
Computing  

As ever in our computing lessons we will be focusing on online safety. This half term we will be focusing on the devices and 
applications that the children use at home and in school and how they can be used safely. We will be teaching the children 
about possible risks on these platforms and what they should do if they come across anything that makes them unsure or 

uncomfortable. 

Science 

Our science topic this half term will be animals with a focus on safari animals linked to our topic. We will begin our learn-
ing by identifying common animals and grouping them into fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. We will then use our sci-
entific skills to compare and contrast them and their features. Following on from this we will focus on different animals diets, sorting 

them into carnivores, omnivores, herbivores . The children will create fact files and animal habitats to showcase their understanding and 
help to teach others more about different Safari animals. To complete the topic we will focus on humans as animals, naming the main 

body parts and identifying our senses and their function.  

Mathematics 

This half term we will be focusing on shape and measures. This learning will be all linked to real life experiences and our 
Sensational Safari topic. The children will have opportunities to learn about how each measure is used in day to day life 

before using it themselves to solve practical problems. As ever Burn2Learn will be used weekly to continue to develop our 
active learners. Our KIRF target this half term is to find, name and write ½ and ¼ of an object, shape or amount. We will 

focus on this at the start of every Maths lesson as well as weaving it into our main lessons.  

 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: Sensational Safari!  

Spring Term 1 2022 

Year 1 

Happy New Year! We hope that you have 
had a fantastic Christmas. This half term 
we are very excited to start our new top-
ic “Sensational Safari”.  
 

Year 1 Staff:  
Miss Collier 
Mrs Armitage 
Miss Hazar  

If you have any queries or concerns you 
would like to discuss, please contact the 
office to arrange a telephone call or an 
appointment with Miss Collier. 

 Important Dates 
 

PE lessons will take place on a Tuesday 
and Friday– please send your child into 
school on these days in their full PE kit 

with trainers.  
 

PLEASE label all uniform, including 
pumps. PLEASE only bring in wellington 

boots when asked.  
 

Please ensure you sign your child’s reading 
diary by the end of the week.  

 

 
 
 

 

RE  

Our RE topic this half term is “Families and Celebrations”. As part of this topic we will learn more about the different 
families that we are all part of as part of God’s family. We will also be exploring different celebrations that we have as 
part of our faith, focusing on Baptism that brings us into God’s family. To finish the topic we will then compare this with 

other religions celebrations and how people are brought into the family of God.  

English 

This half term we will start our English learning by revisiting the Traditional Tales which we learnt about in FS2. We will 
then be learning about Traditional Tales from Africa, linked to our theme Sensational Safari. We will compare them, be-
fore beginning to look at writing our own Kenyan Traditional Tales. As part of this learning journey we will be revisiting 
conjunctions, adjectives, verbs and nouns and continue to develop our sentence structures in our writing. We will then 

move on to looking at rhyme in stories when we read the book “Bringing the rain to Kapiti Plain”. We will explore rhyming 
words, making links back to Silly Soup that we played in FS2. We will then build a bank of words that rhyme in order to 

write our own rhyming sentence stories within the theme of Sensational Safari.  

We will also continue to work through our phonics together and keep progressing through the SoundsWrite programme. 
This half term, all of the class will continue to work through the extended code, applying their understanding within their 

writing across the curriculum. 



Music 

The children will be continuing their music lessons with Miss Hutchinson this half term. The focus 
will be around African music, with a focus on drumming. The children will continue to develop their 

listening, playing and composing skills.  

PE 

This half term the children will be continuing to develop their ball skills along with their rhythm in 
dance and balance in gymnastics. A fun packed half term with Mrs Powell and Miss Hutchinson!   

Art/Design and Technology 

This half term we will be focusing on mechanisms as part of our DT learning journey. The children 
will learn about how different mechanisms form part of our day to day lives, before exploring dif-
ferent ones that can be used to make moving pictures. The children will then choose at least one to 

make a moving picture from their traditional tale that they will write in English. 

History/Geography 
 

As part of our topic “Sensational Safari” we will be focusing on Kenya. We will start the topic learn-
ing about where in the world Kenya is and some of its geographical features, including its national 
parks and wildlife. We will then be focusing on the Maasai tribe, their culture and history as just 
one community in Kenya. We will then be comparing it to other communities in Kenya and our own 

community here in Wetherby. 

PSHE 

This half term we are focusing on British Values across school. The children will focus on one value 
each week, learning what it means for them and how they can live by them in their day to day life. 
We will then move onto learning about personal space, with a focus on pants are private. The last 

week is Children’s Mental health week. During this week we will focus on the children understanding 
what their mental health is and how to keep it healthy.  

    Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 

• Mathletics/Spelling Shed/ Reading Eggs tasks are set on a Tuesday and due the follow-
ing Monday. 

• Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. Please record 
each time you read with your child in their homework diary as shared during the reading evening.  

• Homework tasks linked to our Topic this half term (see the homework grid on the website). 
 

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 1 web page on our school website to find optional tasks to 
support your child’s learning this half term. 
 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 
Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and 

grateful for the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with 
their reading, and KIRFs. Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently as this helps their 

understanding and comprehension of what they are reading. It is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult 
reading aloud to them. This is proven to support children with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. 

 
As always, if you need any further support with your child’s learning or have any questions about their development 

please do not hesitate to contact myself by making an appointment via the school office.  

MFL 

This half term the children will continue to develop their conversational skills in French, learning 
and practicing key phrases. They will also learn numbers 0-20 and days of the week through songs 

and games which they will then begin to use in their conversations.  


