
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Half Term Overview Planner 

Year Group:  5                                                                  Spring 2 2021-22         Teacher: Miss Waite 

   Theme: Our Precious Planet  
 

 

 Week 1  
w/c 28th February (Monday – 

training day) 

Week 2 - Sponsored Walk 

to School Week 
w/c 7th March 

Week 3 – British Science 

Week 
w/c 14th March 

Week 4 
w/c 21st March 

 

Week 5  
w/c 28th March 

RE  
Reconciliation 

 
Big Concept: 

Forgiveness / 

Lent 

 

 
Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

interweaved 

throughout 

Sticky Knowledge: 

• Children will learn that God heals our friendship with him and others through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

• Actions always have consequences. 

• Sin hurts others and our relationship with God. 

• Catholics seek forgiveness through the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

• Lent is a time for Reconciliation. 

• Stations of the Cross and significant days during Holy Week: Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, Easter Monday – Last Supper etc. 

Key Vocabulary: 

Choices, consequences, sin, parable, forgiveness, reconciliation, repent, sacrament, examining, conscience, confession, penance, sorrow, act of sorrow (contrition), absolution 

Significant person of study: 

Pope Francis  

Links to prior learning 

Y3/4: children prepared for and received the Sacrament of First Reconciliation – make links to their experience – how did they feel after? Did they enjoy preparing? What do they 

remember about it? Links to Y3 ‘Called to change’ topic. All year groups: theme of Lent and Holy Week which is taught throughout all year groups. 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Why might people make wrong choices? Why is it difficult to forgive others? Links to friendships and PSHE here. 

L.O: To make a pledge to care for 

our common home in response to 

the Pope’s letter: Laudato Si. 

8 to be great. Listen to letter.  

 

L.O: To understand that actions 

have consequences and reflect on 

some of the consequences of 

actions. 

 

English core skill applied: 

adverbials for cohesion 

 

Ash Wednesday: Lenten 

promises, Liturgy to mark Ash 

Wednesday 

 

L.O: To make links to show the 

connection between the belief 

that sin hurts us, our relationship 

with God, as well as others. 

 

Links to Other Faiths: Islam 

pilgrimage (Hajj).  

 

English core skill applied: 

reading comprehension skills – 

inference 

 

St Joseph’s Day – Friday 18th 

March: special collective 

worship. 

 

L.O: To describe the Parable of 

the Lost Son accurately and in 

detail and show some 

understanding of what it tells us 

about Reconciliation. 

L.O: To express a view about the 

characters in the parable of the 

Lost Son and give a reason for 

each view.  

English core skill applied: diary 

entry or letter in role as one of 

the characters. Focus on variety 

of sentence structures. 

Mothers’ Day collective worship  

 

L.O: To show knowledge and 

understanding of the religion 

signs and the steps involved in 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

and its importance.  

Ordering the steps in the 

Sacrament.  

 

L.O: To use the religious 

vocabulary: sin, consequence, 

confession, penance, sorrow, act 

of sorrow (contrition), absolution 

accurately and appropriately. 

English core skill applied: 

comprehension skills and P.E.E 

responses. 

L.O: To show some understanding 

of reconciliation by making links 

between reconciliation and the 

life of Jesus, e.g. stories of 

reconciliation in the gospels, Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday. 

 

Stations of the Cross: Freeze 

frames.  

 

Easter Cards – special Easter 

liturgy/collective worship 



English  
Class Text: Song 

of the Dolphin 

Boy by Elizabeth 

Laird (fiction) 

 
 

Climate Action: 

The Future is in 

our hands by 

Georgina Stevens 

(non-fiction) 

 
Big Concept: 

sentence 

structures 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

interweaved 

throughout 

Introduce new class text: Song 

of the Dolphin Boy 

L.O: To predict – study of front 

cover and map in the book. 

L.O: To prepare poems to read 

aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, 

tone, volume and action. 

7 groups – one stanza each. 

Rehearse and perform individually 

then perform as a group and 

record. 

 

L.O: to draw inferences such as 

inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their 

actions, and justifying inferences 

with evidence. 

Reading Chapter 1 of book and 

creating character profiles. Chn 

have had Chapter 1 and 2 sent 

home for pre-reading over half 

term. 

 

World Book Day activities: 

Katherine Rundell Rooftoppers, 

Trish Cooke author study.  

L.O: To evaluate how authors use 

language. 

Stimulus: Song of the Dolphin 

Boy L.O: To use inverted commas 

to show speech. 

L.O: To edit and improve 

punctuation in speech. 

L.O: To punctuate speech 

correctly. 

 

Extended write – continuing 

passage from Song of the Dolphin 

Boy links to plastic pollution in 

the ocean: Our Precious Planet 

Stimulus: Song of the Dolphin Boy 

L.O: To identify subordinate clauses.  

L.O: To write complex sentences. 

L.O: To use a variety of sentence structures. 

 

L.O: To plan and write a diary entry (in role as Finn).  

Children can choose the content of the diary entry – whether it is 

about missing the party, his relationship with Dad/what happened to 

his Mother etc.  

 

Writing opportunities here linked to climate change also. 

TBC  

Addressing areas of development 

Whole class revision focus: run on 

sentences (full stops).  

Whole class revision: apostrophes 

for singular/plural possession / 

plural nouns  

Whole class revision: expanded 

noun phrases to add detail  

Whole class revision: TBC 

dependent on need 

Whole class revision: TBC 

dependent on need 

Maths 
Topic 

 

Big Concept: 

Fractions 

 

Burn2Learn 

opportunities 

interweaved 

throughout 

L.O: To identify, name and write 

equivalent fractions of a given 

fraction.  

 

 

 

L.O: To compare and order 

fractions whose denominators are 

all multiples of the same number. 

L.O: To recognise mixed numbers 

and improper fractions and 

convert from one form to the 

other. 

L.O: To add and subtract 

fractions with the same 

denominator and denominators 

that are multiples of the same 

number. 

Assessment Week  

 

World Maths Day – fun 

investigation 

activities/Burn2Learn/ 

orienteering 

L.O: To multiply proper fractions 

and mixed numbers by whole 

numbers, supported by materials 

and diagrams. 

Whole class revision focus: 

multiplication 4x1  

Whole class revision focus: read, 

write, order and compare decimal 

numbers 

Whole class revision focus: 

rounding decimals  

Whole class revision focus: read 

and write decimals as fractions & 

percentages- 0.71 = 71/100 = 71%  

Whole class revision focus: area 

and perimeter  



Science 
Living Things & 

Their Habitats 

 

Big Concept: 

Classification of 

plants and 

animals 

 

 

 
Links to Science 

Week: seed/bulb 

planted so that 

during Science 

week, we can 

comment on what 

we can see linked 

to the theme of 

‘Growth’. 
 

Sticky Knowledge: 

• Animals can be broadly divided into two groups: invertebrates (animals without a backbone) and vertebrates (animals with a backbone). 

• Animals can be divided  into five distinct groups: mammals, fish, birds, reptiles and amphibians.  

• Knows the parts of a flower: anther, ovary, nectary, stigma, style, sepal, petal, filament, stamen 

• Links to Geography of biomes and climate (see sticky knowledge in Geography). 

• Carolus Linnaeus (known as Carl) was a scientist known for his work in classifying living things into groups. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

mammal, amphibian, reptile, insect, bird, plant, vertebrate, invertebrate, flowering plant, root, stem, leaves, flowers, parts of flower (see above), habitat, biome, climate, dangers, 

environment 

 

Significant person of study: Carolus Linnaeus (known as Carl) 

 

Links to prior learning 

Year 4: Living Things and their habitats topic: classification keys to identify vertebrates and invertebrates, learnt about endangered animals and their habitats.  

Year 3: Plants - lifecycle (seed dispersal etc) and requirements for life and how they vary from plant to plant 

KS1: Growing plants need water, light and warmth, seeds can grow into mature plants, most living things live in habitats to which they are suited, can name a variety of common 

animals that are birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles, mammals and invertebrates. 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Live Simply relaunch links: caring for the world, climate change, global warming – causes and effects, ways we can change to have a positive impact on the evnironemnt  

L.O: To develop subject specific 

vocabulary. 

Word search and RAG rate new 

words. 

English core skill applied: 

vocabulary in context written in 

sentences. 

 

Revisit prior learning:  

L.O: To make connections to prior 

learning. 

What do the children already 

know? 

Organise animals into broad 

groups – no guidance. See what 

the chn know.  

 

 

Milestone 3: Describe how living 

things are classified into broad 

groups according to common 

observable characteristics. Give 

reasons for classifying plants and 

animals based on specific 

characteristics. 

Burn2Learn – finding a range of 

living things and then classifying 

into groups. E.g. mammal, insect, 

bird, plant, amphibian, etc. Maths 

core skill applied – using specific 

tables, Carroll diagram, 

classification systems and flow 

charts. 

Chn will follow a classification 

system for plants, minibeasts and 

animals.  

British Science Week – Growth 

 

Milestone 2: To identify and 

describe the functions of 

different flowering plants: roots, 

stems, leaves and flowers. 

Burn2Learn 

(Scientific diagram with labels).  

Research task to identify the 

plants in North and South 

America, rainforest plants. Links 

to Geography – Computing skills 

applied. 

 

 

Milestone 2: To recognise that environments are constantly changing 

and that this can sometimes pose dangers to specific habitats.  

Links to prior learning and links to current Geography learning. 

To describe the environmental characteristics of an animal’s natural 

habitat. Children can choose an animal from North/South America. 

Homework task to research before the lessons.  

English core skill applied: writing a non-chronological report. 

Adverbials for cohesion, commas for fronted adverbials. 

Links to Geography: needs to climate of the habitat.  

 

Milestone 3: Describe how living things are classified into broad groups 

according to common observable characteristics. Give reasons for 

classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics. 

Children to apply their existing and new knowledge and create their 

own classification system.  

Maths core skill applied – using specific tables, Carroll diagram, 

classification systems and flow charts. 

Computing 
Stop Motion 

 

Big Concept: 

Film techniques 

 

Sticky Knowledge: 

• Stop motion animation is a filmmaking technique 

• Children will be able to recall films that are made using a stop motion animation technique: Star Wars, Fantastic Mr Fox, Shaun the Sheep (to name a few) 

• Stop motion animation is where objects are physically manipulated (moved) in small increments between individual photos so they appear to independently move or change 

when photos are played together 

Key Vocabulary: 

Stop motion, animation, filmmaking technique, objects, physical manipulation, increments, photo,  



Links to prior learning 

Y4 and home learning: saving work and sharing on Showbie, Online safety knowledge and understanding from increased use of internet and online platforms during lockdowns and home 

learning experiences. 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Children will learn about the history of filmmaking and will make links to how technology has changed so much in such a short space of time. How does technology advance our life? 

Are there any drawbacks to technology? How has filmmaking improved? 

Training Day  

What is stop motion animation? 

Looking at examples, identifying 

the features, History of movies: 

including stop motion animation: 

first filmmaking technique.  

Links to History 

English core skill applied: 

reading comprehension skills – 

inference 

 

 

Plan stop motion – what is the 

animation film going to entail? 

What shapes will be needed? 

Chn will create and design the 

shapes, cut them out and begin to 

think about the small increment 

of movements. 

Children to plan their Stop motion 

animation movie linked to climate 

change. 

 

Practise skills needed for stop motion animation movie. 

Create stop motion animation movie with a climate change theme linked 

to ‘Our Precious Planet’. 

Review and evaluate stop motion animation movie.  

English core skill applied: evaluation, adverbials for cohesion 

 

Geography 
Our Precious 

Planet 

 
Big Concept: 

Climate Change 

Sticky Knowledge: 

• Weather is the state of the air and atmosphere at a particular time and place: the temperate and other outside conditions such as rain, cloudiness, sunshine etc. 

• Climate is a long-weather pattern 

• Biomes are regions of the world where the weather conditions and temperatures are alike so same kinds of animals and plants live and grow.  

• Six major types of biomes: aquatic, grassland, forest, desert, tundra (but can be broken down into other biomes such as temperate forest, tropical forest, taiga forest). 

• Five types of climates: polar, temperate, Mediterranean, desert, tropical 

• Climate change is a long-term shift in temperatures and weather patterns: rising average temperatures, extreme weather events, shifting wildlife populations and habitats, 

rising seas – due to greenhouse gases. 

• Global warming is a gradual increase in the earth’s temperature due to greenhouse gases. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Biome, climate, climate change, global warming, weather, physical geography, country, continent, map, atlas, pattern, climate zone, equator, tropics,  

 

Links to prior learning 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

 

Children will RAG rate new 

vocabulary before commencing 

new topic.  English key core skill 

applied: vocabulary  

 

Milestone 3: To describe and 

understand key aspects of 

physical geography: climate zones. 

To describe how locations around 

the world are changing and 

explain some of the reasons for 

Milestone 3: To describe and 

understand key aspects of 

physical geography: climate zones 

To create maps of locations 

identifying patterns in climate 

zones. To name and locate 

countries of the world. 

L.O: To understand the terms 

‘weather’ and ‘climate’ and know 

the different types of climates. 

Milestone 3: To describe and 

understand key aspects of 

physical geography: climate zones 

To create maps of locations 

identifying patterns in climate 

zones. To name and locate 

countries of the world. 

L.O: To know where different 

types of climate are located in 

the world. 

Milestone 3: To identify and describe the geographical significance of 

latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern and Southern Hemispheres, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the Arctic and Antarctic circles and 

time zones (day and night). 

Quiz to see what the children know already. 

Links to previous two lessons about climate and biomes.  

Study about the Equator – which countries are located above, below or 

on the Equator? Burn2Learn  

Chn will be able to describe the climate in specific areas (equator, 

tropics etc.) 



change. To name and locate 

countries of the world. 

L.O: To understand the key 

vocabulary needed to discuss 

global warming and explore the 

causes and effects of climate 

change. 

Draw what they think global 

warming is based on a description. 

Looking at headlines linked to 

global warming/climate change: 

which country is each news story 

from? Quickly locate on the map.  

What is weather? What is 

climate? 

Burn2Learn – collect countries 

that says the type of climate 

(polar, temperate, 

Mediterranean, desert, 

tropical). Using an atlas/map to 

locate the different 

countries/locations, and colour 

code the type of climate.  

English key core skill applied: 

description and sentence 

structures 

Paragraphs written to describe 

each climate. 

Have to identify the climate of 

given countries and present 

information in a table. Map/atlas 

skills.  

 

L.O: To use knowledge of climate 

to describe and understand the 

causes and effects of climate 

change on the world. 

English key core skill applied: 

description and sentence 

structures – explanation text  

Chn will need time to plan this – 

homework task. 

English key core skill applied: adverbials for cohesion, punctuation 

used accurately. 

Repeat quiz to see new learning. 

Art  

 

 

     

DT 
Seasonality and 

sustainability in 

food 

 
Big Concept: 

causes and 

effects of 

climate change 

linked to food  

 

 
 

 

 

Sticky Knowledge: 

• Seasonality in food is where food is fresh and ready to eat in particular seasons, for example: strawberries in May, potatoes are all year round. 

• Food is sourced, processed and sold in different ways. 

• Food has to be either grown, reared or caught.  

• Growing: arable (crops and cereal), pastoral (rearing and production of animals), horticulture (fruit/veg),  

• Food processing is a deliberate change in a food that happens before it is available for us to eat. It dates back to pre-historic times when food was sun-dried, persevered 

with salt and/or cooked. Modern processing including canning and pasteurisation to make foods safe. Will also know minimally processed food and highly processed foods. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Seasonality, grown, reared, caught, farming, arable, pastoral, horticulture, food processing, healthy, unhealthy, modern, pre-historic,  

 

Links to prior learning 

Autumn 2 in Year 5 – knowledge of food hygiene and storage and some idea of ingredients from the cooking activities. Previous learning in Geography – knowing places, countries, 

continents etc. Plants topic in Year 3 – knows that in order to grow, plants need water, light and warmth (and nutrients). 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Links to own experiences of buying food – markets, supermarkets, greengrocers, home deliveries, boxed foods like Hello Fresh etc. How have our lifestyles changed which has 

increased the demand for food? What is the impact on our environment? 

Training Day L.O: To understand seasonality.  

Burn2Learn 

Children will be given a range 

foods and need to think of which 

season they think the food is 

grown/should be eaten in. 

Organise into seasons/months. 

Were there any surprises? What 

does that tell you about demand 

Links to Science week ‘Growth’ 

L.O: To explore the amount of 

greenhouse-gas emissions 

produced by different foods, and 

use this to discuss how to make 

greener choices. 

Maths core skills applied: 

interpreting data and drawing a 

bar chart. Data about kgs of 

L.O: To know where and how a variety of ingredients are grown, 

reared, caught and processed. 

Geography links: map work – journey of a banana.  

Links to ‘sustainability’. 

Children will be able to explain how a variety of ingredients are grown, 

reared, caught and processed and will be able to describe some climate 

change causes and effects linked to this.  

English core skills applied: adverbials for cohesion, correct 

punctuation  



for food? Is this fair on 

countries that grow the foods? 

What is the impact on the world 

in terms of climate 

change/greenhouse gases? 

English core skills applied: 

adverbials for cohesion, correct 

punctuation 

greenhouse gases per serving of 

food and drawing a bar chart. 

 

Introduce food composting – how 

can we combat food wastage? 

Music 
Dhol drumming 

 
Big Concept: 

Musical 

vocabulary 

Performing 

with others 

 

Sticky Knowledge: 

• Dhol drums originate from Punjab in India. 

• The dhol drum is played with a dugga and a tilli (sticks) 

• The dhol drum is a percussion instrument 

 

Links to prior learning 

Previous year groups work on musical vocabulary and understanding of beat, rhythm, keeping in time with the music etc. 

Year 5 so far the children have learnt how to play the dhol drum, where it originates from and what it was used for – this continues to build on this existing understanding.  

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Links to Punjabi culture in India and the significance of the Dhol drum. 

The following milestones will be covered across the 5 week half term using dhol drums. 

Focus will be placed on the culture of dhol drumming, how to play a dhol drum, techniques when playing and keeping a steady rhythm/beat: call and response etc. Children are 

developing their confidence when playing the dhol drum and will now begin to create their own rhythms and beats and perform to the class.  

Main focus is on maintaining good sense of rhythm, understanding, recitation, speed, discipline and musicianship skills 

 

Milestone 3 Objectives: 

• Sing or play from memory with confidence 

• Perform solos or as part of an ensemble 

• Hold a part within a round 

• Sing a harmony part confidently and accurately 

• Choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately describe and appraise music (full list in CQ document) 

MFL 
Animals 

 
Big Concept: 

Animals 

Sticky Knowledge: 

Children will be able to recall the names of some animals in French (to name a few):  

• Dog – un chein 

• Cat – un chat 

• Pig – un cochon 

• Rabbit – un lapin 

• Fish – un poission 

• Duck – un canard 

• Spider – une araignee  

• Snake – un serpent 

Un – singular, une - plural 

 

Links to prior learning 



Children have studied animals in previous year groups so this will be a recap as well as building on existing knowledge and understanding. Links to Year 5 topics of colour and numbers, 

asking questions and responding ‘et toi?’ and you? 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Benefits of learning a language – what career opportunities benefit from learning a different language? Continue to build on this so children see the importance of learning a language. 

This will be weaved into all lessons.   

Training Day Milestone 2: demonstrate a growing vocabulary.  Milestone 3: Read and understand the main points and some 

of the detail in spoken passages and short written texts. Use the context of a sentence or a translation 

dictionary to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words. 

Animals focus. 

Naming animals, pets, describing animals and their habitats.   

Know ‘un’ and ‘une’ difference (singular/plural) 

End of unit assessment. Looking 

to see growth in vocabulary by 

children, reading words and 

translating to English with a 

growing independence and using 

resources for support.  

PE 
Topic 

 
Big Concept: 

Games & 

Swimming 

 

Rounders focus 

L.O: To strike a ball with a bat so 

that the ball goes beyond a 

rounders square. 

Striking power 

Milestone 3: To strike a bowled 

ball with accuracy. 

Dodgeball focus (interhouse 

competition) 

L.O: To accurately throw a 

dodgeball at moving targets (with 

either hand). Improve accuracy in 

passing, shooting and aiming at 

targets – accuracy 

Milestone 3: To choose and 

combine techniques in game 

situations. 

Small sided cricket focus 

L.O: To demonstrate that I can 

get in line with the ball and use 

the long barrier technique. 

Improve my fielding skills – 

fielding and catching 

Milestone 3: To field, defend and 

attack tactically by anticipating 

the direction of play. 

Tennis focus 

L.O: To perform a 4 shot tennis 

rally with a partner using tennis 

rackets. Improve my ability to 

maintain racket control – striking 

Milestone 3: To use forehand and 

backhand when playing racket 

games. 

End Zone Games focus 

L.O: To dribble a football at pace, 

incorporating some tricks (step 

over, chop, Cruyff turn etc.) 

increase the speed of my 

dribbling skills  

Milestone 3: Choose and combine 

techniques in game situations. 

Swimming (On Thursdays) 

Milestone 3: Swim over 100m unaided. 

Milestone 3: Use breaststroke, front crawl and back crawl, ensuring that breathing is correct so as to not interrupt the pattern of swimming. 

Milestone 3: Swim fluently with controlled strokes. 

Milestone 3: Turn efficiently at the end of a length. 

 

PSHE 
Mental health 

and emotional 

wellbeing: dealing 

with feelings 

 
Big Concept:  

 

L.O: To evaluate the power of 

young people in the fight to slow 

climate change. 

Using COP26 as a stimulus for 

lesson. 

L.O: To know about a wide range 

of emotions and feelings and how 

these are experienced in the 

body. 

 

Life to the Full 

L.O: To know about times of 

change and how this can make 

people feel. 

L.O: To know about the feelings 

associated with loss, grief and 

bereavement.  

 

Life to the Full 

TBC 

Planned 

Days, Trips 

or Workshops 

Blackout for Creation – Tuesday 

1st March  

World Day of Prayer 

World Book Day  

Sponsored Walk to School Week British Science Week  World Maths Day 

Islam faith assembly   

 

 


