
Computing  

This half term we will be focusing on coding. The children will be recapping learning on online safety before being intro-
duced to Scratch Junior, an app that enables the children to make their own settings and characters come to life by add-

ing in coding and instructions. We will also be exploring online bullying as part of Anti-Bullying week.   

Science 

Plants 

Our science topic this half term will be plants. We will begin this topic recapping knowledge and experiences that the 
children already have from FS2, making links to Jack and the Beanstalk when we plant our own beans and keep a diary of 

how they grow. This will kick start our topic and we will observe the plants closely across the half term, updating the bean 
diary each week. We will then be focusing on recognising and naming a range of plants and trees before exploring the dif-

ferent parts of a plant, naming and labelling it.  

Mathematics 

This half term we will be focusing on addition and subtraction facts. As part of this learning we will be exploring number 
bonds for numbers between 1 and 20. We will then be moving on to doubling and halving  We will also have KIRF time each 
morning where our focus will be to continue to learn our 2s, 5s and 10s time tables and represent this within addition sen-
tences. This learning will be done through a variety of hands on learning activities, inside and out of the classroom. There 
will be lots of opportunities for children to develop confidence with fluency, apply their learning in varied fluency activi-

ties before taking on some word problems linked to their learning.  

 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: Into the woods.  

Autumn Term 2 2021 

Year 1 

Welcome back! We hope that you have 
had a fun filled half term and looking for-
ward to starting our new topic “Into the 
woods”.  
 

Year 1 Staff:  
Miss Collier 
Mrs Armitage 
Miss Hazar  

If you have any queries or concerns you 
would like to discuss, please contact the 
office to arrange a telephone call or an 
appointment with me.  

 Important Dates 
 

PE lessons will take place on a Tuesday 
and Friday– please send your child into 
school on these days in their full PE kit 

with trainers.  
 

PLEASE label all uniform, including 
pumps PLEASE only bring in wellington 

boots when asked.  
 

Please ensure you sign your child’s reading 
diary by the end of the week.  

 

 
 
 

 

RE  

Our RE topic this half term is “Mary our Mother”. As part of this topic we will learn more about Angel Gabriel visiting 
Mary and the journey she then goes on before giving birth to Jesus in Bethlehem. Towards the end of this topic we will 

be acting out our own version of the Nativity with Year 2. We will also be exploring Mary as our Mother and how her love 
is shown to us each day.  

English 

This term our topic for English we will be focusing on the woods, a topic chosen by the children! Our focus book for the 
half term will be “The Woods” a story about what some of the woodland creatures get up to when we are not around. Our 

English journey will start with a trip to our own woodland area where we will read the story and become more familiar 
with the setting. We will then move onto focusing on the characters, considering questions that we would like to ask them 
and hot seating to find out more. We will then be introducing a new text type of a diary and explore the past tense that 

they are written in, before planning and writing our own from the perspective of a character in the story.  

We will also continue to work through our phonics together and keep progressing through the SoundsWrite programme. 
This half term, all of the class will continue to work through the extended code, applying their understanding within their 

writing across the curriculum.  

In guided reading we will be exploring  non-fiction texts about woodland plants and animals. Our focus will be on the AF 
questions, developing our knowledge and understanding of what is being read.  



Music 

The children will be continuing their music lessons with Miss Hutchinson this half term. The focus 
will be around woodland sounds and songs. The children continue to develop their listening, playing 

and composing skills.  

PE 

This half term the children will be continuing to focus on ball games in PE with Mrs Powell. On a 
Tuesday afternoon, with Miss Hutchinson the children will begin gymnastics lessons. They will focus 
on moving and balancing safely on the floor and apparatus, developing these skills and beginning to 

put them together to create a routine.  

Art/Design and Technology 

This half term we will be learning about the artist Henri Matisse as part of our Art learning. We 
will be exploring his life and work, before focusing on his later work on collage using shapes and 

bright colours. We will then practise the skill of collage before planning, creating and reviewing our 
own collages with a woodland theme.  

History/Geography 

As part of our topic “Into the woods!” we will be exploring our family trees and traditions that we 
began to look at, at the end of last half term as part of parents’ week. We will then be moving our 
learning on to look at toys of the present and past. As part of this learning we will be developing a 
timeline of toys past and present, focusing on family favourites! To bring this learning to life we 

need your help! We would like at least two volunteers, a parent and grandparent to come into school 
with some of your old toys and share them with the children. We will then compare them with toys 

today and consider the similarities and differences between them. If you think you or a family 
member can help, please let me know when you drop off or collect your child. Alternatively, send an 

email to the office. Thank you in advance! 

PSHE 

This half terms theme in PSED is “Be yourself”. As part of this learning the children will be exploring their 
likes/ dislikes and their different emotions, how they make them feel and act. We will be learning about how 

to manage these and encourage the children to always be open and honest about their emotions.  

    Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 

• Mathletics/Spelling Shed/ Reading Eggs tasks are set on a Tuesday and due the follow-
ing Monday. 

• Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

• Homework tasks linked to our Topic this half term (see the homework grid on the website). 
 

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 1 web page on our school website to find optional tasks to 
support your child’s learning this half term. 
 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 
Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and 

grateful for the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with 
their reading, and KIRFs. Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently as this helps their 

understanding and comprehension of what they are reading. It is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult 
reading aloud to them. This is proven to support children with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. 

This half we have lots of exciting curriculum enhancements planned! In week 5 we will be visiting Ledston Outdoor 
Learning centre, spending a day in the woods as part of our science learning. We also have a birds of prey work 
shop in school planned for the same week. More information will follow in the coming weeks, in separate letters.  

 
As always, if you need any further support with your child’s learning or have any questions about their development 

please do not hesitate to contact myself by making an appointment via the school office.  

MFL 

This half term the children will continue to develop their conversational skills in French, learning 
and practicing key phrases. These will include “Hello, how are you?” and “My name is… what is your 

name?”.  


