
RE - Reconciliation 

We will begin our topic by reflecting on a letter titled ‘Laudato Si’ from Pope Francis asking us to care for our common home. This is the 
basis for our half term theme: Our Precious Planet. Year 5 will also learn about the concept of sin and that when we sin we hurt ourselves 
and others and damage our relationship with God. They will begin to understand that God loves and forgives us if we are truly sorry and 
learn that God heals our friendship with Him and others through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We will then learn about Holy Week, 

through the Stations of the Cross, where Jesus died for the forgiveness of all our sins and resurrected again on Easter Sunday. 

English 

We will begin a new class text called ‘Song of the Dolphin Boy’ by Elizabeth Laird which links to our overall half term 
theme of ‘Our Precious Planet’ linked to climate change. We will focus on key skills in English and SPAG including sentence 
structures, commas for fronted adverbials, commas within complex sentences and the use of inverted commas for direct 
speech and within context linked to our class text and topic. We will continue to build stamina when writing at length, fo-
cusing on our key core objectives, which also includes handwriting. We will continue to explore spelling patterns and apply 
these in context. To help at home, please listen to your child read and read to your child frequently. Your child can also supplement 

their learning with Reading Eggs and Spelling Shed. 

Mathematics 

In Maths this half term, we will move on to learning about fractions. Year 5 will learn to identify, name and write       
equivalent fractions, compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the same number as well as 

recognising mixed numbers and improper fractions and converting from one form to the other. We will also learn to add 
and subtract fractions with the same denominator and denominators that are multiples of the same number. This half 
term, we will also celebrate World Maths Day so Year 5 can look forward to fun Maths investigations and Burn2Learn 

activities too! To help your child at home, please continue to work on times tables up to 12x12 (including division facts). 
Children can also begin to work on mentally recalling equivalent fractions, percentages and decimals e.g. 1/10 = 10% = 0.1. 

 

 

 

 Theme: Our Precious Planet 
Year 5 

We hope you have had a restful half term. 
We are super proud of the Year 5 pupils and 
we are having a fantastic year together!  

 
 

Year 5 Staff: Miss Waite & Miss 
Quenby 

If you have any queries or concerns you would 
like to discuss, please contact the office to 
arrange a telephone call or an appointment with 
me.  

 

 

 Important Dates 
 
 

 
 

Mondays 
Homework due in and reset. 

 
 

Friday 
Diaries signed: reading should be recorded 
Spelling test and reading challenges due in 
Thursdays 
Swimming will continue for the duration of Year 
5. Your child should come in their swimming kit 
under their PE kit. 
 

PE is Friday.  Your child must come to school in 
their PE kit (suitable for any weathers). 
Please ensure your child has indoor pumps and 
outdoor wellies in school. 
Please ensure all items of clothing are clearly labelled. 

Science - Living Things and their Habitats  

This half term, we start a brand new Science topic! We begin by revising the functions of each part of the flower and a 
flower’s life cycle. We then move on to our study of living things and their life cycles. We will begin by classifying a broad 
range of living things into groups such as mammals, insects, amphibians, birds, plants etc. and discussing why we have this 
classification system for living things. We will also revise the food chain system. This will also include describing the life 
cycles of a variety of living things, such as animals and plants. We will also consider the life cycle of a human and how a 

human changes over time.  

Spring Term 2 2022 

Computing 

The children have shown an interest in Stop Motion animation so, this half term, our computing topic will be using the app 
‘Stop Motion’ for the children to create their own Stop Motion animated movies. Stop motion is an animated filmmaking 
technique in which objects are physically manipulated in small increments between individually photographed frames so 

that they will appear to independently move or change when the series of frames is played back. We will learn about the 
history of filmmaking and the use of stop motion animation. The children will have the opportunity to develop their own 

stop motion animation movies which will link to our theme of ‘our precious planet’. I know Year 5 are going to be extremely 
excited about this computing project! 



PSHE 

Our PSHE lessons this half term will link to emotions and feelings. We will learn about the wide range of emotions and feelings that we 
can have and how these are experienced in the body. We will also learn about times of change and how this can make people feel, for 
example, bereavements which will link to exploring and knowing about the feelings associated with loss, grief and bereavement. As al-

ways, PSHE lessons are reactive and responsive to the children’s needs and we will continue our emotional literacy check ins at the begin-
ning of the day and after lunch time—this is well embedded in Year 5 and reinforces the ethos of a safe and welcoming classroom where 

all voices are heard! 

Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 
 

• Mathletics and Reading Eggs tasks are usually et on a Monday and due the following Monday. 

• Spellings are given out on Fridays (on paper and also set on Spelling Shed). Spelling tests are on Fridays. 

• Reading 5 times per week for 15-20 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

• Research projects and other occasional homework tasks linked to our Topics this half term (some may be linked to the homework 
grid on the website). 

 

 

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 5 web page on our school website to find optional tasks to 
support your child’s learning this half term. 

 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and grateful for the excellent 
support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with their reading, spellings and KIRFs. For this half 

term, your child must read their school reading book 4x a week for at least 15 minutes at a time. Please ensure that your child is reading 
aloud as well as independently as this helps their understanding and comprehension of what they are reading. It is also beneficial for 

your child to hear an adult reading aloud to them. This is proven to support children with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. 
We ask that your child has their homework diary and reading book in school with them every day. 

In Year 5, we encourage our pupils to develop their independence so we ask that your child completes their homework diary inde-
pendently each week, this includes recording their reading, KIRFs and homework, before being signed by a parent/guardian at the 

end of the week. 

Geography: Our Precious Planet 

This half term, Year 5 will learn about weather patterns, the different climates and biomes around the world and how all of this contrib-
utes to climate change and global warming. Our half term theme of ‘Our Precious Planet’ has been inspired by Pope Francis’ letter to his 
people titled ‘Laudato Si’ asking everyone to care for our common home. We will learn about the key aspects of physical geography, with 
specific reference to weather and climate and we will also describe how locations around the world are changing and explain some of the 

reasons for this. During this half term, Year 5 will continue to develop their map and atlas skills and will work on naming and locating 
countries of the world. Year 5 will also learn about the geographical significance of latitude, longitude, the Equator, Northern and South-
ern Hemisphere and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn – the invisible lines as I like to call them! By the end of this half term’s topic, 
the children will have built on their existing knowledge and understanding about climate change and global warming, linking to physical 

geography, and will be able to describe some of the causes and effects of these as well as ways we can change to reduce global warming 
and climate change.  

PE 

Year 5 will continue their swimming lessons for the remainder of the academic year and will continue to develop their skills in swimming, 
including using breaststroke, front crawl and back crawl and developing their breathing technique. This half term in PE lessons, Year 5 
will focus on games and will develop their accuracy in rounders, their techniques in game situations in dodgeball and end zone games and 
they will also develop their batting techniques in a small sided cricket game and tennis game. They will begin to develop the use of the 

forehand and backhand when playing racket games also.  

MFL 

This half term, linking to our Science topic of Living Things, Year 5 will learn how to talk about animals in French. They will make links to 
prior learning of talking about and describing pets. Year 5 will demonstrate a growing vocabulary, read and understand the main points 

and some of the detail in spoken passages and short written texts. They will also use the context of a sentence or a translation diction-
ary to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words. Year 5 will name animals, describe them and begin to describe their habitats. They will 

also begin to understand the difference between singular and plural in ‘un’ and ‘une’. 

Music 

Year 5 will continue their music lessons using Dhol drums this half term and will develop their confidence and skills in 
playing the Dhol drum. They will continue to play from memory with confidence, perform solos or as part of an ensemble, 
hold a part within a round and choose from a wide range of musical vocabulary to accurately describe and appraise music. 

Year 5 will also develop and create their own rhythms and engage in call and response activities. 

DT 

In DT this half term, Year 5 will learn about seasonality and sustainability in food linking to the theme of ‘Our Precious Planet’. They will 
learn about how food is sourced, processed and sold in different ways, how food is grown, reared or caught and how food processing is a 
deliberate change in a food that happens before it is available for us to eat. Year 5 will also explore the amount of greenhouse-gas emis-
sions produced by different foods, and use this to discuss how to make greener choices. There will be opportunities in DT this half term 
to apply their maths skills and English skills also. We will also consider and explore, in keeping with our half term theme, food composting 

and how we can combat food wastage. 


