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Welcome back! I hope you had a 

fantastic summer break and your 

children are excited to start the 

new school year.  

 

If you have any queries or concerns 

about your child’s progress or well-

being, please do not hesitate to 

make an after-school appointment 

to speak to me. 

 

 

Important Days 

Wednesday and Friday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with 

trainers. Children should wear the PE 

kits all day on these days. 

Friday 

Homework due and reading diaries 

should be signed by parents. Spelling 

tests will take place on Fridays. 

 

Children should bring their reading 

diaries and school books into school 

every day. Please also ensure that 

children only bring book bags and draw 

string bags into school. 

 

Please label all uniform. 

RE 

In RE this half term, the children will learn how the Bible tells us about God and His love for us. They will 

learn some Old Testament stories and will be introduced to how the Bible can help us and others in need. 

Children will be given the opportunity to develop their research skills by looking up references from the Old 

and New Testament. As we are reflecting on the Scriptures, we will explore how they link to our own life 

experiences. 

English 

Our theme of ‘Amazing Adventures’ runs throughout our English learning this half term. We will be exploring the classic novel 

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll. We will look at the curious vocabulary used in the book and work out 

the meaning of words and phrases within context. The children are beginning their learning journey by a class debate: Should 

Alice follow the white rabbit? We will begin by unpicking the key features of letters and diaries to gain a better understanding 

of the features we will be learning about. We will work on organising paragraphs and using conjunctions in our 

sentences. We will also work on using various sentence openers to aid cohesion. The children will also continue 

to develop their understanding of effective editing and redrafting of writing. Spellings this half term will be 

given out on the first Friday of the half term. These spellings are available for the children to learn on 

Spelling Shed.  

Mathematics 

At the start of this half term, children will develop their place value understanding. We will learn to read, write and partition 

4-digit numbers and we will investigate number lines to 10,000. Our learning also includes solving word problems and working 

on our mathematical reasoning skills. Later on in the half term, we will add and subtract numbers with up to 

4 digits using the formal column method. We will learn to read Roman numerals and counting backwards 

through zero to include negative numbers. Our context for negative numbers will be to investigate 

temperatures. Negative numbers can be tricky for children so please discuss this using the ever-decreasing 

temperature in the coming Autumn/Winter months to support them at home.  

Science 

This half term, we will be learning about States of Matter as we sort everyday materials into solids, liquids 

and gases. We will describe their properties and explore the behaviour of the tiny particles inside them. The 

children will investigate what conditions affect changes of state. Using practical examples, we will describe 

evaporation and condensation and apply our new understanding when we learn about the water cycle. We will 

create our own mini water worlds to be able to see evaporation, condensation and precipitation in action.  

DT 

We will bring stories to life with our DT project this term. Children will have the chance to 

explore moving parts in a variety of storybooks and learn how to recreate some of these 

parts using different tools and techniques. Children will design, create and evaluate their 

very own pop-up books. 



Computing 

To begin the half term, we will be using Sketches. The children will choose famous landmarks in the UK and 

recreate them in digital watercolour. We will work with layering colours and choosing appropriate shades 

for our artwork. After we have finished this, the children will move onto using Keynote to create a book 

trailer for Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. We will explore some of the advanced features of the app to 

combine text, images, audio and video.  

MFL 

This term, as part of our French learning, we will be exploring vocabulary relating to colours and school. The 

children will develop their vocabulary by taking part in active learning activities, listening to songs and French 

speech. We will be discussing school objects and school routines to practise our pronunciation. 

Music 

At the start of the term, we will use descriptive vocabulary to evaluate music. The children will listen to 

music pieces composed by Hans Zimmer and express their likes and dislikes. We will take inspiration from 

film music compositions and how they are used for dramatic effect. We will then be creating our own 

soundscapes. The children will be given the opportunity to try a range of percussion instruments and develop 

their understanding of using musical language, composing and performing.   

PE 

In PE, the children will be developing their skills in team games. They will learn about the importance of 

warming up before exercise and the benefits exercise has on our own physical and mental wellbeing. They 

will be practising throwing and catching with control and accuracy and to pass to teammates at appropriate 

times. They will also be working on improving their fitness, strength and accuracy within ball games.  

PSHE 

In PSHE, we will focus on mental health and emotional wellbeing. At the beginning of term, we will create 

our classroom targets and rewards together and discuss how a growth mindset will help us embrace learning 

challenges and how we can build up our resilience. Our focus will be on re-connecting as a class and re-

engaging with school life. We will also spend time sharing thoughts, ideas and personal responses to world 

events. 

Topic  

‘Amazing Adventures’ 

Our topic is linked to Geography this term. We will go for an adventure around the UK, 

learning about where the UK is in the world, then exploring its countries, capital cities and 

counties. We will develop our map skills as we identify the topographical features of the UK 

and explore famous natural and man-made landmarks. The children will carry out an 

environmental survey around the school grounds for their fieldwork activity. They will 

compare and evaluate environmental factors and consider how our surroundings could be improved.  

Homework 

In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 

• Mathletics/ Spelling Shed tasks  

• Reading Eggs 

• Reading the school reading books 3-4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum, but longer reading time is 

preferable to build reading stamina 

• Research projects  

Our School Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

 

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, we believe that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our pupils 

achieve their potential. We really appreciate the support you give your children at home in order to help them with their 

learning.  

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their 

homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability and boost their reading motivation and enjoyment.  

 

The children’s KIRF target this half term is to find 10 or 100 less/more of a number and to count on in steps of 6, 7, 9, 25 

and 1000. By the end of year 4, the children also need to be able to recall their times tables and division facts up to 12x12. 

These facts are important to support them in other areas of their maths learning so please ensure to practise these regularly. 

As always, support given to children at home is invaluable and if you need any help with this please ask. 

 


