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14.01.2022  

Testing, Self-Isolation and General Update 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
With the new Omicron variant of Covid 19, we know we are facing a higher rate of 
transmission. Therefore, in school we are continuing to be extra vigilant, but we are 
currently facing our highest number of staff and pupil absences due to positive cases 
of Covid-19 since the pandemic began. 
 
Most of these cases are not currently classed as close contacts due to the time at 
which symptoms developed or a positive test was obtained being beyond 48 hours of 
the child/staff member being in school. However, in the cases that are, we are 
conscious that often test and trace is not happening beyond school. We will therefore 
inform parents of children in the year groups where there are positive cases where 
the children/staff are close contacts.  
 
In school we are continuing to ensure social distancing wherever possible, holding 
meetings from a distance or remotely, remaining in class bubbles wherever possible 
and staff are wearing face coverings in communal areas and where they are unable 
to socially distance. We are ensuring good ventilation in classrooms and hand and 
respiratory hygiene remains a high priority around school. 
 
You will notice our staff are wearing face coverings outside too. We are now asking 
our parents and carers to wear face coverings at drop off and collection time 
and please continue to socially distance when collecting and dropping off your 
child/ren at school. We appreciate that outdoor spaces are low risk areas, but as a 
temporary measure and whilst cases in school are rising, we are requesting your 
support with this. Our main aim is to lower transmission, keep school open and to 
keep everybody safe. 
 
Close Contacts  
 
For those who are classed as close contacts, a daily LFD test must be taken for 7 
days. This includes those who have been informed that they are a close contact in 
school or from NHS test and trace, but also for those who live in the same household 
as somebody who has tested positive for Covid 19. Please support us in trying to 
reduce transmission of the virus by testing your child daily for 7 days if they have 
been identified as a close contact. Children under 5 are exempt from daily LFD 
testing, however, if they develop symptoms of Covid 19, they must self-isolate, and a 
PCR test must be taken.  
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Which Test to Take and when to take it? 
 
Confirmatory PCR tests following a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test result have 
been temporarily suspended. This means that anyone who receives a positive LFD 
test result (at any time) will be required to self-isolate immediately and will not be 
required to take a confirmatory PCR test. 
 
Therefore, if your child tests positive on a LFD test, you do not need to confirm 
this with a PCR test. Please inform school and the NHS of the positive LFD test 
and your child will then need to follow the self isolation process as normal.  
 
However, you are still strongly advised to book a PCR test if your child has Covid 19 
symptoms in the usual way where a positive LFD test result has not been obtained; 
ie if your child has symptoms of Covid 19 and you take a LFD test which is negative, 
you must self-isolate and book a PCR test. This is because your child has symptoms 
of Covid 19. If for whatever your child has taken a LFD test when they have 
symptoms, and this is positive, they must begin their self isolation period and a PCR 
test is not required.   
 
Households with Positive Cases 
 
We know there will be cases where family members are testing positive for Covid 19 
but children, who are negative, are still attending school. We would ask that you 
inform us of this and that you ensure your child (as a close contact) begins the daily 
LFD testing for 7 days. Under current rules, anyone who has tested positive for 
Covid 19, must self-isolate which means they must stay at home. Wherever possible 
arrangements must therefore be made to ensure those household members who test 
positive (including children) remain at home. If you are unable to make these 
arrangements for example to bring a sibling (who is testing negative) into school, 
please contact school in the first instance so that we can put support in place to 
ensure we are able to ensure these rules are followed and that we can work together 
to keep our whole school community safe. 
 
What are the most recent updates from the DfE? 
 

 

Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test positive for COVID-19: 
 
From Monday 17th January 2022, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 
will have the option to reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if they test 
negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 and they 
do not have a temperature. For example, if they test negative on the morning of 
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day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their education or childcare 
setting immediately on day 6. 
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and 
the second must be taken the following day. All test results should be reported 
to NHS Test and Trace. 
 
If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate 
until they get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until 
they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest. 
 
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a 
temperature will need to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation. The 
image below may help with the new timescales which are to be followed. 
 

 
NHS (BBC) 

 
If at any point you are unsure of any of the above information or would like to discuss 
this further, please speak to a member of the office team. Thank you for your 
continued support with the above measures. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Miss L. Milivojevic 

 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

