
 Autumn Term 2 2022 

‘The Victorians’ Themed Half Term 
 

Year 4 
Teacher: Miss A. Hegedüs 
HLTA: Mrs N. Frost 
                       
Welcome back! I hope you had a 
lovely half term break. I am sure 
the children are looking forward 
to starting the new half term, 
especially our new topic: The 
Victorians! 
 
If you have any queries or concerns 
about your child’s progress or well-
being, please do not hesitate to 
make an after-school appointment 
to speak to me. 

 

 

Important Days 
PE on Wednesday and Friday 
PE kits with trainers should be 
brought to school in drawstring bags 
and left on the children’s pegs. 
Friday 
Homework due and reading diaries 
should be signed by parents. Spelling 
tests will take place on Fridays. 
 
Children should bring their reading 
diaries and school books into school 
every day. Please also ensure that 
children only bring book bags and draw 
string bags into school. 
 

Please label all uniform. 
RE 

In RE, the children will learn about Jesus’ teachings on why it is important that we trust Him. The children 
will explore the importance of trusting God as well as the difficulties it brings through the stories of 
Zechariah, Mary and Joseph. We will be reflecting on the importance of having trust in each other, making 
and keeping promises. 

English 
In the centre of our Victorian topic is our class text, Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. We will be exploring the classic novel 
and will use Oliver’s story to learn more about the history of Victorian England. We will look at the vocabulary used in the 
book and work out the meaning of words and phrases from the context. Our reading comprehension focus will also be on 
predictions, retrieving and inferring information. The children are beginning their learning journey by becoming reporters 
and interviewing various characters from the story of Oliver Twist. Later on, we will be unpicking the key 
features of narratives to learn from the structure and grammar. Following this, we will write our own stories. 
We will work on using fronted adverbials and direct speech in our writing. The children will continue to develop 
their understanding of effective editing and redrafting of their work. Spellings will be given out on the first 
Friday of the half term. These spellings are available for the children to learn on Spelling Shed.  

Mathematics 
At the start of this half term, children will further develop their understanding of addition and subtraction using the column 
method. We will learn to work with 4-digit numbers and solve number and practical problems that involve addition and 
subtraction. Later on in the half term, we will be learning more about making accurate estimations and using 
various checking strategies to check our answers are correct. As we explore length and perimeter 
calculations, the children will be converting between different metric units of measurements. We will learn 
and practise all our times tables up to 12x12 by the end of half term. 

Science 
This half term, we will be learning about electricity. We will discover how electricity is generated and what 
the dangers are relating to electricity. The children will investigate which appliances run on mains electricity 
or batteries. They will construct their own simple circuit and identify its basic parts. We will investigate 
what makes a complete or incomplete circuit and what materials can be conductors or insulators. We will also 
learn about the different types of switches and their uses in the household. 

Art & Design 
In Art and Design, we will begin to develop our printing skills. We will learn about the work 
of the Victorian artist William Morris and use his art to create designs in a similar fashion. 
Taking inspiration from our natural and built environments, we will make our printing blocks 
out of cardboard. After creating our printing blocks, we will be experimenting with repeating 
and rotating patters, various layers of print and different effects.  

 



Computing 
This half term, we will be working on our coding skills. The children will work with algorithms to create a 
maths quiz of their own. We will be coding quiz questions and debugging our work as we upgrade our coding 
with animations, effective sounds and catchphrases. We will also test each other’s quizzes to see whether 
they need further debugging. 

MFL 
This half term, as part of our French learning, we will be exploring the world around us. We will be building 
on our Geography learning of the UK and expanding our vocabulary in French to be able to introduce ourselves 
and describe where we live. We will also research French-speaking countries and see what interesting 
information we can find out about them. 

Music 
At the start of the half term, we will listen to musical pieces composed by Antonio Vivaldi. We will explore 
Vivaldi’s music that was designed to remind listeners of places and things in the world around them. The 
piece of orchestral music that we will take our inspiration from will be ‘Winter’ from ‘The Four Seasons’. We 
will then create our own ‘programme’ music to tell a story. 

PE 
In PE, the children will be developing their skills in playing ball games. They will be exploring the different 
rules in sports like hockey, football, tennis or basketball. They will also learn about the importance of timing 
and being able to read game situations correctly. 

PSHE 
In PSHE, we will explore the topic of identity, society and equality with links to our British Value of individual 
liberty. At the beginning of the half term, we will discuss what is important to us to maintain our physical 
health and wellbeing. We will also learn about how a growth mindset can help us embrace further learning 
challenges and how we can build our resilience further.  

Topic  
‘The Victorians’ 

Our topic is linked to History this half term. To kick-start our new topic, Year 4 will take 
part in a 19th century style themed day. We will experience what a Victorian school day was 
like as we dress up as Victorian school children. We will deepen our knowledge and 
understanding about the lives of children throughout the Victorian times. Our historical 
research will also focus on interesting inventions from the era. 

Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

• Mathletics / Times Tables Rock Stars / Spelling Shed tasks / Reading Eggs 
• Reading the school reading books 5 times per week for 15 minutes, minimum, but longer reading time is preferable 

to build reading stamina. Use reading journals to record homework and focus on reading comprehension skills. 
• Research projects available on the Y4 website. 

Our School Homework policy is available on the school website. 
Ways to Help Your Child 

 
At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we believe that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our pupils 
achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with their 
learning.  
 
Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their 
homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability and boost their reading motivation and enjoyment. 
In addition, your child will have an advantage in English if you read a book to them regularly. 
 
The children’s KIRF target this half term is to use mental methods to add and subtract numbers. Practising number bonds 
and playing mental maths games can help children add and subtract both 2-digit and 3-digit numbers. By the end of year 4, 
the children also need to be able to recall their times tables and division facts up to 12x12. These facts are important to 
support learning in other areas of their maths learning so please ensure to practise these regularly. As always, support given 
to children at home is invaluable and if you need any support with this please ask. 
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