
Computing 

This half term in Computing, we will focus on coding. We will think about the need for coding within computing equipment such as 
iPads and computers and when else we use coding in our day to day lives. We will do this physically first, giving each other in-
structions on how to get to a certain location or draw a certain picture so that we understand the need to be extremely clear 

with our instructions (code). This will lead us on to thinking about efficient coding. We will set IF conditions for movements and 
use our mathematical knowledge of degrees to specify types of rotation and we will use variables and functions to make efficient 

code. Finally, we will move on to using IF THEN ELSE conditions to control objects more precisely. We will be using a range of 
apps and programs to do this, examples including Swift Playgrounds and A.L.E.X (A.L.E.X. can be downloaded at home). Keep 

checking our web page to see what we get up to in Computing. Online safety is explicitly taught and embedded in all lessons. 

English 

Our English this half term will link in with the topic of ‘Our World’. We will study a class text together ‘The Boy at the Back of the 
Class’ linked to our Geography studies of refugees and migration. We will use this to inform our guided reading and writing lessons. Our 
focus throughout the half term will be the key core objectives in reading and writing. This includes adding depth and detail to writing 

following the writing process of planning, writing and editing and improving. at length and editing and improving. We will use colour coding 
in all writing lessons to promote the use of a variety of sentence structures that are correctly punctuated. To help at home, please listen to 

your child read and read to your child frequently. They should have a school reading book and a reading for pleasure book. 

RE - Life in the Risen Lord 

Our topic in RE this half term is “Life in the Risen Lord”. We will consider the significance of Jesus’ resurrection and how this has 
shaped our lives today. We will also have chance to ask questions about this important time and to consider the disciples’ experiences of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. We will learn that the risen Jesus in present among us in different ways and will reflect on the meaning 

this has in our lives. Finally, we will also reflect on Jesus’s teachings and how this is shown by example in the Lord’s prayer. 

 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: Our World 
Year 5 

Welcome back! I hope you all enjoyed your 
Easter holidays and had a very Happy Easter. I 
would like to thank all Year 5 parents and    
children for your overwhelming generosity for 
our wedding. Thank you for our beautiful gifts. 
Best wishes, Mr & Mrs Cooper  

Year 5 Staff:  

Mrs Cooper & Miss Quenby 

If you have any queries or concerns you would 
like to discuss, please contact the office to 
arrange a telephone call or an appointment with 
me.  

 

 Important Dates 

Thursdays 
Swimming at Wetherby Leisure Centre. Children 
must come to school with their swim wear    
underneath their PE kit. 
Friday 
Diaries due in: signed with reading & KIRFs   
recorded 
PE is on  Friday.  Your child must come to school 
in their PE kit (suitable for any weathers). 
 
Please ensure your child has indoor pumps and 
outdoor wellies that are labelled in school.  
 
Children can now wear summer uniform. Details 
can be found on our school website. 

Mathematics 

In Maths this half term, we will continue our work on fractions. We will further embed the fluency of finding fractions of 
amounts and will then move on to using decimals, fractions and percentages with ease—understanding the term ‘percent’ (%) and 
writing percentages as fractions and decimals. Year 5 will also move on to converting measures using the skill of multiplying and 
dividing by 10, 100 and 1000. We will also focus on the written methods for all four operations in arithmetic lessons to keep 
these skills bubbling, as well as fractions and decimal understanding to support across all lessons.  To help your child at home, 
please continue to work on quick mental addition, subtraction, multiplication and division (times tables) as well as being able to 
quickly double and half any given number. If you require any resources to support with this, please ask! 

Science  

In Science, we will continue with our Living Things topic. To begin with, the children will choose an animal of their choice to learn about in 
depth. They will explore the animal’s life cycle, their appearance, their behaviours, their diet and where they sit in the food chain and 

their habitat and the conditions needed to live. They will include all of this information in a non-chronological report, where the children 
will apply their writing skills. We will then explore life cycles further and apply our Maths skills to create Carroll diagrams linked to the 
characteristic features of different living things. We will then begin our new topic of ‘Forces’ where we will explore magnets and gravity 

before we continue with this topic next half term.  
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Art 

This half term, we will focus on life-like qualities in our artwork and will further develop our sketching skills. Choosing the type of pencil 
carefully and using shading, reflection and shadow skills that have already been learnt in Year 5. The children will be drawing a life-like 
eye, linked to our topic, to represent what a refugee might see on their journey to seek refuge. Children will take a picture of someone 
else’s eye to be able to study it to consider what they will need to include in their drawing to make it look life-like. This will include an 

element of tracing at first to see where the shadows and reflections are. Year 5 will also enjoyed a ‘Living in Leeds’ inspired art project. 

Topic: Our World - Refugees & Migration 

This half term, our topic is called “Our World” with a Geography focus on refugees and migration. We will first learn about lines of longi-
tude, latitude and other geographical term such as the Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn and the Arctic and Antarctic Circle. We will then apply our mathematical skills and explore statistics linked to refugees and 
migration to draw conclusions about this and about locations in the world. We will use mathematical vocabulary and will interpret statis-
tics as well as showing them on bar charts and line graphs. Through deep discussion, we will explore the refugee crisis in the world and 
the causes of people seeking refuge or asylum, linking to the current conflict in Ukraine and how refugees can come from anywhere in 

the world.  

We will consider the journey of Ahmet (the character in our class text) from Syria to Britain and will explore the human and physical 
characteristics he might see along the way. We will compare Syria before and after the water and look at the geographical effects of 

war on this location. We will then apply our writing skills to write a diary entry of a person seeking refuge and travelling to Britain,    
exploring weather, climate and links to human geography too such as land usage.  

PSHE 
As always, PSHE is responsive to the needs of the children so formal PSHE lessons may change depending on this. This half term, Year 5 
will learn about the associated risks with smoking, drugs and alcohol and will develop their understanding of the effect that these sub-
stances can have on the body. We will explore strategies to resist pressure from others and will explore good and healthy choices about 
substances which will have a positive impact on their health. Behind this topic is the idea that God created out bodies so we should take 
care of them and be careful about what we consume. We will continue to support the children as and when scenarios and concerns arise. 
We use Philosophy4Children (P4C) which encourages children to develop their own voice and opinions and encourages their confidence of 

speaking in large groups.  

        Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 

 

• Times Table Rock Stars/Spelling Shed/Reading Eggs tasks are set weekly. 

• Reading 5 times per week for 15-20 minutes recommended but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

• Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term (some may be linked to the homework 
grid on the website). 

 

 

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 5 web page on our school website to find optional tasks to support your 
child’s learning this half term. 
 

 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and grateful for 
the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with their reading, spellings 
and KIRFs. For this half term, your child must read their school reading book 4x a week for at least 15 minutes at a time. 
Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently as this helps their understanding and comprehen-

sion of what they are reading. It is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to 
support children with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. We ask that your child has their homework diary 

and reading book in school with them every day. 

In Year 5, we encourage our pupils to develop their independence so we ask that your child completes their home-
work diary independently each week, this includes recording their reading, KIRFs and homework, before being 

signed by a parent/guardian at the end of the week. 

PE 

Year 5 will continue their weekly swimming lessons where they will develop their confidence, skills and strength in the water with the aim 
of swimming up to 100m unaided. They will use breast stroke, front crawl and back crawl and will learn to ensure that their breathing is 

correct to keep the pattern of swimming uninterrupted. They will also continue to learn a range of safety skills in the water and will learn 
how to keep themselves safe in the water. Year 5 will continue to develop skills in PE in athletics where they will develop the ability to 

run long distances, sprint, including over hurdles and jump. A very exciting half term in PE indeed! 

MFL 

In MFL, we will continue to develop our listening skills through listening to spoken language in French and show understanding by joining in 
and responding. We will link our learning in French to our class text and will learn how to talk about classroom objects. We will begin with 

a vocabulary focus so that we can learn the vocabulary needed. We will then work on translating sentences from French to English and 
write our own sentences in French before using all of our learning to translate a passage from French to English. It’s going to be a half 

term filled with physically active and fun learning, especially seeing as the best way to learn is by having fun!  

Music 

Year 5 will continue with weekly drumming lessons and will also now begin to explore composing, describing music and transcribing music in 
music lessons with Ms Crowley on a Tuesday. Year 5 will need to prepare for a Summer mission as they travel through the different 

rhythm and pitch musical levels! The class will face listening challenges where they will be required to listen to rhythms and notate them 
down. They will become confident performers and able to identify crotchets, minims, quavers, semi quavers and the matching rests! They 
will compose their own rhythms and finally learn how to notate pitch In the correct way. Their journey will begin by learning a song about 

the different note names and values while developing their control of vocal technique such as breathing, posture, tuning and diction.   


