
 

 
Year Group: 4 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
Half Term Overview Planner 

Summer 1 2021-2022 
Theme: Ancient Egyptians 

 
Teacher: Miss A. Hegedüs 
 

 Week 1 
w/c 18th April 

Week 2 
w/c 25th April 

Week 3 
w/c 2nd May 

Week 4  
w/c 9th May 

Week 5 
w/c 16th May 
Assessment 

Week 

Week 6 
w/c 23rd May 

Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee themed week 

RE 
 

The Early 
Christians 

 
Burn2Learn 

opportunities 
interweaved 
throughout 

 
Preparing for 

First Holy 
Communion 

RE sticky knowledge: 
- Jesus entrusted his followers to tell everyone the good news (his mission). 
- Peter was chosen by Jesus to be leader of the disciples, the first Pope. 
- The feast of Pentecost and reflect on the importance of the Holy Spirit in their lives. 
- We are called to change, like the early Christians. 
- The virtue of ‘faith’ is central to the belief of all Christians, from the early church, to present day. 

Key vocabulary: Jesus, Mission, Good News, disciples, Sea of Galilee, fishermen, Peter, appears, resurrection, keys of the 
Kingdom, authority, Ascension, heaven, promise, Holy Spirit, Pentecost, tongues of fire, wind, Church, Upper Room, Stephen, 
arrest, martyr, stoning, Pope, Rome, Saul, Paul, persecute, conversion, missionary 
 
Links to prior learning: Y4 The Bible, Trust in God, The Mass, Jesus the Saviour 
Social/cultural opportunities: Reflect on the importance of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
To know that Jesus 
made Peter Head 
of the Church. 
 
We will explore 
what this means 
for all Christians. 
English core skills: 
Using religious 
vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 

To know that the 
Church began at 
Pentecost. 
 
We will think about 
what the Holy 
Spirit is able to do. 
English core skills: 
Reading 
comprehension 
We will illustrate 
the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. 
Burn2Learn 
 

To know what 
happened to 
Stephen and Saul. 
 
We will consider 
how God brings 
good out of evil. 
English core skills: 
Writing a report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To know about the 
challenges of being 
an apostle. 
 
We will reflect on 
how God worked 
through Paul and 
Silas. 
English core skills: 
Writing a speech 
 
 
 
 
 

To know about 
Paul’s missionary 
journeys. 
 
We will reflect 
on Paul’s faith 
and courage. 
English core 
skills: Reading 
comprehension 
 
 
 
 
 

To know about the 
teaching of the 
Apostles. 
 
We will use 
Scriptures and 
reflect on how this 
teaching helps us 
today. 
English core skills: 
Reading 
comprehension 
To link to British 
Values, we will 
discuss how 



Heart Speaks to 
Heart 

Session 3: Love 
Session 4: Stillness 

Heart Speaks to 
Heart 

Session 5: Faith 
Session 6: Courage 
 

Heart Speaks to 
Heart 

Session 7: 
Reflection 

 

Sunday 15th May – 
First Holy 
Communion 

 important it is to 
show respect for 
others. 

English 
 

Writing to 
Entertain 

 
Class text:  

The Egyptian 
Cinderella 

by Shirley Climo 
Text types: 
-traditional 
story in an 

Egyptian setting 
-first person 

narrative 
writing 

(settings, 
character, plot) 

 
Burn2Learn 

opportunities 
used in various 

ways throughout 
the lessons e.g. 

beach ball 
bonanza, spelling 

aerobics, 
curriculum cups, 

whiteboard 
workout, 

English sticky knowledge: 
- Use fronted adverbials e.g. Later that day, I heard the bad news.  
- Draft and write in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot with consideration for the audience and purpose. 
- Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors, including the use of the apostrophe for possession, speech punctuation 

and the use of the comma for fronted adverbials.  
Key vocabulary: narrative, description, setting, plot, characters, diary entry, features, plural, expanded noun phrase, apostrophe, 
direct speech, inverted commas, fronted adverbial, editing 
 
Links to prior learning: Y4 writing to entertain in the format of letters, diary entries, non-chronological reports, narratives 
Social/cultural opportunities: How do similar stories appear in different cultures? What can we learn from other cultures 
through storytelling? 
Traditional story in an Egyptian setting 
Milestone 2: To discuss writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and learn from its 
structure and vocabulary. 
We will consider how the traditional rags to riches story has been 
taken and placed in a different cultural setting. We will engage 
with the text through discussion, debate and drama to increase 
understanding of the story. We will be using comparative 
sentences, feeling words and action verbs as well as our thesaurus 
skills. 
Milestone 2: To plan writing by discussing and recording ideas. 
Milestone 2: To draft and write by organising paragraphs around a 
theme. 
Milestone 2: To edit and improve. 
We will draft, edit and present our narratives. 
 
Based on our understanding of story arches, the children will be 
able to plan and write their own stories set in the Egyptian time 
period. 

Narrative inspired by Egyptian characters/setting 
Milestone 2: To use expanded noun phrases.  
Milestone 2: To plan writing by discussing and recording 
ideas. 
As we learn more about Egypt, we will plan and write our 
own narratives, this time with a different story arc and 
plot. We will build the story around Egyptian settings or 
characters and include topic specific vocabulary to interest 
the readers. 
Milestone 2: To draft and write by organising paragraphs 
around a theme. 
Milestone 2: To edit and improve. 
 



treasure hunt, 
vocabulary 

bingo, 
vocabulary 
basketball 

Reading focus: 
Making predictions. 
Explaining the meaning of words. 
Drawing inferences. 
Asking questions about the text. 
Identify main ideas from a paragraph. 
Summarise main ideas. 

SPaG focus: 
Fronted adverbials. 
Varied sentence openers. 
Using plural and possessive -s correctly. 
Using apostrophes to mark plural possession. 
To understand the terminology clause, subordinate clause.  
To express time, place and cause using co-ordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions.  
 

Mathematics 
 

Number: 
Decimals 

Measurement 
Statistics 
Geometry 

 
Links made to 

the theme 
through worded 
problems. E.g. 

using data from 
around the 

regions, 
calculating 
distances, 
looking at 

temperature 
differences. 

 
Burn2Learn 

opportunities 
used in various 

ways throughout 
the lessons e.g. 
treasure hunt, 

whiteboard 

Maths sticky knowledge: 
- Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by one hundred and dividing 

tenths by ten.  
- Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest whole number. 
- Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions, and decimals with up to two decimal places 
- Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 x 12. 

Key vocabulary: fractions, whole, part, tenths, hundredths, compare, order, add, subtract, number bonds, decimal, decimal point 
 
Links to prior learning: Y4 place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions 
Social/cultural opportunities: How do we use money? 
Decimals 
 
Tenths and 
Hundredths as 
decimals 
Milestone 2: To 
recognise and write 
decimal equivalents 
of any number of 
tenths or 
hundredths. 
 
Decimal equivalents 
of a quarter, half, 
three quarters 
Milestone 2: To 
recognise and write 
decimal equivalents 

Decimals 
 
Comparing decimals 
Milestone 2: To compare numbers with 
the same number of decimal places (up 
to two decimal places). 
 
Rounding decimals 
Milestone 2: To round decimals with 
one decimal place to the nearest whole 
number. 
 
Problem solving with fractions and 
decimals 
Milestone 2: To solve simple measure 
and money problems involving fractions, 
and decimals with up to two decimal 
places. 

Statistics 
 
Interpret and present data 
Milestone 2: To interpret and 
present discrete and continuous data 
using appropriate graphical methods. 
 
Problem-solving 
Milestone 2: To solve comparison, 
sum and difference problems using 
information presented in bar charts, 
pictograms, tables and other graphs. 
 
Geometry: Properties of Shapes 
Compare and classify 
Milestone 2: To compare and classify 
geometric shapes. 
 

Measurement: Time 
 
Converting between 
measurements 
Milestone 2: To 
convert between units 
of measure, e.g., hours 
to minutes. 
 
Read, write and 
convert time 
Milestone 2: To read, 
write and convert time 
between analogue and 
digital clocks. 
 
Problem-solving 



workout, finger 
fit, post-it 

forward, hoop 
hop 

of a quarter, half 
and three quarters. 

 
Measurement: Money  
 
Estimate, compare 
Milestone 2: To estimate, compare and 
calculate different measures, including 
money in pounds and pence. 
 
Problem-solving 
Milestone 2: To solve simple measure 
and money problems involving fractions 
and decimals. 

Lines of symmetry 
Milestone 2: To identify lines of 
symmetry in 2D-shapes presented in 
different orientations. 
 
Geometry: Position and Direction 
Plotting and drawing 
Milestone 2: To plot specified points 
and draw sides to complete given 
polygon. 

Milestone 2: To solve 
problems involving 
converting from hours 
to minutes, minutes to 
seconds, years to 
months, weeks to days. 
 
 

Science 
 

Animals 
Including 
Humans 

Science sticky knowledge: 
- Food enters the body through the mouth. Digestion starts when the teeth start to break the food down. Saliva is added 

and the tongue rolls the food into a ball. The food is swallowed and passes down the oesophagus to the stomach. Here 
the food is broken down further by being churned around and other chemicals are added. 

- The food passes into the small intestine. Here nutrients are removed from the food and leave the digestive system to be 
used elsewhere in the body. The rest of the food then passes into the large intestine. Here the water is removed for use 
elsewhere in the body. What is left is then stored in the rectum until it leaves the body through the anus when you go to 
the toilet. 

- Humans have four types of teeth: incisors for cutting; canines for tearing; and molars and premolars for grinding 
(chewing). 

- Living things can be classified as producers, predators and prey according to their place in the food chain.  
Key vocabulary: digestive system, digestion, mouth, teeth, saliva, oesophagus, stomach, small intestine, nutrients, large intestine, 
rectum, anus, teeth, incisor, canine, molar, premolars, herbivore, carnivore, omnivore, producer, predator, prey, food chain 
 
Links to prior learning: Y1, Y2 and Y3 - animals, including humans, Y4 states of matter, electricity, sound, living things and their 
habitat 
Social/cultural opportunities: How can we follow a healthy diet? What can we do to look after our bodies? 
Digestive System Parts 
 
Milestone 2: To 
describe the basic 
parts of the digestive 
system in humans. 
Children will initially 
record what they 

Digestive System 
Functions 
 
Milestone 2: To 
describe the simple 
functions of the 
digestive system in 
humans. 

Types and Functions of 
Teeth 
 
Milestone 2: To 
identify the different 
types of teeth in 
humans and their simple 
functions. 

Tooth Decay Enquiry 
 
Milestone 2: To set up 
simple practical 
enquiries, comparative 
and fair tests. 
We will discuss how 
scientific questions are 

Food Chains 
 
Milestone 2: To 
construct and interpret 
a variety of food 
chains, 
identifying producers, 
predators and prey. 



already know about the 
human digestive 
system. 
Milestone 2: Ask 
relevant questions. 
Children will generate 
questions around the 
topic. 
English core skills: 
Punctuating questions 
We will get familiar 
with the scientific 
vocabulary, name the 
parts of the human 
digestive system and 
compare different 
digestive systems. 
Burn2Learn 

We will carry out an 
experiment to show the 
different functions of 
the digestive system, 
then record our 
findings by creating a 
labelled diagram. 
Maths core skills: 
Create and label 
diagrams 
 

We will investigate the 
different types of 
human teeth and what 
functions they have. 
We will then research 
other animals and 
interesting facts we 
can find out about their 
teeth. Burn2Learn 
English core skills: 
Reading comprehension 
 

ones that can be 
tested. We will design a 
fair and comparative 
test to investigate 
tooth decay.  
English core skills: 
Create and label 
diagrams 
 
Milestone 2: To use 
results to draw simple 
conclusions, make 
predictions 
for new values, suggest 
improvements and raise 
further questions. 
After observing what 
happens to the eggs in 
the different liquids 
over time, we will 
report on our findings. 

We will learn about 
food chains and discuss 
scientific vocabulary. 
We will investigate 
different types of food 
chains and construct 
our own. Burn2Learn 
English core skills: 
Interpret information 
 

Computing 
 

To communicate 
ideas, work or 

messages 
professionally  

Computing sticky knowledge: 
- Keep safe online by using stop, block, tell. 
- A wiki is a site that is designed for groups of people to quickly capture and share ideas by creating simple pages and 

linking them together  
- A search engine is a software system that is designed to carry out web searches. They search the World Wide Web in a 

systematic way for particular information. 
Key vocabulary: online, Internet, online safety, wiki, software, search engine, World Wide Web, results, ranking 
 
Links to prior learning: Y3 and Y4 presentations, graphics, Internet safety, coding with Scratch, Keynote 
Social/cultural opportunities: How do we use advanced features of applications and devices to create content for an audience? 
How can we share our findings safely online? How do we search for information that is reliable and safe to access? 
Using Search Technologies Effectively 
Milestone 2: To understand the term 
‘copyright’. 

Class Wiki  
Milestone 2: To contribute to a wiki moderated by the teacher. 
We will be using search engines for our research projects to find out more about 
ancient Egyptians. Our research will then be collated and presented as a class wiki. 



We will explore how search engines work 
and how search results are ranked. We will 
discuss the meaning of copyright. 

We will be planning the content we want to research and use Wikipedia as a 
reference for what wikis look like and include. 
We will review and edit our work as we add more information before publishing our 
class wiki page. 
English: Writing skills applied to record research 

History Focus 
Ancient 

Egyptians 
 

Investigate and 
interpret the 

past 

History sticky knowledge: 
- The Ancient Egyptian time period runs between 5000BC-332BC  
- Tutankhamun was an ancient Egyptian Pharaoh. 
- Ancient Egyptians wrote using Hieroglyphics (a primary source of evidence). We know what these say because the 

Rosetta Stone provides translation.  
- When Pharaohs and important people died, their bodies were preserved (this was called Mummification) to enable them to 

go into the afterlife.  
- All of their important possessions were buried with them to go to the afterlife.   
- Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered in the Valley of the Kings in 1922 by Howard Carter.  
- Know that sources of evidence vary about a curse on Tutankhamun’s tomb and be able to discuss why this is.  
- Through artefacts, know about the ancient Egyptian beliefs and way of life and know why the artefacts have been so well 

preserved.  
- Know how the land was used: the Rive Nile was essential to transport and farming and civilizations were built around the 

River Nile for this reason. 
Key vocabulary: Ancient, Tutankhamun, artefacts, pyramids, mummy/mummification, Hieroglyphics, Rosetta Stone, intricate, 
Pharaoh, River Nile, primary and secondary sources, currency. 
 
Links to prior learning: Y1&Y3 explorers, Y1&Y2 transport and rulers, Y1-Y4 using evidence to support historical enquiry 
Social/cultural opportunities: What can we learn from ancient cultures?  
What we already know/Asking questions 
and exploring vocabulary/Exploring 
sources 
 
We will explore what we already know 
about ancient Egypt and we will come up 
with questions we want to research 
about the time period.  
We will use historical sources to find out 
more and we will explore the vocabulary 
choices to describe the ancient culture.  
English core skills: Reading 
comprehension 

Drama/Research  
 
 
We will use drama and research to 
investigate the life of ancient Egyptians. 
Maths core skills: Calculating the 
numbers of years between the key 
events from the ancient Egyptian period. 
Milestone 2: Describe the characteristic 
features of the past, including ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children. 

Diary entry 
 
We will plan and write a diary entry as 
Howard Carter when he found the tomb 
of Tutankhamun. 
English core skills: Diary writing 
Milestone 2: To use appropriate 
historical vocabulary to communicate 
information about the past. 



Milestone 2: To use evidence to ask 
questions and find answers to questions 
about the past.  
 

Geography 
Egypt 

 
To investigate 

places 

Geography sticky knowledge: 
- Egypt is in Africa. 
- Egypt’s capital is Cairo. 
- The River Nile is the longest river in Africa and the area around it is green even though the rest of Egypt is a huge 

desert. 
- Communities settled along the river. 
- Crops can be grown because of the excellent soil by the River Nile and water source. 
- The River Nile was/is an important food and water source. The nearby land is good for farming. 
- The River Nile is also good for trading/economic activity.  
- Boats were/still are used to travel up and down the river. 
- Human geography: pyramids, Suez canal 

Key vocabulary: Flooding, planting, harvest, crops, trade, settlements, communities, irrigation. 
Links to prior learning: Y1 Equator, Y2 travel and boats, Y3 Amazon river, rainforest. 
Social/cultural opportunities: How is out country and culture similar and different from Egypt? 
Subject specific vocab – rag rate 
Grid to locate things on the map 
 
We will learn about Egypt’s 
physical and human geography. We 
will use a range of resources to 
find out more about Egypt. 
Maths core skills: Finding positions 
of points on a grid. 
Milestone 2: To describe key 
aspects of physical geography. 
Milestone 2: To use 
maps/atlases/digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and 
describe features. 

Analyse statistics (temperature/rainfall 
etc) and draw conclusions about the 
location 
 
We will explore and analyse statistical 
information about Egypt to be able to 
draw conclusions about the region. 
Maths core skills: Statistics 
Milestone 2: To use a range of resources 
to identify physical and human features 
of a location. 

River Nile/Read around the subject/ 
Plan and write a non-chronological report 
 
We will learn about the Nile and how it 
supports the lives of people living in Egypt. We 
will express our findings about the River Nile 
and Egypt in a non-chronological report. 
Milestone 2: To explain own views about 
locations, giving reasons. 
English core skills: Writing a non-chronological 
report 

DT 
 

Cooking 

DT sticky knowledge: 
- We need to eat foods in the proportions shown by the Eatwell Guide (as well as eating a variety of foods from within the 

groups) to have a healthy diet. 



 
Ancient 

Egyptian Bread 
Recipe 

- Georgia O’Keeffe is one of the most significant artists of the 20th century, renowned for her contribution to modern 
art. 

- Lines can be straight, curved, jagged, horizontal, vertical, thick or thin. 
Key vocabulary: measure, mix, combine, knead, roll, flatten, transfer, cook 

 
Links to prior learning: Y4 printing, digital mosaic, digital watercolour art 
Social/cultural opportunities: Successful women in arts. How do women contribute to modern arts? How to become successful? 
How to have a voice as an artist? 
Evaluate 
Milestone 2: To evaluate 
existing product. 
Children will evaluate their 
own diets and we will learn 
about the Eatwell Guide. 
English core skills: Using 
adjectives and conjunctions 
 

Plan 
Milestone 2: Prepare 
ingredients hygienically using 
appropriate utensils. 
Milestone 2: Measure 
ingredients to the nearest 
gram accurately. 
Children will plan how they will 
create their Egyptian bread 
and what ingredients are 
going to be needed. They will 
have to use their measuring 
skills accurately.  

Do 
Milestone 2: Follow a recipe. 
Milestone 2: Assemble 
ingredients. 
Learn and practise skills and 
techniques of working with 
food items and working with 
different equipment. We will 
also modify the recipe by 
adding a secret ingredient! 
 

Review 
Milestone 2: To evaluate our 
finished product. 
Children evaluate their 
finished product. Comment on 
what went well and what could 
be improved. 
English core skills: Using 
P.E.E. 

MFL 
 

Family Members 
 

MFL sticky knowledge: 
- family la famille 
- father le père 
- mother la mère 
- brother le frère 
- sister la soeur 
- grandparents les grand-parents 
- grandfather le grand-père 
- grandmother la grand-mère 

Key vocabulary: relevant to naming family members 
 
Links to prior learning: Y4 greetings, counting, colours, fruits, vegetables 
Social/cultural opportunities: Why is it important to learn another language? Appreciating different cultures and diversity. 
Learning the vocabulary to be able 
to describe our family. 

Reading extracts of a text written in English 
with French words and phrases. 
Milestone 2: To read short texts independently. 

Use our learnt vocabulary in 
conversation. 



Milestone 2: To write short 
phrases. 
Burn2Learn 

Milestone 2: To read and understand the main 
points in short written texts. 
Burn2Learn 
 
 

Milestone 2: To ask and answer 
questions. 
Burn2Learn 

Music 
 

Composing and 
performing 

Music sticky knowledge: 
- The pitch and sound of our voices can be controlled. 
- Breathing and concentration can help us control our singing voices. 
- Move our bodies to the rhythm to create dance moves to a song. 

Key vocabulary: tune, pulse, rhythm, control, voice, choreography, composition, performance 
 
Links to prior learning: Y4 evaluating music, duration, tempo, dynamics, silence, effect of music, crochets and quavers, minim, 
musical notation 
Social/cultural opportunities: How can we learn from other cultures through their music? What are the similarities of songs and 
music from other cultures and ours? 
Milestone 2: To show control of 
voice and sing in tune.  
We will explore songs relating to 
our Egyptian topic where the 
children will be able to sing along 
and practise singing in tune. 
 

Milestone 2: To choose, order, combine 
and control sounds. 
 
We will explore how we can create our 
own music by using technologies to 
compose pieces of music. 
 
 

Milestone 2: To perform as part of a team. 
 
We will be sharing our compositions with the 
class as we play and evaluate each of the 
musical pieces and artistic performances we 
come up with. 

PE 
 

Athletics 
 

PE sticky knowledge: 
- Accurately throw a ball at a target. 
- Catch a ball at a variety of heights and speeds. 
- Successfully complete running distances and as part of a team game. 

Key vocabulary: throw, power, agility, speed, accuracy, strike, opponent, stretch, dribble, fakes, dummies 
 
Links to prior learning: Y4 balls games, dance, gymnastics, team games 
Social/cultural opportunities: Why is teamwork important? What is sportsmanship? 
PE Partner: Running 
Milestone 2: To 
successfully 
compete in a 4-man 
relay team, with a 

PE Partner: 
Jumping 
Milestone 2: To run 
10m 
stepping/jumping 

PE Partner: 
Jumping 
Milestone 2: To 
perform a vertical 
standing jump to a 
height above my 

PE Partner: 
Throwing and 
catching 
Milestone 2: To 
demonstrate a 

PE Partner: 
Rugby 
Milestone 2: To 
demonstrate a 
controlled 

PE Partner: Fitness 
circuit 
Milestone 2: To 
measure my own 
performance against 
that of my peers. 



smooth baton 
handover. 
To improve my 
ability to react to 
others. 

over a cone at 1m 
intervals. 
To improve he 
speed, agility and 
quickness of my 
feet. 

own knees. 
To improve my 
explosive strength. 

good shot-put 
technique. 
To improve my 
throwing technique 
with a shot put. 

change of 
direction on 
command. 
To improve my 
reaction times to 
execute a turn. 

To improve my ability 
to measure my score 
and obtain my 
position in the group. 

PSHE 
 

Growing Up and 
Changing 

PSHE sticky knowledge: 
- Similarities and differences between people arise as they grow and make choices, and by living and working together 

(‘teamwork’) we create community. 
- We need to respect and look after our bodies through what we wear, eat and what we physically do. 
- Puberty means the changes children go through to become adults. 

Key vocabulary: teamwork, community, choices, body, health, puberty 
 
Links to prior learning: Y4 wellbeing, British Values 
Social/cultural opportunities: How are we the same but different? How can we help our community? 
Changing emotions and 
behaviour 
 
We will learn how growing up 
affects emotions and 
behaviour and strategies for 
dealing with these changes. 
 

We don’t have to be the same 
 
We will explore that 
similarities and differences 
can be celebrated and can 
benefit a community through 
working together. 

Respecting our bodies 
 
We explore the importance of 
respecting our bodies as a 
gift from God in very 
practical ways, such as 
clothing, food and physical 
exercise. We will also develop 
a base-level understanding of 
what puberty is. 

Feelings in relationships 
 
We will learn strategies to 
deal with feelings in 
the context of relationships. 
We will discuss how to 
empathise with other people’s 
feelings. 
 

 


