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Welcome back! I hope you had a 

great Easter break and I hope the 

children are excited to get started 

on our new topic about Ancient 

Egyptians! 

 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to 

make an after-school appointment 

to speak to me. 

 

 

Important Days 

Wednesday and Friday 

PE lessons – The children should wear 

their PE kits on Wednesdays and 

Fridays.  

Please send the children in their 

outdoor PE kits on both days. 

Friday 

Homework due and reading diaries 

should be signed by parents. Spelling 

tests will take place on Fridays. 

Children should bring their reading 

diaries and school books into school 

every day. 

Please label all uniform. 

RE 

In RE the children will learn about the Early Christians. They will learn about how Jesus made Peter Head of 

the Church and how the Church began at Pentecost. The children will be given the opportunity to develop their 

knowledge about the apostles’ journeys and teachings. As part of our First Holy Communion programme in 

school, we will explore seven virtues: faith, hope, love, stillness, faith, courage and reflection. Our 

preparations will ensure that all of our pupils are prepared and ready to receive Jesus Christ. 

English 

Our theme of ‘Ancient Egyptians’ runs throughout our English learning. We will be exploring the book ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’ 

by Shirley Climo. We will consider how the traditional Cinderella story appears in a different cultural setting. Our reading 

focus will be on drawing inferences to explore the feelings of characters in the story, to retrieve information and to explain 

the meaning of words in context. We will also engage with the text through discussion, debate and drama to increase our 

understanding of the story. We will be using comparative sentences, emotive words and effective verbs in 

writing to create our own version of the story. As we learn more about ancient Egypt, we will also work on 

different story arcs to be able to write our own narratives with Egyptian characters and settings. Spellings 

this half term will be given out on the first Tuesday of the half term. These spellings are available for the 

children to learn on Spelling Shed.  

Mathematics 

At the start of this half term, we will develop our understanding of decimals. We will learn to divide by 10 and 100 and find 

the effect of these divisions, being able to identify the value of the digits as ones, tenths and hundredths. Our learning also 

includes solving worded problems and working on our mathematical reasoning skills, focusing on money 

problems. Later on in the half term, we will apply our understanding of decimals in context by developing our 

understanding of pounds and pence and using decimal notation for money. We will also learn how to read, 

write and convert time. Please support your child in learning how to tell the time as it can be a tricky topic 

sometimes. We are continuing to prepare for the Multiplication Tables Check which will take place in June. 

Please support your child in learning all their times tables up to 12 x 12. 

Science 

This half term we will be learning about the digestive system and food chains. We will carry out a fun 

experiment to show the different parts of the digestive system and their functions. We will observe over 

time how the shells of boiled eggs change depending on what liquid they are kept in and after recording our 

findings we will evaluate how well we designed our experiment. We will explore producers and consumers in 

food chains and create various food chains of our own.  

DT 

This half term we will be cooking. We will be discovering what foods ancient Egyptians ate 

and we will consider what ingredients we will need to make Egyptian bread. We will learn 

about how to prepare ingredients hygienically and how to measure to the nearest gram 

accurately. The children will follow a recipe and once baked, evaluate their finished product. 



Computing 

This half term, we will be creating a class wiki. The children will explore how search engines work and how 

search results are ranked. We will use advanced search options to do our research about the ancient 

Egyptians. After collecting and sorting through our findings, we will present them as a class wiki page that 

we can continuously edit and review.   

MFL 

This term, as part of our French learning, we will learn more words about our family. We will name family 

members and learn about what mealtimes we can share. We will spend time reading French stories and using 

dictionaries to look up the meaning of unknown words. 

Music 

At the start of the half term, we will explore songs relating to our Egyptian topic. We will learn how to 

perform songs as part of a team by singing in tune with expression. After practising how to control our 

voices, we will be also moving to the rhythm and creating our own choreography to Egyptian music.  

PE 

In PE, the children will be developing their speed and agility. They will work on their reaction times and how 

they react to others in relay races. Our focus will be on improving running and jumping techniques as well as 

our aim and throws. 

PSHE 

In PSHE we will explore the topic of growing up and changing. We will explore that similarities and 

differences can be celebrated and can benefit a community through working together and we will learn how 

growing up affects emotions and behaviour and strategies for dealing with these changes. We will also learn 

more helpful strategies to be able to cope with feelings and to be able to show empathy towards others. 

Topic  

‘Ancient Egyptians’ 

Our topic is linked to History this half term. We will explore the ancient culture and 

investigate the lives of ancient Egyptians. We will learn about how Howard Carter found the 

tomb of Tutankhamun and we will write a diary entry in character.  In Geography, we will find 

out about the physical and human geography of Egypt and we will work with various sources 

and data to be able to explain our views about the location by giving geographical reasons. 

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

• Mathletics / Times Tables Rock Stars / Spelling Shed tasks / Reading Eggs 

• Reading the school reading books 5 times per week for 15 minutes, minimum, but longer reading time is preferable 

to build reading stamina. Use reading journals to record homework and focus on reading comprehension skills. 

• Research projects available on the Y4 website. 

The Homework Policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we consider that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our 

pupils achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with 

their learning. 

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their 

homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability compared to leaving them to read alone. In addition, 

your child will have an advantage in English if you read a book to them regularly. 

 

The children’s KIRF target this half term is to multiply and divide by 10, 100 and 1000 and to be able to work with decimal 

numbers. By the end of year 4, the children also need to be able to recall their times tables and division facts up to 12x12. 

These facts are important to support learning in other areas of their maths learning so please ensure to practise these 

regularly. As always, support given to children at home is invaluable and if you need any support with this please ask. 

 


