
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School       

   Half Term Overview Planner     
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Burn 2 learn will be weaved into learning where appropriate 

 

 Wk 1 4 days 

Culture week 

 

WK 2 WK 3 WK 4 WK 5 

 

WK 6  

Children’s mental 

health week 

WK 7 

RE  

Jesus The 

teacher 

 

 

Make links to This unit 

builds on previous work 

about Jesus’ 

Presentation in the 

Temple in unit 1.3 and 

unit 1.4 Following Jesus. 
 

Know the story of the 

presentation of Jesus in 

the Temple 

Reflect on how Mary and 

Joseph found Jesus in 

the Temple. 

English core skills 

applied: To punctuate 

sentences correctly using 

full stops, commas and 

apostrophes.Diary entry 

Know that Jesus 

attended synagogue as a 

child and as an adult and 

read the Torah (Know 

that Jesus was born a 

Jew.) 

English core skills 

applied: To punctuate 

sentences correctly using 

full stops, commas and 

apostrophes. 

• Know the story of Jesus’ 

Baptism and reflect on 

what this means for us 

English core skills applied: 

To punctuate sentences 

correctly . 

 

Know that Jesus called people to follow him 

Know that Jesus travelled around teaching people 

about God and His kingdom  

Understand why Jesus used parables to teach 

people 

Know and understand some of the parables Jesus 

told 

Appreciate the relevance of the parables for us 

today 

English core skills applied: To punctuate sentences 

correctly using full stops, commas and apostrophes. 

Assessment Week  

Know that Jesus came to show us the way to live. (The 

Beatitudes) 

Think of ways in which we can be true followers of 

Jesus. 

English core skills applied: To punctuate sentences 

correctly using full stops, commas and apostrophes. 

English Milestone 2 To write with purpose, To punctuate 

correctly 
(The Tinforest,) 

Expanded noun phrases 

Adverbs 

Prepositions 

Description of rainforest from old man’s point of view. 

Plan and write a letter inviting friend to visit the 

rainforest. 

Review writing targets 

Milestone 2 To write with purpose, to use sentences 

appropriately 

 

Innovate and plan alternative middle and end to a 

story based on text. (The old man’s dream of the 

Rainforest, a letter to his friend inviting them to 

visit) 

Basic punctuation 

Basic skills- capital letters, full stops, question 

marks, conjunctions, commas, Speech marks, 

paragraphs 

Draft and write narratives, creating settings, 

characters and plot. Edit and improve. Evaluate and 

edit by proposing changes to grammar and 

vocabulary linked to the use of a/an, conjunctions, 

adverbs and prepositions.   (I can re-read my work 

to improve it by thinking about changes     to 

vocabulary and grammar to make it more 

interesting.) 

 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors - 

including full stops, apostrophes, commas, question 

Milestone 2 To write 

with purpose, to use 

sentences appropriately. 

To punctuate correctly 
(The Great Kapok tree) 

 

Use the story as 

inspiration to write a 

jungle explorers diary 

the Amazon rainforest 

and seeing the Great 

Kapok tree. 

Environment focus- learn 

about the Great Kapok 

tree and its importance. 
 

Assessment Week  

 

To punctuate correctly, 

to present writing 

 

Poetry 

Sound collector Roger 

McGough  

Discuss features Make 

comparisons and discuss 

preferences. Write own 

Rainforest/jungle poetry. 

Environment focus- learn 

about deforestation 

 

Read his/her own writing 

aloud, to a group or the 

whole class, using 

appropriate intonation 

and controlling the tone 

and volume so that the 

meaning is clear. 

Review writing targets 



marks, exclamation marks and inverted commas for 

speech. 

Review writing targets 

Mathemati

cs 

Milestone 2 To 

Multiply and divide 

 

Multiplication and 

division facts for the 

3, 4 and 8 times 

tables. 

Multiply two digit 

numbers by a one digit 

number. 

Divide two digit 

numbers by a one digit 

number 

2 step word problems 

Milestone 2 To Multiply and divide to use measures 

 

 

Scaling  

Add and subtract amounts of money to give 

change, using both £ and p in practical contexts. 

2 step word problems 
 

 

 

Milestone 2 To use statistics 

Interpret and present data using bar charts, 

pictograms and tables. Solve one-step and 

two-step questions [for example, ‘How many 

more?’ and ‘How many fewer?’] using 

information presented in scaled bar charts 

and pictograms and tables. 

 

Assessment Week  

 

Rising stars test 

White Rose hub 

assessment 

. 

To re-visit areas of 

concern from 

Assessment week 

 

 Science sticky knowledge and key vocabulary: 

 We see objects because our eyes can sense light. Dark is the absence of light. We cannot see anything in complete darkness. Some objects, for example, the sun, light bulbs 

and candles are sources of light. Objects are easier to see if there is more light. Some surfaces reflect light. Objects are easier to see when there is less light if they are 

reflective. 

The light from the sun can damage our eyes and therefore we should not look directly at the sun and can protect our eyes by wearing sunglasses or sunhats in bright light. 

Shadows are formed on a surface when an opaque or translucent object is between a light source and the surface and blocks some of the light. The size of the shadow depends 

on the position of the source, object and surface 

Key vocabulary 

Light, light source, dark, absence of light, transparent, translucent, opaque, shiny, matt, surface, shadow, 

reflect, mirror, sunlight, dangerous 

Links to prior learning:  

 Identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is associated with each sense. (Y1 - Animals, including humans) 

 Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials. (Y1 - Materials) 

 



Science  

Light and 

Shadows 

Rising Stars diagnostic test 

 

Make links to previous learning and 

understanding. To ask questions leading to a 

scientific experiment. 

Milestone 2 

Recognise that they need light in order to see 

things and that dark is the absence of light. 

accurate descriptions of how light is required in order 

to see are given.  

It is understood that dark is the  

absence of light.  

Recognise sources of light-man made and natural.  

Sort into groups (sorting hoops) 
Maths core skills applied: To present data 

 Milestone 2 

Recognise that shadows are formed when the 

light from a light source is blocked by a solid 

object. 

Investigate what happens to the shadow as you 

move an object away from a light source 

Find patterns in the way that the size of 

shadows change. 

Measure shadows 

Draw bar chart to show and compare results 

 

Record findings using simple scientific 

language, drawings, labelled diagrams, bar 

charts and tables 
Maths core skills applied: To interpret and present 

data. To measure accurately 

Milestone 2 

Notice that light is 

reflected from 

surfaces. 

To explore how light is 

reflected from 

surfaces- sorting 

hoops, table, carol 

diagram, 

 

Record findings using 

simple scientific 

language, drawings, 

labelled diagrams, bar 

charts and tables 

Use straightforward, 

scientific evidence to 

answer questions or to 

support their findings. 
Maths core skills applied: 

To interpret and present 

data. 

Milestone 2 

Recognise that light from the sun can be 

dangerous and that there are ways to protect 

eyes. 

 

Explain a range of measures to protect the eyes from 

the dangers of light from the sun. 

 

 

Rising Stars end of topic test 

 

Computing 

 
 

Milestone 2:.Use some of the advanced features of applications and devices in order to communicate ideas, work or messages professionally. 

3X’S lesson focus on online safety and digital footprint. 

3x’s  lessons. Using scratch to code. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography sticky knowledge and key vocabulary: 

 European countries - Physical and human characteristics of a country - Map skills, Italy, peninsula, islands, attractions, landscape, climate, population, area 

Key vocabulary 

World, continent, ocean, sea, climate, population, global warming, deforestation, habitat, ecosystem, wildlife, 

flora, fauna, species, tropical, Tropic of cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Equator, temperature, map skills, 

forest floor, understory, canopy layer, emergent layer, Amazon, tribe, temperature. 

Links to prior learning:  

Map skills, Europe, countries around the world.. (Y1, 2) 



Geography 

Rainforests 
Milestone 2 

Use maps, atlases, 

globes and 

digital/computer 

mapping to locate 

countries and describe 

features. Name and 

locate the Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, 

Southern Hemisphere, 

the Tropics of Cancer 

and Capricorn 

 

Make links to previous 

learning and 

understanding. 

 

Use maps and atlases 

to locate rainforests. 

Label them and the 

continents. 

Environment focus- 

Education about the 

environment 

 

Milestone 2 Use a range of resources to identify 

the key physical and human features of a 

location. 

Explain the key aspects of a rainforest climate. 

Data handling questions 

Read around the subject of rainforests. 

 

Comparing the climate of the Amazon rainforest 

with the UK- bar charts 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Milestone 2 Use a range of resources to 

identify the key physical and human features 

of a location. 

 

Describe and understand the features of the 

layers of a rainforest.  Plan and write Fact 

sheet 

 

Local environment- measure trees in school 

and compare with height of trees in Amazon 

Environment focus- Education in and about 

the environment 

 

 The tallest trees in the rainforest are 

called the emergents – they can reach 

almost 90m in height. Ask some children to 

measure 90 metres out in the playground. 

How many children would it take to stand 

end to end to be as tall as the tree?  

 how many times taller is a tree in the 

emergent layer than a tree in your 

playground? Estimate height of some trees 

in the words and compare. 

Ask and answer geographical questions about the 

physical and human characteristics of a location. 

• Explain own views about locations, giving 

reasons. 

Explain the effects humans are having on the 

rainforests.-Plan and write letter to the Prime 

Minister about the effects of deforestation and 

global warming. 
Environment focus- Education about and for the 

environment 

 

 

 History Sticky knowledge and key vocabulary for rainforest topic  

 Percy Fawcett was a British geographer, archaeologist and explorer of South America. During an expedition to find an ancient lost city he disappeared in the Amazon. 

 Sir David Attenborough highlighting the effect that deforestation is having on the planet especially for birds and animals that live in the rainforests.  Settlement, 

trader, ocean, continent, human and physical features, landmarks, Amazon 

Links to prior learning  

 Place key events on timeline to compare Great Fire of London, Florence Nightingale, Isamabard Kingdom Brunel.  

Social/Cultural opportunities.  Why is protecting the rainforest so important. 

History Milestone 2 To build and overview of world history 

To understand chronology. 

 

To learn about Percy Fawcett-British Amazon explorer 

To learn about Sir David Attenborough the impact he has had on raising awareness of deforestation of the Amazon rainforest. 



DT 

Sewing 

 

Milestone 2 

To master techniques 

Fine motor skills will be weaved into learning where appropriate. 

Practise running stitch and back stitch. Understand difference and purpose of these stitches. 

 

Stuff and sew felt flower. 

Decorate appropriately. 

Evaluate final piece. 

 

Music Miletstone 2 

 

Sing from memory 

with accurate pitch. •  

Sing in tune.  

 

Maintain a simple part 

within a group 

  

Rainforest themed 

songs/music 

Miletstone 2 

 

Pronounce words 

within a song clearly. • 

Show control of voice 

Miletstone 2 

 

Play notes on an 

instrument with care so 

that they are clear. • 

Milestone 2 

 

Perform with control and awareness of 

others. • Compose and perform melodic songs.  

 

 Use sound to create abstract effects. • 

Create repeated patterns with a range of 

instruments. • Create accompaniments for 

tunes. Recognise the notes EGBDF and FACE 

on the musical stave. • 

Milestone 2 

 

Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, 

tempo, texture and use of silence to describe 

music. 

Evaluate music using musical vocabulary to 

identify areas of likes and dislikes. • 

 

PE 

 

Hockey Milestone 2: 

To understand the 

importance rules play 

in the safety of sport. 

To improve my 

understanding of why 

rules exist in sports.  

Football Milestone 2: 

To kick a moving ball 

through a gate that is 

7m away and is 2m 

wide. To improve the 

relationship between 

body position and 

accuracy. 

Tennis Milestone 2: To 

perform a drop shot. To 

improve the 

understanding of what a 

drop shot is and the 

control needed to play 

one.  

Basketball Milestone 

2: To understand 

how to create a 

passing opportunity. 

To improve my 

timing and reading 

of game situations. 

Netball Milestone 2: 

To defend 

appropriately when a 

direct opponent is 

shooting. To improve 

my ability to read 

fakes and focus on 

the ball.  

Dodge ball Milestone 2: 

To hit a static target 

with a dodge ball from 

3m away. To improve 

understanding of the 

relationship between 

accuracy and distance 

and power. 

Bench ball Milestone 

2: To catch and pass a 

netball in one fluid 

movement. To improve 

the speed of thought 

to benefit game play 



PSHE 
British 

Values. 

 

 

British Values Week 1 

– Respect and 

Tolerance  

We will learn about 

this value as we 

explore different 

cultures during 

culture week.  

British Values Week 2 

- Individual Liberty  

 

We will discuss ideas 

of freedom, 

responsibility, having a 

voice and everyone 

having the right to be 

heard.  

British Values Week 3 - 

Rule of Law  

We will learn about 

how laws are made 

and why we need 

them. When we learn 

about how laws are 

made.  

British Values Week 

4 - Democracy  

We will discuss what 

it means to live in a 

democracy. British 

Values  

Week 5 - Consent and 

Personal Space  

 

We will learn about 

healthy boundaries, 

personal space and 

consent. 

British Values Week 6 - Discussing Manipulation 

Children’s Mental Health and Wellbeing Week 

 

We will discuss what manipulation is and what it 

can look like in different scenarios. The children 

will learn to recognise this and use effective exit 

strategies. 

French Food and Drink Milestone 2: To ask and answer 

simple questions.  

Session 1/2 of New Primary French 

Clothes/ Shops Milestone 2: To write short 

sentences using familiar expressions.  

Session 3 and 4 of New Primary French 

French money Milestone 2: To make comparisons 

between life in countries where the language is 

spoken and this country.  

Session 5/6 of New Primary French 

Revisit any areas of 

concern 

 

 


