
 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School       

 Half Term Overview Planner     

Year Group: 1                                                        Spring 1 2021-2022   Teacher: Miss Collier 

   Theme: Sensational Safari  

 

 Week 1 
w/c 3rd January  

Week 2 
w/c 10th January  

Week 3 
w/c 17th January   

Week 4 
w/c 24th January   

 

Week 5 
w/c 31st January   

Week 6 
w/c 7th January 

Assessment Week 

Week 7 
w/c 14th January   

RE  
Topic 

 

Big 

Concept: 

Families 

and 

Celebration

s  

RE Key Knowledge and Skills:  

-Understanding of the different families that we belong to (home, school, Church) and that they are all part of God’s family. 

-To understand that God is our Father. 

- To understand the story of Jesus being taken to the temple. 

-Understand different religious celebrations from our own and another faith.  

Key Vocab: 

-God, Church, family, celebration, temple, Jesus, Bible, faith, Baptism, belong, sign, symbol, water, oil, white garment, light, candle, God parents, priest, heaven, Jesus, light of the world, 

Temple, Simeon, Anna, Sunday. 

Links to prior learning: 

-Links to learning in FS2 during “The Church” topic. Links can be made to the Wedding at Cana, as Bible story and Miracle where a celebration took place.  

Social and Cultural opportunities:  

-Compare and contrast Baptism with how it is celebrated in other religious.  

Bank Holiday  Family (home and 

school) 

Have the 

opportunity to 

reflect on what it 

means to be a 

member of a 

family. 

 

English: Write 

simple sentences 

to describe who is 

in their families 

and the different 

families they are 

part of.  

 

 

Church Family  

Have the 

opportunity to 

understand what it 

means to belong to 

the Church family. 

God as our Father 

Have the opportunity to 

know that God is our 

Father in heaven and 

think about why it is 

important. 

 

English: Write thank 

you messages to God 

for his world and being 

part of his family. 

Jesus being taken to 

the temple 

Have the opportunity to 

hear how Jesus’ family 

took him to the Temple 

and think about why 

this was a special 

celebration. 

Celebrations  

Have an opportunity 

to know about some 

of the celebrations 

in the Church and 

why we celebrate 

these occasions 

(part 1).  

Celebrations  

Have an opportunity 

to know about some 

of the celebrations 

in the Church and 

why we celebrate 

these occasions 

(part 2). 
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English  

Big 

Concept: 

Sensational 

Safari 

 

Texts:  

How 

Elephant 

got his 

trunk. 

Bringing 

the rain to 

Kapiti Plain 

(rhyme).  

 

English Key Knowledge and Skills:  

-Understanding of traditional tales from different cultures linked to the topic. 

-Developing story writing skills and sentence structure. 

-Developing understanding of poems and rhyme. 

Key Vocab: 

-Adjective, noun, verb, poem, rhyme, conjunction.  

Links to prior learning: 

-Building on letter and diary writing, developing extended sentence writing and work on conjunctions. 

-Building on basic rhyme in FS2, do starter of silly soup to make connection.  

Social and Cultural opportunities:  

-Making connections between familiar traditional tales learnt in FS2 and those from another culture (Africa).  

-Wider understanding of another place, learnt from the poem story.  
Introduction to How 

Elephant got his 

Trunk. 

 

Compare with 

Familiar Traditional 

Tale from FS2. 

Structure, message, 

characters, settings 

etc.  

 

Sequence the story. 

 

Build own stories. 

 

Milestone 1: To plan 

by talking about 

ideas and writing 

notes.  

Story writing skills 

(Tinga Tales focus) 

 

Write sentences 

for parts of the 

story. 

 

Focus on using 

conjunctions 

effectively to join 

parts of a story 

together. 

 

Milestone 1: To 

write stories that 

use the language 

of Traditional 

Tales. 

 

 

 

 

Plan traditional tale 

from African culture 

story writing 

 

Build banks of 

adjectives, verbs 

and nouns to support 

writing.  

 

Story mountain.  

 

Milestone 1: To 

write stories that 

use the language of 

Traditional Tales.  

Assess story writing. 

 

Use plan to write own 

story or part of story.  

Milestone 1: To write 

stories that use the 

language of Traditional 

Tales.   

Rhyme Focus: Bringing 

the rain to Kapiti Plain. 

 

Explore the features of 

the poem.  

 

Identify rhyming words. 

 

Develop a bank of words 

that could be used to 

complete the poem.  

 

Model writing lines to 

be added to the poem. 

 

Children to write simple 

rhyming sentences.  

Milestone 1: To write 

poems that use pattern, 

rhyme and description.  

Rhyme story focus. 

 

Children to put 

together rhyming 

sentences to create 

poem about Kenya. 

Milestone 1: To 

write poems that use 

pattern, rhyme and 

description. 

Assess rhyme  

Milestone 1: To 

write poems that use 

pattern, rhyme and 

description. 
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Guided 

Reading 

 
Big 

concept: 

Kenya, 

fiction and 

non-fiction 

texts.   
 

 

 

 

Guided Reading sticky knowledge:  

-AF 3-7 focuses.  

Key Vocab: 

- Questions: who, what, when, where, why, how.  

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

-Read a range of texts (fiction and non-fiction) learning about African animals and Kenya Links to traditional tales from other cultures.   
Guided reading groups: 

Bugs Big Trip 

 

Reading with an adult. 

Answer and ask questions 

(AF focus based on 

children’s needs). 

 

Independent reading 

activity. 

 

Phonics activity. 

 

Fine motor activity. 

 

Handwriting activity.  

 

Milestone 1: read 

accurately by blending 

sounds in unfamiliar 

words containing GPCs 

that have been taught. 

Milestone 1: ask and 

answer questions about 

the text 

 

 

Guided reading groups: 

Bugs Big Trip.  

 

Reading with an adult. 

Answer and ask 

questions (AF focus 

based on children’s 

needs). 

 

Independent reading 

activity. 

 

Phonics activity. 

 

Fine motor activity. 

 

Handwriting activity.  

 

Milestone 1: read 

accurately by blending 

sounds in unfamiliar 

words containing GPCs 

that have been taught. 

Milestone 1: ask and 

answer questions about 

the text 

 

 

Guided reading groups: 

Kenya Fact File  

 

Reading with an adult. 

Answer and ask 

questions (AF focus 

based on children’s 

needs). 

 

Independent reading 

activity. 

 

Phonics activity. 

 

Fine motor activity. 

 

Handwriting activity.  

 

Milestone 1: read 

accurately by blending 

sounds in unfamiliar 

words containing GPCs 

that have been taught. 

Milestone 1: ask and 

answer questions about 

the text 

Guided reading 

groups:  

Kenya Fact File 

 

Reading with an adult. 

Answer and ask 

questions (AF focus 

based on children’s 

needs). 

 

Independent reading 

activity. 

 

Phonics activity. 

 

Fine motor activity. 

 

Handwriting activity.  

 

Milestone 1: read 

accurately by blending 

sounds in unfamiliar 

words containing GPCs 

that have been 

taught. 

Milestone 1: ask and 

answer questions 

about the text. 

 

 

Guided reading groups: 

Elephant Fact File  

 

Reading with an adult. 

Answer and ask questions 

(AF focus based on 

children’s needs). 

 

Independent reading 

activity. 

 

Phonics activity. 

 

Fine motor activity. 

 

Handwriting activity.  

 

Milestone 1: read 

accurately by blending 

sounds in unfamiliar 

words containing GPCs 

that have been taught. 

Milestone 1: ask and 

answer questions about 

the text 

 

 

Assessment week 

 

Bugs Big Trip 

Independently read 

text and questions. 

 

Milestone 1: read 

accurately by blending 

sounds in unfamiliar 

words containing GPCs 

that have been taught. 

Milestone 1: discuss 

events 

 

Guided reading groups: 

Elephant Fact File  

 

Reading with an adult. 

Answer and ask 

questions (AF focus 

based on children’s 

needs). 

 

Independent reading 

activity. 

 

Phonics activity. 

 

Fine motor activity. 

 

Handwriting activity.  

 

Milestone 1: read 

accurately by blending 

sounds in unfamiliar 

words containing GPCs 

that have been taught. 

Milestone 1: ask and 

answer questions about 

the text 
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Maths 

Topic 

 

Big Concept: 

Shape and 

measure. 

 

KIRFS  

Find and 

name and 

write ½ and 

¼ of an 

object, 

shape or 

amount. 

 

Number 

songs: 

singing etc  

Quick fire: 

whiteboards  

Maths sticky knowledge: 

-To understand what is meant by length, height, capacity and volume, how this is measured and solve practical problems linked to this learning. 

-To recognise and describe the properties or 2D and 3D shapes.  

Key Vocab: 

-Length, height, weight, mass, capacity, volume, 2D shape, 3D shape, side, edge, face. 

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

-Each area will be delivered within real life contexts, giving the children clear purpose to their learning and enabling them to link it to their own experiences.  

Length and Height 

 

Fluency Burn2Learn 

 

Varied Fluency 

 

Problem Solving  

 

Linked to African 

Animals. 

 

Milestone 1: Compare, 

describe and solve 

practical problems for 

lengths and heights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weight and Mass 

 

Fluency Burn2Learn 

 

Varied Fluency 

 

Problem Solving 

 

Linked to Safari 

them. 

 

Milestone 1: Compare, 

describe and solve 

practical problems 

for weight and mass.  

 

Capacity and Volume  

 

Fluency Burn2Learn 

 

Varied Fluency 

 

Problem Solving 

 

Linked to Safari them. 

 

 

Milestone 1: Compare, 

describe and solve 

practical problems for 

capacity and volume.   

2D Shape  

 

Fluency Burn2Learn 

 

Varied Fluency 

 

Problem Solving 

 

Linked to Safari them. 

 

Milestone 1: Recognise and 

name common 2D and 3D 

shapes.  

Milestone 1: Identify and 

describe the properties of 

2D and 2D shapes.  

3D Shape 

 

Fluency Burn2Learn 

 

Varied Fluency 

 

Problem Solving 

 

Linked to Safari them. 

 

Milestone 1: Recognise and 

name common 2D and 3D 

shapes.  

Milestone 1: Identify and 

describe the properties of 

2D and 2D shapes. 

Assessment week  

 

Milestone 1: Compare, 

describe and solve 

practical problems for 

capacity and volume, 

lengths and heights, 

weight and mass.  

Milestone 1: Recognise 

and name common 2D 

and 3D shapes.  

Misconceptions 

addressed from 

assessment week  
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Science 
Topic 

 

Big 

Concept: 

African 

Animals  

 

Perform 

simple 

tests. 

 

 

Science sticky knowledge: 

-To be able to recognise and group common animals into fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 

-To be able to compare and contrast fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals and their structures.  

-To be able to identify and group animals into carnivores, omnivores, herbivores and know what their diets consist of. 

-To be able to name and label the basic parts of the human body. 

-To know and identify each human sense.  
Key Vocab:  

-Animals, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, carnivores, omnivores, herbivores, senses, compare, contrast, human, body, identify, classify. 

Links to prior learning:  

-Basic knowledge of animals, pets etc.  

-Birds of prey that visited last half term linked to woodland topic.  

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

-Focus on African animals compared with animals we have in the UK linked to topic.  

Spot and name common 

animals: fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

birds and mammals. 

African Animal focus. 

 

Identify and classify. 

 

Milestone 1: Identify 

and name a variety of 

common animals that 

are birds, fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

mammals and 

invertebrates.   

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

English: Choose an 

animal and write 

sentences to describe 

what type of animal it 

is and why.  

Spot and name 

common animals: fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

birds and mammals. 

African Animal focus. 

 

Compare and 

contrast. 

 

Milestone 1: Describe 

and compare the 

structure of a 

variety of common 

animals (birds, fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

mammals and 

invertebrates)  

 

Burn2Learn warm up 

or plenary.  

 

Maths: Complete a 

table, recording your 

findings. 

Identify and sort 

carnivores, omnivores, 

herbivores  

African Animal focus. 

 

Identify and classify. 

 

Milestone 1: Identify 

and name a variety of 

common animals that 

are carnivores, 

omnivores and 

herbivores.  

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

 

English: Write a fact 

file for your favourite 

animal stating the type 

of animal it is and if it 

is an omnivore, 

carnivore or herbivore.  

Identify and sort 

carnivores, omnivores, 

herbivores  

African Animal focus. 

 

Make a habitat for your 

chosen animal and provide 

it with the correct food 

and labels. 

 

Milestone 1: Identify and 

name a variety of common 

animals that are 

carnivores, omnivores and 

herbivores. 

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

Maths: Complete a table, 

recording your findings. 

 

 

 

Human body. 

 

Milestone 1: Identify, 

name, draw and label the 

basic parts of the human 

body and associated with 

each sense. 

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

 

English: Label the human 

body 

Human sense. 

 

Milestone 1: Identify, 

name, draw and label 

the basic parts of the 

human body and 

associated with each 

sense. 

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

English: Match the 

sense to the body part 

and explain what it 

does. 

Assessment week 

 

Milestone 1: Identify 

and name a variety of 

common animals that 

are birds, fish, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

mammals and 

invertebrates.    

 

Milestone 1: Identify 

and name a variety of 

common animals that 

are carnivores, 

omnivores and 

herbivores. 

 

Milestone 1: Identify, 

name, draw and label 

the basic parts of the 

human body and 

associated with each 

sense. 
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. 

Computing 
Topic 

 

Big 

Concept: 

Online 

safety/ 

communicat

ing ideas.  

  

Computing sticky knowledge:  

-Clear understanding of how to stay safe online, across different devices and platforms. 

- Clear understanding of the possible risks online and what they should do if they come across any.  

-Be able to use the basic aspects of keynote. Add in text and images. 

Key Vocab: 

-Stop, block tell, online risks, online safety, keynote, text, image. 

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

-Develop understanding of online risks. Learning to be applied in school and at home when online and accessing devices.  

Online safety 

questionnaire.  

 

Milestone 1: To 

understand online risks 

and age rules for sites.  

 

Online safety focus  

 

Milestone 1: To 

understand online 

risks and age rules 

for sites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communicating ideas: 

Keynote (Introduction) 

 

Milestone 1: To use a range 

of applications and devices 

in order to communicate 

ideas, work and messages.  

Online safety focus  

 

Milestone 1: To 

understand online 

risks and age rules for 

sites.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communicating ideas: 

Keynote (Begin 

presentation on animals) 

 

Milestone 1: To use a range 

of applications and devices 

in order to communicate 

ideas, work and messages. 

 

English: Writing sentences 

to explain ideas. 

Online safety focus  

 

Milestone 1: To 

understand online risks 

and age rules for sites.  

 

Communicating ideas: 

Keynote (Complete 

presentation on 

animals).  

 

Milestone 1: To use a 

range of applications 

and devices in order to 

communicate ideas, 

work and messages. 

 

English: Writing 

sentences to explain 

ideas 
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Geography 
Topic 

 

Big 

Concept: 

Kenya 

 

Geography sticky knowledge:  

-To know that Kenya is a country in a continent called Africa. Compare this to our country of England in the continent of Europe.  

-To know key features of Kenya: towns, cities, wildlife, national parks. 

-To know who the Maasai tribe are, how their live and some of their traditions. To know that this is different to how most people in Kenya and England live.  

Key Vocab: 

-Maasai Tribe, Kenya, Africa, wildlife, national parks, country, continent, traditions, culture, human and physical geography.  

Links to prior learning:   

-Make constant links to our lives in England, comparing climate, animals, lifestyles etc.  

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

-Develop the children’s understanding of another country in another continent and the similarities and differences. 

Where is Kenya? 

 

Milestone 1: Name and 

locate continents and 

oceans.  

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

 

 

 

Let’s Explore Kenya 

 

Milestone 1: Identify 

the key features of a 

location. 

 

Burn2Learn warm up 

or plenary.  

 

 

English: Create a 

poster advertising all 

the things that you 

can see and do in 

Kenya. 

 

National Parks and 

Wildlife 

 

Milestone 1: Identify 

the key features of a 

location. 

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

Record yourself talking 

about the national 

parks and wildlife to be 

later added to your 

Keynote presentation.  

 

Marvellous Maasai  

(Cultural focus) 

 

 

Milestone 1: Understand 

geographical similarities 

and differences through 

the study of human and 

physical geography. 

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

Marvellous Maasai 

(Geographical focus) 

 

Milestone 1: Understand 

geographical similarities 

and differences through 

the study of human and 

physical geography.  

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

My day your day 

 

Milestone 1: Ask and 

answer geographical 

questions.  

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

English: Create a diary 

entry of a person who 

lives in the Maasai 

tribe.  

My day your day 

 

Milestone 1: Ask and 

answer geographical 

questions.  

 

Burn2Learn warm up or 

plenary.  

 

English: Create a diary 

entry of a person who 

lives in the Maasai 

tribe.  

History  
Topic 

 

  

History sticky knowledge: 

Key Vocab: 

Links to prior learning: 

Social and Cultural opportunities 

 

 

      

Art  
Topic 

Art sticky knowledge: 

Links to prior learning: 

Key Vocab: 
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Social and Cultural opportunities: 

  

 

     

DT 
Topic 

 

Big Concept: 

Mechanisms: 

Moving 

pictures.  

 

DT sticky knowledge: 

-To understand how a range of mechanisms are used in the real world and evaluate them. 

-To know and be able to use a range of different mechanisms for a purpose (to create moving characters for a book).  

Links to prior learning: 

-Links to fine motor and construction (FS2) experiences, connecting small parts together.  

Key Vocab: 

-Mechanisms, sliders, levers, wheels 

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

-Understand how different mechanisms are used in everyday life and their significance in our lives.  

Introduction to 

Mechanisms: use in the 

real world. 

 

Milestone 1: Explore 

and evaluate a range of 

existing products.  

Explore Mechanisms: 

Sliders. Traditional 

Tale context. 

 

Milestone 1: Create 

products using 

levers, wheels and 

winding mechanisms.  

Explore Mechanisms:  

Levers. Traditional 

Tale context. 

 

Milestone 1: Create 

products using levers, 

wheels and winding 

mechanisms. 

Explore Mechanisms: 

Wheels. Traditional Tale 

context. 

 

Milestone 1: Create 

products using levers, 

wheels and winding 

mechanisms. 

Design own moving picture 

based on African 

Traditional tale written in 

English using at least one 

of the mechanisms. 

Traditional Tale context. 

 

Milestone 1: Design 

purposeful, functioning 

products.  

Make: Assess 

 

 

Milestone 1: Create 

products using levers, 

wheels and winding 

mechanisms. 

Review 

 

 

Milestone 1: Evaluate 

their designs and 

products.  

 

 

Music 
Topic 

 

Big 

Concept: 

African 

music   

Music sticky knowledge: 

-To be able to clap a rhythm 

-To be able to play an instrument as part of a group, to create a mixture of sounds. 

-To begin to compose music for a particular purpose.  

Key Vocab: 

-Timbre, dynamics and pitch 

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

- Music for different purposes and audiences. Exploring music in another country and culture.  

All about African 

Music. 

 

Context linked to topic.  
 

 

African drum focus: 

listen, clap and sing 

along. 

 

Milestone 1: To identify 

the beat of a tune. 

African drum focus:  

tap out a simple rhythm and perform 

 

Milestone 1: Follow instructions on how or when to 

sing or play an instrument.  

African drum focus: small groups compose and 

perform.  

 

Milestone 1: Sequence sounds to create an overall 

effect.  

Milestone 1: Create short musical patterns. 

Assessment 
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Milestone 1: Recognise 

changes in timbre, 

dynamics and pitch. 

MFL 
Topic 

 

Big 

Concept: 

Numbers 

and days 

of the 

week   

MFL sticky knowledge: 

-To recognise and use numbers and days of the week in conversation.  

Key Vocab: 

-Greetings, hello, how are you, my name is…, what is your name? Numbers 0-20, days of the week.  

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

-Understanding of a different country and culture linked to learning. 

Numbers  

 

Milestone 1: Understand a range of spoken 

phrases.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Days of the week 

 

Milestone 1: Understand a range of spoken 

phrases.  

 

Days of the week with dates linked to numbers.  

 

Milestone 1: Understand a range of spoken phrases.  

 

Assessment Week 

PE 
Topic 

 

Big 

Concept: 

PE partner 

planning  

 

PE sticky knowledge: 

-Different throwing and catching techniques.  

-To know left and right. 

-Develop balance skills.  

-Develop rhythm and control in movements. 

Key Vocab: 

-left, right, throw, catch, balance, hold, rhythm, control, movement 

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

 

Bench Ball 

 

Spiral PE Learning 

objective:  

Improve agility through 

different catching 

skills 

 

 

Bench Ball 

 

Spiral PE Learning 

objective:  

Improve agility 

through different 

catching skills 

Gymnastics 

 

Spiral PE Learning 

objective: Learn left 

and right 

Gymnastics  

 

Spiral PE Learning 

objective: Improve my 

balance in various positions 

Dance  

 

Spiral PE Learning 

objective: Improve my 

understanding of rhythm 

and how it effects my 

movements 

Dance  

 

Spiral PE Learning 

objective: Improve my 

control of rhythm  

Dodgeball 

 

Spiral PE Learning 

objective: Improve the 

ability to control the 

body and hold a 

position 
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PSHE 
Topic 

 

Big 

Concept: 

Identify, 

society, 

equality 

(British 

Values).  

 

PSHE sticky knowledge: 

-To know what British values are and how they can follow them in their everyday life.  

-To know what consent means. 

-To understand that their body belongs to them, focusing on pants are private.  

-Understanding what manipulation and peer pressure is and how to respond to it. 

-To know what mental health is and how they can look after their own.  

Links to prior learning: 

-Recap learning last year in FS2 on British Values- what do we already know?  

Key vocab: 

-Democracy, individual liberty, rule of law, respect, tolerance, consent, personal space, pants are private, manipulation, peer pressure, mental health, wellbeing.  

Social and Cultural opportunities: 

-Developing understanding of British Values are and how they impact on them and their community and country.  

 

Democracy 

 

NC planning for KS1 

 

Individual Liberty 

 

NC planning for KS1 

 

Rule of Law 

 

NC planning for KS1 

 

Respect and Tolerance  

 

RC planning for KS1. 

PP based discussions and 

games.  

What is tolerance and 

respect?  

What does it look like for 

us? 

 

English: Drawing/ labelling 

activity. Tolerance and 

respect written in the 

middle and drawings round 

the outside/ short 

sentences of the children 

showing how they can be 

tolerant and respectful.  

Consent and personal 

space 

 

RC planning for KS1. 

My body belongs to me: 

hoop activity. 

Links to Pants are Private. 

 

Make a “Pants are Private” 

poster based on the key 

messages.  

 

Discussing 

manipulation  

 

RC planning for KS1 

 

PP and scenario cards 

for role play. Using the 

phrase peer pressure 

to mean the same as 

manipulation.  

 

Children’s mental 

health week.  

Planned Trip 

or 

Workshops 
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Speaking and Listening skills are embedded in all subject areas of the curriculum as well as explicit teaching of these skills within any curriculum 

area. 

Please note this overview is a guide and may change in reaction to daily observations and assessments of the children’s learning. 
 


