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THREE BOOK APPROACH TO READING 

 

 WHAT IS THE APPROACH? 

The aim of this model is to promote a love of reading and to develop reading confidence in 

children who struggle to read. It is an approach to reading that can be tried with those 

children who struggle with fluency and accuracy. The main aim is to develop their reading 

fluency so that they experience success, their confidence grows and in turn their willingness 

to read increases. 

 It is likely that the books will be at a lower level than those that their peers are reading 

but they also need to be ones that engage and interest them. Where possible the 

children need to be involved in choosing the books that they are reading. 

 

 HOW DOES IT WORK? 
At any one time the child has 3 different reading books on the go: 

1. Practice Read 

2. Expert Read  

3. Shared Read / HILL Books 

 

1. PRACTICE READ: (Introduced and read at school) 

 
The PRACTICE READ is a book that is new to the child so that they are unaccustomed 

to the text. When introducing the book to the child for the first time the following 

strategies can be used: 

 

 Walk – through: 

Look at the front cover and talk about it / predict what might happen in the story from the 

cover or the title 

Look at each page without reading anything / look at the illustrations / make predictions & 

observe what it happening on each page. 

 Pre-Teach: 

Identify and teach new words & tricky vocab ~ what do they mean, can we explain them 

or use them in a sentence, can we find the matching object in a picture. Make flash cards 

and play games with them, etc. 

 Echo Read: 

Adult reads x1 page and then the child repeats. Repeat this for every page in the book. 

Can do this a couple of times and in consecutive sessions. 

 Take Time: 

Time then needs to be taken to read and develop the fluency of the practice read book ~ 

this may take a week or more. Can concentrate on 3-4 pages a day, teach and re-visit 

tricky words, repeat the echo reading for first few days. The child is considered fluent 

when they can read the book with 95% accuracy. The book can then be moved into the 

EXERT READ section. 



 

2. EXPERT READ: 
 The EXPERT READ is a book that has previously been a Practice Read that has been 

worked on in class. 

 This can be sent home with the hope that it is read at home regularly. The main aim is 

that the fluency and confidence when reading the book continues to increase and that 

the child can consider it as an independent read. 

 In some cases the child will have just memorised the book having read it so many times 

so to check this can ask them to read it backwards or pick a page at random or find a 

certain word 3 times on different pages, etc. Can also continue to play different games 

with the flashcards ~ speed reading, etc. 

 Once an Expert Read has been read at home it is replaced with a new Expert Read 

which was previously the Practice Read! 

 Idea is to return to the Expert Reads after a couple of weeks ~ has the fluency been 

retained, can the children still read the book confidently? 

 

3. SHARED READ: 
 The SHARED READ may be a harder, more challenging read that the child may not 

be able to read independently. It may be books that are of interest to them or by a 

favourite author but that they can’t read fluently by themselves. 

 

 Can use some of the strategies for the PRACTICE READ or EXPERT READ or 

alternatively the child can just listen to an adult read and then answer questions at the 

end / recap what happened at the beginning of the next session, etc. This book can 

be shared between home and school and may take a considerable amount of time to 

get through. However it needs changing if the child gets bored or isn’t accessing it. 

Equally they cannot keep returning to the same SHARED READ. 

 

 Other shared reads may be HILL books (High Interest Low Level). These are 

books that are designed to interest the child but are at a level that they can read 

independently. The main aim is that the child can read them by themselves and with 

confidence so that they feel like a reader! 

 

 

Echo Read: Adult reads to the child whilst the child listens.  Aim to read at least one or two sentences at 

a time. Now ask the child to echo the text. 

Paired Read: Go back to the beginning and read the text ‘in unison.’ Adult drops their voice when the 

pupil is confident but immediately picks up the reading when needed. 

Independent Read: Ask the child to now read those pages on their own. 

 

 

 



 

QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN SHARING BOOKS / READING TOGETHER 

 
‘Walkthrough’ the whole book: 

 Look at the title (If the child is able to ask them what letter it begins with/sound it out together or read 
with the child).  

 Look at the pictures in the book and point out any words that link to the picture e.g. character names, 
objects in the picture. 
 

 

Questions to ask before you read: 

 Looking at the pictures can you predict what you think will happen in this book? 

 What makes you think that? 

 What characters do you think might be in our story? 

 Do you think there will be a problem in this story? Why or why not? 

 Does the topic / story relate to you or your family? How? 

 

Questions to ask during the reading: 

 What do you think will happen next? 

 What can you tell me about the story so far? 

 Can you predict how the story will end? 

 Why do you think the character did    ? 

 What would you have done if you were the character? 

 How would you have felt if you were the character? (Refer to different characters.) 

 As I read     , it made me picture     in my head. What pictures did 
you see in your head? 

 As you read, what are you wondering about? 

 Can you put what you’ve just read in your own words? 

 

Questions to ask after reading: 

 Can you remember the title? 

 In your opinion, was it a good title for this book? Why or why not? 

 Were your predictions about the story correct? 

 If there was a problem did it get solved? 

 What happened because of the problem? 

 Why do you think the author wrote this book? 

 What was your favourite part of the story? 

 If you could change one thing in the story, what would it be? 

 Can you retell the story in order? 

 If you were    , how would you have felt? 

 What is the most interesting situation in the story? 

 Is there a character in the story like you? How are you alike? 

 Why did you like / dislike this book? 

 

 



 

Activities 

1. Slingerland method (Sentence Reading Practice) 

 This strategy can be used to support children who tend to take a long time to read sentences 
or sound out every letter. After listening to the child read, choose a sentence from the book. 
E.g. The cat had a nap on the mat. 

 Ask the child to read the sentence out loud. (Use a dictaphone, Ipad or talking whiteboard to 
record the child’s reading). 

 Write out the sentence as below ~ the child can also have a go at writing the sentences as 
well. 

 
The 
The cat 
The cat had 
The cat had a  
The cat had a nap 
The cat had a nap on 
The cat had a nap on the 
The cat had a nap on the mat. 
 
Child reads a word at a time and adds one each time. 
Record the reading again. Allow the child to listen back and comment on improvements.  
 
 
2. Cut up Sentence read: 

 After listening to the child read, choose a sentence from the book. E.g. The cat had a nap on 
the mat. Write this on a strip of paper. 

 Ask the child to read the sentence out loud. Now cut up the sentence and ask the pupil to 
rearrange the words into the correct order so that it matches with the original sentence in the 
book.   

 
 
3. Direct Instruction: 

Identifying words 

1. Introduce the words one at a time:  
 “This word says….I” 

“Let’s say the word together…” For a young child you may wish to use different voices 

(e.g. happy, sad, etc.) 

2. Adult traces over each letter in the word, saying the word as you trace. 
3. Place the word in front of the pupil and ask him/her to trace it five times, repeating the word 

at the same time. 
4. Next ask the child to close his/her eyes and picture the word in their head, once they can see 

the word, ask them to trace the letters in the air, saying the word as they trace it. 
5. Adult turns the word over and asks the pupil to recall it. 
6. Adult ‘hides’ the word in a pack of four cards, shows each word and asks, “Is that…?” (The 

pupil should identify the selected word but not the others in the pack). 

 

 

7. Adult then places the word in front of the child and asks the child, “What does this word say?”  

I 

can 

 
 
can 

see Mum I 



4. Race around the Track: 

Select between 2 and 3 words for children to practice reading around the race track. 

Choose words that the child has been practicing. This could be from their reading book or a ‘tricky word.’  

Place the target word more frequently around the track.  

Check for accuracy first then see how quickly the child can read the word in 1 minute. 

(Keep a record of scores to show improvement). 

 

the a I a 

a 
 

the 

the the 

a I  

the the a a 
Race around track  



 

 

 

 

 

   

 
  

 

 

  

  

 

 

   

 

  



Minute a day 

How many can you read in a minute? 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Activity 

 
Echo Read 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Paired Read  

 
 

My turn 

 
 

Match words 
 

 
 

 
Race Around or 

Minute a Day 

 
 

Slingerland or  
cut up sentence  

 
 

 Once upon a 

time 

Once upon a 

time 

 

sa

n

d 
sand 

Tom  hid in tree the

 


