
Summer Term 2 2022 

Themed Half Term: Dinosaurs  

Foundation Stage 2 

Teachers- Mrs Hemming and Mrs Harrison 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Skilbeck and Miss 

Hazar  

If you have any queries or concerns that you 

would like to discuss, please contact the office 

to arrange a telephone call or an appointment. 

                                                                                                                        

 

 

Important Days 

PE  

The children will have PE with PE Partner 

and Mrs Hemming on Wednesday and Mrs 

Harrison on Fridays. Please ensure that on 

these days your child comes into school in 

their outdoors PE kit.  

Please make sure your child comes to 

school with a waterproof coat and has 

their wellies in school for our outdoor 

learning every day.  

Please ensure that all uniform, including 

pumps, are labelled.  

RE  

This half term, our topic is, ‘The Church’. In our RE lessons, the children will be learning how we are all part of God’s family and 

that we are all welcome in His church. We will all reflect on how it feels to be part of His family too. We will be learning what 

we will see within the church such as the alter, the font, the crucifix, the tabernacle and the sanctuary light. Further to this, 

the children will learn about how there are people who help to look after the church. We will welcome a visitor into school who 

will tell us about what they do and their reasons for helping. To show our appreciation for those who help at church, we are 

going to make special thank you cards for them too! To finish our RE learning journey for this half term, we will all think about 

what Sunday means to us and how we keep it special in our families.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

This half term we are linking our PSED learning to our whole school theme of ‘Growth Mindset’. The children will make links 

back to the story we read in the spring term about our fantastic elastic brain, and how every time we do something, and try 

something new, we are stretching our brain and keeping it healthy. We will also continue to teach the children that it is ok to 

make mistakes, and it is often good to make mistakes as we often achieve some of our greatest learning through the mistakes 

that we make. We will be reading a book called ‘The girl who never made mistakes’ to explore how mistakes are OK. We will also 

have a week dedicated to keeping our heart healthy. We will learn all about the heart through a book called ‘Hear your Heart’. 

The children will take on some exercises to listen to our heart beat, and we will also learn about how a balanced diet is good 

for our hearts. In week 3 of this half term, the children will have a special visit from Sean Gaffney who has taken part in the 

Invictus games. He will teach the children how we need to have resilience and perseverance to achieve our goals. The children 

will have an opportunity to take part in a fitness circuit with him, which will teach them new skills, resilience and get their 

heart pumping! To end the half term, we will be thinking about new beginnings as we move forward into Year 1. The children will 

have lots of opportunities to visit their new classroom and ask questions about Year 1. We will be linking our transition to a 

story called, ‘Dear Teacher’ if you would like to read this at home too.  

Literacy/Phonics  

In our phonics learning, we will continue to follow the Sounds-Write scheme that we use at St Joseph’s. Please continue to look 

at our website to see which sounds we are learning and how you can help your child at home. To begin our literacy learning 

journey this half term, we will be focusing on the story, ‘Dear Dinosaur’. We will look at the letters within the text and begin 

to learn the features of letters. The children will have the opportunity to write their own letters to a T-Rex to tell them all 

about themselves. In their writing provision area, they will be writing postcards to tell him all about their half term too! After 

that, we will move onto our next dino-themed text, ‘Dinosaurs Love Underpants’. The children will have further opportunity to 

use their developing letter writing skills and to use adjectives in their writing too. The final text we will be using in our 

Literacy this half term is, ‘Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs’. The children will be invited to design their own dinosaurs and 

describe them. We can’t wait to see the dinosaurs that they design! 



 

Mathematics  
This half term will be beginning our learning journey by focusing on finding doubles of numbers up to 20. We will then be 

learning how to share objects and numbers in practical activities. Our final maths learning this half term will be measures. We 

will be estimating the size of in class sized dinosaurs and then using cubes and rulers to measure. We will be exploring what 

units of measurement are used to measure different objects. To support your child with their learning at home, please 

continue to help them learn their number bonds to 10. We will be doing these in our rainbow challenges and in daily maths 

songs. Furthermore, our KIRF focus for this half term is to start to learn the value of digits in the tens and ones columns. 

Please continue to make sure your child completes their maths seeds homework as it will link to what we are learning in class.  

         Understanding the World   

In this area of our learning this half term, the children will 

begin by exploring where we live, and where abouts in England 

Wetherby, Leeds and West Yorkshire is. We will then start to 

explore the lifespan of dinosaurs. We will take a trip to our new 

timeline in school so the children can start to understand the 

concept of the past, and where the dinosaur period is in relation 

to other events they have learnt about. The children will learn 

that the dinosaur era started in the Triassic period. The 

children will then learn about Mary Anning, and why she was a 

significant person to our British History. We will be looking at a 

selection of fossils through online museums and pictures and 

what the fossils tell us. The children will have the opportunity to 

learn lots of dinosaur names and have opportunities to ask 

questions about our earth when dinosaurs were alive to further 

their learning journey this half term.   

                    Homework  

Please ensure that your child reads their reading books 

daily at home and that they bring these in their book bags 

to school every day. Please also work on the children’s 

sounds and tricky words that they are learning which you 

will find on our class website. Please encourage your child 

to make words with our new sounds and aim to write three 

sentences a week at home so they can apply their phonic 

skills. It would be helpful to play a tricky word game every 

day to ensure they have a secure recognition of these 

words.  You can also encourage your child to write a tricky 

word sentence or question every week at home.  

Your child will be set Mathseeds and Reading Eggs 

activities every other week that they can complete these 

at home. They can also play on ‘Fast Phonics’ when they 

have completed their reading challenges.  

PE 
Our focus to start this half term is balance and careful controlled movements of our bodies. The children will focus on 

controlling all different parts of their bodies to enable them to move both themselves and PE equipment. They will then move 

onto jumping and landing where they will learn and develop their techniques for increasing their balance.  

In class, the children also have lots of opportunities to develop their fine motor skills too. They will continue to have their 

daily dough disco, using play doh to create dinosaurs, using tweezers to make pasta dinosaur skeletons and using scissors to 

create dinosaurs out of different shapes.  

                                                Expressive Arts and Design   
In our creative area, we will continue to develop the skills that we have been building upon this year so far. In our role play 

area, we have transformed the space for the children to become mini palaeontologists where they will be excavating for 

dinosaur bones. They will also be making their own fossils to use in this area too! The children will also have some dinosaur 

creations to make in our creative area which includes them making dinosaur models and some dinosaur artwork. The children 

will be continuing to develop their understanding of mixing colours. The children will also be learning and performing some 

dinosaur themed songs in their music area. They will be changing classic nursery rhymes such as, ‘Old MacDonald’ and ‘The 

Wheels on the Bus’, to create their own verses about dinosaurs.  The children will be making their own instruments too within 

their creative area. Please continue to bring in your recycled materials such as bottle lids, yoghurt pots and smaller cardboard 

boxes for this. It is always greatly appreciated! 

                                                        Ways to Help  
We continue to place a huge emphasis on working in partnership with parents and carers to support our children. We will 

continue to add our classroom rainbow challenges to Tapestry every other week if you would like to complete these at home. 

We would like you to start building writing into your child’s daily (ideally) or weekly routine. Find a time in the day/week where 

your child can write a sentence about their day, or a question they would like to find out or create a funny sentence with our 

new sounds and all tricky words. We would like you to continue this over the six-week holidays so your child continues their 

love of writing when they start Year 1.  You could also take your child on a trip to the dinosaur ranger adventure at 

Whistlestop Valley Park, Scarborough’s Rotunda Museum where you can explore Yorkshires dinosaur coast or a trip to the 

Yorkshire Museum in York to look at their Jurassic world exhibit and fossil display. You could try one of our personal 

favorites, a trip to Evolution restaurant and soft play at the Yorkshire Wildlife Park where the dinosaurs will eat your lunch if 

you’re not looking! Please share your adventures with us on Tapestry so your child can talk about them with their friends as a 

whole class.  


