
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Catch up Programme Approach (Overview) 

Our Approach 

• children’s mental health and wellbeing is prioritised on return after whole school or bubble closures 
• baseline assessments after school closures 
• key core objectives in reading, writing and maths are prioritised  
• all core skills in reading, writing and maths are applied and embedded in every subject, every day 

• transitions ensure that gaps in learning and the curriculum are identified and communicated with the next year group  

• half termly pupil progress meetings to discuss each individual child’s emotional wellbeing, attainment targets, progress, 

and current attainment  

• rich stimulus and engaging topics continue to ensure we maintain a broad and balanced curriculum following the school’s 

subject approaches to promote the wider development of our children (See “Find out more about our curriculum!’ where 

subject approaches are available) 

• quality first top ups that are responsive to children’s needs based on ongoing informal assessment 

• personalised and targeted interventions are in place and monitored for impact  

• high quality provision is in place to ensure smooth and swift transitions into remote home learning should there be 

bubble/whole school closures  

Further Explanation Behind the Approach 

The school uses a range of strategies to capture pupil voice and support children’s mental health and wellbeing. Any concerns 

are raised with parents and carers quickly.  

Baseline assessments are additional to the usual half termly summative assessments and can be in the form of observations, 

discussions, short tasks, and standardised assessments.  

Key core objectives are identified for each class in reading, writing and maths informed by baseline assessments and the 

‘basics’ needed for success in that year group. For example, full stops and capital letters in writing for Year 1 and written methods 

for the four operations in maths in Year 5, etc. This is also embedded into our daily maths KIRF (Key Instant Recall Facts) target 

activities and our BEE Zone activities (Basic English Editing) which support the basics in writing.  

All non-core lessons, for example, History, Geography and Art, have a key core skill running alongside that lesson’s learning 

objective. This gives the children the opportunity to apply and embed either reading, writing or maths in their lesson and ensure 

that key core skills are kept bubbling daily. For example, writing a diary entry in History in role as a Roman in Year 4 and collecting 

data and presenting it in a bar chart in Geography etc. 

At the end of each year, transition meetings are held between current and next class teachers. Information about whole class 

curriculum coverage, strengths, and areas to develop and individual pupil progress, attainment and gaps in learning are 

shared to ensure smooth transition into the next year group.  

Half termly pupil progress meetings are held between class teachers and the School Assessment Coordinator to discuss each 

individual child’s emotional wellbeing, attainment targets (that are set at the beginning of the year) current attainment and 

progress. Next steps are discussed that inform future planning, interventions, and specific support for individual children.  

Rich stimuli and engaging topics continue to be used to ensure we maintain a broad and balanced curriculum to promote the 

wider development of our children. Detailed approaches to all our subjects can be found on our school website on 

https://www.stjosephswetherby.com/classes/find-out-more-about-our-curriculum/ . 

Quality first top up sessions are delivered to whole class, small groups, and individual pupils to ensure that children are secure 

with key concepts in core areas. These are responsive to the children’s needs and are based on ongoing informal assessment. 

Personalised and targeted interventions are in place and monitored for impact. These are planned based on ongoing informal 

assessment as well as formal, summative assessment. These are personalised based on individual pupils’ specific needs. Our 

School Intervention Leader supports all class teachers and support staff to plan and deliver high quality interventions as well as 

monitoring the impact of interventions that are in place. 

We have high quality provision in place to support smooth and swift transition into remote home learning should there be a 

bubble or whole school closure. More detail about our remote home learning provision in place can be found on our school website 

on https://www.stjosephswetherby.com/classes/learning-at-home/ .  

We have allocated our catch-up premium grant to support all the above, including the employment of additional teachers and 

support staff. More details about how we have allocated our catch-up premium grant can be found in our catch-up premium 

expenditure report.  
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