
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
Half Term Overview Planner 

Year Group: FS2                                                                             Autumn 1 2021-22                  Teachers: Mrs Hemming & Mrs Harrison 
Theme: Minibeasts  

Curriculum coverage- 3–4-year-olds  Children in Reception 
 

Books for the 
week 

Week 1 w/c 6th Sept 
Ten Little Book worms 

Week 2 w/c 13th Sept 
Superworm 

Week 3 w/c 20th Sept 
Superworm  

Week 4 w/c 27th Sept 
Spinderella  

Week 5 w/c 4th Oct 
Well Being week-  
Spinderella  

Week 6 w/c 11th Oct 
What the lady bird heard  

Week 7 w/c 18th Oct 
National Parents Week 
What the lady bird 
heard  

Religious 
Education 
God’s World  
 
Big Concept: 
Looking after 
God’s 
world/creation 
 
Key vocab for the 
half term : God, 
created, creation, 
world, Earth, 
beginning, thank 
you, God’s world, 
Dark, light, sky, 
land, sea, special, 
different, 
treasure 
 
 
 

Sticky knowledge: We believe that God created the world in 7 days, God rested on the 7th day, children can name what God created.  
 
Links to prior learning: 
Church links - some chn will have attended mass before.  
Chn may have an understanding of who God is.  
 
Social/cultural opportunities:  
Will everyone be kind to God’s world? If our friends aren’t kind to God’s world, should we do the same? Is it ok to make mistakes when caring for God’s world? 
How do you look after God’s world? 
If someone doesn’t believe in God, does that mean they shouldn’t look after His creation? 
 
Know that God made the world. 
Think about all the things God has made for us. 

 
Chn learning The Story of Creation (Genesis 1-2)  
Chn focusing on looking at the world and how God has 
created everything.  
Chn to learn the hymn ‘All things bright and 
beautiful’. 

 
 

Know that God has asked us to care for the world. 
Think of ways in which we can help to do this. 
Link back to the story of creation. Role play with 
small world during whole class learning. God into 
the woods to look further at God’s creation. 
Looking at how to care for God’s creation.  
Children completing the sentence: 
I am going to look after God’s world by… 

 

Know that God loves 
and cares for each one 
of us. 
Reflect on what this 
means for us. 
 
Link to people that 
they love. Who do we 
love? Who loves us? 
How do we know that 
they love us? 
Linked to the book, 
‘Guess how much I love 
you.’ 
Chn learn the song, 
‘Jesus loves me.’ 
 
 
 
 
 

Know that God made each one of us different and 
special.  
Reflect on how we can thank God for everything. 
 
Linked to the story, ‘You are very special.’ 
Mirror activity- what is special and unique about 
themselves. Using the mirror to tell themselves this.  
Chn to learn the hymn, ‘He’s got the whole world in 
His hands’. 



Personal, Social & 
Emotional 
Development 
(PSED) 
 
Prime area 
 
Self-Regulation 
 
Managing Self 
 
Building 
relationships  
 
 
 
 
 

Links to prior learning: 
Pedestrian safety, rules at home and at nursery (previous settings) 
Handwashing – at school and generally there has been a big push (COVID) 
 
Social/cultural opportunities:  
Impact they have on their friends and families – when have others helped them to feel happy when playing? 
Look at family situations where they have experienced something new and the feelings they had- Christening’s, weddings, new babies, holidays to other countries  
Link to handwashing- Covid (discuss familiar language with previous teacher)  
 
Baseline assessment 
 
• Increasingly follow rules, understanding why 

they are important. 
• Remember rules without needing an adult 

to remind them. 
•  
Establish rules and routines withing the classroom- 
inside and outside. (Mr Potatohead rules) 
Assign children to class jobs in Week 2. 
 
• Talk about their feelings using words 

.happy,’sad’,’angry’ or ‘worried’ 
• Express their feelings and consider the feelings 

of others.  
• Identify and moderate their own feelings 

socially and emotionally. 
Begin to discuss feelings and use emojis to reflect 
this. Introduction of ‘check ins’. Stimulus: ‘Splat the 
cat starts school’ 
 
Key vocabulary: 
Happy, sad, worried, scared, angry, nervous, bored, 
tired, excited, relaxed, confident, proud, calm, 
hopeful 
 
 
 
 

Week 3: Teacher modelling in the different 
areas: focus upon developing relationships, using 
resources correctly etc- in all provision areas 
throughout the week. 
 
Key vocabulary 
Yes, no, please, thank you, sharing, kind, listen, 
stop it I don’t like it,  
 
 
Week 4: Build upon children’s self- esteem 
through small group circle times. 
 
Stimulus: Sharing a Shell 
 
-Show more confidence in new social situations. 
-Remember rules without needing an adult 
to remind them. 
Gradually understand how others are feeling. 
-Express their feelings and consider the feelings 
of others. 
-Think about the perspectives of others. 
-Identify and moderate their own feelings 
socially and emotionally. 
  
 
 

Week 5: Teacher modelling play and sharing in provision- activities linked to the 
story (sharing a shell) See themselves as valuable individuals. 
 
Week 6: Circle time based upon children’s emotions. Activities through the 
story sharing a shell 
 
Week 7: Building on Wk6 and by responding to children’s needs, focus on own 
and others’ feelings and actions.  
 
Stimulus: Worrysaurus 
 
-Show more confidence in new social situations. 
-Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people in the safe context of their 
setting. 
-Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.  
-Build constructive and respectful relationships.  
 
Well Being Focus week- Pedestrian safety  
Learning will continue in PE.  
 
-Know and talk about factors of own health and wellbeing- being a safe 
pedestrian- Links to nursery learning and follow up 
 
Key vocabulary: Walk, stop, look, listen, traffic lights, cars, pedestrian, adult, 
pedestrian crossing, safe, red, green, amber 
 

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own needs. E.g.brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly.  
Manage their own needs: personal hygiene 
Transition support: Children will be encouraged to develop independence with taking their coat off, putting it on their pegs, shoes off, find the peg. 
Washing hands and getting ready for outside play/home time/dinner time. 
 
Key vocabulary: Wash hand, soap, water, flush the toilet, dry hands, tissues, germs. 
 



Communication 
and Language 
(CL) 
Prime area 
 
Listening, 
attention and 
understanding  
 
Speaking 
 
In play, gather 
evidence of 
children in using 
language to 
pretend 
something is part 
of their play.  
 
 
 

Links to prior learning: opportunities for children in nursery settings for circle time previously. Link to listening from previous year/s. 
 
Social/cultural opportunities: 
How are you unique and special? How are you different to your friends? Is it good to be different? 
Link to being inclusive of all our friends e.g. including friends in games even if they find rules hard. Why might people find rules hard? E.g understanding words/language difference. 
Celebrating differences. 
 
Baseline assessment 
 
Story time: before lunch/ 
end of the day. LS take 
observations of this as 
part of baseline.  
Ask story time questions 
to promote thinking and 
comments.  
 
Circle time: check ins- 
emotions. See PSED.  
 

Baseline assessment (wk 2 to complete) 
Carpet/ circle times 
Circle time: Small groups 
 
Carpet/ circle times 
Week 2 Circle time: Small groups- children to 
create their own creature from super worm- 
make it and share it with a small group- discuss. 
-Use a wider range of vocabulary  
-Engage in story times 
-Listen to and talk about stories to build 
familiarity and 
-Learn new vocabulary  

Week 4 and 5 
Children to bring in a photo of something they are 
proud off linked to their talents (linked to RE) 
 
Child to share with a partner, re-telling their 
talent.  
 
-Use longer sentences of four to six words 
-Retell the story, once they have developed a 
deep familiarity with the text, some as exact 
repetition and some in their own words. 
-Use new vocabulary in different contexts 
-Engage in story times. 
 

Week 6 and 7 
Observations of children’s language in play with 
peers- model where necessary.  
 
Link to reading learning. Gather small groups to 
discuss the characters. Observations. Support 
children with their answers using full sentences. --
Use longer sentences of four to six words 
Articulate their thoughts and ideas in well formed 
sentences. -Listen to and talk about stories to build 
familiarity and understanding. 
 

Chn to learn new instructions from teachers. 
-Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as: “Get your coat and wait at the door” 
-Understand how to listen and why listening is important.  
-Ask questions to find out more and to check that they understand what has been said to them.  
 
Ongoing from: 
Story time- 
-Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.  
Pay attention to more than one thing at a time, which can be difficult. 
Learn new vocabulary 
Use new vocabulary through the day.  
Engage in story times.  
Retell the story, once they have have developed a deep familiary with the text, some exact repetition  and some in their own words.  
Listen to talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary. 
-Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. 
 
In play, and through careful modeeling children will:  
-Start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns. 
-Develop social phrases 
-Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own words. 
-Use new vocabulary in different contexts 
In circle time 
-Use longer sentences of four to six words 
Articulate their thoughts and ideas in well formed sentences 



Physical 
Development 
(PD) 
Prime area 
 

Links to prior learning: 
PE in nursery. Access to outdoor areas, soft plays, bouncy castles, parks etc.  
Pencil grip- assessment from previous teacher. 
 
Social/cultural opportunities: 
Parks in different places over the holiday. talk about the differences, different groups/out of school activities that children have been to and met different friends.  
When have you been brave with big movements eg jumping over a puddle or going down a slide? 
Link to looking after our equipment. We are very lucky and not all children in the world have what we have.  
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Development Matters objectives ongoing throughout half term: 
Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.  
Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.  
Show a preference for a dominant hand. 
Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools safely and confidently. (using pencils, paintbrushes, scissors, knives and forks) 
Develop the foundations of a handwriting style which is fast, accurate and efficient. 
 
Dough Disco is used daily to support the development of fine motor skills and the objectives above. 
Key Vocabulary: Warm, stretch, pinch, squeeze, roll, splat, fingers, palms 
 
Painting area rainbow challenge will support the development of fine motor skills and the objectives above. 
Key Vocabulary: Paintbrush, mark make, sit up, pencils, pencil grip 
 
Baseline 
 
Focus initial observations on these children to 
pinpoint key areas of focus.  
 
Week 1 and 2 
Enhanced provsion: Scissor skills, cutting along 
different shaped lines (straight, curved, zig zag etc.)  

Week 3 and 4 
Enhanced provision:  
Threading activity (string and beads) following a 
pattern.  
 
  

Week 5 and 6 
Enhanced provision: 
Using pincers/tweezers to move small objects into a 
new space (pom poms into print out page of a 
spiderweb to link to Spinderella). 

Week 7 
Enhanced Provision: 
following different 
shaped lines with a 
pencil on a map. 
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Development Matters objectives ongoing throughout half term: 
Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed, for example, putting coats on and doing up zips. 
Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, 
gymnastics, sport. 
Further develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully: 
 • lining up and queuing • mealtimes 
Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor. 
Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already required (rolling, crawling, walking, jumping, running, hopping, skipping  and climbing). 
Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside, alone and in a group. 
 
All objectives above will be incorporated into 2 PE lessons a week and all outdoor provision. 
Next half term key focus in the outdoor provision too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy 
(L) 
Specific area 
 
Comprehension 
 
Word Reading 
Writing  
 
Phonics: Following 
the SoundsWrite 
scheme and 
planning. 
 
 
Key Vocabulary: 
Story, predict, 
character, upper 
(capital) and 
lower case 
letters, describe, 
adjectives, initial 
sound, rhyme, 
describe, letter,  
 

Week 1 
Baseline assessment 
 
Mad about Minibeasts  
Share the text with the 
children- make predictions 
about the story and what 
it might be about. Have 
characters from the story 
on lollipops to use through 
telling the story. 
 
Extension: Discuss the 
characters and settings. 
Add to reading working 
wall.  
 
Links to communication and 
language curriculum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 2 and 3 
Baseline Assessment (wk2 to complete) 
 
Superworm 
Read the story- look at the worms and describe 
the worms (2 words+).  
 
Focus activity- 
Discuss with adult who will record in book. They 
will complete the sentence to describe the worm. 
Superworm is … and …. 
Colour in Superworm in book (focus on pencil grip 
and going for gold. This is in support of PD fine 
motor skills ) 
 
Children will work on identifying and writing their 
names. Working with adult 1:1 
 
Write some or all of their name.  
Form lower and upper cases correctly (within the 
context of writing their name) 
 
 
 
 

Week 4 and 5 
 
Spinderella 
 
Share story. Use colour coding (Who, what, 
where, when) to identify the key features of the 
story. 
Initial sound and rhyming word activity. Children 
group the objects with the same initial sound. 
 
Silly soup 
Initial sounds from the story Spinderella 
 
Focus activity- Share the story with the 
children- children are to design a new spider for 
the team and the  
qualities their spider has to work as a team. 
 
Stick the pictures and adult to label with key 
words. 
 
Extension: Some children to begin to label by 
writing initial sounds. 
 
 

Week 6 and 7 
 
What the ladybird heard 
 
Children to have pictures from the story and simple 
words- order the captions and extend children to add 
a word to the caption.  
 
Focus activity 
 
Children to choose a creature from the story- talk 
about the colours of the creature and add the initial 
sounds to label the name of the creature (all 
children)  
Stick the pictures and adult to label with key words. 
 
Extension: Some children to begin to label by writing 
initial sounds 
 
Understand the five key concepts about print:  
• print has meaning  
• print can have different purposes 
 • we read English text from left to right and from 
top to bottom  
• the names of the different parts of a book  
• page sequencing 
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short 
words made up of known letter– sound 
correspondences. 
 
Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 

 Throughout the half term the children will learn: 
Understand the five key concepts about print:  
• print has meaning  
• print can have different purposes 
 • we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom  
• the names of the different parts of a book  
• page sequencing 
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them 
Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences. 
Form lower-case and capital letters correctly. 
 

Mathematics 
(M) 
Specific area 
 
Number 
 
 
Numerical 
Patterns 
 
 
KIRF Target: 
Read and write 
all numbers to 
20. 
 
Number blocks 
every day before 
lunch*** 
 

Week 1 
 
Baseline assessment 
 
Provision challenges linked 
to all about minibeasts.  
Counting to 10.  
Missing out numbers, 
seeing who can recognise 
which number is missing 
etc.  
-Recite numbers past 5 
-Count beyond 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 2 
 
Baseline assessment  
 
Count objects to 20. 
(Counting spots on 
ladybirds and 
identifying the 
number) 
 
-Recite numbers past 5 
-Show finger numbers 
-Count beyond 10 
-Count objects 

Week 3 and 4 
Compare different groups of mini beasts linked to 
Super Worm. Share groups on the IWB and 
discuss by accurate counting of insects.  
 
Focus activity- comparing groups of insects from 
super worm  
 
-Recite numbers past 5 
-Show finger numbers 
-Count beyond 10 
-Count objects 
-Compare numbers 
 
 

Week 5 and 6 
Teach children the skill of subitising- share insects 
on the IWB and teach children how to subitise- up 
to 10 then start to extend to 20. 
 
Focus activity- Children to have spiders on the 
table. Children are to choose a digit card to 10 ( 
then extend to 20) to subitise how many spiders- 
lots of vocab discussion and record as an 
observation.  
 
All activities linked to Spinderella characters and 
minibeasts- subitising groups of objects. 
e.g. legs on caterpillars 
 
-Link numerals and amounts 
-Subitise 
 
 

Week 7 
 
Extend children to 
matching quantities of 
objects to a digit (try 
and get secure to 10 
then extend)- IWB 
 
Focus activity- Matching 
a minibeast card to a 
digit to 20 in books- 
have Numicon to support 
the children 
understanding 
quantities.  
 
Link numerals and 
amounts 
Recite numbers past 5 
 Count beyond 10 
-Count objects  



Understanding 
the World 
(UW) 
Specific area 
 
Past and Present  
 
 
People, culture 
and communities  
 
 
The Natural 
World  

Links to prior learning: Children have had opportunities to explore provision areas previously. Most children will have experienced woodlands before and have seen insects/animals.  
 
Social/cultural opportunities: 
Link to our own homes. What do they have? Show pictures from homes around the world. Different cultures may have different homes e.g floor seats around the dinner table rather than a 
chairs. Link to other cultures. Habitats – where do we live? What makes us comfortable? How we do make somewhere ‘home’? 
 
Baseline: 
Observations in provision 
areas to provide a 
baseline- all staff 

Introduce all about me 
with “Guess who?”.  

Lead into: 
What do we use our noses/ 
mouths/ ears for?  

Give each child a picture 
of them and get them to 
draw around it what they 
like to eat, see, smell etc. 
Give an example as 
support.  

 

Baseline: 
Observations in provision areas to provide a 
baseline- all staff (wk to be completed) 
 
Discuss different seasons. What do we wear? 
Link to looking after ourselves (PSED) 
Organising items according to seasons.  
Explore the natural world around them.  
Understand the effect of changing seasons on 
the natural world around them 

 

Linked to Superworm 
 
Comparing different minibeast environments. 
Enhanced Provision- 
Chn to match the environment to the animal. 
Discuss why they would do this.  
Why do we not live there? What makes our homes 
perfect for us? 
 
Recognise that some environments are different 
to the ones that we live in.  

Linked to what the ladybird heard. 
 
Chn to discuss a map and be able to say what has 
happened.  
 
Enhance Provision-Children to create their own simple 
maps. 
 
Small world: Tough tray of a farm where the children 
can recreate the story/ make their own and be able 
to talk through the map.  
 
Draw information from a simple map. 

Wednesday PM Woods with LH: 
Use their senses in hands on experiences of the world.  
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.  
Explore the natural world around them 
Describe what they see, hear and feel outside.  
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them. 
 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 
(EAD) 
Specific area 
 
Creating with 
materials 
 
Being Imaginative 
and expressive 

Links to prior learning: 
Some children have been to the woods before. During transition, the children went to the woods and enjoyed looking at minibeasts  
 
Social/cultural opportunities: 
Habitats – where do we live? What makes us comfortable? How we do make somewhere ‘home’? 
What nursery rhymes have they heard before? Where do they hear songs? Listen to a nursery rhyme from other countries. Link to children’s own cultures.  
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Week 1 
Linked to All about 
minibeasts  
 
Lollipop sticks with worms 
on so chn can retell the 
story. Can they match to 
different settings? 
What might the worms say 
there? 

Week 2 and 3 
 
Linked to Superworm 
Retelling the story of Superworm.  
Chn can change the story too.  
 
See enhanced provision sheet 
 

Week 4 and 5 
 
Retelling the story of Spinderella.  
Chn can change the story too. 
  
See enhanced provision sheet  

Week 6 and 7 
 
Retelling the story of What the ladybird Heard.  
Chn can change the story too. Chn to try link to 
maps made.  
 
See enhanced provision sheet  
  

Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something even though they are not similar.  
Develop storylines in their pretend play. 
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 
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Enhanced provision 
 
Can you create a worm 
maze on the floor?  
 
 

Enhanced provision 
 
Building a habitat for their insect. Chn to discuss 
reasons for choices.  
 
 
 

Enhanced provision 
 
Children are to have a picture of the football pitch 
from Spinderella. Children are to design their own 
pitch and insect football team linked to the story.  

Enhanced provision 
 
Children are to have the opportunity to create a 
trap for the robbers from the story. What could 
the animals use to help protect the farm?  

 

Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park. 
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 
Explore different materials freely, to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.  
Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.  
Join different materials and explore different textures. 
Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 
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Explore the instruments in 
the area. 
What sounds do they 
make? What is your 
favourite instrument to 
use and why? 
Which instrument makes 
the highest sound/lowest 
sound? Which is the 
loudest/quietest? 
 
Respond to what they have 
heard, expressing their 
thoughts and feelings.  

Music- chn to learn familiar songs (incy wincy 
spider and little miss tuffet) Learn some songs 
and using characters from songs on lollipop sticks 
to enhance. 
 
Can they add a dance to their music/song? 
 
Collective worship- introduce some songs  
 
 

Music- chn to learn new familiar songs (the ants go 
marching)  
Learn some songs and using characters from songs 
on lollipop sticks to enhance. 
Chn encouraged to add instruments and think 
about how they can sing together to make a nice 
sound.  
 
Collective worship- continue to practise and learn 
songs  
 
 

Chn to use instruments to create sounds for 
different animals on the farm from out stimulus 
text.   
 
Music- chn continue to work on learning familiar 
nursery rhymes.  
 
Collective worship- continue to practise and learn 
songs 
 

 

Remember and sing entire songs 
Play instruments with increasing control to express their feelings and ideas. 
Explore and engage in music making as a solo or in a group- can they add dance to their music 
Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills. 
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody. 
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Painting- 
Children to have the 
colours green, red, yellow 
and blue on a caterpillar. 
Children are to name the 
colours. 
 
 
Make and Do 
Create a minibeast to use 
in role play. 
 
Encourage discussion 
amongst the children: 
What colour is your 
minibeast? Why? What 
does it remind you of? Is 
it real or have you made it 
up? Where does it live? 
How many legs does it 
have? Does it have wings? 
What is special about it? 
See C&L. 

Painting- 
Children are to re create the green, red, yellow 
and blue caterpillar and create their own- pre 
made template then children have the freedom to 
create their Make and Do 
Create a minibeast to use in role play. 
 
Encourage discussion amongst the children: 
What colour is your minibeast? Why? What does 
it remind you of? Is it real or have you made it 
up? Where does it live? How many legs does it 
have? Does it have wings? What is special about 
it? 
See C&L. own caterpillar and colour mix.  
 
Explore colour and colour mixing.  
Return to and build on their previous learning, 
refining ideas and their ability to represent them 
 

Chn to identify then copy the colours of a given 
caterpillar. Chn extended to create their own and 
label.  
Editing and improving of work- can they make it 
better? Work to all be displayed. Chn can ‘replace’ 
when they feel prouder of an improved piece.  
 
See PD fine motor for further activities/skills 
taught.   
 
Explore colour and colour mixing.  
Return to and build on their previous learning, 
refining ideas and their ability to represent them 
 
See enhanced provision plan  

Chn to make their own caterpillar. Use of colour 
mixing to paint their design or using card to do so.  
 
See PD fine motor for further activities/skills 
taught.   
 
Explore colour and colour mixing.  
Return to and build on their previous learning, 
refining ideas and their ability to represent them. 

 


