
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Half Term Overview Planner 

Year Group: 6                                                          Spring 2 2022    Teacher: Mrs Ward & Ms Crolla 

   Theme: Our Precious Planet  
 

 

 Week 1  
Training day: Monday 

World Day of Prayer: Thursday 

World Book Day: Friday 

Week 2 - Sponsored Walk 

to School Week 
 

Week 3 – British Science 

Week 

 

Week 4 

 

Week 5  

 

RE  
Jesus the Son of 

God 

 
Big Concept: 

sacrifice 

Children will have the opportunity 

to deepen understanding of Jesus 

and reflect on what we believe 

about our faith 

 

Pope Francis Laudato Si letter 

about the planet. Planet 

protectors and 8 to be great 

promise in response to the Pope. 

 

Children will have the opportunity 

to understand that Jesus is the 

Messiah and be aware of what 

this means for us. 

 

Children will have the opportunity 

to know about the final journey 

Jesus made to Jerusalem and 

reflect on the thoughts and 

feelings of Jesus 

 

 

Children will have the opportunity 

to know about the events of Holy 

Thursday and reflect on the 

importance of these events for 

us. 

 

Children will have the opportunity 

to know about the crucifixion of 

Jesus and reflect on what it was 

like for Mary and the disciples 

 

English  
Class Text: 

Scavengers 

(fiction) by 

Darren Simpson 

and The Great 

 Realisation 

(poetry) by Tom 

Foolery 

Milestone 3: Choose the appropriate form of writing using the main 

features identified in reading. Plan, draft, write, edit and improve. 

Guide the reader by using a range of organisational devices including a 

range of connectives. 

 

Children will learn new subject specific language linked to the topic. 

Evaluate the features and language of non-chronological reports and 

comment on their effectiveness. They will plan and write their own 

non-chronological reports linked to the topic of Our Precious Planet 

with choice around the content. Self-editing skills will focus on key 

core objectives of accurate use of commas and apostrophes as well as 

maintaining the best standards in the basics already worked on. 

  

Guided reading skills will be embedded and address gaps from Spring 1 

assessments including the idea of ‘impression’ and SPAG will focus on 

building their confidence using colons, semi-colons and complex 

sentences as well as weekly spellings using gap analysis data to  

concentrate on spelling patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestone 3: Choose the appropriate form of writing using the main 

features identified in reading. Plan, draft, write, edit and improve. 

Guide the reader by using a range of organisational devices including a 

range of connectives. 

 

Children will evaluate the features and language of persuasive and 

formal letters. They will look at how cohesion is created within and 

across paragraphs, and how to manipulate sentence structure to have 

impact. They will plan and write letters of persuasive linked to their 

topic of Our Precious Planet. Self-editing skills will focus on key core 

objectives of accurate use of commas and apostrophes as well as 

maintaining the best standards in the basics already worked on. 

 

Guided reading skills will be embedded throughout with PEE and 

backing up with evidence from the text a big focus, as well as giving an 

opinion on character traits, e.g., brave because she…gentle because 

he…. 

Assessments: reassess spellings, 

SPAG and reading comprehension. 



Maths 
(Areas to teach 

have been taken 

from gaps 

identified in class 

and assessments) 

 

 

In Ms Crolla’s maths over the half term, she will teach them more about area, perimeter, data handling, averages and time. 

 Environment/planet will be interwoven where possible using data. 

 

Milestone 3: Multiply simple pairs 

of fractions giving answers in 

simplest form. To solve problems 

involving the calculation of 

percentages 

Finish off multiplying fractions 

first, then children will learn to 

calculate percentages of amounts 

and solve problems involving 

percentages. 

 

Milestone 3: To recall and use 

equivalence between fractions, 

decimals and percentages and 

solve problems. 

Children will learn to compare and 

order fractions, decimals and 

percentages and solve problems 

involving fractions, decimals and 

percentages. 

Milestone 3: Use all 4 operations 

to solve problems involving money. 

 

Children will solve multi-step 

problems involving money. 

Milestone 3: To understand the 

properties of shape. 

 
Children will revisit properties of 

2d and 3d shapes. 

 

Milestone 3: describe position, 

direction/ movement of shapes. 

 

Children will revisit co-ordinates 

and learn to translate, rotate and 

reflect shapes. 

Science 
Topic 

Living Things and 

Classification 

 

Big Concept: 

protecting our 

local environment 

and other living 

things 

Science Key Knowledge:  

• All living things can be classifying according to their characteristics. 

• Scientists around the world use the same system based on a common language so that they can pool information. 

• The animal kingdom is split into animals with and without backbones. 

• We can use a classification key to help us identify a species. 

 

Science Key Vocab: classification, organism, microorganism, deciduous, coniferous, flowering, spores, vertebrate, invertebrate, insect, mollusc, crustacean, arachnid, species 

 

Significant person/s to study: Carl Linnaeus 

 

Links to prior learning: 

 Y4 Classify living things using classification keys in the local and the wider environment. Impact of the environment on living things including dangers.  Food chains 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: Live Simply relaunch links – composting, Planet Protectors, understanding local environment, climate change and action they can take. 

Start of topic test from rising 

stars 

 

Milestone 3 – To describe how 

living things are classified into 

broad groups based on similarities 

and differences, including 

microorganisms, plants and 

animals 

 

L.O: To recap ways of grouping 

organisms.  

 

Core skills: maths data handling 
 

 

 

Milestone 3: To give reasons for 

classifying plants and animals 

based on specific characteristics. 

 

L.O: To distinguish organisms 

that have similar characteristics. 

 

B2L using different locations in 

the school environment. 

 

 

Core skills: maths data handling 

Milestone 3: To give reasons for 

classifying plants and animals 

based on specific characteristics. 

L.O: To classify plants according 

to their characteristics.   

Conduct a local environment 

survey – linked to Environmental 

Education 

Core skills: maths representing 

data. Choosing appropriate tables, 

charts, graphs 

Milestone 3: Record data and 

results of increasing complexity 

using …. classification keys 

 

LO: To record decay and the 

growth of microorganisms 

 

Core skills: English report writing 

and maths line graphs 

 
Live Simply link – 

Composting/Making a compost bag 

Milestone 3: all scientific skills  

 

L.O: To investigate how plants 

and animals are being affected by 

climate change 

 

Core skills English: writing 

explanations and predictions. 

 

Live Simply link – Climate change 

 



History  
 

Big Concept: n/a 

as this half term 

is geog focus. 

History Key Knowledge: 

• Plastics is a relatively ‘modern’ material. 

• Rapid change over just a few decades due to plastic 

• Big cause of staggering environmental problems  

 

History Key Vocab: economical, affordable, adaptable, versatile. durable, accessible, multi-faceted  

 

Significant person/s to study:  

John Wesley Hyatt 1863 invented celluloid which was the first plastic. 

 

Links to prior learning: 

Y6 history war (plastics used a lot in WW2), KS1 science properties of material,   

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Link to Live Simply and 8 to be great pledge.  

Geography focus this half term. 

 
Milestone 3: Describe main changes in history 

Children will learn about technological changes in history. They will 

learn about the impact of plastic. They will compare and contrast past 

use of resources with present. 

Geography 
 

 
Big Concept: 

Comparing and 

contrasting 

Geography Key Knowledge: 

• Biomes are large areas around the world where the weather and temperature are similar, so are the animals and plants 

• Animals and plants adapt  

• 5 major biomes are tundra, grasslands, forest, deserts, aquatic (fresh and marine) 

• A vegetation belt is an area with distinct plant types determined by the climate, soil, drainage and elevation 

 

Geography Key Vocab: biomes, grassland, desert, taiga, tundra, tropical rainforest, temperate forest, deciduous, savanna, marine, freshwater, vegetation belts, climates, 

inhospitable, abundance, deficit,   

 

Significant person/s to study:  

David Hockney, Georgia O’Keefe, Claude Monet, Joseph William Turner, Henry Matisse, Ken Done and Vincent Van Gogh 

 

Links to prior learning: 

Y6 adaptation, rivers and water cycle, Y5 America, food origins, Y4 volcanoes, & water cycle, Y3 rainforests, Y2 Artic/Antarctica,  

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Link to Live Simply and 8 to be great pledge. What can we do to be live more sustainably? Some cultures eat jellyfish as a delicacy. Debate about whether we should have jellyfish 

and chips instead of fish and chips.  

New topic vocabulary will be 

introduced. Children will learn 

what a biome and typical climate 

is and locate the different 

biomes around the world.  

 

Key core skills: English new vocab. 

Children will write postcards from each biome describing the climate 

weather, animals and vegetation. 

 

Key core skills applied: maths data handling for precipitation details to 

include. Plus, English writing skills for writing the postcards. 

 

Children will learn that different 

places around the world have 

different resources, and how 

climate can impact on resources.  

They will start to categories 

resources into agricultural or 

geological. Key core skills: Maths 

Venn diagrams for sorting. 

Children will learn about 

sustainability. They will look at 

plastic pollution around the world 

and how this impact on plastic 

pollution in rivers and oceans. 

 

Key core skills: maths data 

handling and tables. 

 



Art  

 
Big Concept 
Distance & 

perspective 

 

Art Key Knowledge: 

• Landscapes are made up of foreground, mid-ground and backgrounds. 

• Start with background first and finish with the foreground. 

• Colours/tone can be used to  

• Things appear smaller when they are further away – we call this diminishing forms. 

• Focal points are parts of a landscape that your eye is naturally drawn to 

• Perspective is how 2d objects appear to be 3d 

• Value scales show how dark or light the tone is  

 

Art Key Vocab: Wash, tone, shade, perspective, shadow, watercolour, reflection, foreground, mid-ground, background, diminishing forms, focal point 

 

Significant person/s to study:  

David Hockney, Georgia O’Keefe, Claude Monet, Joseph William Turner, Henry Matisse, Ken Done and Vincent Van Gogh 

 

Links to prior learning: 

Y6 use of lines to create dynamic action, Y6 drawing creating perspective, Y5 use of shading/cross hatching to create shadows and depth. 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Landscapes: How do life experiences influence our ideas about landscapes? How would perceptions of landscapes vary if you lived inner city compared to rural?  How may landscapes 

be affected by climate change? 

Milestone 3: Learn from the 

great artists. Create pieces 

influenced by others. 

 

Children will look at different 

landscape drawings/painting by 

various artists. 

 

They will explain what a landscape 

is and comment on their 

preferences from a range of 

styles using visual language skills.  

 

Key core skills: writing using PEE 

skills and applying key core obj. 

 

Milestone 3: Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects, 

e.g., reflections, shadows, direction of sunlight). Use a choice of 

techniques to depict movement, perspective, shadows and reflection. 

Choose a style of drawing for the work. 

 

Fine motor will be practised as warmups. 

 

Children will practise value scales skills using shading, parallel lines 

(hatching) cross hatching and scribble. 

 

Then they will draw a rural landscape. 

 

Key core skills: writing as they will evaluate their work and apply key 

core objective basics. 

Milestone 3: Use a variety of techniques to add interesting effects, 

e.g., reflections, shadows, direction of sunlight). Use a choice of 

techniques to depict movement, perspective, shadows and reflection. 

Choose a style of drawing for the work. 

 

Fine motor will be practised as warmups. 

 

Children will practise skills, plan and create an urban landscape. This is 

a chance to practise skills taught and knowledge learnt but with a 

different focus of landscape. 

 

Key core skills: writing as they will evaluate their work and apply key 

core objective basics. 

DT 
 
Big Concept: 

Living Simply – 

lessening 

environmental 

impact  

 

 

DT Key Knowledge:  

• We can reduce our environmental impact by wasting less food and sourcing local and sustainable food. 

• Good food hygiene is important for our health and to prevent the growth of microorganisms. 

 

DT Key Vocab: Germ/bacteria/ microorganism, hygienic, zero waste, ratio 

Links to prior learning: 

Food Y2 & Y5 

 

Social/Cultural opportunity : 

Consider the impact of climate change on the resources around the world. Does your McDonalds today impact on anyone else’s ability to feed themselves in other parts of the world?  



  Milestone 3:  

Science knowledge is applied to 

the safe storage and handling of 

ingredients. 

Understand the importance of 

hygiene and how microorganisms 

can grow on food 

 

 

Milestone 3:  

Science knowledge is applied to 

the safe storage and handling of 

ingredients. 

Investigate hygienic ways to 

store food and how to reduce 

food waste. 

 

Milestone 3: Develop a range of 

practical skills to create products 

including cutting, drilling, 

screwing, nailing, gluing, etc.) 

 

DT woodwork workshop with Zoe 

from Deckle and Hyde 

Milestone 3:  

Mathematical knowledge is 

generally applied to calculate 

ratios of ingredients. 

 

Calculate and measure 

ingredients. Produce a savoury 

product using hygiene and zero 

waste principles. 

Music 
Topic 

 
Big Concept:  

 

Music Key Knowledge: 

• Pulse is a series of uniformly spaced-out beats. 

• Rhythm is made up of long and short sounds and repeated in a pattern. 

• Lyrics are words and can reflect social/cultural context 

• Hip hop originated in America developed by African/Americans, Latino Americans and Jamaicans in the Bronx area of New York in 1970s. 

• Rapping is like a speech that is chanted and part of the hip-hop culture 

• Hip hop music does NOT have to include rapping but often does. 

 

Music Key Vocab: pulse, rhythm, lyrics, rap, compose, perform,  

 

Significant person/s to study: Stormzy, British born of Africa origin and a high achiever at school. 

 

Links to prior learning: Builds on all elements of music covered by Artforms in Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 to date. 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: Gang affiliation linked to rap; address misconceptions. 

 Milestone 3: To describe bow 

lyrics often reflect 

social/cultural context. 

 
Children will learn about the 

origins and history of rap music 

putting it on to a timeline. 

Misconceptions around rap will be 

addressed. 

Milestone 3: Choose from a wide 

range of musical vocabulary to 

accurately describe and appraise 

music. Create songs with verses 

and a chorus. 

 

Children will listen and appraise a 

song/rap which is about the issue 

of plastic. They will comment on it 

with musical terminology using 

UKS2 vocabulary progression 

document. They will consider the 

social relevance of the lyrics. 

 

 

Milestone 3: Sing in an ensemble. 

 

Children will learn to sing and perform the plastic song/rap. 

MFL 
Topic 

Sports and 

Hobbies 
Big Concept:  

 

MFL Key Knowledge:  

• know and names a range of sports orally in French 

• know and name a range of hobbies in French 

• know and use the verbs faire & jouer 

 

MFL Key Vocab: jouer, faire, la natation, le cyclisme, le football, le golf, la gymnastique etc. 

 



Significant person/s to study: favourite sportsperson/ inspirational person from their chosen hobby 

 

Links to prior learning: 

Y4 sports, Y6 verb use 

Milestone 3: To read and understand the main points and some of the 

detail in short written texts. To convey meaning. Use dictionaries and 

glossaries to check words. 

 
Children will recap what they know about sports and hobbies 

vocabulary. They will talk about their favourite hobbies and translate 

sentences about sports and hobbies. 

 

English core skills: High expectations in handwriting and spelling. 

 

 

Milestone 3: To read and understand the main points and some of the 

detail in short written texts. To convey meaning. Use dictionaries and 

glossaries to check words. 

 
Children will build on last term’s verb work for jouer and faire, I play, 

we play he/she plays etc. They will consolidate opinions vocabulary and 

write sentences about why they like that hobby. 

 
English core skills: High expectations in handwriting and spelling. 

 

Milestone 3: To read and 

understand the main points and 

some of the detail in short 

written texts. To convey meaning. 

Use dictionaries and glossaries to 

check words. 

 
Make a timetable of activities. 

Answer questions based on 

French timetables. 

 

Dictionaries/ipads. 

 

PE 
Topic 

 

PE Key Knowledge: netball positions, pivoting and footwork rules, passing rules 

 

PE Key Vocab: pivot, footwork, penalty, chest pass, overhead pass, marking, shooting 

 

Significant person/s to study: 

 Vitality Roses Squad (England’s Netball Team) & Ama Agbeze (Captain of women’s squad who won gold in 2018 Commonwealth) 

 

Links to prior learning: team games/invasion games KS1/2 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Netball seen as a girls’ sport. Should we have a national male team? debate/discuss. 

 Milestone 3: 
Choose and combine techniques in 

game situations (running, 

throwing, catching, passing, 

jumping and kicking, etc.). • Work 

alone, or with teammates in order 

to gain points or possession 

 
Work effectively as a team to 

pass the ball into scoring 

positions. 

Milestone 3: Choose and combine 

techniques in game situations 

(running, throwing, catching, 

passing, jumping and kicking, etc.). 

• Work alone, or with teammates 

in order to gain points or 

possession 

 
Understand the roles and areas 

of 7 netball positions. 

Milestone 3: 

 

Improve speed of passing and 

accuracy in a netball game. 

 
HH -drills and skills with half 

class. Half class matchplay then 

swap. 

Milestone 3: 

 
Mini tournament. 

 

Embed skills from previous six 

skills sessions. 

 



PSHE 

 

Live simply relaunch.  Use Tomfoolery Poem and video version, The World Awaits. Positive 

and negative impact of our actions, not just linked 

to environment but the smallest of actions in 

everyday life and how this impacts on others. Link 

to responsible use of social media as lots of the 

children have access now. 

 

Leeds United ‘Choices’ spotlight workshop to 

address positive/negative choices, consequences, anti-social behaviour, 

knife crime and gang affiliation.   

 

Come back to positive/negative relationships and manipulation which we 

started last half term. More time 

needed to delve deeper. Use Alright 

Charlie video to help spot the signs of 

manipulation, grooming and CSE. 

 

Planned 

Days, Trips 

or Workshops 

Blackout for Creation – Tuesday 

1st March  

Sponsored Walk to School Week 

 

Leeds United Choices spotlight 

British Science Week  

 

DT workshop in school 

Assembly with Muslim visitors 

RE workshop  

RE Trip to a Mosque 

 

 


