
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Whole School Approach to Teaching Geography 

 

Our approach to teaching Geography is: 

 

• hook for learning 
 

• questions 
 

• key vocabulary 
 

• knowledge, skills and understanding 
 

• fieldwork skills 
 

• Maths & English applied 
 

• reading around the subject 
 
 
Further Explanation Behind the Approach 

Teachers will begin each topic with a hook for learning (feely bag with objects, close up of 

pictures to identify, a prop, a video clip). The hook strategy is a short opening into a lesson, that 

prepares the children for the upcoming topic that they will be learning. The hook is meant to be a 

short (ten seconds to three minutes), engaging moment prior to the start of a topic, grabbing the 

children’s interest and attention and promoting curiosity, excitement and the use of geographical 

skills. 

Children will generate questions around the topic. These are then added to the working wall 

and planned for within a topic to develop children’s interest and knowledge and understanding. 

Opportunities to ask further questions and deepen geographical knowledge and understanding 

arise throughout the topic.  

Introduce key vocabulary to deepen knowledge and understanding with the expectation that 

children will use and apply this vocabulary. 

Lessons teach geographical knowledge, skills and understanding. These are assessed 
throughout KS1 & KS2 with an expectation that every child will achieve at least age related 
expectations in Geography. 

Fieldwork skills are embedded in each topic. Where possible, children will do practical work 
collecting data, observing and measuring human and physical geographical features. 

Teachers plan opportunities for the application of Maths and English skills (linking to current 

and prior learning outcomes) to deepen their knowledge and understanding. 

Children are given the opportunity to read around their topic through carefully chosen books 

to deepen learning in Geography and to further develop vocabulary skills.  

All learning will be differentiated to suit the individual needs of children. This includes specific 
differentiation linked to the specific geography task as well as considering the need to differentiate 
within geography lessons linked to other areas of need: e.g. coloured overlays when reading 
instructions if a child has visual stress. This provision will be clear in books and work samples. 


