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If you have any queries or concerns that 

you would like to discuss, please contact the 

office to arrange a telephone call or an 

appointment. 

                                                                                                                     

 

 

Important Days 

 

PE  

The children will have PE with PE 

Partner and Mrs Hemming on 

Wednesday and Mrs Harrison on 

Fridays. Please ensure that on these 

days your child comes into school in 

their PE kit.  

Please make sure your child comes to 

school in a warm coat and has their 

wellies in school for our outdoor 

learning every day.  

RE  

Our topic this half term is called ‘Joy and Sorrow’. To start this half term, we will be learning all about saying sorry. We will be 

using the story of Zacchaeus to begin with so that the children can get to learn about how Jesus helped someone to say sorry. 

The children will have the opportunity to reflect on times that they have said sorry (as we all have) and we will reflect on how 

we can show we are truly sorry for our actions. Following this, the children will learn about God’s great kindness too. We will 

use the story of the feeding of the 5000 to learn about a time that God showed us how to show kindness and share with 

others. During this half term, we will also be learning about the events of Holy Week. The children will learn all about key 

events that happened during this special time. During this learning, the children will think about forgiveness. We will reflect on 

the story of how Jesus was denied by Peter and how afterwards, Jesus forgave him and also still loved him. 

This half term, our learning will also be linked to our ‘Live Simply’ mission. The children will be learning about our effect on 

God’s world and how we can support the Pope, following his letter ‘Laudato Si’, in a plea for us to take action. The children will 

make links to their previous learning about God’s creation and the big impact that we can all have. Together, we will create our 

‘8 to be great!’ which are the ways that we will, as a class community, work together to support the ‘Live Simply’ mission. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

This half term, we will be focusing our learning on growth mindset and how we can find ways to resolve our own conflicts in 

different situations. We will be exploring the brain, in a child friendly way, using the text ‘Your Fantastic Elastic Brain, 

Stretch it, Shape it.’ We will look at how our brain grows and how we have to repeat things lots of times to get better and try 

to not give up. We will be sharing the message with the children that we want them to try and say in all their learning 

situations, “I can’t do it yet” and “practise makes progress”. We will be exploring feelings again, this half term, and how 

different situations might make others feel. We will be learning through role play to help us explore our different emotions.   

Literacy/Phonics  

In our phonics learning, we will continue to follow the Sounds-Write scheme that we use at St Joseph’s. The sounds and tricky 

words that the children are learning can be found in their ‘sounds’ books. We would like you to focus on learning the tricky 

words with your child at home - these were shared on tapestry over the half term. In Literacy, we are following our topic of 

‘Our Precious Planet’ through the texts: ‘Finn the Fortunate Tiger Shark and his Fantastic Friends’ and ‘Greta and the Giants’. 

We will be continuing to work on our learning of how to write our letters using pre cursive text in our phonics lessons and in our 

focus writing sessions. We will also be learning how to start sentences with a capital letter, use a finger space between each 

word and a full stop when our sentence is finished. The children will continue to develop their writing skills by applying their 

phonics to write their words. 

 



 

Mathematics  

In Mathematics, we will be learning how to add two groups of objects together. We will also start to use the addition 

vocabulary and understand what the equals sign means in an addition calculation. We will be securing our knowledge of number 

bonds to 5 in our maths lessons. We will then be progressing to number bonds to 10 which is our KIRF target this half term. As 

part of our maths learning this half term, we will be using our subitising skills with larger groups of objects as we add two 

group of objects together.  

 Understanding the World   

In this area of our learning this half term, the children will be 

being taught how to look after ‘Our Precious Planet’. We will be 

starting our topic by having a black out day on the first 

Tuesday back. We will try not to turn any lights on and use as 

little electricity as possible. It would be great if you can try 

this at home too. We will be choosing children in class to 

become planet protectors and help us in class to do things to 

look after our local environment. The children will learn about 

Greta Thunberg and the amazing things she has done to help 

look after our planet. We will also be exploring our oceans and 

thinking of ways that we can help look after the animal and 

plant habitats that live in the sea. To help put this learning 

into action, our role play area, is also becoming a recycling 

centre, so the children will be using litter pickers to get out 

the items from the ‘sea’ and put them into the right box for 

recycling.  

Homework  

Please ensure that you read your child’s reading books daily 

at home and that they bring these in their book bags to 

school every day. Please also work on the children’s sounds 

and tricky words that they are learning which you will find in 

their sound books. You can start to encourage your child to 

build CVCC (consonant, vowel, consonant, consonant) words 

with the sounds we have learnt in phonics. You can use post it 

notes to help your child build a word. They can then read the 

word, then have a go at writing it. 

Your child will be set weekly Mathseeds and reading eggs 

activities that they can complete at home. They can also play 

on fast phonics when they have completed their reading 

challenges.  

Note - We will no longer be setting homework on Matheltics 

as we have moved to Mathseeds for our maths home learning.  

PE  

Our focus in PE this half term will be learning how to improve our balance in different game situations. We will also be working 

on our running technique and jumping skills and applying these in individual and some team games. The children will be using 

beanbags and balls to move in different directions and at different speeds. In our outdoor area, the children will be 

encouraged to work on their gross motor and fine motor skills using some of the games from their discrete PE lessons.  

Our PE lessons are on Wednesdays and Fridays and this half term we are asking that all children come into school already 

dressed in their PE kits. Please ensure your child has their school hoodie in case of colder weather.  

Expressive Arts and Design   

In our creative area, we will continue to develop the skills that we have been building upon this year so far. The children will be 

using their cutting and gluing skills to make pictures of the ocean and the rainforest! They will be using recycled materials as 

much as possible in keeping with our ‘Live Simply’ half term theme. Throughout this half term, the children will also have 

further opportunities to develop their painting skills. They will have to mix colours to create shades and choose the right piece 

of apparatus to complete their design for the desired effect! The children will also have lots of opportunities to work on their 

developing musical skills where they will continue to develop their musical vocabulary and learn new songs. They always enjoy 

putting musical instruments alongside to complement their performances too! 

Ways to Help  

We continue to place a huge emphasis on working in partnership with parents and carers to support our children. Therefore, 

please come and speak to us to share information about your child, their well-being, development and bring to us any questions 

or concerns you may have. This helps us in supporting your child effectively and enabling them to be successful and happy in 

school. We will continue to add our classroom rainbow challenges to Tapestry for you to complete at home if you would like to 

continue learning at home too. This half term, it would be great if you could share books linked to our environment, looking 

after our planet or anything about recycling. You could also take your child on a trip to Tropical World or The Deep, for 

example, to look at different habitats and how we can look after them. You could also take a trip to Fairburn Inns or St 

Aidan’s to look at the bird wildlife and support the RSPB. Both these sites have a wildlife trail linked to the film Robin Robin on 

Netflix which is a nice activity for Reception children. We can personally recommend! There are also wildlife and environment 

activities on at Harlow Carr and Castle Howard in their grounds over the Spring. When you are out on your adventures, please 

continue to ask your child to recognise letters and tricky words we have been learning in class.  


