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Housekeeping

Please change your Zoom name to your full name.

Please mute your microphone.

Camera: personal preference whether you have this on or not

Questions: Please use the chat box to ask any questions you may have. 
We will answer these in the session and also create a FAQ document.



Purpose of tonight’s 
information evening

To equip you as parents/carers with the knowledge and confidence of 
how we tailor our curriculum, teaching and learning and assessment to 
your child’s needs and how we have adapted this in light of children’s 
significant time away from school due to school closures because of the 
pandemic.

We will share with you what we are doing and why.



Focuses

1. Curriculum: curriculum intent, curriculum approaches, planning, - What is the 
curriculum at St Joseph’s? What does my child learn and why?

2. Teaching and learning: quality first teaching, provision in class How do you teach my 
child? What does effective learning look like? What support does my child have to 
help them in their learning? How do you challenge my child?

3. Catch-up programme: how we have adapted in light of the pandemic How are you 
helping my child to catch up? How do you know what they have missed or what they 
need to achieve?

4. Assessment: purpose, methods used, how we report this, how we use this How do 
you assess my child? Why do you assess my child? How is this information used?



Curriculum

• Curriculum Intent – what is this and how does it effect my child?

• Planning – how is it matched to meet my child’s needs?

• Why we teach what we teach - does this cater to what my child needs?

• Ambitious endpoints – what are these and does my child need this?

• Curriculum approaches – what impact do these have on my child?

• How can I see what my child is learning?



“I alone can’t change 
the World but I can 
cast a stone across the 
waters, to create many 
ripples.’ Mother Teresa

Just how the smallest 
stone can create a 
ripple effect in a pond, 
so can our children as 
they apply what they 
learn to their life 
beyond primary 
school.

Curriculum Intent



Curriculum Intent: Our Vision

Our curriculum is thoughtfully designed to provide rich learning 
opportunities to engage and inspire all our children and deepen their knowledge 
and skills whilst making links to the community and real world beyond.

By following the children’s interests, building on prior learning and providing 
a purposeful learning stimulus, we develop resilience, curiosity and a real thirst for 
learning where the children are encouraged to be a leader in their own learning. We 
support and guide our pupils in being ambitious and inquisitive at every stage of 
our learning journey.

We highly value the impact of vocabulary and embed deep learning around this in 
all subjects to support pupils to be able to communicate their ideas effective and 
confidently.

We teach our children that to appreciate that we are all the same but all different
and to be respectful towards themselves, others and all of God’s world. 



Active Learners
C3B4ME examples:
• Use the dictionary
• Go to the book corner to select a non-fiction 

book about topic
• Ask a partner about a tricky word
• Use of top tips
• Look at prior learning in their book
Physically active: 
• Motivated
• Enjoying their learning
• Using practical resources/activities

Resilient Learners

• Growth mindset: finding it tricky? We keep 
going, don’t give up and bounce back.

• Our children expect to find things tricky –
choice of challenge at times (Goldilocks)

• Overcoming challenges
• Sharing successes with peers

• Self and peer-assessment – children 
acknowledge strengths/successes

• Motivating for children

Lifelong Learners
• Purpose for learning
• Learning within a context
• Links to careers/jobs
• Curriculum enhancements
• Stimulating their mind: what do they enjoy learning 

about? What do they want to learn about next?
• What job do they want to have when they are older?
• How can they use their skills in their life?
• Teachers modelling mistakes

Learners with High Aspirations
• Curriculum enhancements

• Career/job links
• Motivation to work towards goals
• Celebrating success/achievements
• Having targets to work towards



Planning

Our class teachers adapt their half termly topics dependent on the interests or 
curiosities of the cohort. This is done from nursery to Y6.

EYFS/KS1: There is more flexibility with topics to cover, for example, history 
time periods.

KS2: In the National Curriculum, are set time periods children need to study 
however the learning journey throughout the topic varies each year. For example, 
‘Magical Mystery Tour’ topic in Y6: covers Britain since 1948 (includes all decades and WW1 and WW2). 
Over the past three years, children have chosen to focus on different aspects in these time periods. 

In ‘Let the Battle Commence’ topic in Y5: last year the focus was on Anglo-Saxons and the Viking 
invasion, the year before, the focus was on lifestyles of Viking people.



Why do we teach what we teach?



Curriculum Approaches
We spent time as a staff personalising 
our approaches to all subjects: 
RE, Reading (including phonics), Writing, Maths, 
Science, History, Geography, Art & Design, Computing, 
Design Technology, MFL, Music, PSHE, PE

We also have a personalised EYFS approach.

• consistent approach across school

• helps to engage learners and embed previous 
knowledge, understanding and skills 

• children know what learning feels like

These are available on our school website under 
Curriculum: “Find out more about our curriculum!”



How can I see what my child is learning?

All of our planning documents are 
made public on our website. 
• Jigsaws (long term plan for each year 

group Y1-6)
• Medium Term Plans (long term plan 

broken down into a half term – week 
by week objectives: Half Term 
Overviews) FS1-Y6

• Curriculum Newsletter (this gives a 
context to the medium term plan and 
shows how the topic is weaved into all 
subjects). FS1-Y6

• Class webpage updates



Medium Term Plans

We plan the following into our medium term plan for each subject:

• A clear theme and topic that links to the children’s interests and meets statutory 
requirements – a rich class text to be used in English that links to this topic also.

• A carefully sequenced learning journey that allows children to build on previous 
and develop new knowledge, understanding and skills.

• Physically active learning opportunities, such as Burn2Learn, are built in at the 
planning stage.

• Opportunities to apply their core skills (reading, writing and maths) across the 
curriculum.

“Please note this overview is a guide and may change in reaction to daily 
observations and assessments of the children’s learning.”



Curriculum Enrichments and Community 
Links 

Curriculum Enrichments

• Farm animals have visited nursery

• Living in Leeds Week

• Trips and workshops 

• Parent visitors (Inspiring You Week)

• Residentials 

• Class themed days 

Community Links

• Boston Green Group: Ladybird pebbles, crisp packet recycling

• Lockdown projects

• Mini Vinnies

• Live Simply



Teaching and Learning 

Teaching and learning is the method of 
delivering our curriculum to our children 
to ensure that they build on and develop 
new knowledge, understanding and skills 
across all subjects. This is how we teach. 

• How do you teach my child? 

• What does effective learning look like?

• What support does my child have to help 
them in their learning?

• How do you challenge my child?



How do you teach my child? 

Quality First Teaching

1. Provide children with a purpose for learning 

2. Clear learning objective so children know what they are learning.

3. Top tips as ‘steps to success’ so children can be independent and know what 
to do and when they have achieved it.

4. Differentiated tasks to provide support and challenge for all learners 

5. Engaging and fun activities. Lots of talk!

6. Self-assessment and peer-assessment

7. Feedback: instant feedback (verbal) and written feedback 

EYFS: Provide children with a rich, stimulating environment to nurture their 
interests and curiosities: engaging them in play, to explore, take risks, building 
resilience, independence and ability to make relationships.



What might you see children doing in the classroom?

How might their body language be in the classroom? 

What might it sound like/feel like in the classroom?

What might the teachers/TAs be doing?

Write your thoughts/ideas in the chat bar.

What does effective learning look like?



What does effective learning look like?
1. Excellent behaviour

2. Children are excited to learn; there’s a buzz in the air! 

3. Talk partners

4. Independent, partner and group work

5. Using resources and working walls  

6. Time to practise skills and apply within a context

7. Children make progress 

8. They know more, can do more and can remember more

In Early Years: playing, talking about what they are doing



What support does my child have to 
help them in their learning? 

1. Quality First Teaching (QFT) & a real passion for 
inclusion

2. Dyslexia friendly strategies used across school

3. Use of visuals to support all learners

4. Broken down top tips that act as ‘steps for 
success’

5. Learning journeys so children can make 
connections within their learning

6. Practical resources 

7. Working walls: including use of worthy word walls

8. Partner support

9. C3B4ME – prompts children to be independent

10. Differentiation & Scaffolding e.g. sentence 
starters, word banks, prompts



What does ‘differentiation’ 
look like?

Spot the subtle 
differences in this 
task set for Year 5.

Write your thoughts 
in the chat bar.



What support does my child have to help them in 
their learning? How do you challenge my child?

1. Marking and feedback (stars and bricks) –
addresses gaps, misconceptions and provides 
next step challenges

2. Writing and KIRF (Maths) targets

3. BEE Zones to use when writing

4. Personalised spelling key rings 

5. Individual resources e.g. times table key rings, 
number/letter formation



Quality First Top Ups vs Interventions
Quality First Top Ups

• Pre-teaching and follow up teaching

• Adult support in the classroom for a targeted reason

• Addressing misconceptions or gaps in learning 

• Strategic seating in lessons e.g. mixed ability

Interventions

• Carefully planned based on informal and formal assessments 

• SMART targets: specific, manageable, achievable, realistic, timescale

• Official intervention programmes e.g. Early Talk Boost, Nuffield Early Language 
Intervention (NELI), Active Literacy Kit, Speed up, Big Moves

• Tailored specifically to individual needs. E.g. basic punctuation – we would 
planned this inhouse with a clear endpoint



How do you challenge my child?

We use ambitious endpoints to ensure all our children are challenged 
appropriately. This is always tailored to the individual child, based on their 
own needs.



Catch-up programme

We have carefully designed a comprehensive, bespoke and personalised 
catch-up programme that outlines all strategies and implementation to close 
the gaps that we will now have from nearly 7 months, in total, away from a 
formal learning environment. This has been carefully considered to ensure 
that we support each and every one of our children to achieve their full 
potential and we do this in line with their own learning needs and our own 
curriculum intent.

What does this look like? Smart use of curriculum time…
• Key Core Objectives – the main priorities in reading, writing and maths for each year 

group

• Application of core skills across the curriculum

• BEE Zones and KIRFs embedded 

• Additional adults

• Strengths and gaps have been identified prior a topic beginning



Key Core Objectives

Spot the commonalities in Y2 and Y6’s key 
core objectives.

Write your thoughts in the chat bar.



Application of Core Skills



Application of Core Skills



BEE Zones & KIRFs
Basic English Editing Zone

(basic writing features we expect)
Key Instant Recall Facts 
(mental maths facts)

Do you know any KIRF games or 
activities we play/use in school that can 
be used at home?

Write your thoughts or ideas in the chat 
bar.



Additional Adults

• 3 non-class based additional teachers delivering interventions and 
allowing for smaller class sizes and small group work (with us until the 
end of the Autumn term – Christmas).

• Upskilling our support staff to sustain this model moving forward.

• All classes have one teaching assistant which provides consistency for 
our children.



Strengths and gaps have been identified prior 
a topic beginning



Assessment

Assessment in school is a combination of ‘attainment’ and ‘progress’.

Attainment: where your child is currently working in line with their 
year group’s age related expectations and their target for their age.
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Progress: the steps your child has made to reach their current 
attainment

• 6 steps is ‘expected’ progress across a year. 



Assessment

How do you assess my child?
• Ongoing assessment for learning – informal, 

daily basis

• Cold tasks, pre-topic assessments

• Band posters, summative assessments (formal 
tasks)

• BSquared is used to measure small steps of 
progress for children with complex additional 
needs



Assessment
How do you monitor my child’s progress?

• Class teachers track assessments of each child half termly

• Half termly pupil progress meetings with Headteacher, Assessment Coordinator and class teachers

• Internal and statutory moderation of assessment

How is assessment information used?

• Next steps for each child are planned 

• Target setting 

• Quality first top ups and interventions are planned 

• To inform the next half term’s planning

How is this shared with parents/carers?

• Parents’ evening twice a year

• End of year reports 

Class teachers make contact with parents/carers if/when they have concerns about a child’s progress or attainment.



Parents’ Evening

At parents’ evening, your child’s class teacher will share with you:

Y1-6

• Your child’s current targets in reading, writing and maths

• Their current attainment (now)

• Their end of year target
We ask that you only share with your child their targets to work on, as we feel for pupil self-esteem 
and in the interests of wellbeing, the next step targets are the most important aspect of the report 
and is what they are working on in class.

FS1/FS2

• Your child’s current targets in the 7 areas of learning



How can I help my child at home?

• Practise KIRF targets at home through KIRF games. Speak to your child or 
your child’s class teacher about games or activities they use in school.

• If your child is working on writing or has homework linked to writing, 
ensure basic punctuation is used accurately. 

• Support with reading every night if you are able to. Use the resources from 
the reading/phonics information evenings to support you (Assessment 
Focus questions). A mixture of hearing your child read and reading to your 
child is important, no matter the age of your child.

Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you need any other resources or 
ideas to help your child at home. This will also be shared at parents’ evening 
next week.



Any questions?



Thank you!


