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Welcome back! I hope you had a 

fantastic half term break. 

 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to 

make an after-school appointment 

to speak to me. 

 

 

Wednesday Spelling test. Starting 

on 9.3.22 

 
Wednesday and Thursday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with 

trainers. Children should wear their 

school PE kits all day on these days. 

 

Friday 

Reading diaries should be signed by 

parents and reading recorded in them. 

 

Children should bring their reading 

diaries and school books into school 

every day. Please also ensure that 

children only bring book bags and draw 

string bags into school. 

 

Please label all uniform. 

RE 
Our new RE topic is called ‘Called to Change’. In this topic, the children will learn about what it means to make wrong 

choices by reflecting on how wrong choices affect us and other people. Year 3 will have the opportunity to know that 

Jesus called people to change and reflect on how Jesus calls us to change. The children will learn about the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation by understanding what this means and reflect on God’s love and forgiveness. They will learn what happens 

during the Sacrament of Reconciliation and think about what this Sacrament means for us.  
English 

Punctuation and vocabulary remain a key priority this half term so we will have lots of time for practising the use of capital 

letters, full stops, commas, question marks, exclamation marks and speech marks. We will be using the text ‘The Great 

Kapok Tree’ to enrich our vocabulary and use as stimulus for writing. We will be linking closely to our topic on our ‘Precious 

Planet’ in our writing and whenever the opportunity arises. We will write in role linked to Geography work so that the 

children have a real purpose to write. Throughout the half term, Year 3 will be referring to their bee zone and writing 

targets to ensure their writing is the very best it can be.  

Maths 
Year 3 will be interpreting and presenting data using bar charts, pictograms and tables. We will solve one-step and two-

step questions, for example, ‘How many more?’ and ‘How many fewer?, using information presented in scaled bar charts, 

pictograms and tables. 

Following this, Year 3 will be measuring, comparing, adding and subtracting lengths. We will also be measuring and calculating 

the perimeter of shapes. We will be practising our KIRFS daily. This half term they are to add and subtract mentally  

3 digit numbers and add and subtract 3 digit numbers using the column method. 

Science 
Year 3 will be learning about Animals and Humans. The children will build on their understanding of what a balanced diet is and develop 

their key core maths skills of comparing numbers on food labels, to interpret their nutritional values. During this half term, the children 

will also identify that humans and some animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection and movement. They will also be working 

scientifically to investigate whether males or females have the largest skull. They will be making careful observations, taking accurate 

measurements using standard units whilst using a range of equipment. Working scientifically, Year 3 will gather, record and present data in 

a variety of ways whilst investigating animals and humans.  

DT 
Year 3 will draw on inspiration from the Rainforest to taste test different tropical fruit. They will then 

plan to make and prepare their own fruit kebabs. The children will focus on preparing the ingredients 

hygienically using appropriate utensils. We will then evaluate our work, following the ‘plan, do, review’ 

approach.   

 



Computing 
This half term, the children will be continuing to practise and develop their skills of coding. The children will be using 

Scratch to animate, control and debug their coded algorithms. Keeping ourselves safe whilst online will remain a priority. 

Children will continue to explore what it means to be responsible to and respectful of their offline and online communities 

as a way to learn how to be good digital citizens. 

MFL 
In MFL, we will develop our listening skills through listening to spoken language in French and show understanding by 

joining in and responding. We will be revisiting counting and greetings. We will also be learning names for animals and 

phrases to describe the weather. We will also encourage children to speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary and 

phrases. The children will be encouraged to engage in conversations in French and this will progress to broadening their 

vocabulary and developing the ability to understand new words that are introduced.  

Music 
This half term the children will be building on exisiting skills they have learned so far and develop their musical 

vocabulary. They will use the terms duration, timbre, pitch, beat, temp, texture and use of silence to describe music. We 

will be looking at pieces of music from well-known classical artists and the children will evaluate music using musical 

vocabulary to explain likes and dislikes. 

PE 

Each week Year 3 will have PE sessions with PE Partners and myself.  They will focus on learning different skills each week. This half-term 

the children will develop their understanding that there are different positions and roles and responsibilities in sports. They will practise 

the skills of throwing for different distances and practise sprinting short distances.  

PSHE 
In PSHE, we will exploring our ‘Live Simply’ promise and thinking about how we can be responsible citizens to nurture and 

protect God’s world. We will learning about climate change and exploring what we can do in school and at home to help. 

We will be revisiting what recycling means and what we can do in class to support this.  

Linking with our Science topic, we will be exploring what a balanced diet means and developing our understanding about 

nutrition and looking at how this supports our bodies.  

Geography-Rainforests 
More than half the world’s plant and animal species live in rainforests but rainforests are under threat. Around 14% of 

the Earth’s surface was covered in rainforest, but now that figure is more like 6%. Over half the world’s rainforests 

have been lost! Continuing with our tropical rainforest theme, we will look at why rainforests are so important, what is 

happening to them and how we can help to save them! We will also be looking at how land in tropical climate zones are 

used to produce food. Fruits like avocado, coconuts, oranges, lemons, grapefruits, bananas, pineapples, mangoes and 

tomatoes can all be found in the world’s rainforests, along with vegetables such as maize or sweetcorn, potatoes, and winter squash. Nuts 

such as Brazil, cashew and macadamia originated from the rainforests along with spices such as vanilla, ginger and cinnamon. This will be 

the focus of our ‘Precious Planet’ themed half term. 

Homework 

 Mathletics/Spelling Shed tasks  

 Times table rock stars practise. 

 Reading Eggs 

 Reading the school reading books 5 times per week for 15 minutes minimum, but longer reading time is preferable 

to build reading stamina 

 Research projects  

Our School Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we believe that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our pupils 

achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with their 

learning.  

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their 

homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability and boost their reading motivation and enjoyment.  

 

The children’s KIRF targets this half term are to add and subtract mentally 3-digit numbers and add and subtract 3 

digit numbers using the column method. 

 

These facts are important to support them in other areas of their maths learning so please ensure to practise these regularly. 

As always, support given to children at home is invaluable and if you need any help with this please ask. 
 


