
Autumn Term 2 2021 

Themed Half Term: People Who Help us     

Foundation Stage 2 

Teachers- Mrs Hemming and Mrs Harrison 

Teaching Assistant – Mrs Skilbeck 

If you have any queries or concerns that 

you would like to discuss, please contact the 

office to arrange a telephone call or an 

appointment.         

 

 

 

Important Days 

Wednesday Afternoon- Learning in 

the woods with Mrs Hemming. Please 

ensure that you have wellington boots 

in school for this. 

PE  

The children will have PE with PE 

Partner and Mrs Harrison on 

Wednesday and Friday. Please ensure 

that on these days your child comes 

into school in their PE kit.  

RE 

Our topic this half term will be ‘God’s family’. The children will be talking about their families and how they are also part of 

God’s family too. We will talk about who is part of this family making links to their previous topic of ‘God’s World’. The children 

will learn all about their own gifts and how they can use these to share God’s love.  

After this, the children will then learn all about God’s greatest gift, His son Jesus. The children will learn the story of the 

nativity and who was there. We will also learn all about the Advent wreath and how this symbolises God’s never ending love and 

the meaning of each of the candles.  

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

This half term, we will be focusing on how we feel and think about different emotions we have in different situations. We will 

base our PSED lessons on a book each week to support an emotion. If you would like to read the same book at home, the books 

that we have chosen are: Worrysaurus, Sharing a Shell and How to be a Lion. We will also be exploring all the people that help 

us in our community and we will be sharing books about these people. We will have a focus on police officers, fire fighters, 

NHS workers, dentists and vets. We will be talking about how we feel when we get help from these people, and ways in which 

we can say thank you. We will also be learning ways to resolve conflicts with others and we will be building on our independence 

in doing things for ourselves over the half term. 

Literacy/ Phonics  

In our phonics learning, we will continue to follow the Sounds-Write scheme that we use at St Joseph’s. The sounds and tricky 

words that the children are learning can be found in their sounds books. Please ensure that these books are in their book bags 

so that we can keep them up-to-date with the children’s learning.  In Literacy, we are following our topic of ‘People who help us’ 

through the texts: No Dragons For Tea, Zog and the Flying Drs, Albi Visits the Dentist and The Lion Inside. To start the half 

term, the children will be learning about rhyming words.  We will explore the story together to identify these. Following that, 

the children will then focus on adjectives that they could use to describe characters from our class texts. Throughout the 

half term, the children will continue to develop their writing skills by applying their phonics to write words and sentences. To 

support at home, please continue to use the challenges that are updated on Tapestry on a fortnightly basis. We love to see the 

children applying their new Literacy skills at home! 

Mathematics  

In Mathematics, we will continue to focus on counting and the children’s knowledge and understanding of numbers. We will be 

teaching children efficient ways to count, focusing on one-to-one correspondence when counting objects. We will also challenge 

children to count in 10’s and 5’s to extend their counting skills. We will then move onto learning one more and one less of 

groups of objects and numbers. Our final maths objective will be to learn number bonds to 5 and then to 10, and look at ways 

to apply them in all areas of our maths learning. Our KIRF target this half term is to count in 2’s and 5’s to 50 and to use 

addition vocabulary. Our maths challenges in class will link to the above objectives so any extra that you can do with your child 

at home will be an added bonus.  



 

 Understanding the World   

This half term, we will be learning all about the people 

in our community; our real-life superheroes that help us. 

We will have a focus on police officers, fire fighters, 

NHS workers and dentists. This topic is following on 

from what we have observed in the classroom this half 

term, with lots of lovely play linked to police and vets. 

During this topic, we will have a dentist visit us in school 

to talk about how to look after our teeth and gums as 

well as a visit from the Dog’s Trust.  We will also have a 

virtual chat with our local fire station too! We will be 

making some links back to the past, looking at what 

hospitals were like in the past and listen to a story 

about Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole. We will 

also be looking at some pictures from the Great Fire of 

London to make links to the past.  

Homework  

At the end of the half term, your children were given their first 

reading books. Please ensure that you read these with them daily at 

home and that they bring these in their book bags to school every 

day. Please also work on the children’s sounds that they are learning 

which you will find in their sound books.  

Over the half term, you children will be introduced to the learning 

platforms that we use in school; Reading Eggs, Mathletics and 

Spelling Shed. Letters about these online platforms will be sent out 

during this half term.  
 

 

 

A 

PE  

Our focus in PE this half term will be gymnastics and dance. In our PE lessons, the children will be focusing on different styles 

of travelling to support their physical development, particularly balancing. The children will also be learning to mirror one 

another’s movement which will in turn develop their control and focus. Further to this, the children will then be putting 

movements to music, concentrating on moving to a rhythm. 

Our PE lessons are on a Wednesday and on a Friday and this half term we are asking that all children come into school already 

dressed in their PE kits. Please ensure your child has their school hoodie in case of colder weather. 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design   

This half term we will be getting creative using our People who help us, our real-life superheroes as stimulus. The children will 

have the opportunity to learn the song ‘London’s Burning’ and add instruments to the song. We will be teaching the children how 

to collage, creating models of our real-life superhero’s as well as the vehicles they travel in. The children will continue to use 

and develop their painting skills too, developing their motor skills to paint with accuracy as well as mixing paints and making 

meaning in their artwork.  

 

Ways to Help  

We place a huge emphasis on working in partnership with parents to support our children. Therefore, please come speak to us 

to share information about your child- their well-being, development and any questions or concerns you may have. This helps us 

in supporting your child effectively and enabling them to be successful and happy in school. We would like parents to continue 

to support your child’s independence at home and encourage them to get dressed, put their shoes and coats on and clear the 

dinner table. We will be adding our classroom rainbow challenges to Tapestry for you to complete at home if you would like. 

This half term it would be great if you could share books about our real-life superheroes, find out about people in our 

community that help us and take trips to museums to spark your child’s imagination. The Thackray Museum in Leeds, Leeds 

Museum and Eureka are great places to visit! When you are out and about, get your child to recognise letters and tricky words 

we have been learning in class. Also ask them to look at numbers in their environment, and where maths is used in their daily 

lives. We would love to hear about places where they have seen maths in action!  


