
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Half Term Overview Planner 

Year Group:  3                                                      Spring 2 2021-22    Teacher: Mrs Hodgson 

   Theme: Our Precious Planet  
 

 

 Week 1  
w/c 28th February (Monday – training 

day) 

Week 2 - Sponsored Walk 

to School Week 
w/c 7th March 

Week 3 – British Science 

Week 
w/c 14th March 

Week 4 World Maths Day 

23.3.22 
w/c 21st March 

Week 5  
w/c 28th March 

 RE sticky knowledge:  

 Know that Jesus called people to change and turn away from sin to receive the love of God 

• Understand what it means to make wrong choices and reflect on how wrong choices affect us and other people 

• Know Jesus’ teaching on sorrow and forgiveness (understand that God always loves us) 

• Know that it is not always easy to change and turn away from sin 

• Know that the Sacrament of Reconciliation is a celebration of God’s love and forgiveness 

• Know and understand an Act of Sorrow 

• Know that Lent is a time to change and that Ash Wednesday is the beginning of Lent 

• Reflect on how Jesus calls us to change 

• Identify ways we can change this Lent and make our own Lenten promises 

• Understand what it means to say we are sorry 

Links to prior learning: This unit builds on previous learning in the Foundation Stage during the unit F4 ‘Sorrow and Joy’ and during Year Two during the unit 2.3 ‘The Good News’. It 

builds on work about Lent. Children have reflected on their friendships and how, after they fall out, they put things right again. 
Key Vocab 

Jesus, Zacchaeus, Levi, change, behaviour, sinner, celebration, love, forgive, sorrow, sorry, forgiveness, reconciliation, confess, sacrament, Reconciliation, act of sorrow 

Social/cultural opportunities: Why is reconciliation important? Restorative practise. 

RE  

Topic 

Called to change 

Big Concept:  

Reconciliation 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

interweaved 

throughout 

Stand alone RE Lesson focus 

Pope Francis’ letter ‘Laudauto Si’ – What 

is climate change? What are the big 

differences we can make? 
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-

teaching-resources/Laudato-Si-for-

children 

Pledge to the Earth: decide on your ‘8 to 

be great’ using Boston Spa Group 

resources. Display classes 8 things to be 

great in classroom. 

 

 Have the opportunity to know Jesus’ teaching on forgiveness & 

reconciliation. 

 

I can make links between the story of the Lost Sheep and the role and 

the importance of forgiveness and reconciliation. 

English core skills applied: To punctuate sentences correctly using 

capital letters, full stops, commas and apostrophes. 

Have the  opportunity to know that Jesus called people to change 

Have the opportunity 

to know that Jesus 

called people to change 

and reflect on how 

Jesus calls us to 

change.  

I can make links 

between the story of 

3. Have an opportunity to 

understand the meaning of 

‘reconciliation’  

 

I can give reasons why Catholics 

prepare for the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. 

 

English core skills applied: To 

punctuate sentences correctly 

using capital letters, full stops, 

commas and apostrophes 

4. Have an opportunity to 

know what happens during 

the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation 

 

Know that is a celebration 

of God’s love and 

forgiveness 

English core skills applied: 

To punctuate sentences 

correctly using capital 

letters, full stops, commas 

and apostrophes. 

 

.Assessment Week 5 

To make links between the 

story of the Lost Son and 

https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Laudato-Si-for-children
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Laudato-Si-for-children
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Primary-teaching-resources/Laudato-Si-for-children


Zacchaeus and beliefs 

about Jesus and 

forgiveness.  

English core skills applied: To punctuate sentences correctly using 

capital letters, full stops, commas and apostrophes. 

the process of 

Reconciliation. 

 

English  

Class Text:  

(The Great Kapok 

tree) 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

interweaved 

throughout 

Milestone 2 

To write with purpose 

To use imaginative description 

Revisit Nouns, verbs, adjectives, 

adverbs. Editing sentences for beezones. 

Look at features of diamante poetry. 

Write a diamante poem based on the 

rainforest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestone 2 To write with purpose, to use sentences appropriately. To 

punctuate correctly. 

To understand texts 

To use paragraphs 

To write with purpose 

To organise writing appropriately.  

Use the story as inspiration to write jungle explorers diary about the 

Amazon rainforest and seeing the Great Kapok tree. 

Environment focus- learn about the Great Kapok tree and its 

importance. 

Features of non-chronological reports. 

Headings, subheadings, technical vocab. 

Plan, write and edit a non-chronological report about deforestation. 

 

 

Assessment week Milestone 2 To punctuate 

correctly, to present 

writing 

Poetry  

Sound collector Roger 

McGough. 

 

Discuss features Make 

comparisons and discuss 

preferences. Write own 

Rainforest/jungle poetry.  

 
Environment focus- 

learn about 

deforestation  

Read his/her own 

writing aloud, to a group 

or the whole class, using 

appropriate intonation 

and controlling the tone 

and volume so that the 

meaning is clear.  

Review writing targets  
 

Maths 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

interweaved 

throughout 

Milestone 2 To use statistics 

Daily KIRFS 

Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms and tables. Solve 

one-step and two-step questions [for example, ‘How many more?’ and ‘How 

many fewer?’] using information presented in scaled bar charts and 

pictograms and tables. 

Milestone 2 To use measures 

Daily KIRFS 

Measure, compare, add and subtract: lengths. To measure and calculate perimeter. 

Assessment week 4 

World Maths Day 23.3.22  

 Science Sticky knowledge  

 Animals and humans need to eat in order to get the nutrients they need. 

 Food contains a range of nutrients-carbohydrates, protein, vitamins, minerals, fats, sugar, water and fibre. 

 Food provides energy to our bodies. 

 Humans have skeletons and muscles, which help them move and provide the body with support.  

 Some animals have skeletons. 

Links to prior learning 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. (Y1 - Animals, including humans) 

 Identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. (Y1 - Animals, including humans) 

 Describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, including pets). (Y1 - Animals, including humans) 



 Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, for survival (water, food and air). (Y2 - Animals, including humans) 

 Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene. (Y2 - Animals, including humans) 

Key Vocabulary 

Nutrition, nutrients, carbohydrates, sugars, protein, vitamins, minerals, fibre, fat, water, skeleton, bones, muscles, joints, support, protect, move, skull, ribs, spine. 

Social/cultural opportunities 

 Linking looking after our bodies with supporting mental health. 

 Learning about nutrition. 

Science 

Topic Animals and 

humans 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestone 2 To understand animals and 

humans. 

 

To develop subject specific vocabulary. 

To ask questions leading to a scientific 

enquiry. 

English core skills applied: To punctuate 

sentences correctly using full stops, 

capital letters, commas and question 

marks. 

 

Rising Stars assessment week 1 

 

 

Milestone 2 To understand animals and humans. 

 

Identify that animals, including humans, need the right types and 

amounts of nutrition that they cannot make their own food and they 

get nutrition from what they eat. 

Explain why living things need the right type of nutrients and explain a 

balanced diet. 

 

To investigate which drink contains the most sugar. 

 

English core skills applied: To punctuate sentences correctly using full 

stops, capital letters, commas and question marks. 

 

Maths skills: To interpret tables, information and compare numbers. 

Milestone 2 To understand animals and humans. 

 

Identify that humans and some animals have skeletons and 

muscles for support, protection and movement 

 

To explore human and animal skeletons. 

To find out about how the skeleton supports and protects the 

body. 

Compare circumference of male and female skulls-Maths skills 

measuring and comparing. 

English core skills applied: To punctuate sentences correctly 

using full stops, capital letters and commas. 

Rising Stars assessment week 5 

 

 

 

 

History Sticky knowledge and key vocabulary for rainforest topic  

 Percy Fawcett was a British geographer, archaeologist and explorer of South America.  

During an expedition to find an ancient lost city he disappeared in the Amazon. 

  Sir David Attenborough highlighting the effect that deforestation is having on the planet especially for birds and animals that live in the rainforests. 

  Settlement, trader, ocean, continent, human and physical features, landmarks, Amazon  

Links to prior learning 

  Place key events on timeline to compare Great Fire of London, Florence Nightingale, Isamabard Kingdom Brunel. Social/Cultural opportunities. 

  Why is protecting the rainforest so important.  

History  

 

History Milestone 2 To build and overview of world history To understand chronology.  

To learn about Percy Fawcett-British Amazon explorer To learn about Sir David Attenborough and the impact he has had on raising awareness of deforestation of the Amazon 

rainforest. 

 Geography sticky knowledge  

 Difference between human and physical geography 

 Understand what deforestation is and the impact of this on the Amazon and the wider world. 

 Know what a continent is. Know there are 7 continents and 5 oceans. 

 Know the world’s tropical rainforests are mainly found near the equator. 

Key vocabulary World, continent, ocean, sea, climate, population, global warming, deforestation, habitat, ecosystem, wildlife, flora, fauna, species, tropical, Tropic of cancer, Tropic 

of Capricorn, Equator, temperature, map skills, forest floor, understory, canopy layer, emergent layer, Amazon, tribe, temperature. 

 Links to prior learning: Map skills, Europe, countries around the world.. (Y1, 2) 

Social and Cultural opportunities 

 Living simply, Pope Francis’ letter ‘Laudauto Si’ – What is climate change? What are the big differences we can make? 

Geography 

Topic  Rainforest 

Big Concept 

Milestone 2 Communicate geographically 

.Describe key features of human 

geography including settlementsTo find 

Milestone 2 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features. 

Use a range of resources to identify the key physical and human features of a location. 

Milestone 2 Describe key 

aspects of human 

geography including food. 



Climate change/ 

deforestation 

out about the people and settlements of 

the rainforest. 

English core skills applied: To retrieve 

information from a text. 

 

Answer geographical questions about the physical and human characteristics of a location.  

What is deforestation? What are the effects of deforestation? People, climate, animals and plants. Non 

chronological report 

Class debate about deforestation. Linked to Live Simply/climate change 

Write a letter in favour or against deforestation 

Maths skills: Compare statistics about rate of deforestation. 

English core skills applied: To punctuate sentences correctly using full stops, capital letters, commas and 

question marks, use of paragraphs 

 

To know how land in 

tropical climate zones is 

used to produce food. 

English core skills applied: 

To retrieve information 

from a text. 

Maths skills: Compare 

numbers/statistics about 

food imported from around 

the world. 

Art  

 

 

     

 DT sticky knowledge  

Importance of hand hygiene 

Children are able to manage their own station with support – washing tools after use, ensuring clean hands and clean surfaces. 

Prepare ingredients hygienically using appropriate utensils. 

Key vocabulary  

Wash, hand hygiene, germs, prepare, cut, chop, peel, grate, cut. 

 Links to prior learning:  

Cooking in ks1 

DT 

Topic Food 

 

Big Concept: 

Rainforest fruit 

 

Milestone 2 To design, make, evaluate and improve. 

 

Taste tropical fruit and evaluate preferences 

Design tropical fruit kebab 

 

Milestone 2 To master practical 

skills 

Prepare ingredients hygienically 

using appropriate utensils.  

Make fruit kebabs 

To design, make, evaluate and improve  

 

Evaluate fruit kebabs. 

 Computing sticky knowledge:  

 How to stay safe online  

 To be able to use scratch independently 

 To be able to input instructions (code) in order for the programme (scratch) to work.  

Key Vocab:  

 STOP BLOCK TELL, code, instructions, directions, scratch, digital footprint, private information, responsible. 

Links to prior learning:  

 Previous coding 

Social and Cultural opportunities 

Being aware of our digital footprint, staying safe on line, being responsible for the amount of screen time for our well being. 

Computing 

Topic Coding 

Big Concept: 

Internet safety, 

coding 

 

Milestone 2:.Use some of the advanced features of applications and devices in order to communicate ideas, work or messages professionally. 

1 x lesson focus on online safety and digital footprint. 

 4x’s lessons. Using scratch to code. 



  Music sticky knowledge: - To understand the musical vocabulary  beat, pulse, rhythm, pitch and and tempo and be able to use them in sentences. 

 To identify some well known composers (Beethoven, Mozart) 

 To identify well known instruments in an orchestra 

 Key Vocab: - tempo, dynamics, pitch, orchestra.  

 Links to prior learning: - Y3 creating own body percussion rythum and beats. 

 Social/cultural opportunities: History of music. Successful composers. Music for relaxing, fun and enjoyment. 

Music 

Topic 

 

Big Concept:  

 

Milestone 2 

To perform and describe music 

Understand how many beats are in a 

piece of music. To use the body as 

percussion 

 

.Milestone 2  

Use the terms duration, timbre, pitch, beat, temp, texture and use of 

silence to describe music.  

To understand and describe musical terms.  

Listen to songs and describe them using musical vocab 

Milestone 2  

Evaluate music using musical vocab to explain likes and dislikes.  

Evaluate famous composers music using musical vocab- duration, 

timbre, pitch etc 

 MFL sticky knowledge: -  

The days of the week are: Monday = lundi /Tuesday = mardi / Wednesday = mercredi / Thursday = jeudi / Friday = vendredi / Saturday = Samedi / Sunday = dimanche –  

numbers to 20, colours,  months of the year. 

Key vocabulary: weather, animals  

Links to prior learning: Y3 greetings, counting, colours, fruits, vegetables  

Social/cultural opportunities: Why is it important to learn another language? Appreciating different cultures and diversity 
MFL 

Topic 

Big Concept:  

Animals and 

weather 

 

 

Animals and habitats 

 Milestone 2: To write short sentences using familiar expressions. 

Learn animal names and write labels 

Weather 

Milestone 2: To write short sentences using familiar expressions 

Ask what the weather is like and describe it. 

Revisit numbers  

  PE sticky knowledge: - Accurately throw a ball at a static target. - Catch a ball at a variety of heights and speeds. - Create a passing opportunity. 

 Key vocabulary: throw, power, agility, speed, accuracy, strike, opponent, stretch, dribble, fakes, dummies Links to prior learning: Y3 balls games, dance, gymnastics, team 

games  

 Social/cultural opportunities: Why is teamwork important? What is sportsmanship? The importance of being physically active for our minds and bodies 

PE 

 

Big Concept: 

Team Games 

 

Milestone 2 

To develop practical skills 

To understand that there are different 

positions and roles and responsibilities in 

sports. 

 

Milestone 2 

Throwing and catching 

To understand how to throw for 

different distances 

Milestone 2 

Pass to team mates at 

appropriate times 

Throw a ball 10 yards (with both 

arms) 

Milestone 2 

Sprint over a short distance up to 

60m 
Perform 4 x 10m shuttles in under 10 
seconds  

Milestone 2 

Maintain possession of a 

ball Repeatedly and 

successfully perform 

upward facing 

basket catches 

  PSHE sticky knowledge:  

 Pupils learn about making healthy choices about food and drinks 

 Pupils can describe situations when they have to make choices about their food and drink 

 Understand who and what influences their choices about food and drinks 

 Pupils are able to identify a range physical activities that help the body 

 Understanding what climate change is and how this affects the world. 

 Discuss ways they pledge to look after our planet 

 Key vocabulary: drugs, alcohol, smoking, tobacco, nicotine, habit, addiction, asthma, first aid  



 Links to prior learning: Year 2 know what a healthy diet looks like, can identify who helps them make choices about the food they eat, know the benefits of a healthy diet  

(including oral health), live simply. 

 Social/cultural opportunities: The importance of being physically active for our minds and bodies, the importance of eating a balanced diet to support our bodies. 

PSHE 

Topic Live Simply 

 

Big Concept: 

Climate change 

 

Investors in pupils targets. 

Revisit Planet protectors Reintroduce 

recycling: what is recycling? Where can 

we recycle in our classroom? What can 

go in the recycling box? What can we do 

at home too to help? 

 

Sponsored Walk to School Week 

PSHE Lesson: Where will the 

money raised go to? Who will it 

help? How will it help? (all monies 

raised go to Cafod) Lesson about 

pollution and climate change 

linked to walk to school week. 

More depth: What is climate 

change? What are the big 

differences we can make? Link to 

the ‘8 to be great’ pledge made in 

Week 1. 

Lesson about food compost/food 

wastage. Linked to Science week 

on growth. 

Understand the importance of 

eating a balanced diet-linked to 

Science 

Review ‘8 to be great’ 

within class – how have we 

done. 

Planned Days, 

Trips or 

Workshops 

Blackout for Creation – Tuesday 1st 

March  

Sponsored Walk to School Week 

Den building in school 

British Science Week    

 


