
 Spring Term 1 2022 

Themed Half Term: Once Upon a time  

Foundation Stage 2 

Teachers- Mrs Hemming and Mrs Harrison 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Skilbeck 

If you have any queries or concerns that 

you would like to discuss, please contact the 

office to arrange a telephone call or an 

appointment. 

   

 

 

Important Days 

PE  

The children will have PE with PE 

Partner and Mrs Hemming on 

Wednesday and Mrs Harrison on a 

Friday. Please ensure that on these 

days your child comes into school in 

their PE kit.  

Please make sure your child comes to 

school in a warm coat and has their 

wellies in school for our outdoor 

learning every day.  

RE 

Our topic this half term will be ‘Getting to know Jesus’. We will start our topic by learning that Jesus loves each one of us. 

The children will be encouraged to think of ways in which we can show our love for Jesus. We will also reflect on the 

importance of Christmas and how we as Christians celebrated Jesus’s birthday and we will make links to Epiphany. We will then 

move on to learn about how Jesus cured people who were ill. We will be exploring the story of the 10 Lepers and Jesus healing 

the paralysed man. We will be reading the stories from the Bible and discussing the importance of the Bible to us as 

Christians. We will then move onto learning about love and celebrations. We will talk about what a wedding is and the children 

are encouraged to bring pictures in of family weddings to share as a class in our RE lessons. We will end our RE learning 

journey listening to the story of the Wedding at Cana and begin to know that Jesus shows us a God of love and compassion. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

For this half term, we will be focusing our learning on British Values which include democracy, the rule of law, individual 

liberty, mutual respect and tolerance. Each week we will slowly find out what these mean and how we can use these values 

within our own lives both inside and outside of the classroom. In order to further support this area of your child’s 

development, we will be using texts to support the children’s learning. If you would like to read the same book at home, the 

books that we have chosen are: The Lion Inside, Oh no, George! and Two Monsters. As well as using texts, we will be using a 

range of practical activities. For example, we will be having a voting polling station in our own classroom to help the children 

understand democracy. Please keep an eye out on our class website to see what we have been up to.  

Literacy/ Phonics  

In our phonics learning, we will continue to follow the Sounds-Write scheme that we use at St Joseph’s. The sounds and tricky 

words that the children are learning can be found in their ‘sounds’ books. Please ensure that these books are in their book bags 

so that we can keep them up-to-date with the children’s learning and so you can follow up at home. The sounds and tricky 

words will also be added to the website each week so you can share them with your child.  In Literacy, we are following our 

topic of ‘Once Upon a time’ through the texts: Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood, Goldilocks and the Three Bears and Jack and 

the Beanstalk.  We will also be looking at alternative traditional tales such as The Golden Sandal, The True Story of the Three 

Little Pigs and Trust Me, Jack’s Beanstalk Stinks! To start the half term, the children will be learning how to choose a 

favourite part of a story and say why. They will then be retelling the stories we read through simple captions and pictures. We 

will then be teaching the children some simple time conjunctions and using these to talk through instructions on how to make 

porridge for the three bears. We will also be planting our own beans and writing instructions about how to do this too. 

Throughout the half term, the children will continue to develop their writing skills by applying their phonics to write words and 

sentences.  



Mathematics  

In Mathematics, we will be learning about 2D shapes and their properties. We will be using 2D shapes to create patterns and 

finding the missing shape in a pattern. The children will be encouraged to use 2D shapes to create pictures linked to 

characters from our class texts. We will then move onto learning the language of longer, shorter, smaller, greater linked to 

everyday objects. We will use lots of practical activities to apply this mathematical language. Our KIRF target this half term 

is to share objects equally to 20. You can try this out at home using food and objects around your house.  Our maths challenges 

in class will link to the above objectives so any extra that you can do with your child at home will be an added bonus.  

 Understanding the World   

In this area of our learning this half term, the children will 

be exploring different materials. The children will be 

thinking about materials that are natural and those that 

are man-made as well as whether they are old or new. The 

children will also be considering the different properties 

of materials too.  

The children will also be making links to other cultures 

within this half term too. We will start during our first 

week which is ‘Culture Week’. The children will learn what 

we mean by the term culture and we will link back to 

previous learning about the different cultures we know 

both within and outside of our classroom. We will also be 

developing the children’s map skills and we will learn about 

and locate the different continents around the world.  

Homework  

Please ensure that you read your child’s reading books daily at 

home and that they bring these in their book bags to school 

every day. Please also work on the children’s sounds that they 

are learning which you will find in their sound books. You can 

start to encourage your child to build CVC (consonant, vowel, 

consonant) words with the sounds we have learnt in phonics. You 

can use post it notes to help your child build a word. They can 

then read the word, then have a go at writing it. 

This half term, you will receive a log in for Mathletics and 

Reading eggs. These will be stuck in your child’s reading diary. 

You will receive a letter in the next few weeks, so please look 

out for this in your emails. A 

PE  

Our focus in PE this half term will be learning how to travel using different parts our body and in different directions. We will 

be transferring our skills we have learnt last half term into new game situations, and encouraging the children to challenge 

themselves in the skills they need for each game, and playing games with harder instructions. 

Our PE lessons are on a Wednesday and on a Friday and this half term we are asking that all children come into school already 

dressed in their PE kits. Please ensure your child has their school hoodie in case of colder weather. 
 

Expressive Arts and Design   

In music this half term, the children will begin to develop their musical vocabulary. We will be emphasising the use of the 

words tempo and pitch particularly. Further to this, the children will continue to explore instruments and use them to support 

character descriptions and feelings. This half term, to follow our traditional tale topic, our role play area has been 

transformed into a fairy tale land. The children will have the opportunity to act out and explore our traditional tales. Our home 

corner has also had a fairy tale twist too and the children will be busy with activities such as preparing dinner for Red Riding 

Hood’s Grandma and making porridge for the three bears! 

In the creative area, the children have a wide range of opportunities to develop their skills. The children will be making castles 

for royalty, creating the bear’s houses using shoe boxes and spare materials and developing their painting skills. If you have 

any recycled materials that you can donate for our make and do area, we would be very grateful. We can take any materials 

apart from toilet rolls. Please pass the materials onto a member of the FS2 team at the school gate. 

Ways to Help  

We place a huge emphasis on working in partnership with parents and carers to support our children. Therefore, please come and 

speak to us to share information about your child, their well-being, development and any questions or concerns you may have. This 

helps us in supporting your child effectively and enabling them to be successful and happy in school. We would like parents to continue 

to support their child’s independence at home and encourage them to get dressed, put their shoes and coats on and clear the dinner 

table. We will be adding our classroom rainbow challenges to Tapestry for you to complete at home if you would like to continue 

learning at home too. This half term, it would be great if you could share traditional tales and fairy tales with your child at home. You 

could take a trip to Spofforth or York Castle and create your own story and look at the features if a castle! You could also take a trip 

to Abbey House Museum in Leeds and have a look at some of the traditional stories and old toys. When you are out and about, get your 

child to recognise letters and tricky words we have been learning in class. Also ask them to look at shapes in their environment, and 

where maths is used in their daily lives. We would love to hear about places where they have seen maths in action!  



 


