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Themed Half Term: Around the World  

Foundation Stage 2 

Teachers- Mrs Hemming and Mrs Harrison 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Skilbeck 

If you have any queries or concerns that 

you would like to discuss, please contact the 

office to arrange a telephone call or an 

appointment. 

                                                                                                                            

 

 

Important Days 

PE  

The children will have PE with PE Partner 

and Mrs Hemming on Wednesday and 

Mrs Harrison on Fridays. Please ensure 

that on these days your child comes into 

school in their outdoor PE kit. Details of 

which can be found on our school 

website. 

Please make sure your child comes to 

school in a warm coat and has their 

wellies in school for our outdoor learning 

every day. Please ensure all items 

(including clothing) are named. 

RE  

Our topic this half term is called ‘New Life’. To start this half term, we will be reading a story that helps us reflect on Holy 

Week and why it is important to us as Christians. We will order the events of Holy Week as a class. The children will be 

encouraged to think about how Jesus felt at different times during Holy Week and use their knowledge of feelings and 

emotions from their PSED lessons. The children will then listen to the story of Mary Magdalene and her significance in the 

Easter story. Through drama, we will retell the story of Mary Magdalene, drawing upon how Mary felt when she got to Jesus’s 

tomb. We will then explore the story of Jesus appearing to the disciples at different times and the children will have the 

opportunity to listen to the story of Jesus visiting Thomas who doubted who Jesus said he was. Our RE topic will end by the 

children exploring the story of Jesus ascending into Heaven with a focus on how they thought Jesus and the disciples felt. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

For this half term, we will start our half term by linking back to a familiar text, ‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna Llenas. We will 

be exploring how different feelings can look and different ways that we can manage unwanted feelings such as anger or 

sadness. Following this, the children will be learning about the different factors that support their overall health and 

wellbeing: exercise, sensible amounts of screen time, a balanced diet and a good sleep routine. We will be exploring what this 

means and how we can apply this in our everyday lives. To support at home with this, please talk about these factors with your 

children to help them understand how they can put these into action. In our final two weeks of the half term, we will be using 

the text, ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ by Giles Andreae to focus on growth mindset. We will be talking about how everyone is 

different, embracing our own differences, and building confidence and self-esteem. We will continue to build on the children 

developing their understanding that we are not perfect and we cannot always be great at something straight away – it takes 

practise and telling ourselves that we are doing well is important. We will continue to teach the children when they say, ‘I can’t 

do it,’ to instead try, ‘I can’t do it… yet!’ 

Literacy/Phonics  

In our phonics learning, we will continue to follow the Sounds-Write scheme that we use at St Joseph’s. The sounds and tricky 

words that the children are learning can be found in their ‘sounds’ books and on our class web page. In Literacy, we are 

following our topic of ‘Around the World’ through the texts written by Giles Andreae: ’Farmyard Hullaballoo’, ‘The Chimpanzees 

of Happy town‘ and ‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’. We will be continuing to work on our learning of how to write our letters using 

precursive writing in our phonics lessons and in our focus writing sessions. We will also be embedding how to start sentences 

with a capital letter, use a finger space between each word and a full stop when our sentence is finished. The children will 

continue to develop their writing skills by applying their phonics to write their words. We will be encouraging the children to 

write more independently and have a go at words using their phonics skills. We will continue to encourage the children that it is 

ok to spell a word wrong, as long as they are trying to use their phonic sounds. It would be great if you could model this at 

home too. Please continue to add any writing onto Tapestry- we love to see them applying their writing skills at home too! 

Please also support with pencil grip so that your child is able to write more comfortably for longer periods of time.  



 

Mathematics  

In Mathematics, we will be beginning our learning journey by focusing on identifying one more and one less than any given 

number. Following this, we will then move onto subtracting numbers up to ten. To support your child with their learning at 

home, please continue to explore numbers to ten to help them deepen their understanding of number. This could include writing 

the numbers or counting objects that they have at home or see when out and about. Furthermore, our KIRF focus for this half 

term is for the children to recall the days of the week. We will also be focusing on the children quickly recalling doubles of 

numbers up to 10. Please look on our class webpage to find games, videos and activities that you could use to support your child 

with this learning.   

         Understanding the World   

In this area of our learning this half term, the children will begin 

by exploring maps. They will be creating their own maps to guide 

animals around their own farmyards. Following this, the children 

will be considering habitats and considering why the animals live in 

the habitats that they do. Every Friday afternoon, we be 

exploring our whole school grounds too where the children will be 

learning about the signs of summer that we can see, different 

plants that are growing and to try spot signs of different animals. 

We will be creating links to animals and plants that we may find 

here compared to others around the world. At the end of this 

half term, we will also be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee! We will be talking about who the Queen is as well as the 

different members of her family. We will be exploring who were 

the Kings and Queens of the past and thinking about why this 

anniversary is such a special celebration.  

                    Homework  

Please ensure that your child reads their reading books 

daily at home and that they bring these in their book 

bags to school every day. Please also work on the 

children’s sounds and tricky words that they are learning 

which you will find in their sound books. You can start to 

encourage your child to build sentences using words with 

or sounds in them. It would be helpful to read or play a 

tricky word game every day to ensure they have a secure 

recognition of these words.   

Your child will be set Mathseeds and Reading Eggs 

activities every other week that they can complete at 

home. They can also play on ‘Fast Phonics’ when they have 

completed their reading challenges.  

PE 
Our focus in PE this half term will be learning how to improve our throwing and catching skills. The children will learn that they 

need to track the ball with their eyes to catch it accurately. They will also learn that in order to catch a ball accurately they 

need to cup their hands. In our outdoor area, the children will be encouraged to work on their gross motor and fine motor skills 

using some of the games from their discrete PE lessons and they will also have a big move challenge every two weeks to 

complete in our outdoor provision. The children will have the opportunity to move like a farm animal and a chimpanzee. In the 

final week, they will be set the challenge to balance a bean bag on their head as they move around the equipment imagining 

they are royalty. 

                                                Expressive Arts and Design   

In our creative area, we will continue to develop the skills that we have been building upon this year so far. The children will be 

using their cutting and gluing skills to make animal masks and party decorations for the Queen’s Jubilee. The children will be 

encouraged to talk about the materials they would like to use and evaluate their work as they create. Throughout this half 

term, the children will also have further opportunities to develop their painting skills. We will be looking at a painting by David 

Hockney that represents our local landscape. The children will have the opportunity to mix colours to create shades and 

choose the right tools to complete a picture of our landscape like David Hockney’s! The children will also have lots of 

opportunities to work on their developing musical skills where they will continue to develop their musical vocabulary and learn 

new songs. The children will be adding their own verse, with instruments to Old McDonald and also learning our National 

Anthem.  

                                                        Ways to Help  

We continue to place a huge emphasis on working in partnership with parents and carers to support our children’s development. 

Therefore, please come and speak to us to share information about your child, their well-being, development and bring to us 

any questions or concerns you may have. This helps us in supporting your child effectively and enabling them to be successful 

and happy in school. We will continue to add our classroom rainbow challenges to Tapestry if you would like to complete these 

at home too. You could also take your child on a trip to Hesketh Farm, Birchfield Farm, Thornton Hall country park, Yorkshire 

Wildlife Park or Harewood house (the animals and the house). Furthermore, another great place to try for 5-year-olds and 

under, is the new soft play Sparks at The Thackray Medical Museum. Visiting this museum would support our PSED learning 

this half term about keeping our bodies healthy with links to the dentist and opticians. When you are out on your adventures, 

please continue to ask your child to recognise letters, tricky words and numbers to 20 that we have been learning in class. 


