
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Half Term Overview Planner 

Year Group: 4                                                    Spring 2 2021-22    Teacher: Miss A. Hegedüs 

   Theme: Our Precious Planet  
 

 

 Week 1  

w/c 28th February 

(Monday – training day) 

Week 2 - Sponsored 

Walk to School Week 

w/c 7th March 

Week 3 – British Science 

Week 

w/c 14th March 

Week 4 

w/c 21st March 

Week 5  

w/c 28th March 

RE  

 

Big Concept: 

Jesus the 

Saviour 

 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

interweaved 

throughout 

RE sticky knowledge: 

- Jesus is both God and human. 

- Holy Thursday is the commemoration of the Last Supper of Jesus Christ. 
- Jesus died on the cross on Friday and then rose from the dead on Sunday. 

Key vocabulary: Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, persecute, resurrection, betray, Last Supper, Passover Meal, stations of the 

cross 

 

Links to prior learning: Y4 The Bible, Trust in God, The Mass 

Social/cultural opportunities: Why is Easter Sunday important for Christians? Compare reasons for the importance of Christmas and Easter. 

To know that Jesus is 

truly God and, as man, 

truly human. 

 

We will explore and 

reflect on what we know 

about Jesus. 

English core skills: Using 

religious vocabulary 

We will give reasons to 

how Jesus is truly human 

and truly God. 

Burn2Learn 

 

Blackout for Creation – 

Tuesday 1st March 

Reflecting on Pope 

Francis’ Laudato Si 

To know about Jesus’ 

entry to Jerusalem. 

 

We will learn about the 

importance of the Holy 

Week and what it means 

for us. 

English core skills: Using 

emotive language 

 

 

To understand what 

happened on Holy 

Thursday and Good Friday. 

 

We will reflect on the 

suffering of Jesus and 

how we can show our love 

for him.  

English core skills: 

Organising ideas into 

paragraphs 

 

To begin to understand 

why Jesus died on the 

Cross. 

 

We will reflect on what 

this means for us. 

English core skills: 

Writing an explanation 

text 

To understand what 

happened on Easter Sunday. 

 

We will reflect on the 

importance for us of the 

resurrection of Jesus. 

English core skills: Reading 

comprehension 



Wednesday 2nd March - 

Ash Wednesday and Lent 

begins 

World Day of Prayer 

English  

 

Big Concept: 

Writing to 

Entertain 

 

Class text:  

Escape from 

Pompeii by 

Christina 

Balit 

Text types: 

-narrative 

(setting, 

character, 

plot) 

-diary entry 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

used in 

various ways 

throughout 

the lessons 

e.g. beach ball 

bonanza, 

spelling 

aerobics, 

curriculum 

cups, 

whiteboard 

workout, 

treasure 

English sticky knowledge: 

- Draft and write by organising paragraphs around a theme. 

- Draft and write in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot with consideration for the audience and purpose. 
- Make the appropriate choice of pronoun or noun, within and across sentences, to aid cohesion and avoid repetition. 

Key vocabulary: narrative, description, setting, plot, characters, diary entry, features, plural, expanded noun phrase, apostrophe, direct speech, 

inverted commas 

 

Links to prior learning: Y4 writing to entertain in the format of letters, diary entries, non-chronological reports 

Social/cultural opportunities: How did people’s reactions change of natural disasters? Where and why are extreme weather conditions present? 

How can we help? 

Writing a narrative 

Milestone 2: To discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in 

order to understand and learn from its structure and vocabulary. 

We will start our English learning by exploring narratives. Focusing on characters, 

setting and the plot of stories. We will be writing sensory descriptions conveying the 

atmosphere in Pompeii and how it changes throughout the story. 

 

Milestone 2: To compose and rehearse sentences orally.  

We will prepare a drama performance based on the book. We will retell the events 

and focus on how we can act out the key sequence of events and add extra detail 

about character feelings. 

 

Milestone 2: To plan writing by discussing and recording ideas. 

Milestone 2: To use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, 

nouns and prepositional phrases. 

Milestone 2: To use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme. 

Milestone 2: To edit and improve. 

We will be developing our ideas for our own descriptive narratives and plan our 

stories to write. We will also create a visual story plan to help us at the planning 

stage. Afterwards, we will edit and improve our work. 

Milestone 2: To draft and write in narratives, creating settings, characters and plot 

with consideration to the audience and purpose. 

 

Features of a diary entry  

Milestone 2: To make the appropriate choice of pronoun 

or noun to aid cohesion.  

We will spend time exploring the features of a diary 

entry.  

 

Writing a diary entry 

Milestone 2: To plan and write. 

Milestone 2: To edit and improve. 

We will be writing our diary entries and assessing the 

effectiveness of our own and others’ writing and 

suggesting improvements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



hunt, 

vocabulary 

bingo, 

vocabulary 

basketball 

 

Reading focus: 

Discussing and explaining the meanings of words in context 

Retrieving information from the text 

Predicting what might happen 

Drawing inferences 

Commenting on structure and organisation of texts 

Commenting on the writers’ use of language 

 

SPaG focus: 

Word classes 

Plural forms 

Expanded noun phrases 

Pronouns 

Apostrophes for singular and plural possession 

Fronted adverbials and their correct punctuation 

Direct speech and their correct punctuation 

Spellings: -ion, -cian, -ly 

Maths 

 

Big Concept: 

Number: 

Fractions and 

Decimals 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

used in 

various ways 

throughout 

the lessons 

e.g. treasure 

hunt, 

whiteboard 

workout, 

finger fit, 

post-it 

forward, hoop 

hop 

Maths sticky knowledge: 

- Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common fractions. 

- Count up and down in hundredths, recognise that hundredths arise when dividing an object by on hundred and dividing tenths 

by ten. 
- Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables up to 12 x 12. 

Key vocabulary: fractions, whole, part, tenths, hundredths, compare, order, add, subtract, unit fraction, non-unit fraction, quarter, half, 

numerator, denominator, whole number, decimal 

 

Links to prior learning: Y4 place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division 

Social/cultural opportunities: How do we share fairly? 

Fractions 

 

Tenths 

Milestone 2: To count up 

and down in tenths; 

recognise that tenths 

arise 

from dividing an object 

into 10 equal parts and in 

dividing 

one-digit numbers or 

quantities by 10. 

 

Unit fractions and non-

unit fractions 

Fractions 

 

Equivalent fractions 

Milestone 2: To recognise 

and show, using diagrams, 

families of common 

equivalent fractions. 

Fractions greater than 1 

 

Hundredths 

Milestone 2: To count up 

and down in hundredths; 

recognise that 

hundredths arise when 

dividing an object by one 

hundred 

and dividing tenths by ten. 

Fractions 

 

Comparing and ordering 

fractions 

Milestone 2: To compare 

and order fractions with 

the same denominator. 

 

 

Adding and subtracting 

fractions 

Milestone 2: To add and 

subtract fractions with 

the same denominator. 

 

Fractions 

 

Solve fraction problems 

Milestone 2: Solve 

problems involving 

increasingly harder 

fractions to 

calculate quantities, and 

fractions to divide 

quantities, including 

non-unit fractions where 

the answer is a whole 

number. 

 

Decimals 

 

Tenths and Hundredths as 

decimals 

Milestone 2: To recognise 

and write decimal equivalents 

of any number of tenths or 

hundredths. 

 

Decimal equivalents of a 

quarter, half, three quarters 

Milestone 2: To recognise 

and write decimal equivalents 

of a quarter, half and three 

quarters. 



Milestone 2: Recognise, 

find and write fractions of 

a discrete set of 

objects: unit fractions and 

non-unit fractions with 

small 

denominators 

 

 

Science 

 

Big Concept: 

Living Things 

and Their 

Habitats 

 

Science sticky knowledge: 

- Vertebrates are animals that have a backbone inside their body. Invertebrates don't have a backbone. 

- Group vertebrates into the following groups: mammals, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds.  

- Climate change can impact habitats and pose dangers to living things. 

Key vocabulary: classification, classification keys, environment, habitat, human impact, positive, negative, migrate, hibernate 

 

Links to prior learning: Y1 plants, animals including humans Y2 living things and their habitats Y3 plants 

Y4 states of matter, electricity, sound 

Social/cultural opportunities: What is the impact of humans on the environment? What can we do to look after our local habitats and planet? 

Grouping Living Things 

 

Milestone 2: To  

recognise that living 

things can be grouped in a 

variety of ways. 

Children will initially 

revisit the 7 life 

processes living organisms 

share, using the mnemonic 

‘Mrs Gren’. 

Milestone 2: Ask relevant 

questions. 

Children will generate 

questions around the 

topic. 

We will sort animals into 

different diagrams using a 

range of criteria. 

Burn2Learn  

Classifying Vertebrates 

 

Milestone 2: To explore 

and use classification keys 

to help group, identify and 

name a variety of living 

things in their local and 

wider environment. 

We will use classification 

keys and identify 

vertebrates by observing 

their similarities and 

differences. 

English core skills: 

Punctuating questions 

Milestone 2: To identify 

differences, similarities 

or changes related to 

simple scientific ideas and 

processes. 

British Science Week 

Thursday 17th March Year 

3 and Year 4 science fair 

 

Invertebrate Hunt 

 

Milestone 2: To explore 

and use classification keys 

to help group, identify and 

name a variety of living 

things in their local and 

wider environment. 

We will use classification 

keys to identify 

invertebrates found in the 

local environment. 

English core skills: Using 

apostrophes (for 

possession and 

contraction) 

Classification Keys 

 

Milestone 2: To explore 

and use classification keys 

to help group, identify and 

name a variety of living 

things in their local and 

wider environment. 

We will gather and record 

data about a variety of 

living things and their 

habitats. We will then 

create our classification 

keys. Burn2Learn 

Maths core skills: Record 

and present data 

 

Environmental Changes 

 

Milestone 2: Recognise that 

environments can change and 

that this can sometimes pose 

dangers and have an impact 

on living things. 

We will learn about 

endangered animals and their 

habitats as we explore how 

the changes in the 

environment affect living 

things. 

English core skills: Writing a 

non-chronological report 

 



Maths core skills: Using 

Venn diagrams 

 

Making links/connections: 

We will reflect on the 

children’s previous 

learning on habitats in 

earlier year groups. 

Milestone 2: Use 

straightforward scientific 

evidence to answer 

questions or 

to support findings. 

History  

Ancient 

Romans 

 

Big Concept: 

Investigate 

and Interpret 

the Past 

 

 

History sticky knowledge: 

- The city of Rome was founded in 753 BC. 

- Julius Caesar was a successful politician and military leader.  

- In 43 AD the Emperor Claudius resumed the work of Caesar by ordering the invasion of Britain. 

Key vocabulary: Roman myths, gladiators, amphitheatre, invasions, Roman Empire, Picts, Scots, Anglo-Saxons 

 

Links to prior learning: Y3 Stone Age to Iron Age, Tudors 

Y4 Victorians 

Social/cultural opportunities: Inequalities between the lives of rich and poor 

Invasions 
 

Children will learn about the 

Roman Empire and its impact on 

Britain. We will also learn about 

the Roman invasions. 

English core skills: Reading 

comprehension  

Milestone 2: To use dates and 

terms to describe events. 

 

British Resistance 

 

We will learn about how the Roman Empire affected different 

people and how they felt and reacted to the changes that were 

being made. We will get in the roles of Boudicca and other 

Celtic and Roman characters to discuss their points of view. 

Burn2Learn 

English core skills: Writing in role 

Milestone 2: To describe different accounts of a historical 

event, explaining some of the reasons why the accounts may 

differ.  

 

How did the Romans change Britain? 

 

We will learn about how the Romans left 

their mark all over the country. They gave 

us new towns, plants, animals, a new religion 

and ways of reading and counting. As we 

explore the various impacts on Britain, we 

will evaluate the consequences of the 

Roman changes. English core skills: Reading 

comprehension 

Milestone 2: To suggest causes and 

consequences of some of the main events 

and changes in history.  

 

Geography 

 

Big Concept: 

Investigating 

Patterns 

 

Geography sticky knowledge: 

- 7 continents: Asia, Africa, North America, South America, Antarctica, Europe, and Australia. 

- 5 different areas of the ocean: Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern, and Arctic. 

- The Ring of Fire is a string of volcanoes and earthquakes around the edges of the Pacific Ocean. 

Key vocabulary: keys, symbols, compass, landscape, weather, climate, population, area 

 



Extreme 

weather 

conditions, 

mountains, 

volcanoes, 

earthquakes 

 

Links to prior learning: Y3 and Y4 continents and oceans, using maps and atlases, physical and human features, European countries, 8 points of a 

compass, UK 

Social/cultural opportunities: Impact of humans on the planet. Protecting human and physical features. Extreme weather conditions due to global 

warming. 

Extreme weather 

conditions 

 

Milestone 2: To name and 

locate the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circle. 

We will find out about the 

Earth’s climate and areas 

of extreme temperatures. 

We will discuss the 

difference between 

weather and climate. We 

will locate the hottest, 

coldest, wettest, driest 

places on a world map. 

English core skills: Using 

conjunctions  

Burn2Learn 

 

Tectonic plates 

 

Milestone 2: To describe 

key aspects of physical 

geography.  

Children will learn what 

tectonic plates are and 

what the ‘ring of fire’ is. 

We will discuss the names 

of the tectonic plates and 

some countries and 

continents that can be 

found on the plates. 

English core skills: Proper 

nouns Burn2Learn 

Features of a volcano 

 

Milestone 2: To describe 

key aspects of physical 

geography, including 

mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

We will explore the 

vocabulary associated with 

volcanoes and familiarise 

ourselves with volcano 

diagrams. We will learn the 

difference between 

composite, shield and dome 

volcanoes as well as active, 

dormant and extinct 

volcanoes. 

English core skills: Label 

diagrams 

Eruption 

 

Milestone 2: To describe 

key aspects of physical 

geography, including 

mountains, volcanoes and 

earthquakes. 

We will discuss the 

different ways volcanoes 

can erupt and talk about 

the harmful substances 

that escape during an 

eruption. 

English core skills: 

Retrieve information 

Life in volcanic areas 

 

Milestone 2: To describe 

aspects of human geography, 

including settlements and 

land use. 

Milestone 2: To explain own 

views about locations, giving 

reasons. 

We will find out about what 

it is like living near volcanoes 

and the main reasons why 

people would choose to live 

there. 

Maths core skills: Record 

and represent data 

Art  

 

Big Concept: 

Painting 

 

Georgia 

O’Keeffe’s 

modernist art 

Art sticky knowledge: 

- Landscape painting, also known as landscape art, is the depiction of natural scenery such as mountains, valleys, trees, rivers, and forests. 

- Georgia O’Keeffe is one of the most significant artists of the 20th century, renowned for her contribution to modern art. 

- Lines can be straight, curved, jagged, horizontal, vertical, thick or thin. 

Key vocabulary: watercolour, background, atmosphere, brush, shape, texture, pattern, line 

 

Links to prior learning: Y4 printing, digital mosaic, digital watercolour art 

Social/cultural opportunities: Successful women in arts. How do women contribute to modern arts? How to become successful? How to have a 

voice as an artist? 



of landscapes 

and flowers 

Evaluate 

Milestone 2: To evaluate 

existing artwork. 

We will have a look at the 

artwork of Georgina 

O’Keeffe and evaluate her 

art inspired by landscapes 

and nature. 

Plan 

Milestone 2: To use 

watercolour paint to 

produce washes for 

backgrounds then add 

detail. 

We will plan our own 

landscapes first by 

creating a watercolour 

background. 

Learn and practise skills 

and techniques 

Milestone 2: To 

experiment with creating 

mood with colour. 

We will use paint to match 

our atmosphere we want to 

create in our paintings. 

Do 

Milestone 2: To mix 

colours effectively. 

Milestone 2: To use a 

number of brush 

techniques using thick and 

thin brushes to produce 

shapes, textures, patterns 

and lines. 

Using different brushes, 

we will paint nature 

inspired artworks. 

Review 

Milestone 2: To evaluate own 

artwork. 

We will reflect on what went 

well whilst creating our art. 

Computing 

 

Big Concept: 

Communicate 

ideas using 

advanced 

features of 

applications 

Computing sticky knowledge: 

- Keep safe online by using stop, block, tell. 

- Weather forecasting is the use of science and technology to predict the conditions of the weather. 

- iMovie can be used to create videos. 

Key vocabulary: online, Internet, online safety, weather forecast, application, advanced features 

 

Links to prior learning: Y3 and Y4 presentations, graphics, Internet safety, coding with Scratch, Keynote 

Social/cultural opportunities: Advantages and disadvantages of engaging with different subjects and learning through online platforms. How can 

we use devices to help with our learning or with homework? How much time should we spend on devices? How do we use advanced features of 

applications and devices to create content for an audience. 

Describing and analysing the 

weather 

Milestone 1: Use simple databases. 

We will be describing and 

analysing the local weather 

forecasts and what makes them 

effective. 

Maths core skills: Using databases  

Preparing a weather forecast 

Milestone 2: Use some of the advanced features of 

applications and devices to communicate ideas, work or 

messages professionally. 

We will use Keynote to prepare our weather forecasts. We 

will include locations, time and date, temperatures and 

various animations. 

English core skills: Using adjectives and weather specific 

vocabulary 

Giving a television-style weather forecast 

Milestone 2: Use some of the advanced 

features of applications and devices to 

communicate ideas, work or messages 

professionally. 

With iMovie, we will present and record our 

weather forecasts in front of a green screen, 

using our Keynote presentations and weather 

data. 

English core skills: Delivering presentations 

Music 

 

Big Concept: 

Composing 

 

Music sticky knowledge: 

- A minim is a musical note worth a half note. 

- A crotchet is a musical note worth a quarter note. 

- A semibreve is one musical note that counts for four beats. 

 



Composer: 

Benjamin 

Britten - 

‘Storm’ 

Interlude 

 

Key vocabulary: minim, crochet, semibreve, symbols, rest, silence, compose, composer, orchestra 

 

Links to prior learning: Y4 evaluating music, duration, tempo, dynamics, silence, effect of music, crochets and quavers 

Social/cultural opportunities: History of music. Successful composers. How to express a voice as a musician? 

Milestone 2: To evaluate music to identify areas of 

likes and dislikes.  

We will explore Benjamin Britten’s piece of music, 

‘Storm’. We will use descriptive vocabulary to 

describe the orchestral performance and express our 

likes and dislikes.  

English core skills: Adjectives, expanded noun 

phrases, onomatopoeia 

Making links/connections: 

We will be discussing the children’s own experiences 

regarding water, the sea and storms. 

Milestone 2: To recognise the symbols of minim, 

crochet and semibreve. 

Milestone 2: To devise non-standard symbols to 

indicate when to play and rest. 

We will be using sound effects and percussion 

instruments to create our own percussion 

compositions. We will aim to imitate sounds of a 

storm on the sea. We will be portraying the 

natural phenomena through music. We will use 

non-standard symbols to record our pieces of 

music. 

 

Milestone 2: To use sound to create 

abstract effects. 

Inspired by Benjamin Britten’s 

Storm, we will experiment with 

composing our own music. We will 

create a piece of music to portray a 

raging storm. 

MFL 

 

Big Concept: 

Weather 

 

MFL sticky knowledge: 

- The days of the week are: Monday = lundi /Tuesday = mardi / Wednesday = mercredi / Thursday = jeudi / Friday = vendredi / Saturday = 

Samedi / Sunday = dimanche 

- The 4 seasons are: Le printemps: spring / L’été: summer / L’automne: fall / L’hiver: winter 

- I like is j’aime 

 

Key vocabulary: weather, seasons, days of the week 

 

Links to prior learning: Y4 greetings, counting, colours, fruits, vegetables 

Social/cultural opportunities: Why is it important to learn another language? Appreciating different cultures and diversity. 

Milestone 2: To ask and 

answer simple questions. 

Session 1 of New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

Milestone 2: To write 

short phrases from 

memory with spelling that 

is readily understandable. 

Session 2 of New Primary 

French. 

 

Milestone 2: To write 

short sentences using 

familiar expressions. 

Session 3 of New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

Milestone 2: To take part 

in discussions. 

Session 4 of New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

Milestone 2: To express 

personal experiences and 

responses. 

Session 5 of New Primary 

French. 

Burn2Learn 

PE 

 

Big Concept: 

Team Games 

PE sticky knowledge: 

- Accurately throw a ball at a static target. 

- Catch a ball at a variety of heights and speeds. 

- Create a passing opportunity. 



  

Key vocabulary: throw, power, agility, speed, accuracy, strike, opponent, stretch, dribble, fakes, dummies 

 

Links to prior learning: Y4 balls games, dance, gymnastics, team games 

Social/cultural opportunities: Why is teamwork important? What is sportsmanship?  

Rounders 

Milestone 2: To throw a 

ball from 1st base to 4th 

base (with both arms). 

To improve my throwing 

power by being explosive. 

Rounders 

Milestone 2: To run 60m in 

a straight line in under 12 

seconds. 

To improve my running 

technique to increase my 

speed. 

Small sided cricket 

Milestone 2: To catch a 

ball at a variety of heights 

and speeds. 

To improve my catching 

skills for a variety of 

fielding. 

Tennis 

Milestone 2: To perform a 

rally with a partner using 

my hands to strike a 

soft ball (both hands). 

To improve my ability to 

adjust my position to 

complete a rally. 

 

Dodgeball tournament 

End zone games 

Milestone 2: To outwit an 

opponent by using fakes and 

dummies when 

dribbling a basketball. 

To improve my dribbling 

skills and use fakes and 

disguises. 

PSHE 

 

Big Concept: 

Making 

Choices 

Drug, Alcohol, 

Tobacco 

Education 

 

PSHE sticky knowledge: 

- Drugs that are common in everyday life are: caffeine, alcohol, tobacco or nicotine products. 

- Alcohol is a powerful chemical that can have a wide range of adverse effects on almost every part of your body, including your brain, 

bones and heart. 

- Smoking is a hard habit to break because tobacco contains the very addictive chemical nicotine. 

 

Key vocabulary: drugs, alcohol, smoking, tobacco, nicotine, habit, addiction, asthma, first aid 

 

Links to prior learning: Y4 wellbeing, British Values,  

Social/cultural opportunities: What should we have as our healthy habits? What do we do when we encounter peer pressure? 

Drugs in everyday life 

 

We will learn that there 

are drugs (other than 

medicines) that are 

common in everyday life, 

and 

why people choose to use 

them. 

About alcohol 

 

We will learn about the 

effects and risks of 

drinking 

alcohol. 

Burn2Learn 

 

 

Smoking 

 

To understand what 

smoking is and why people 

smoke. We will explore the 

different adverts about 

tobacco use. 

English core skills: Using 

persuasive language 

Habit and addiction 

 

We will explore the 

different patterns of 

behaviour that are related 

to substance use and 

explain what a habit and 

addiction is. 

Burn2Learn 

Asthma lesson 

 

We will learn that medicines 

can be used to manage and 

treat medical conditions and 

it is important to follow 

instructions for their use. 

English core skills: 

Sequencing events 

Planned 

Days, Trips, 

Workshops 

Blackout for Creation – 

Tuesday 1st March  

Sponsored Walk to 

School Week 

British Science Week    

 


