs – postman 
Letters to father christmas 

Writing letters 
Preparing for Christmas 

 

Religious Education  
God’s Family 
 
Big Concept:  
We are all part of God’s 
Family 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
God, family, precious, 
different, special, 
together, love, thank you, 
pray, sorry, church, help, 
helpful, kind, Jesus, 
Birthday, Advent, wreath, 
Christmas, Mary, angel, 
Joseph, shepherds 

Sticky knowledge: God made everyone to be a party of his family. God made us to know him and love him. God’s greatest gift to us was his only son, Jesus. Jesus was born on Christmas 
Day and this is why around world we celebrate Christmas. Jesus had lots of visitors when he was born, shepherds, wise men – they all followed a star. The wise men brought gifts so we 
give gifts at Christmas time.  
 
Links to prior learning: God made everyone to be part of his family. God made us to know him and love him. We show our love to God by helping one another. God have us gifts so that 
we can use them. Jesus is God’s son and is God’s greatest gift to us. Mary is Jesus’ mummy. Joseph is Jesus’ daddy on Earth. From FS1: Nativity performance and advent crib service. 
 
Social & Cultural opportunities: Is everybody part of God’s world?  If our friends aren’t kind, will God still love them? Does God forgive us when we make mistakes? If someone doesn’t 
believe in God, are they still part of God’s family? Does everybody celebrate Christmas? 

Week 1 and 2 
 

Know that God made everyone to 
be a part of his family. 
Know that I am part of God’s family. 
 

Week 3 
Know how I can show my love to God and 
people in God’s family  
 
Discuss how we show love to our family 
and friends. Explain that God made each of 
us and he wants us to know and love him. 

Week 4  
Know that I can show my love for God by 
helping others 
Know that God gave me gifts to help 
others.  
 

Week 5 and 6 
Know that God’s greatest gift to us was his 
only son Jesus 
 
Talk about birthdays, what are these and 
how are they celebrated? Discuss that 
Christmas is when we celebrate Jesus’ 
birthday.  
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Discuss families with children, discuss some 
people are part of our families even if they 
do not live in our house. Discuss family 
names. 
 
Discuss God’s family and that we are all 
part of God’s family. 
 
Prayer thanking God for our family and 
being part of God’s family 

How can we show our love to God? Pray, go 
to Church, help and care for others etc. 

Read the story about John, how would the 
children help their friend if they were sad? 
Ask children what they are good at. 
God gave us all a gift so that we can show 
love to others. Ask children what their gift 
to show love it. 
 

Go through the Christmas story with the 
children. 
Show children an advent wreath and 
explain what it is and its importance. 
 
Children to dress up as characters from the 
Nativity and act out the Nativity story. 
  

 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development  
(PSED) 
Prime area 
 
Self-Regulation 
 
Managing Self 
 
Building relationships  
 
 
 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Good touch, bad touch, 
safe, consent, road 
safety, pedestrian, 
crossing, recycle, 
environment, water 
safety, swimming, 
lifeguard, friendship, 
kindness, growth 
mindset, perseverance, 
resilience, values, 
democracy, law, respect, 
tolerance, liberty 

Sticky knowledge: Kind hands and kind feet. How to cross a road safely with an adult. How to be safe around water. What makes a good friend. Growth mindset – I can’t do it ‘yet’.  
 
Links to prior learning: Most children have had exposure to pedestrian safety, developing friendships and understanding emotions. Last half-term we discussed how to look after God’s 
world. We also touched upon Growth Mindset and British Values. 
 
Social & Cultural opportunities: Do we need to be nice to people if they aren’t close friends? What do we do if somebody isn’t nice to us? Children will gain an understanding of the 
impact they have on their friends and families – when/how have others helped them to feel happy? Should you give up after being unsuccessful once? 

Week 1 and 2 
 
Good touch and bad touch 
Recap our class rules with the children. Especially 
emphasise the rule of using kind hands and kind feet. 
What does this mean? 
Is it okay to touch somebody without asking? What 
is the difference between good touch and bad 
touch? When might our grown-ups need to touch 
us? When is this okay? 
 
 
Road safety (linked to 8th Nov worskhops) 
Discuss with children the dangers of being by the 
road. Who should we always be by the road with? 
Do we cross the road ourselves? How can we keep 
safe by the road? 
Make a road outside with the children and role play 
how to keep safe. 

Week 3 and 4 
 
How can we make the world a better 
place for everyone? (Link to week 2 eco 
workshop)  
Recap last half-terms work on looking after 
God’s world. How can we make it better 
for everyone? 
Focus on recycling, recap what this means. 
What can we do with recycled goods? 
Recap eco workshops last week and find 
examples of ways things have been 
recycled creatively. 
 
Water safety (linked to water safety 
workshop 23rd Nov) 
Discuss where we might be near water, the 
sea, swimming pools, the river – emphasis 
of the river Wharfe in Wetherby. Do we 
ever go into the water by ourselves? Not 
until we are older. How can we stay safe by 
the water? 

Week 5 and 6 
 
Friendships  
Discuss what makes a good friend. How 
can we be good friends to everyone in 
our class?  
Teachers to model bad behaviour during 
circle time for children to point out how 
we are not being good friends e.g. not 
sharing, not listening and talking over 
each other etc.  
 
Growth Mindset  
Teachers to share with the children 
something we found/find really difficult 
to do. Talk about how we couldn’t do 
that thing YET. Children share something 
that they struggled to achieve or still 
haven’t YET. Share growth mindset 
language with the children. Share key 
phrases and how we can transform the 
language and be positive/resilient. E.g. I 
can’t do that = I can’t do that yet.  
 

Week 7  
 
British Values  
Share British Values with the children – 
discuss what are British Values? What 
does it mean to be British? Adults to 
write down children’s ideas 
  

Development Matters Objectives:  
Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.  
Remember rules without needing an adult to remind them. 
Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’. 
Build constructive and respectful relationships.  
Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others. 



 

Communication and 
Language  
(C&L) 
Prime area 

 
Listening, attention and 
understanding  
 
Speaking 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Links to prior learning: Most children have had exposure to expectations for circle times and story times. Most children have already had opportunities to develop their listening skills.  
 
Social & Cultural opportunities: Children will have lots of opportunities to share their thoughts and ideas with their peers, friends and adults in school. Children will be doing lots of 
listening and speaking about themselves, getting to know others, finding out (PSED, UTW, RE) and learning new songs, prayers and hymns.  

Week 1 and 2 
 
Children to act out the story ‘Iris & Isaac’ 
Children to learn nativity lines and songs 
 
Ongoing C&L opportunities: 
Emphasise tiered vocabulary in the areas with 
children 
Children to listen to and follow instructions and 
rules. 
Play listening games such as Chinese Whispers, 
Simon Says, Keeper of the Keys.  
Listen and learn daily prayers.  
Story time – ask the children questions about the 
story.  
Observe children’s listening, attention, 
understanding and speaking skills in the 
environment with peers and adults and at group 
times e.g. RE, PSED etc.  
 

Week 3 and 4  
 
Children to act out the story ‘Brave and 
the fox’ 
Children to learn Nativity lines and songs 
 
Ongoing C&L opportunities: 
Emphasise tiered vocabulary in the areas 
with children 
Children to listen to and follow instructions 
and rules. 
Play listening games such as Chinese 
Whispers, Simon Says, Keeper of the Keys.  
Listen and learn daily prayers.  
Story time – ask the children questions 
about the story.  
Observe children’s listening, attention, 
understanding and speaking skills in the 
environment with peers and adults and at 
group times e.g. RE, PSED etc.  
 

Week 5 and 6 
 
Children to act out the story ‘The Jolly 
Christmas Postman’ 
Children to learn Nativity lines and 
songs 
 
Ongoing C&L opportunities: 
Emphasise tiered vocabulary in the areas 
with children 
Children to listen to and follow 
instructions and rules. 
Play listening games such as Chinese 
Whispers, Simon Says, Keeper of the 
Keys.  
Listen and learn daily prayers.  
Story time – ask the children questions 
about the story.  
Observe children’s listening, attention, 
understanding and speaking skills in the 
environment with peers and adults and 
at group times e.g. RE, PSED etc.  
 

Week 7  
 
Children to act out the Nativity story 
Children to learn Nativity lines and 
songs 
 
Ongoing C&L opportunities: 
Emphasise tiered vocabulary in the 
areas with children 
Children to listen to and follow 
instructions and rules. 
Play listening games such as Chinese 
Whispers, Simon Says, Keeper of the 
Keys.  
Listen and learn daily prayers.  
Story time – ask the children questions 
about the story.  
Observe children’s listening, attention, 
understanding and speaking skills in 
the environment with peers and adults 
and at group times e.g. RE, PSED etc.  
  

Development Matters Objectives:  
Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens. 
Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”. 
Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. 
Learn new vocabulary. 
Engage in story times.  
Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. 
Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

 

Physical Development  
(PD) 
Prime area 

 
 
 

Links to prior learning: Children will now be familiar with the outdoor obstacle course and the fine motor area and resources in FS2. Children have had PE lessons twice weekly in Autumn 
1. Children have joined in with dough disco and dancing throughout Autumn 1.  
 
Sticky knowledge: Knowing that hopping is jumping on one foot and they need to balance in between each hop. To demonstrate how to hop on both the right and left legs 10 times. To 
know that accurate means that the ball goes near where you want it to go. 
 
Social & Cultural opportunities: What physical activities to children like doing both in school and outside of school? Links to sporting events this half term – rugby league world cup, 
football world cup. 



Fine Motor Skills  
 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Tweeze, cut, scissor, 
pinch, squeeze, squash, 
roll, mould, tie, untie, 
thread, unthread, clip. 

Week 1 and 2 
 
Dough disco 
Model using fine motor areas in the classroom 
such as the playdough area and fine motor 
table. Model using the different fine motor 
tools in these areas.  
Fine motor table: 

Week 3 and 4  
 
Dough disco 
Model using fine motor areas in the 
classroom such as the playdough area and 
fine motor table. Model using the different 
fine motor tools in these areas.  
Fine motor table: 

Week 5 and 6 
 
Dough disco 
Model using fine motor areas in the 
classroom such as the playdough area and 
fine motor table. Model using the different 
fine motor tools in these areas.  
Fine motor table: 

Week 7  
 
Dough disco 
Model using fine motor areas in the 
classroom such as the playdough area 
and fine motor table. Model using the 
different fine motor tools in these areas.  
Fine motor table:
  

Gross Motor Skills  
 
Vocabulary: 
Pulse rate; Swap; 
Opposite; Adjust; 
 
Balance; Accurate; 
Weight of pass;  
 
Technique, Power; 
speed,  

 

Week 1 and 2 
 

Model using outdoor equipment and PE 
equipment safely. Remind children of rules 
when using equipment to keep us safe 
(stopping and listening when asked, using 
equipment as intended, checking around 
before use to make sure others are not at risk). 
Model tidying up and looking after our 
equipment.  
Twice weekly PE lessons 
Move like a polar bear from the story 

Week 3 and 4  
 
In outdoor provision, encourage children to 
move like different arctic animals. How 
would these animals move around?  
Twice weekly PE lessons. 

Week 5 and 6 
 
Skill focus: hopping – understand what 
hopping is and able to hop 10 times on 
each leg. 
Twice weekly PE lessons. 

Week 7  
  
Underarm and overarm throwing. 
Understanding the difference between 
these and being able to demonstrate 
these skills. 
Twice weekly PE lessons. 

Development Matters Objectives:  
Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.  
Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.  
Show a preference for a dominant hand.  
Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. 
Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired.  
Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 
Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: - lining up and queuing – mealtimes. 

 

Literacy  
Specific area  
 
Comprehension  
 
Word Reading  
 
Writing  
 
Phonics: Following the 
Sounds-Write scheme 
and planning. 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Story, character, setting, 
next, then, listen, 
author, cover, blurb, 
illustrator, title, who, 

Week 1 and 2 
 
Introduce our new class theme with the children – 
Arctic Explorers. What do children already know 
about the Arctic? Read the story ‘Iris & Isaac’. 
Remind children about the book features: author, 
cover, blurb, illustrator etc. Ask the children what 
they think the story might be about. Ask the children 
questions throughout the story and engage them by 
asking them to join in with key words and repeated 
phrases. 
 

- Act out the story 
- Emotions – how the characters felt 
- Sequence the story 

 
 

Week 3 and 4  
 
Read the story ’Fox and the Brave’. 
Remind children about the book features: 
author, cover, blurb, illustrator etc. Ask the 
children what they think the story might be 
about. Ask the children questions 
throughout the story and engage them by 
asking them to join in with key words and 
repeated phrases. 
 

- Sequence the story 
- Describe the characters 

 
 
 
 
Focus Activity:  

Week 5 and 6 
 
Read the story ‘The Jolly Christmas 
Postman’. Remind the children about the 
book features. Ask the children what 
they think the story might be about. Ask 
the children questions throughout the 
story and engage them by asking them to 
join in with key words and repeated 
phrases.  
 

- Describe the characters 
- Describe the settings 

Focus Activity:  
Reply to the letter the jolly Christmas 
postman has left us 
 

Week 7  
 
Read the story ‘Dear Santa’. Remind 
the children about the book features. 
Ask the children what they think the 
story might be about. Ask the children 
questions throughout the story and 
engage them by asking them to join in 
with key words and repeated phrases. 
 
Focus Activity:  
Children to write a list of what they 
want for Christmas
  



what, where, when, 
why.  

Focus Activity: Children to write a message for Iris 
and Isaac to each other 

Children to think of a time when they were 
scared of doing something but they were 
really brave. 
 
 
 

Development Matters Objectives:  
Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has meaning - print can have different purposes - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom - the names of the different parts of a book - 
page sequencing.  
Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; writing ‘m’ for mummy.  
Write some or all of their name. 
Apply phonics to writing 
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.  
Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences. 
Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 
Spell words by identifying the sounds and then writing the sound with letter/s. 

 

Maths  
Specific area  
 
Number  
 
Numerical Patterns  
 
KIRF Target:  
To count in 2’s and 5’s to 
50  
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Count, touch, order, 
number, numeral, 
amount, group.  

Week 1 and 2 
 
Recap numbers to 20  
Sing number songs to 20. 
 
Focus on teen numbers,,emphasising that the 
numbers are represented by ‘1 ten and … ones’. 
 
Use number block videos and challenges to reinforce 
this. 
 
Use dienes to represent this further. 
 
Focus activity: 
Children to write the correct number which is 
represented by the dienes. 

Week 3 and 4  
 
Number patterns up to 50 
Practise counting up to 50 with the 
children – emphasising what happens 
when we reach a ‘9’ in the ones column. 
 
Jack Hartmann numbers to 50 songs. 
 
Show how numbers to 50 are written, 
recapping the 10s and 1s method. 
 
Focus activity: 
Children to fill in the missing numbers from 
the number lines. 
  

Week 5 and 6 
 
Counting in 2’s  
Practice counting in 2’s with children, 
emphasising that we miss one every 
time. 
 
Jack Hartmann counting in twos. 
 
Counting pairs of objects. 
 
Focus activity: 
Children to count the pairs of objects and 
write the correct total numbers. 

Week 7 
 
Counting in 5’s 
Practise counting in 5’s with children, 
looking at the pattern of this on a 
number square. 
 
Use children’s hands to count in fives. 
 
Focus activity: 
Children to count the hands and say 
how many fingers there are. 

Development Matters Objectives:  
Recite numbers past 5.  
Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  
Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  
Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5.  
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.  
Count objects, actions and sounds. 
Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. 

 

Understanding the 
World  

Links to prior learning: Children may have an understanding of hot and cold places. Last half term we learnt about woodland animals so we can compare with Arctic animals. Children 
may have an understanding of different jobs from being asked what they would like to be when they grow up. Children can share their experiences of Christmas. 



(UTW) 
Specific area 

 
Past and Present  
 
 
People, culture and 
communities  
 
 
The Natural World  
 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Arctic, Antarctica, 
environment, habitat, 
Inuit, Northern Lights, 
Christmas, celebration, 
jobs, dentist, past, 
present, differences, 
similarities  

Sticky knowledge from FS1: A map shows us where different places are. The weather today is…. Weather, sunny, cold, wet, dry. I know there are other places in the world and can talk 
about one other country and what it is like there 
 
Social & Cultural opportunities: Children will have the opportunity to find out how people in a different part of the world may live differently. Children will find out about different jobs 
that they might not have heard of before. Children will think about how others celebrate Christmas or if they celebrate Christmas at all. 

Week 1 and 2 
 
Arctic and Antarctica 
Show a map of the world and discuss how the Arctic 
is at the top of the world and Antarctica is at the 
bottom. Look at pictures of these and go through 
books of these places. Doe children think these will 
be hot or cold? Children to pack bags for what they 
will need to go to the Arctic. 
 
Arctic animals 
Recap our topic for this half term: the arctic. Go 
through powerpoint and non-fiction books on arctic 
animals, discussing features and facts about them. 
Children to draw and label pictures of their favourite 
arctic animals. 

Week 3 and 4 
 
Inuit people 
Discuss that some people who live in the 
Arctic are known as Inuit people, link this 
to our new story book. Go through Inuit 
people powerpoint, discussing their 
lifestyle and what they draw. 
Compare to our lifestyle in England and 
contrast hobbies/clothes/food.  
Children to role play inuit people using the 
costumes. 
 
Northern lights 
Focus on the stories we have listened to 
and how they both include the Northern 
Lights. Research as a class about the 
Northern Lights. 
Children to recreate the northern lights 
using big pieces of material and tissue. 
Children to make northern lights artwork. 

Week 5 and 6  
 
People from around the world, different 
festivals at Christmas time/linked to 
Christmas. 
Discuss the upcoming festival of 
Christmas. 
Make links to children’s own experiences 
– what do they do to celebrate 
Christmas? Research how people around 
the world celebrate Christmas. Are there 
any people/places that don’t celebrate 
Christmas? How is it different/similar to 
how we celebrate Christmas? (Compare) 
Children to begin making Christmas 
crafts 
 
Different jobs – postman and dentist 
(linked to dentist visit) 
Recap our story and discuss what 
postmen/women do. Discuss what 
dentists do, who has been to the dentist 
before? Go through dentist powerpoint 
with children. Afterwards children to 
clean teeth in the water tray using tooth 
brushes. 

Week 7   
 
Toys in the past vs present. What is 
the past and what is the present? 
Discuss the words past and present 
with the children, what do these words 
mean? 
Look at toys we have and what toys 
were like in the past. Compare: what 
are the differences/similarities? 
Children will be invited to bring in toys 
that their parents/grandparents played 
with (encouraged to discuss this at 
home beforehand). 
Scribe quotes from children in 
discussion.  
Children to draw and label a picture of 
a toy which they want for Christmas? 

Development Matters Objectives:  
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 
Show interest in different occupations. 
Explore the natural world around them.  
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

 

Expressive Art and 
Design  
(EAD) 
Specific area 

 
Creating with materials 
 

Links to prior learning: Most children have had opportunities to craft and paint either in nursery/previous setting or at home.  
 
Sticky knowledge from FS1: I know how to draw a person with their main features. Painting tools can be thick and thin paintbrushes, spatulas, combs, toothbrushes. Fingers can also be 
used for painting. A musical instrument is an object that you use to play music. Beat is a steady beat within a song. I can play an instrument loudly/quietly and quickly/slowly. I can sing 
simple songs. 
 
Social & Cultural opportunities: Children will be able to role play as different jobs such as police officers and fire fighters. Children will be able to try new creative skills and work 
collaboratively with their peers on their designs and projects.  



Being Imaginative and 
expressive 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Vocabulary:  
Cut, glue, attach, tear, 
tie, paint, mix, brush, 
craft, create, model, 
design, apron, role play, 
pretend 

Week 1 and 2 
 
Create an arctic animal piece of artwork 
Recap UW lesson on Arctic animals. Children to 
choose their favourite arctic animal and make a craft 
based on this. Provide suggestions page for children 
for ideas. 
 
 Make an igloo 
Discuss igloos, what they are and what they are used 
for. Watch videos on igloos and how they are made. 
Afterwards, children to attempt to make their own 
igloos in different ways. 

Week 3 and 4  
 
Northern lights artwork (link with UW 
lesson) 
Focus on the stories we have listened to 
and how they both include the Northern 
Lights. Research as a class about the 
Northern Lights. 
Children to recreate the northern lights 
using big pieces of material and tissue. 
Children to make northern lights artwork. 
 
Role play as an Inuit person (link with UW 
lesson 
Discuss that some people who live in the 
Arctic are known as Inuit people, link this 
to our new story book. Go through Inuit 
people powerpoint, discussing their 
lifestyle and what they draw. 
Children to role play inuit people using the 
costumes. 
 

Week 5 and 6 
 
Christmas crafts and decorations 
Children to choose Christmas crafts from 
the suggestions page supported by 
adults. 
 
Role play being a postman 
Recap our story The Jolly Christmas 
Postman. Recap jobs and ask what a 
postman does. 
Children to role play being a postman in 
the role play area. 
Children to write letters to each other 
inside and outside, with the postmen to 
bring the letters to one another. 

Week 7 
 
Role play Santa’s grotto 
With children’s help, build a Santa’s 
grotto in the role play area. Children to 
role play being Santa Claus and Santa’s 
helpers.
  

Development Matters Objectives:  
Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 
Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.  
Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.  
Join different materials and explore different textures. 
Remember and sing entire songs. 
Develop storylines in their pretend play.  
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

 

Continuous Provision: Enhancements, Activities and Rainbow Challenges  

Area of Provision Week 1 and 2 
(2 Week Rainbow Challenge) 

Week 3 and 4  
(2 Week Rainbow Challenge)  

Week 5 and 6  
(2 Week Rainbow Challenge) 

Week 7 

Performance Area  Literacy challenge: 
Can you represent different arctic 
animals using instruments? 
 
Maths challenge: 
How many different arctic 
animals can you represent using 
instruments? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you create a show about an arctic 
explorer? 
 
Maths challenge: 
If all of the characters in your show have two 
instruments each, how many instruments will 
there be? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you perform as one of the characters from 
The Jolly Christmas Postman? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Count in 2’s to see how many characters can 
you remember from The Jolly Christmas 
Postman. 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you create and perform a song about the 
Arctic? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Counting in 5’s, how many instruments have 
you used for your song? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Remember and sing entire songs. 
Develop storylines in their pretend play.  



Role Play Area  Literacy challenge: 
Can you pretend to be Iris & Isaac 
in the arctic? 
 
Maths challenge: 
How many animals will Iris & 
Isaac meet on their arctic 
adventure? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you become an arctic explorer? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Can you pack your bag for your arctic 
expedition and work out the capacity of your 
bag? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you role play as The Jolly Christmas 
Postman? 
 
Maths challenge: 
If every character from the Jolly Christmas 
Postman has 2 letters, how many letters do 
you need? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you role play as Santa and his helpers? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Counting in 5’s, how many presents can you 
make for Christmas? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Develop storylines in their pretend play. 

Construction Area  Literacy challenge: 
Can you design and build an 
igloo? 
 
Maths challenge: 
What is the best shape for an 
igloo?  

Literacy challenge: 
Can you design and build a vehicle/transport to 
move across the snow/ice? 
 
Maths challenge: 
How many vehicles do you need so you can 
transport all of the characters? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you design and build a bridge for the arctic 
animals to cross the frozen lake safely? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Can you measure the length of the bridge you 
have built? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you design and create a sleigh for Santa 
Claus? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Using the animals, what is the capacity of the 
sleigh you have built? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 
Develop storylines in their pretend play.  

Small World Area  Literacy challenge: 
Can you retell the story of Iris and 
Isaac using the small world 
characters? 
 
Maths challenge: 
How many animals are you using 
to retell the story? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you recreate an arctic environment in the 
small world area? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Can you arrange the arctic creatures from 
tallest to shortest? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you recreate a setting from The Jolly 
Christmas Postman? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Arrange the characters into groups of 2. How 
many characters are there altogether? 

Literacy challenge: 
Can you recreate the North Pole? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Arrange the characters into groups of 5. How 
many characters are there altogether? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 
Develop storylines in their pretend play.  

Fine Motor Area  Literacy challenge: 
Can you build an igloo using the 
sugar cubes? 
 
Maths challenge: 
How many sugar cubes have you 
used to build your igloo? 

Playdough challenge this week Literacy challenge: 
Can you move the sequins onto the snowflakes 
using tweezers and describe how it looks? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Move two sequins using the tweezers at a time 
and count how many you can move. 

Literacy challenge: 
Whilst describing how they look and feel, can 
you use the tweezers to move the cotton balls 
from one jar to another? 
 
Maths challenge: 
In cotton balls, what is the capacity of each of 
the glass jars 

Development Matters Statements:  
Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.  
Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 

Playdough Area  Fine motor challenge this week Literacy challenge: 
Can you make snowballs and snowflakes using 
the snowdough? 
 
Maths challenge: 

Fine motor challenge this week Fine motor challenge this week 



Can you arrange your snowflakes which you 
have made into groups of 10? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.  
Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons. 

Investigation Area Literacy: 
Predict if the cubes of ice melt 
quicker in salt water and tap 
water and why? 
 
Maths: 
Use the sand timers to time how 
long the ice cubes take to melt 

Literacy: 
Sort the clothes into warm weather clothes 
and cold weather clothes. Discuss which are 
most appropriate for the arctic. 
 
Maths: 
How many items of clothing will you need for 
the arctic? 

Literacy: 
How can you warm up the frozen teddy bear? 
 
Maths: 
Using the sand timers, can you measure how 
long it takes for the teddy bear to get warm? 

Literacy: 
How can you save the creatures from the 
blocks of ice? 
 
Maths challenge: 
Which blocks of ice will take the 
shortest/longest amount of time to melt? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials.  
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary. 
Show interest in different occupations. 
Explore the natural world around them.  
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.  
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 

Crafting Area  Literacy: 
Can you create an igloo using the 
junk model resources? 
 
Maths:  
Compare your igloo with a 
friend’s igloo. Discuss whose 
igloo is taller and shorter.  

Literacy: 
Can you create a device to help the arctic 
explorers? E.g. a compass or GPS device 
 
Maths: 
What numbers can you put onto your 
exploring device? 

Literacy: 
Can you create snowflakes using the paper and 
scissors? 
 
Maths: 
What shapes have you made with your 
snowflakes? 
 

Literacy: 
Can you create a magical toy from Santa’s 
Workshop? 
 
Maths: 
Compare your magical toy with a friend. Who 
has used the most resources to create their 
magical toy? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.  
Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.  
Join different materials and explore different textures. 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 

Painting Area Literacy: 
Can you paint your favourite 
arctic animal? 
 
Maths: 
How many colours have you used 
for your painting?  

Literacy: 
Can you recreate the northern lights? 
 
Maths: 
How many colours have you used for your 
painting? 

Literacy: 
Can you paint a scenic arctic setting with arctic 
animals? 
 
Maths: 
How many pairs of eyes have you painted? 

Literacy: 
Can you paint a Christmas picture? E.g. Santa, a 
Christmas Tree, a reindeer etc. 
 
Maths: 
How many different colours have you used for 
your painting? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Explore colour and colour-mixing. 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings. 



Maths Area  Number: 
Can you match the numbers with 
the number of feet of the arctic 
animals? 
 
Number pattern: 
Can you match the shapes on the 
tables with the shapes of the 
igloos? 

Number: 
Can you find the correct missing numbers up to 
50? 
 
Number pattern: 
Can you use the 2D shapes to create arctic 
animals? 

Number: 
Can you use the 2-legged arctic animals to 
count how many legs there are altogether? 
 
Number pattern: 
Can you make a repeating pattern using the 
arctic animals? 

Number: 
Can you use the stars to help you to count in 
5’s? 
 
Number pattern: 
Can you order the Christmas presents from 
largest to smallest? 

Development Matters Statements:  
Recite numbers past 5.  
Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.  
Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).  
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  
Link numerals and amounts: for example, showing the right number of objects to match the numeral, up to 5.  
Experiment with their own symbols and marks as well as numerals.  
Count objects, actions and sounds. 
Link the number symbol (numeral) with its cardinal number value. 

Writing Area Reading challenge: 
Can you read the CVC words on 
the arctic animals? 
 
Writing challenge: 
Can you write messages that you 
think Iris and Isaac would send to 
each other when they are missing 
each other.  

Reading challenge: 
Can you read the tricky words on the igloos? 
 
Writing challenge: 
Can you write a list of things to pack for your 
arctic adventure? 

Reading challenge: 
Read the secret letters left from The Jolly 
Christmas Postman. 
 
Writing challenge: 
Can you write a secret message to one of the 
characters from The Jolly Christmas Postman? 

Reading: 
Read the CVC words on the Christmas 
presents. 
 
Writing challenge: 
Draw and label what present you would like for 
Christmas. 

Development Matters Statements:  
Use some of their print and letter knowledge in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page; writing ‘m’ for mummy.  
Write some or all of their name. 
Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

Phonics Area Can you use the shaving foam to 
write CVC words? 

Can you use the sounds on the snowflakes to 
build CVC words? 

Can you peg the correct initial sound for the 
arctic animals? 

Can you reveal the hidden CVC wrds using ice 
and powder paint? 

 

Development Matters Statements:  
Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has meaning - print can have different purposes - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom - the names of the different parts of a book - page 
sequencing.  
Write some or all of their name. 
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.  

Reading Corner  Explore the arctic themed books 
in the reading area  

Find a book about animals that live in the arctic 
and tell your friend a fact about them. 

Tell your friend about your favourite character 
from The Jolly Christmas Postman and why. 

Tell your friend about your favourite part of 
Dear Santa and why. 

Development Matters Statements:  
Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has meaning - print can have different purposes - we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom - the names of the different parts of a book - page 
sequencing.  
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.  



Outdoor Area  
 

 

Create a map for Iris and Isaac to 
find each other and recreate this.  

Go on an arctic adventure to find what arctic 
animals there may be outside. 

Create a map for The Jolly Christmas Postman 
and deliver all the letters to the correct places 
outside. 

As Santa, deliver presents to all the different 
characters outside. 

Development Matters Statements:  
Continue to develop their movement, balancing, riding (scooters, trikes and bikes) and ball skills. 
Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired.  

Water Area Literacy: 
Can you help the Arctic animals 
get from one side of the frozen 
lake to another? 
 
Maths: 
How many animals can you get 
from one side to the other? 

Literacy: 
Can you build a ship to get to the Arctic? Can 
you predict if it will sink or float? 
 
Maths: 
What is the capacity of animals on your ship? 

Literacy: 
Can you find the sounds in the water using the 
fishing rods and fishing nets? 
 
Maths: 
Count the sounds in the water in 2’s to see how 
many there are altogether. 

Literacy: 
Can you help the reindeer cross the frozen 
river? 
 
Maths: 
Can you time how long it takes for the 
reindeer to cross the frozen river? 

 

 

 


