
     Autumn Term 1 2021 

Themed Half Term: Minibeasts   

Foundation Stage 2 

Teachers- Mrs Hemming and Mrs 
Harrison 
Teaching Assistant – Mrs Skilbeck 

If you have any queries or concerns 
you would like to discuss, please 
contact the office to arrange a 
telephone call or an appointment. 

  
 

 

 

Important Days 
Wednesday Afternoon- Learning in 
the woods with Mrs Hemming. 
Please ensure that you have 
wellington boots in school for this. 

PE  
The children will have PE with Total 
Sports and Mrs Harrison on 
Wednesday and Friday. Please 
ensure that on these days your 
child comes into school in their PE 
kit.  

RE 
Our topic this half term will be God’s World. We will begin by sharing and reflecting on the story of creation. The 

children will discuss that we are all special and different and that God loves and cares for us all. We will learn 
about the things God created for us and say thank you to God. The children will develop on their understanding 
that God has asked us to care for his world and we will think carefully about what we can do to look after it. In 

addition to this, we will be supporting the children with their new prayers and introducing class collective worship. 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
This half term, we will be helping the children to settle into their new classroom. We will begin by focusing on 

classroom rules, routines and developing the children’s confidence in the classroom and around school.  During this 
half term, we will also be concentrating on different emotions. The children will be supported in extending their 
vocabulary of different emotions and they will talk about how they may feel in different situations. Additionally, 
throughout the half term, we will be supporting the children in developing friendships and positive relationships. 

We will be sharing the books such as ‘Splat the Cat starts school’ and ‘Sharing a Shell’ with the children to 
support this area of their learning. We hope that foundations we lay this half term will enable the children to be 

happy, independent and successful at St Joseph’s! 

Literacy/ Phonics  
In our Literacy learning this half term, we will be listening to and joining in with lots of stories, rhymes and songs 
based around the children’s chosen topic of minibeasts.  The children will have many opportunities to begin to read 

and write, linked to their topic. In particular, we will be supporting the children in writing their names and 
developing correct letter formation. To enable this to happen successfully, we will be providing lots of 

opportunities for children to develop their fine motor skills in both provision areas and during our daily dough 
disco time.  Once the children are settled, we will begin our phonics lessons in which we use a whole school phonics 

scheme “Sounds Write”. More information on a Phonics Show and Share session will be sent out in the coming 
weeks to help you support your child’s learning at home. Writing and mark making is promoted throughout the 

classroom and outdoor area to enable the children to continually develop their new skills.  



 

Mathematics  
In Mathematics, we will be focusing on counting and the children’s knowledge and understanding of numbers. The 

children will learn through number rhymes and songs in whole class learning as well as activities on both the carpet 
and in focused small group activities. To begin their maths learning journey this year, we will be focusing upon 
sorting, grouping and comparing numbers. Mathematical skills will also be supported throughout the indoor and 

outdoor provision areas. Through play in these areas, the children will be developing their problem-solving abilities 
and mathematical language. 

Understanding the World  
This half term, we will be focusing on the world outside 
linking to our topic of minibeasts. The children will start 

by learning about the seasons. They will explore the 
tell-tale signs of different seasons and we will even 

compare how seasons can look across the world. Further 
to this, the children will also be exploring minibeast 

habitats. They will use our wonderful woodlands outside 
to explore where different creatures might live and we 
will begin to think about why this is their home. We will 
also make links to our final book of the half term, ‘What 

the ladybird heard’, and the children will be exploring 
maps. They will be reading simple maps and will be 

challenged to create their own too. They certainly will 
be very busy with fun activities this half term! 

Homework  
Once the children have settled into FS2, they will be 

sent home with a homework diary and a homework book. 
A detailed letter about homework expectations and the 

school homework policy will be stuck into this book. 
Your child will also soon be sent home with a reading 
book for them to practise reading with you at home. 
This book will be read with your child in school every 
other week and changed at this time to a new book 

based on your child’s reading ability. Please ensure that 
your child has their reading bag with their reading 
book and homework diary in it every day. Details on 

Reading Eggs and Mathletics homework will be sent out 
in the coming weeks.  

PE  

Our focus in PE this half term will be developing our spatial awareness, using equipment safely and listening to/ 
following instructions when playing games. The skills we will develop include jumping, skipping, running and 

developing coordination. Our PE lessons will be linked to their learning about road safety to support children with 
being safe when on the road too.  

Our PE lessons are on a Wednesday and on a Friday and this half term we are asking that all children come into 
school already dressed in their PE kits. Please ensure your child has their school hoodie in preparation for colder 
weather. 

Topic  
In Foundation Stage 2, the learning is always based on the children’s own interests. Over the summer term, we 

gathered information from Mrs Hutchinson, the children, parents and previous settings to help us decide on the 
topic for the children. This half term the topic is ‘Minibeasts’! As part of this we will be exploring different kinds 

of minibeasts, their habitats and design habitats for minibeast inside and outside our classroom. The theme of 
minibeasts will be used throughout the curriculum. 

 

Ways to Help  
We place a huge emphasis on working in partnership with parents to support our children. Therefore, please come 
in and see us to share information about your child- their well-being, development and any questions or concerns 
you may have. This helps us in supporting your child effectively and enabling them to be successful and happy in 

school. We would like parents to continue to support your child’s independence at home and encourage them to get 
dressed, put their shoes and coats on and clear the dinner table. You should all now have access to Tapestry, our 

online learning profile system. You will soon start to see observations be added, linked to your child’s learning. 
Please also add your own from home, so that we can create a whole picture of your child’s learning journey and 

share what you do at home in the classroom with your child as a talking point. 


