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Important Dates: 

15.11.2021 Anti 

Bullying Week. Odd 

Socks day 

15.11.2021 EYFS 

have their sponsored 

walk week, raising 

money for outdoor 

resources 

17.11.2021 School 

open day 1:30pm for 

September 2022 

starters 

20.11.2021 10am 

Wetherby Town Hall 

meet if you would like 

to join in with litter 

picking with Mrs 

Ward and Mrs 

Harrison 

20.11.2021 FOSJ 

Christmas card orders 

in by today 

WC 22.11.2021 

CAFOD workshops in 

school 

26.11.2021 Green 

Jumper Day – live 

simply, please see 

letter 

29.11.2021 Y1 trip to 

Ledston Woods 

02.12.2021 Y1 

Woodland workshop 

07.12.2021 FS2 visit 

from Dr Hemming, 

who is a paediatric 

consultant 

08.12.2021 FS2 visit 

from Mrs Hodgson, 

who is a dentist 

13.12.2021 Inspiring 

you week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Open Day New to School or Nursery September 2022 
We held a very successful school tour this week for our perspective families who have children due to start nursery 
or school in September 2022. Next week our open day will be held on Wednesday 17th November at 1:30pm. If you 
would like to book a place on the tour, please contact the school office. Please share this information with parents 
who may have children due to start nursery or reception in September 2022. Thank you! 
Golden Book 
I am thrilled to announce that this week we held Golden Book together in the school hall. We held these separately 
for each key stage which allowed us to keep plenty of space and ventilation throughout. It has been many months 
since we came together as a school family for a celebration assembly, and although we held these separately for 
each key stage, a feeling of normality and togetherness to celebrate our achievement, away from the screen and 
familiarity of zoom, was simply wonderful. The children behaved superbly, and we are all certainly looking forward 
to more assemblies together in this way. For the time being, these will be held for pupils and school staff only. 
Anti-Bullying Week 
Next week, is anti-bullying week! This week’s assembly has prepared the children for the focus of the week which is 
‘One Kind Word’. We looked at the word ‘STOP’ which we use in school to teach about anti-bullying; this helps the 
children to understand that bullying is being unkind and several times on purpose (STOP) if you see this, start 
telling other people (STOP) and then we started to think about who it is we might tell. We are launching anti 
bullying week next week by asking everybody to come to school on Monday wearing odd socks; this is to help us 
see that we are all the same, but we are all different! Please talk to your child/ren next week about their learning in 
anti-bullying week, and visit the school class pages for more information about their learning journeys. We would 
be grateful if you could reinforce the key messages at home too. 
Flu Vaccinations 
We have been informed that the uptake for the flu vaccination at our school was lower than it has been in previous 
years. Therefore, we have received information which has now been passed onto parents, to inform us that the 
nurses will visit school once again on Wednesday 19th January 2022 to give the flu vaccinations to those children 
who did not receive it last half term. They have also asked school to pass on the following message:  ‘As I am sure 
you are aware, it is even more important to protect everyone from the flu vaccine, as children’s immune systems 
may have been compromised during isolation, and the NHS need as much help as possible to keep flu levels down, 
to help in the ongoing fight against Covid.’  If you wish for your child to be vaccinated, please complete the consent 
form. Details have been emailed out to all parents.  
Parking Around School 
Can I please once again ask parents and carers to park courteously around school and please take care not to block 
driveways, walkways or access to the surrounding streets. Thank you as always for your support on this matter. 
School Photographs 
We are currently in the process of securing a date with a school photographer for the spring term. Once this has 
been confirmed the office will inform you of the date for your diary. 
Outstanding Contribution Awards 
Just a reminder that parents are invited to put forward any nominations for our Outstanding Contribution Award. 
Each half term, Mrs Harrison, our cultural capital leader, meets with a panel of children and staff to look through 
the nominations and agree on an overall winner. Sienna in Y6 was our winner last half term. If you would like to 
nominate a child for an outstanding contribution, please drop a note to the school office. This could be for 
outstanding kindness, giving up their time to help others or make others smile, making a difference to the 
community, charity work…the list goes on! We are really keen to recognise and celebrate the positive contributions 
and differences our young people make! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of the 
Week 

I understand the 
importance of peace. 

Remembrance Day 
Yesterday all of our children took part in a very special collective worship in their class to remember 
those who died for us in battle. Our Mini Vinnies will then attend the Remembrance Parade in 
Wetherby on Remembrance Sunday on behalf of the school where they will lay a poppy wreath. 
During November, we pray for all those who have died and we continue to keep these men and 
women in our prayers. Our statement of the week this week has been ‘I understand the importance 
of peace’. Our children have considered how they can create peace in their own lives as well as 
praying for peace in the world 
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Class News 
In each newsletter, I will share news from our staff about significant events that have been going on in our 
classes. 
 
To kick-start their new Victorian topic, Year 4 took part in a 19th century style themed day. To get into 
character, they dressed up as Victorian school children and they all looked absolutely fantastic. They 
experienced what a Victorian school day would have been like as they had to obey strict rules, write on slates, 
chant their times tables and solve arithmetic problems related to Victorian money. They also had to use 
impeccable handwriting in our copy books, read old fashioned fables and find the moral of the stories. What a 
great day and I know they all thoroughly enjoyed getting into character!  
 
Year 2 have patiently been waiting for their very own Great Fire and this week it happened! Following Bonfire 
Night, Year 2 learnt about Guy Fawkes. This linked to their previous topic, the Great Fire of London, where they 
had learnt how gunpowder was used to pull down houses and stop the spread of the fire. Year 2 used 
sources to learn about Guy Fawkes, who was born in York, to further develop their historical working skills.   
Year 2 also consolidated their understanding of fire safety, as we hosted our own Fire of London on the 
playground! All of the children worked very sensibly to create their model of London and investigate the impact 
of distance on the spread of the fire. We have recorded this learning in our Science books. We loved singing our 
London’s Burning song in English and French as the fire grew!  Some children learnt even more about Guy 
Fawkes during Guided Reading, answering questions to a written comprehension. Well done Year 2! 
 
This half term Y1's focus in History is "Family Favourite Toys". This week they have had a visit from Mrs Jacobs 
who brought in some of the toys that she played with as a child. The children have had great fun playing with 
the toys, exploring how they work and then asking Mrs Jacobs questions about her toys, that they wrote in last 
week’s lessons. The children loved comparing toys from the past with their own favourites from today, 
exploring their similarities and differences and why might this be. A huge thank you to Mrs Jacobs! 
 
Nativity Performances 
This year our nativity performances will be recorded and uploaded to Vimeo – our password protected area of 
the school website. Whilst we are seeing and feeling a lot of ‘normality’ coming back across school which is 
absolutely fantastic, this year we will be keeping remote performances for Christmas productions. More details 
will follow from individual key stages.  
 
Football 
Well done to our Y5&6 children who recently played against St Theresa’s. The boys won 3-1 with goals from 
Marius, Charlie and Lucca. The boys played fantastically and were praised by Mr Hutchinson, the head teacher 
of St Theresa’s for their attitude and impeccable manners. Well done to the boys for playing so well and for 
representing St Joseph’s so impressively. 
 
Live Simply 
As part of the school’s commitment to live more simply, we will be getting involved in a litter picking event on 
Saturday 20th November. Everyone is invited! If you would like to join in and help, please meet at Wetherby 
Town Hall at 10am on Saturday 20th November? Mrs Ward and Mrs Harrison will be getting involved too!  
 
Staff News 
This week we have advertised the position of school business manager for January 2022. Mrs Bailey will be 
leaving us at Christmas to take up another post outside of education. We wish Mrs Bailey every success in her 
new role when the time comes. Until then, Mrs Bailey will continue to work in the school office. For details of 
the SBM vacancy, please visit our school website. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Designated 

Safeguarding Leads: 

If you have any 

safeguarding 

concerns please 

speak to one of the 

school DSLs: Miss L. 

Milivojevic, Mrs J. 

Ward, Mrs J. 

Hodgson, Mrs N. 

Frost. 

In addition, if you 

have any concerns 

regarding Internet 

Safety, please speak 

to our Online safety 

officer: Miss R. 

Collier. 

School Website 

Please keep checking 

the school calendar on 

the website for updates 

and information. Please 

also check our class 

pages for details of 

what your child has 

been learning. This is 

also where you will find 

medium term plans and 

the half termly 

newsletter. 
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Thank you so much for your support with our fundraising activities so far this year. Our recent non-
uniform day and tuck shop raised just over £400 which is great. We have a lot more 

planned for the year, look out for the ‘Upcoming Events’ letter that will be emailed to you very soon 
and keep an eye on the FOSJ page of the school website. 
  

Christmas Cards and Gifts – You should have received an order form with your child’s 
artwork on it this week. If you would like to order any cards, labels, mugs or a Santa sack, then 

make sure that you log onto the website on the form and place your orders soon. The online shop 

will automatically close on 20th November 2021. Any problems then please get in touch 

with your class rep. 
  

Christmas Wreath Making Evenings – Under the expert tuition of Jilly Cole, we are inviting 

you to a wreath making workshop. These will take place on 29th November and 
1st December at St James Church Hall at 7.30pm. For £55 you will have a welcome 

glass of fizz, festive nibbles and everything you need to make a beautiful fresh wreath with an expert 
florist on hand to guide you. Numbers are limited and will be allocated on a first come, first served 

basis. To reserve your place please email friendsofsj@outlook.com. 

  

Christmas Trees – Boston Road have again kindly agreed to donate £5 to the FOSJ for every tree 

sold during this festive period so please mention the FOSJ or show them the poster circulated on the 
class WhatsApp groups. 
  

Christmas Wreaths – If making your own wreath isn’t your cup of tea then why not order a 

fresh or faux wreath from Birch and Willow for £25? They have also kindly offered to donate a 
percentage for every wreath purchased. To order please call  07792384570 or 
email sandyrock@hotmail.co.uk Check out their Facebook page for designs. All orders can be 

collected from school on Monday 6th December from 2.45pm. 
  
 
More details about fundraising including details of future tuck shops, Christmas raffle tickets, 
Christmas wear day and much more! Please look out for the FOSJ letter and please make every 
effort to support their fundraising events. School will soon need a full set of desk top computers for 
the ICT suite which the FOSJ have kindly agreed to sponsor.  
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