
READING 
EVENING
Tuesday 28th September 2021



Housekeeping
Please turn all mics off. 

Personal preference if you would like your camera on.

Please use the chat box to for any questions you may have during our 
presentation. 

If we have time, we will address and answer these as we go. Any 
unanswered or frequently asked questions will be compiled into a FAQ 
sheet and sent out to you.



Introductions

Miss Corr – Year 2 Class Teacher and 
English Lead

KS2 Teachers
Mrs Hodgson- Year 3 Class Teacher

Miss Hegedüs- Year 4 Class Teacher

Miss Waite- Year 5 Class Teacher

Mrs Ward- Year 6 Class Teacher 



To share St Joseph’s vision of what good reading looks like.

To equip you with the knowledge and skills to support your child’s 
reading at home.

Purpose 



Each year group’s reading expectations were shared in Curriculum 
News and Homework letters, sent out in the first week of the 
Autumn Term.

Where possible, encourage reading for pleasure. We want St 
Joseph’s children to be life-long learners and life-long readers.

Reading at home



When do you think your child is reading well? What makes you think 
that?

Fluency

Understanding

Tonight we are focusing on understanding. We will look at what we 
mean by comprehension and how we can encourage it in different texts.

What is good reading?



The Benefits

Gives time for children to absorb and explore the meaning of texts, without being 

distracted by decoding.

Children are exposed to different, more advanced texts (beyond their decoding 

level) which will introduce them to new vocabulary, more sophisticated text 

structures and expand their reading experiences.

Provides opportunities for you to model comprehension strategies.

Reading to your child



Interpreting picture books.

Comprehension in listening activities.

Comprehension can start before reading!

Comprehension in Foundation Stage



Example questions

What has happened in the 
story so far?

How does he feel?

How do you know?

Where is he going now?

What will he see?

What do you think he will 
do next?

The Snowman by Raymond Briggs

Using picture books



ASSESSMENT FOCUS LEVELS

Comprehension is broken down in the National Curriculum into 
Assessment Focus, or AF levels. 

AF 1 is decoding texts so we will explore this more in our Phonics 
Evening next week.

We will now explore AF levels 2-7. Different texts lend themselves to 
exploring different AF levels, so 
you do not need to worry about 
discussing them all in every text. 



AF2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve
information, events or ideas from texts and use 

quotation and reference to text 
This skill is all about retrieving information from the text.

Children need to find the information in the text and reference where in the text 
they found it. 

- KS1 point to the place in the text. 
- KS2 describe in lines/paragraphs.

This AF level relies on children being able to skim and scan i.e. read the text quickly 
looking for a particular word/piece of information. 

Skimming and scanning skills can be practiced using pictures such as Where’s Wally 
and word searches.



Example Questions

KS1

• What are the names of the children?

• Where did the children go?

• Who lives in the country?

KS2

• Who are the main characters in the story?

• When did the story take place?

• Where did the story take place?

• Who is Mrs MacCready?

The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis



AF3: Deduce, infer or interpret information, events 
or ideas from text

This skill is essential to developing other AF levels and particularly 
challenging for children in KS1.

It requires children to look for clues in the text rather than find something 
that is explicitly stated. 

Try to ask open-ended questions and encourage discussion about the most 
likely reason/idea based on the text. 

Asking inference questions about texts which have very familiar subject 
matters is easier for children. Children in KS1 should also be encouraged to 

use pictures to help them answer questions.



Katie Morag Delivers the Mail by Mari Hedderwick Example Questions
KS1

• Was delivering the mail a 
difficult or easy task for 
Katie? How do you know?

• How might Katie feel after 
she has delivered the 
mail? Explain your 
answer.

KS2

• Where do you think this 
story is set? Explain your 
answer.

• Using the whole story to 
support your answer, 
describe Katie Morag’s 
personality.



When reading non-fiction, identify the text type and talk about key features e.g. 
headings, subheadings, index etc.

Spot punctuation.

Some texts have words underlined, in bold or italics, so encourage children to 
talk about the effect of this.

In KS1, there is a strong emphasis on prediction. Children should be able to talk 
about their predictions for a story from front covers and predict what will 

happen next within a storyline.

AF4: Identify and comment on the structure and 
organisation of texts, including grammatical and 

presentational features at text level.



Example Questions

KS1

• Find a question in the text.

• Find an exclamation in the text.

• What do you think will happen next in 
the story?

KS2

• What choices has the author made to 
emphasise some words? What is the 

effect?

• What do you notice about the layout of 
this page? 

• Summarise what has happened in the 
story so far.

Grandpa’s Great Escape by 
David Walliams



AF5:Explain and comment on the writers’ uses of 
language, including grammatical and literary 

features at word and sentence level.

This AF level encourages children to think about the writer’s craft and 
their choice of words.

In KS1, the focus will be on the meaning of words and identifying types 
of words e.g. adjectives and adverbs.

In KS2, children will be asked to comment on the author’s choice of 
words, identifying features such as onomatopoeia and alliteration and 

talk about their effect. 



Example Questions

KS1

• Find the word which means ‘said 
quietly’.

• Find a verb.

KS2

• What does the word ‘summoned’ tell 
you about the way Charlotte felt?

• What does the word ‘forlorn’ mean?

• Why does the author choose the word 
‘deserted’?

• What effect does the phrase ‘She never 
moved again’ have on the reader?

Charlotte’s Web by E B White



AF6: Identify and comment on writers’ purposes 
and viewpoints and the overall effect of the text to 

the reader.
AF6 is all about understanding that all texts have a purpose and a point of view.

In non-fiction texts, this can be quite an obvious purpose to inform readers about a 
particular issue/subject. 

In KS1, it is important children are allowed to develop preferences about the books 
they read and be able to explain their likes/dislikes. 

In KS2, children need to be able to evaluate texts, thinking about how successful a 
text is in achieving its purpose. 



Example Questions

KS1

• Who might like this story? Why?

• What makes this a funny story?

• What can we learn from this story?

KS2

• Why do you think the author 
wrote this story?

• Do you think this is a good title for 
the story? Explain your answer.

• Is this story successful in being 
entertaining? Explain your answer.



AF7: Relate texts to their social, cultural and 
historical contexts and literary traditions.

This AF level is all about making links between texts.

Encourage your child to compare characters to others 
characters they know, think of stories set in the same 

setting and talk about similar events/storylines. 

Traditional Tales provide an excellent starting point for 
this AF as they have strong, cultural backgrounds and 

deal with big, moral issues. 



Example Questions

KS1

• What other stories does this story 
remind you of?

• What would you do if this happened 
to you?

• How would you feel if this happened 
to you?

KS2

• Which themes does this book address?

• Can you compare this book to another 
book with a similar message?



Thank you!


