
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School       

 Half Term Overview Planner     

Year Group:  6                                              Autumn 2 2021              Theme: War & Justice Teacher: Mrs Ward/Ms Crolla 

 

 Wk 1 WK 2 
 

WK 3  WK 4 WK 5 WK 6 WK 7 
Inspiring You Week 

RE  
Big concept: 

justice 

Have the opportunity to understand what 

justice is and know that we are called to 

work for it. Links to injustice of war.  

Have the opportunity to understand that God 

calls all of us to speak out about injustice. 

Includes inspirational men and women and 

BAME. 

(PSHE links) 

Have the opportunity to know about 

individuals who have been persecuted for 

speaking out about injustice and reflect on 

the cost of commitment to justice. Includes 

inspirational men and women and BAME.  

 

Christmas prep, 

prayers, worship and 

reflection. 

English  

 

Update 

personal 

writing 

targets, edit 

and improve 

and built in 

throughout.   

 

Milestone 3: Choose the appropriate form 

of writing using the main features 

identified in reading. Plan, draft, write, 

edit and improve. Guide the reader by 

using a range of organisational devices 

including a range of connectives. Use modal 

verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility. 

 

Writing; Stimulus Romero and Juliet 

(families at war with fatal consequences). 

 

Children will evaluate formal letters and 

then write 2 formal letters. One will be a 

letter of thanks to Lord Capulet and one 

will be a persuasive letter from Romeo to 

persuade Lord Capulet to let him marry 

Juliet. 

 

SPAG: Children to polish up on commas for 

adverbials and ensure all basics covered 

last half term remain secure – FS, CL, 

apostrophes, run ons and comma splices. 

Milestone 3: Choose the appropriate form of 

writing using the main features identified in 

reading. Plan, draft, write, edit and improve. 

Guide the reader by using a range of 

organisational devices including a range of 

connectives. Use modal verbs or adverbs to 

indicate degrees of possibility. 

 

Writing: Stimulus – War Horse 

 

Lots of vocabulary work from guided reading 

using War Horse chapters.  

 

Write a letter to Captain Nichols with 

instructions about how to look at Joey the War 

horse. 

 

SPAG: Subordinating and coordinating 

conjunctions, colons for more detail in a list, 

prepositions, cohesion with time connective for 

order. 

Milestone 3: Choose the appropriate form of 

writing using the main features identified in 

reading. Plan, draft, write, edit and improve. 

Guide the reader by using a range of 

organisational devices including a range of 

connectives. 

 

Writing: Stimulus – WW1 Christmas advert 

Sainsbury. 

 

Lots of vocabulary work linked to trench 

warfare conditions. 

 

Children will write letters and diaries in role 

as soldiers and loved ones. 

 

SPAG: simple, compound and complex 

sentences with confident use of commas, 

question marks, exclamation marks and a 

wider variety of sentence openers. 

TBC – based on 

assessment week gaps. 

Spelling -ant -ance - ence/ent - able/ible - able Assessment week 

-fer 

Silent first letter 

words 



Maths 

 
10 minute 

mental 

arithmetic will 

be at the 

start of the 

day at least 3 

times per 

week. 

 

Opportunities 

to include 

activities 

linked to war 

will be 

included. 

Milestone 3: To add and subtract, 

multiply… 

 

Efficient methods to add, subtract and 

multiply. This will include estimating and 

using related number facts to check if 

answers are reasonable. 

 

Lots of exposure to multistep word 

problems with money will be included.  

 

 

Milestone 3: identify common factors, 

multiples, prime, etc. Use knowledge of factors. 

Recognise and use square, cube numbers. 

 

Prime, multiples and common factors. 

 

Square and cube numbers. 

 

Includes opportunities for Venn diagrams too. 

 

 

Parallel, perpendicular and intersecting lines – 

task linked to war trenches. 

 

Milestone 3: Find fractions of amounts. 

Compare and order fractions. Solve problems 

involving %. 

 

Calculate fractions of amounts. 

 

Calculate percentages. 

 

Word problems included. 

 

Assessment week: Paper 1, paper 2 and paper 

3 

TBC – based on 

assessment week gaps. 

Y5 gaps (due to school closures) being addressed each week with Ms Crolla’s maths lesson. This half term we will focus on the skills needed to 

be able to convert a wide range of units of measure along with reading different scales. 

 



Science 

 
Big concept: 

refining 

investigations. 

Electricity 

Diagnostic test 

from Rising Stars 

(test 1) 

 

Milestone 3 - 

Identify and name 

the basic parts of a 

simple circuit, 

including cells, 

wires… 

L.O: To create and 

draw a working 

electrical circuit 

and recognise 

symbols when 

representing a 

circuit diagram. 

 

Links to English 

core skills as 

children will write a 

paragraph after 

creating circuits 

about what is 

needed to make a 

circuit. PEE skills 

from guided 

reading. 

Milestone 3: 

Associate the 

brightness of a 

lamp or the volume 

of a buzzer with 

the number and 

voltage of cells 

used in the circuit. 

L.O: To find ways to 

change the 

brightness of a 

bulb, the volume of 

a buzzer and the 

speed of a motor. 

Comparisons with 

reasons for the 

variations in how 

components 

function will be 

expected along with 

associations to 

number of voltage 

in cells. 

Links to maths core 

skills as children 

will measure the 

length of wires. 

 

Milestone 3:  Compare 

and give reasons for 

variations in how 

components function, 

including…the on/off 

position of switches. 

L.O: To use a motor 

and a switch in a 

circuit. 

 

L.O. To investigate 

what affects the size 

of craters created by 

flying objects. (Linked 

to bombs during WW1). 

Links to Maths core 

skills as we will include 

maths skills for 

recording. 

 

Milestone 2: 

Recognise some 

common conductors 

and insulators and 

associate metals 

with being good 

conductors. 

L.O: To recognise 

some common 

conductors and 

insulators 

 

Links to maths core 

skills as children will 

record in tables. 

PSHE links: Keeping 

Safe  

 

L.O. To explain the 

dangers of 

electricity in 

everyday life. 

 

PSHE and links to 

English core skills as 

children will write a 

non-chronological 

report about the 

dangers of 

electricity.  

Assessment week 

 

End of unit test 

 

L.O. To learn about 

renewable energy 

and the global 

energy mix. 

 

PSHE and links to 

maths core skills 

with pie charts, data 

from countries 

across the world, 

etc. 

TBC – based on 

assessment week gaps. 



ICT 

 
Big Concept: 

engaging the 

audience and 

professional 

finish. 

No ICT due to 

training day 

Milestone 3: Change the positions of objects between layers (send to back, bring to front). Upload sounds from a file 

and edit them. Combine the use of pens with movement to create interesting effects. Use many of the advanced 

features in order to create high-quality, professional or efficient communications. 

Children will use Imovie and DV Prompter to communicate effectively about the role of animals in the WWI. They will 

make a film documentary and focus on how presenting and merging of images and sound can be combined like a 

professional production. We will look at other professional productions for inspiration and tips to apply ourselves. 

 

Links to English core skills: children will use this research to write a non-chronological report. Children will look at 

how you have to adapt the organisation to suit a written text type as opposed to a film documentary. 

Ongoing teacher assessment being used. 

 

Topic/ 

History  

 
Big Concept: 

Sources of 

information to 

find out about 

people’s 

experiences. 

 

Some 

geography will 

be built in  

due to 

location of 

countries 

involved in 

war. 
 

History Sticky Knowledge and Key Vocab for War & Justice Topic Y6: 

• A range of sources are needed in any historical study: children must be able to name a range of sources. 

• Imperialism – many European countries had Empires. British Empire was largest by far. Countries became greedy wanting the largest empires. 

• WW1 started as a result of Arch Duke Ferdinand’s assassination (Austrian) 

• Alliances – within 37 days of the assassination, the world was at war due to alliances. 

• Men’s attitudes towards women changed. 

• Animals played a key role in the war. 

 

Links to prior learning: 

Used sources in Y5 to learn about Ancient Greece. Y5/Y4 Compared and contrasted different experiences of men, woman, children, rich and poor.  

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Attitudes towards women today v 1914. Do inequalities still exist?   

History: Milestone 3: Use dates and terms 

accurately in describing events. WW1 

events Milestone 3: Use sources of 

evidence to deduce information about the 

past.  

 

L.O. To investigate and interpret the 

reasons why WW1 started and for 

Armistice Day.  

 

L.O. To use sources of evidence to deduce 

information about the past. 

 

History: Milestone 3: Seek out and analyse a 

wide range of evidence in order to justify 

claims about the past. Use sources of 

information to form testable hypothesis about 

the past. 

 

L.O. Use sources of evidence to form testable 

hypotheses about the past. 

 

L.O. To justify claims about the past. 

 

Children will use sources of evidence to try to 

prove/disprove ideas about food in the 

trenches and conditions in the trenches. 

History: Milestone 3: Show an awareness of 

the concept of propaganda and how 

historians must understand the social 

context of evidence studied. 

 

L.O. To show understanding of the impact of 

propaganda. 

 

Children will study a range of posters from 

WW1 and WW2. This will lead nicely into the 

role of woman in this period of time. 

 

L.O. To describe ideas, attitudes and 

experiences of women. 

TBC based on learning 

journey to date. 



Focus on inference and deduction skills: I 

see, I think, I wonder task based on 

pictures only. This will lead to forming 

testable hypotheses about the past in the 

next few weeks. 

 

 

English core skills included with reading 

comprehensions for Armistice Day and why 

WW1 started. 

 

Assess chronological ordering. 

Focus on WW1 trench warfare conditions. 

Include drama to act out scenarios and write a 

diary extract as a solider on the front line. 

 

Links with core maths skills – task included to 

handle data for rations. 

 

English core skill included in order to 

communicate information about the past. 

Children will write poetry and diaries.  

 

Assess both for historical content. 

 

Children will use sources of evidence to learn 

about the changing attitudes towards women 

and the roll they played in WW1. This will 

include role play and hot seating.  

 

Links to core English skills - children will 

write letters as women writing to husbands 

to reflect their experiences. 

 

Art & DT 

 
Art Big 

concept: 

representing 

the same 

thing in 

different 

ways.  

 

DT Big 

Concept: 

customer in 

mind not own 

preferences.  

Art & DT Sticky Knowledge and Key Vocab for War & Justice Topic Y6: 

• Tone is about light and dark – children will experiment with different ways to achieve light and dark shades. 

• 3d, perspective, orientation – make things look more realistic rather than flat. 

• Name a range of different stitches – running, cross, blanket, rope, back, overstitch, etc. 

• Embellishment – children will experiment with different ways to embellish. 

• Themes – children will experiment with appropriate colour combinations to create a particular effect. 

 

Links to prior learning:  

Sewing in Y4 (learnt basic running stitch), art in Y5 (learn hatching, cross hatching and shading)  

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Red poppies represent lost soldiers in WW1. Look at religions and what flowers represent in different religions. 

Milestone 3: Drawing skills - Use a variety of techniques to add 

interesting effects like shadows and reflections. Depict movement, 

perspective, shadows and reflection. 

 

Art: Poppies Armistice Day 

Children will look at a range of ways that artists have represented 

poppies. They will practise s bend curves for stems and draw their 

own poppies in different orientations inspired by other artists. 

 

Links to core English skills as they will read and learn by heart 

Flanders Field poem to perform as a group. 

 

Assessing drawing skills to depict movement. 

Textiles: Milestone 3: Join textiles with a combination of stitching 

techniques. Use visual qualities of materials to create suitable visual 

and tactile effects in the decoration of textiles. 

 

DT: sewing skills & Christmas cards 

 

Children will evaluate other designers’ products before making their 

own. They will learn a range of stitches and ways to join and 

embellish. 

 

Links to core English skills as children will be writing their 

evaluations and using PEE skills to give depth and structure to 

answers. 

Assessing children’s stitching techniques. 

 

 

Milestone 3: 

Make products through 

stages of prototypes 

making continual 

refinements. Ensure 

products have a high 

quality finish. 

 

DT workshop using old 

leather to make a 

WW1 soldier’s map bag. 

 

 



Music 
Big Concept: 

cultural 

context and 

social meaning 

of music. 

Music Sticky Knowledge and Key Vocab for War & Justice Topic Y6: 

• Words in songs are called lyrics. 

• Lyrics were used to motivate, connect, comfort and unite during the war. 

 

Links to prior learning: 

Lots of practical experience with composing, rhythm, etc. in Y5 and Y4 with drumming and ArtForms lessons. 

 

Social/Cultural opportunities: 

Is music used to express social meaning/cultural context today?  

Milestone 3: To describe how lyrics often 

reflect the cultural context of music and 

have social meaning. 

 
L.O. To unpick the story, emotion and 

imagery created by composers. 

 

Music choices linked to WW1: Vera Lynn 

and Glenn Miller 

 
In year 6 music this term we will be 

listening to a variety of songs recorded 

during World War 1. We will look into 

the musical minds of ‘Vera Lynn’ and ‘Glenn 

Miller’ focusing on the story, emotion and 

imagery used within their songs. Using 

information and facts about the war we 

will then be creative and compose our own 

lyrics and bring these into the modern 

world to produce a song which will be 

accompanied by music composed using 

tuned percussion and a chorus composed as 

a class. 

 

 

 

Milestone 3: To describe how lyrics often 

reflect the cultural context of music and have 

social meaning. 

 
Challenge: Compose, extend and develop musical 

ideas by drawing on a range of musical 

structures, genres and traditions. 

 

L.O. To unpick the story, emotion and imagery 

created by composers. 

 

Music choices linked to WW1: Vera Lynn and 

Glenn Miller 

 

L.O. To create lyrics to reflect social meaning. 

 

 

Milestone 3: To describe how lyrics often 

reflect the cultural context of music and 

have social meaning. 

 
Challenge: Compose, extend and develop 

musical ideas by drawing on a range of 

musical structures, genres and traditions. 

 

L.O. To convey the relationship between 

lyrics and melody. 

 

WW1 used as a stimulus so lyrics must show 

historical accuracy. 

 

L.O. To use tuned percussion to play. 

L.O. To compose a verse and a chorus. 

TBC based on half 

term so far. 



MFL 

 

Milestone 3: Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding. 

Speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures. Engage in conversations; ask 

questions; express opinions ad respond to those of others. Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrase 

and simple writing. Broaden vocabulary and develop ability to understand new words that are introduce into familiar 

written material, including the use of a dictionary. Write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new 

sentences, to express ideas clearly. Describe people, places and actions orally and in writing. 

 

Children will revisit colours but how to change the spelling depending on masculine or feminine nouns. They will learn  

new vocabulary linked to textiles and start to write full sentences to describe what models are wearing in a fashion 

show. They will learn to ask simple questions but also write more complex sentences which include lists. They will 

translate some French sentences around this topic to English. 

 

 

Assessment week 

 

 

TBC 

PE 

 
Ongoing 

teacher 

assessment 

Focussing on: 

shooting. 

 

Aiming to react to 

footballs served at 

different heights to 

get first time shot. 

 

Focussing on: 

control. 

 

Perform a range of 

different shots 

with different 

power and target 

areas in tennis. 

Focussing on:  

passing. 

 

Select the correct 

pass in a basketball 

game situation. 

 

Focussing on:  

anticipation. 

 

Read the play in 

netball – predict 

where the ball will go 

next when not in 

possession.  

Focussing on: 

shooting. 

 

Use a variety of 

thrown shots, 

incorporating fakes, 

delays and aiming for 

legs/feet in dodge 

ball. 

Focussing on: 

physical processing. 

 

Assess and select 

the best option in a 

fast paced game 

situation of bench 

ball. 

 

Consolidation. 

 

Planned 

Trip/Work

shops 

Little Suitcase 

History Workshop 

Den Building Day    WW1 DT Leather  

workshop 

 

Dogs’ Trust Workshop 

Martial Arts Workshop 

PSHCE 

 
Big concept: 

managing 

safety. 

Statement of the week & 

Keeping safe and managing risk:  

Keeping safe - out and about 

To learn about feelings of being out and about in the 

local area with increasing independence. 

 

Cold task to start  

Statement of the week & 

Keeping safe and managing risk:  

Keeping safe - out and about 

To learn about recognising and responding to peer 

pressure. 

 

 

Statement of the week & 

Keeping safe and managing risk: 

Keeping safe - out and about 

To know about the consequences of anti-social 

behaviour (including gangs and gang related behaviour) 

Plus PSHE workshop – safer together. Challenging 

stereotypes. 

Assessment to finish 

 


