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2nd September 2021 

Dear parents/carers,  

Re: Further Update and Overview of Arrangements for September 
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming our children back to school next week and meeting all of our new starters. 
We have been busy preparing school and the classrooms are looking fantastic. 
 
Following on from the updated guidance which is now outlined in the newest version of our school risk assessment that is 
available on the school website, I have taken the opportunity to outline some of the key updates for your information. 
 
We now have arrangements in place for drop off and collection which are similar to those in place pre-Covid: 
 
Drop off for Reception: 8:45-8:55am (please drop off at the nursery gate) 
Drop off for Y1 – Y6: 8:45-8:55am (parents/carers walk into the playground with their child) 
Drop off for Nursery: 9am (please drop off at the nursery gate as normal) 
 
Collection for Nursery Morning: 12pm (please collect from the nursery gate as normal) 
Collection for Nursery Wrap Around: 3pm (please collect from the nursery gate as normal) 
Collection for Reception: 3:10pm (please collect your child from the nursery gate) 
Collection for Y1 – Y6: 3:15pm (please collect your child from their classroom exit) 
 
Y6 children only, with written permission, may leave school without an adult. 
 
Face masks are no longer required at drop off or collection, but staff, parents and carers are more than welcome to 
continue to wear these if they wish. We do ask that you continue to socially distance and do not congregate around 
school. Once the school gate is open on a morning, the doors into your child’s classroom will be open so that drop off can 
be swift without congregating on the playground. Staff will be on a rota between 8:45 and 8:55am leading class early work, 
supervising in the cloakroom and greeting children at the door. Therefore, you will see a team of staff from across 
partnership year groups on different days depending on their role during the morning drop off time.  
 
Once the main school gates are open at the end of the school day, the children will be preparing to come out of their year 
group exit which may be the cloakroom or class exit. This will be clear on the first day for Y1 – Y6 and is listed above for 
nursery and reception.  
 
PE Days: children should continue to arrive at school in their PE kits on their PE days. To find out your child’s PE days, 
please see your child’s class newsletter which can be found on our class pages on the school website from Monday next 
week. All children should come to school in their school uniform on Monday 6th September. Please note we are now back 
in full winter uniform for the autumn term. Please ensure your child is wearing their full school PE kit on PE days as we 
will be continuing to expect full school uniform which includes the correct PE kit on PE days. All details of the school 
uniform can be found on the school website.  
 
Please note, we cannot accommodate rucksacks in school, so children must only bring to school their book bag, and if 
needed, a draw string bag. We simply do not have the space in school for additional bags or items from home.  
 
Other Helpful Information: 
 

• A member of the office team will be on hand at the ICT suite for any morning messages to be passed on. 
 

• Should you need to speak with your child’s class teacher, please make an appointment through the school office 
in the usual way. For any face-to-face appointments, visitors are asked to continuing wearing a face mask in 
school whilst in communal areas and in any situation where it is not possible to socially distance. 

 

• Please do not send your child to school if they are unwell or display and of the following symptoms: new 
continuous cough, a high temperature or loss of smell or taste. If they develop these symptoms, please inform 
school, and arrange a PCR test immediately. 
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• If your child develops symptoms in school, we will ask you to collect your child and arrange a PCR test to be 
completed as soon as possible before they can return to school. Please ensure we have the most up to date 
contact information for your child including the contact numbers of 2 people who we are able to contact 
in the school day. The updated government guidance states that children up to the age of 18 years and 6 
months as well as adults who are fully vaccinated no longer need to isolate if they come into contact with 
or live with a person who has Covid-19 symptoms or in contact with someone who tests positive for the 
virus.  

 

• We will continue to ensure regular and robust hand and respiratory hygiene in school. Please continue to 
promote this at home. 
 

• Weekly golden book assemblies will continue remotely in school until further notice and daily class collective 
worship will make up the majority of our school worship. We do plan to begin reintroducing collective worship and 
assemblies in the school hall for paired year groups and key stages to begin with. 

 
Whilst bubbles are no longer required in school, wherever possible we want to be able to support test and trace and 
continue to minimise any potential spread of the virus so that we can keep everyone as safe as possible and continue to 
keep the school open. We will therefore continue to promote good hand and respiratory hygiene, avoid unnecessary 
mixing across year groups and promote social distancing in school.   
 
As of 19th July 2021, school is no longer responsible for test and trace, but we will continue to inform close contacts for 
your information only. In the event of a positive case, we will revert back to some measures e.g. a specific year group 
following stricter measures in school temporarily to avoid any further potential spread. The children and staff are all very 
good at implementing these measures with very little or no impact on the running of the school day and so things would 
not feel too different for them if we needed to implement these measures.  
 
The most recent and up to date government guidance states the following and we really do rely on your continued support 
with this to ensure the smooth running of school: 
 
Essential measures include: 

• a requirement that adults/children who are ill stay at home 

• a requirement that adults/children who have been advised to isolate stay at home 

• active engagement with NHS Test and Trace  

• robust hand and respiratory hygiene  

• enhanced cleaning arrangements 

• well ventilated occupied spaces  

• development of a Local Outbreak Management Plan 
 
Families are required to keep children at home and arrange a PCR test if they display any of the Covid symptoms. As a 
school, we have a new Outbreak Management Plan so that if called upon to do so by local health authorities, we can 
respond quickly to an outbreak. This may include returning to bubbles and whole class isolation, remote teaching, or other 
controls to mitigate the spread of the virus. This is also available on our website alongside the most up to date Risk 
assessment.  
 
Roof Work: 
 
As you will be aware from previous correspondence before the summer break, we have planned roof work commencing. 
This has started much later than planned and so scaffolding will be in situ throughout the first half term and possibly into 
the second half of the autumn term. The work will not affect the internal building, although there will be some noise whilst 
the roof is being replaced. You will also notice there is scaffolding up on the walkway heading up to the playground. 
Please take care and continue to follow the instructions given by staff who are there to help.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and I look forward to seeing you all next week and welcoming all of our new starters 
to St Joseph’s.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
L Milivojevic  
Headteacher 


