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Dear families,                 5th September 2022 

Welcome Back!  
 
I hope you have had a wonderful summer. We are very much looking forward to welcoming our children back to school 
tomorrow and meeting all of our new starters, following our staff training day today. We have been busy preparing school 
and the classrooms are looking fantastic. 
 
The main school gate will open at 8:40am. This is for our reception – Y6 pupils. Doors to school will open from 8:45am 
and children will need to be in their classroom and registered no later than 8:55am. We ask that children are in school as 
close to 8:45am as possible as each day there is 10 minutes of early work, working on essential key skills within each year 
group. We ask for support from our families in ensuring that children arrive at school promptly ready to start their early 
work as this will support them with the tasks in the day ahead and help them with a smooth and calm start to the day. If 
you need any support with the morning transition, please speak to Mrs Ward or Miss Collier. Please note that arriving after 
registration at 8:55am will mean that your child is late to school.  
 
Our nursery doors will open at 8:55am. The morning session begins at 9am for our nursery pupils. 
 
Collection Arrangements 
Collection for Nursery Morning: 12pm (please collect from the nursery gate as normal) 
Collection for Nursery Afternoon: 3pm (please collect from the nursery gate as normal) 
Collection for Reception: 3:10pm (please collect your child from the nursery gate) 
Collection for Y1 – Y6: 3:15pm (please collect your child from their classroom exit) 
 
Please note, EYFS have transition arrangements in place for this week, which have already been shared. The timings 
above apply after the transition period. Y6 children only, with written permission, may leave school without an adult.  
 
Wall Repairs Outside of School: Health and Safety 
You will notice that the wall adjacent to school is in the process of being repaired. The town council started work on this 
mid August and it is due to complete within 11 weeks; this will take us up to approximately the start of November. You will 
notice that safety fencing has been erected which in some areas comes out onto the pathway near the school entrance. 
We are asking that vehicles therefore, do not come up to the school gate during drop off and collection time. This will 
enable families to use some of the road area between the main school access gate and where the path becomes more 
accessible near to the large tree. We will be talking to our children this week about being safe around school, especially 
during the repair works. Please speak to your child about this also and please ensure they do not go near to the wall 
during this time and please ensure additional supervision when using the small section of road near to school as whilst we 
are communicating with visitors and staff to ensure the road up to school is not accessed during these times, there may be 
vehicles who are accessing school unannounced and who have therefore not had this message.  
 
School Uniform 
Children should now be wearing full school uniform as the summer term has ended. Details of this are available on our 
school website. Please familiarise yourself with this throughout the school year. We have a fantastic secondhand school 
uniform shop, run by our wonderful FOSJ, with uniform that is in excellent condition.  Please let us know if you would like 
to access this outside of the varying pop-up shop dates that are held throughout the school year. 
 
School uniform is to be worn to school each day including indoor black pumps and for H&S reasons long hair must be tied 
up. PE kits must be brought into school for PE days for children to change into for their PE lessons and can be taken 
home each day or left in school. They will use their PE kits at least twice each week for PE in school. Y5 will use it once as 
their second PE session is swimming. We recommend that the children bring their PE kit bags home regularly for washing. 
To find out when your child’s PE days are, please refer to our class newsletters.  
 
Please note, we cannot accommodate rucksacks in school, so children must only bring to school their book bag, and a 
draw string bag for PE kits. We simply do not have the space in school for additional bags or items from home.  
 
Full details of school uniform can be found on the school website. 
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Assemblies 
Each week we hold several assemblies in school including whole school worship, key stage worship and class collective 
worship. In addition, we hold a weekly celebration assembly for FS2-Y6 which parents and carers are invited to. Golden 
Book Celebration assembly will be held each Thursday at 2:30pm in the school hall. 
 
Golden Book Celebration Assembly will begin this coming Thursday 8th September and parents/carers are invited to 
attend. This week’s Golden Book Assembly won’t include class teachers’ disciple of the week and golden book star of the 
week, but we are inviting our children to bring in any awards they have achieved over the summer and share these with 
us. As we are only just back to school on Tuesday, teachers won’t have enough time to choose these stars and inform 
parents/carers with enough notice. Following on from this, we will hold golden book assembly each Thursday at 2:30pm 
prompt. If your child is in the golden book, you will receive a text the week before inviting you to attend. Children are 
always welcome to being in awards from clubs/groups they attend outside of school too and these will be presented to the 
children in golden book. Please note, there may be times where golden book needs to be cancelled. This will be kept to an 
absolute minimum and parents/carers will be given as much notice as possible. 
 
Mass in School 
This month, we welcome Mgr Andrew Summersgill to St Joseph’s. Fr Andrew will be leading our start of year mass in 
school on Tuesday 13th September at 10:15am. All families are welcome to join us in school for mass. There will be a 
number of masses in school throughout the academic year; Mrs Cooper will inform you of these once these have been 
agreed with Fr Andrew.  
 
Healthy Food in School 
Children in EYFS and KS1 have access to a piece of fresh fruit each day which is provided to the school externally. KS2 
children are invited to bring in their own snack for break time; this must be a piece of fresh or dried fruit or fresh 
vegetables. Each child should have a water bottle in school that they can access throughout the school day. Please do not 
send juice or fizzy drinks into school. We also ask that children’s packed lunches are healthy and that they do not include 
nuts as we are a nut free school. Our healthy packed lunch leaflet can be accessed via the school website for more details 
in the ‘School Meals’ page.  
 
Live Simply School 
As a Live Simply School, we are very proud of our commitments to living more sustainably and in solidarity with the poor. 
We ask that our families support our mission as much as possible and there are a variety of ways to do this. Throughout 
the year, there will be varying opportunities to get involved through specific events and initiatives, but there are things we 
can be doing to minimise our carbon footprint and look after God’s world starting today. Previous Y6 pupils have left 
legacies that we hope to be able to continue. We are committed to as much as possible, avoiding using single use plastic. 
We therefore ask that our children have a reusable water bottle in school. A second initiative was the recycling of crisp 
packets and batteries, that can’t be recycled as easily as other materials.  Therefore, if you have any crisp 
packets/batteries from home, please bring these into school and we will send these off for re-cycling. 
 
Other Helpful Information: 

• A member of the office team will be on hand at the ICT suite for any morning messages to be passed on. 

• Half termly class newsletters and lesson plan overviews (Medium Term Plans: MTPs) can be accessed via each 
year group class page at the start of each half term. Please familiarise yourself with these as they are a great 
resource for involving yourself in your child’s current learning journey. This includes information on the texts, 
topics and objectives being covered and how you can further help at home.   

• Should you need to speak with your child’s class teacher, please make an appointment through the school office 
in the usual way.  

• Each morning, a member of your child’s key stage team will be at the cloakroom to greet the children whilst 
another staff member from your child’s year group is in class supervising early work. This will alternate 
throughout the week on a rota basis.  

 
Thank you for your continued and valued support. I look forward to seeing you all tomorrow and welcoming all of our new 
starters to St Joseph’s.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
L Milivojevic  
Headteacher 


