
 Summer 2  2022 

‘Plants’ Themed Half Term  
 

Year 3 

 

Teacher: Mrs Hodgson 

HLTA: Mrs Riordan 
                       

Welcome back! I hope you had a 

fantastic half term break. 

 

 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to 

make an after-school appointment 

to speak to me. 

 

 

Important Days 

Wednesday 

Spelling test starts on 15.6.22 
 
Wednesday and Friday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with 

trainers. Children should wear the PE 

kits all day on these days. Please 

note this half term one PE lesson 

will now be on Friday 

 

Friday 

Reading diaries should be signed by 

parents and reading recorded in them. 

 

Children should bring their reading 

diaries and school books into school 

every day. Please also ensure that 

children only bring book bags and draw 

string bags into school. 

 

Please label all uniform. 

RE 
The new RE topic is called ‘Being a Christian’.  In this topic, the children will begin to understand what being a Christian 

involves and reflect on what it means for us. They will have the opportunity to know what Jesus teaches us about helping 

others whilst reflecting on how we can help others. We will also look at how St. Paul had to learn to be a Christian and 

think about what we can learn from his experience. Finally, the children will learn about people who use their gifts to help 

others and reflect on what we can learn from them. 

English 
Punctuation and vocabulary will be a key priority this half term so we will revisit and practise using capital letters, full stops, commas, 

question marks, exclamation marks and speech marks. We will be using a fantastic novel called, ‘The Boy who Grew Dragons’, 

which will be a great stimulus to develop our vocabulary, incorporate role play to write stories and instructions. We will take 

ownership of our writing to make sure we are checking and self- assessing our learning. We will be linking closely to our 

Science topic about plants and our writing will therefore be linked to this work. This enables the children to have a real 

purpose to write. In handwriting, we will be focusing on forming letters of a consistent size and the use of joined-up cursive handwriting. 

We will be completing guided reading sessions around our key core text. 

Maths 
 KIRF targets (key instant recall facts) will be the key priority this half term. We will be revisiting the four operations: 

addition, subtraction, multiplication and division in our daily KIRFs practise. Year 3 will tell and write the time from an 

analogue clock, including using Roman numerals from I to XII and 12-hour and 24-hour clocks. Following this, Year 3 will 

recognise angles as a property of shape or a description of a turn, identify right angles and identify whether angles are 

greater than or less than a right angle. We will also be looking at the properties of 2-D and 3-D shapes. Finally, we will be  

looking at units of measurement in grams, kilograms, millilitres and litres. 

                Science 
In Science, Year 3 will be learning about the functions of plants. We will name the different parts of a flower and 

explain their role in pollination and fertilisation. We will be working scientifically to answer questions such as ‘Which 

conditions help seeds germinate quicker?’ and using our maths skills to help sort and classify different seeds. The 

children will have lots of opportunities to embed their working scientifically skills by collecting data, analysing it and 

using different tables and graphs to represent their conclusions. Year 3 will be challenged to evaluate the methods they 

used and the quality of their data, suggesting ways they could improve their test. 

Art/DT 
Year 3 will be focusing on the artist Georgia O’Keefe, who drew on inspiration from nature to paint 

flowers. We will begin our learning journey by commenting on our favourite painting and explaining why. 

We will aim to recreate a painting in the style of Georgia O’Keefe. We will practise first by observing 

flowers closely and sketching them. The skills we will focus on will be creating areas of light and shadow. 

The children will also be linking their Science topic on plants to make a simple bug hotel. 



Computing 
This half term the children will be practising and developing their skills of creating links in keynote. They will be creating 

their own presentations linked to their Geography learning. Keeping ourselves safe whilst online will remain a priority. Our 

children will explore what it means to be responsible to and respectful of their offline and online communities as a way to 

learn how to be good digital citizens. 

MFL 
In MFL, we will develop our listening skills through listening to spoken language in French and showing understanding by 

joining in and responding —this will be through greetings, numbers, days of the week and likes and dislikes etc to begin 

with. We will also encourage children to speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and phrases. The children will be 

encouraged to engage in conversations in French and this will progress to broadening their vocabulary and developing the 

ability to understand new words that are introduced.  

Music 
This half term the children will be building on existing skills to they have learned so far of playing together as an 

ensemble, using repeated melodic and rhythmic ideas. They will be performing well known melodic pieces of music either 

leading an ensemble or following a conductor as part of an ensemble. The children will be taking ownership of how they 

wish to perform, choosing their own musical instruments. 

PE 
Each week, Year 3 will focus on learning different skills. This half-term the children will practise the skills of running and jumping to gain 

momentum. Whilst playing tennis, they will follow the rules of the game and develop the skills of striking a ball using forehand and 

backhand. Year 3 will also develop their skills of controlling and dribbling a hockey ball and they will continue to develop their listening 

skills and understand the importance of playing fairly as well as working well within a team.  

PSHE 
In PSHE, we will explore the topic of making healthy choices about food and drinks, how branding can affect what foods 

people choose to buy and about keeping active for our mental and physical health. We will also be focusing on growth 

mind set by understanding what it means and how we can apply this way of thinking to overcome obstacles and challenges 

we may face. 

History and Geography 
This half term Year 3 will finish their learning about the Tudors. We will be comparing and contrasting food eaten by rich 

and poor Tudors and investigating what life was life for children during Tudor times. Our trip to Temple Newsam will 

further enhance our understanding of this time period. We will finally write a non-chronological report about Tudor times. 

We will also be studying France, looking at where it is and learning about its main physical and human features. The children 

will be developing their skills to locate places, investigate them and develop their geographical vocabulary. 

Homework 

 Mathletics/Spelling Shed tasks  

 Times table rock stars practise. 

 Reading Eggs 

 Reading the school reading books 5 times per week for 15 minutes minimum, but longer reading time is 

preferable to build reading stamina 

 Research projects  

Our School Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we believe that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our pupils 

achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with their 

learning.  

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and record each time you listen to them read 

in their homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability and boost their reading motivation and 

enjoyment.  

 
 


