
Computing  

This half term we will be focusing on online safety, whilst using computer equipment and iPads. The main message from 
this learning will be to STOP BLOCK TELL if anything makes them uncomfortable whilst online. We will then be looking at 
the basics of operating a computer and iPad, including how to turn on, login and access homework platforms independently.  

Science 

Materials  

Our fist science topic in Year 1 will be materials. We will begin this topic recapping vocabulary that the children already 
have linked to materials, before introducing new vocabulary to describe properties of materials. The children will then 
sort materials into different groups and record their findings in a table. Following on from this the children will begin 

their own investigations into floating and sinking, observing, testing and recording their findings.    

Mathematics 

We will start the half term by recapping our mathematical learning from FS2 and applying this in a range of carousel activities to 
ensure that these skills are embedded. We will then move onto focusing on place value. As part of this learning we will explore 

tens and ones, greater than, less than and equal to and addition and subtraction. We will also have KIRF time each morning where 
our focus will be to count forwards and backwards to 100 from any number. We will start this by recapping 0-20 and then moving 
up through the tens until we get to 100. This learning will be done through a variety of hands on learning activities, inside and out 

of the classroom, along with songs, chants and written work.  

 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside!  

Autumn Term 1 2021 

Year 1 

Welcome back! We have missed all of your 
smiling faces. We are so excited to open 
our doors to you again and can’t wait to 
welcome you all into Year 1! We hope you 
had a restful and happy summer holiday. 
 

Year 1 Staff:  
Miss Collier 
Mrs Armitage 
Miss Hazar  

If you have any queries or concerns you 
would like to discuss, please contact the 
office to arrange a telephone call or an 
appointment with me.  

 Important Dates 
 

PE lessons will take place on a Tuesday 
and Friday– please send your child into 
school on these days in their full PE kit 

with trainers.  
 

PLEASE label all uniform, including 
pumps PLEASE only bring in wellington 

boots when asked.  
 

Please ensure you sign your child’s reading 
diary by the end of the week.  

 

 
 
 

 

RE  

Our RE topic this half term is God’s Great Plan. We will be starting our topic by having pictures of our wonderful world 
and asking questions about our world and God’s plan. We will then start our topic by recapping the creation story. Children 
will then have the opportunity to explore their role in God’s world and how we should look after it. We will then move onto 
hearing the story of Noah’s Ark and the symbolism of the rainbow representing God’s love for us. We will finish our topic 

by looking at some prayers linked to God’s Great Plan and Creation.  

English 

This term our topic for English we will be focusing on the seaside, a topic chosen by the children! Our focus book for the 
half term will be “The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch”. Our English journey will start with a holiday recount so we can discuss 
the exciting adventures the children have been on, making links to our topic. Afterwards, we will be moving on to reading 
our focus text and solving Mrs Grinlings problems, writing letters with advice on how to keep the seagulls away. As part 

of this learning we will be planning our writing, writing the content, editing and improving our work.  In guided reading, we 
will be focusing on seaside themed texts, exploring fiction and non fiction. We will be inferring what characters are 

thinking or feeling, as well as discussing the key events and ideas surrounding the stories and information in the texts. 
We will also continue to work through our phonics together and keep progressing through the SoundsWrite programme. 
This half term, all of the class will begin with a recap of some of the initial code before continuing to move through the 

extended code. We will be learning to read and write words with these sounds.  



Music 

The children will be continuing their music lessons with Miss Hutchinson this half term. The focus 
will be on sounds of the seaside! The children will listen to music, begin to recognise sounds and in-

struments and then compose and play their own as part of a group.  

PE 

This half term the children will be focusing on ball games in PE. They will be learning new games 
such as dodge ball, slam ball and rugby! During this learning they will be developing and improving 

their throwing and catching skills from FS2.  

Art/Design and Technology 

This half term we are focusing on food as part of our Design and Technology learning. 
Linked to our focus book “The Lighthouse Keepers Lunch” the children will be reviewing Mr 

Grinling’s lunch and making their own healthy sandwiches for him to try.  

History/Geography 

 

As part of our topic “Oh, I do like to be beside the seaside!” we will be exploring our seaside towns. 
We will start by using maps and Arial photos to find where our seaside towns are. We will then be 
moving on to identifying human and physical features that you can find at the seaside. Following on 
from this we will be looking into the seaside of the past and the similarities and differences be-

tween then and now. We will then bring all of this together and focus on the seaside town of Whit-
by, becoming tour guides and creating our own maps of the main attractions. To complete the topic 
we will be focusing on islands, including the UK and surrounding Islands, identifying their key fea-

tures. A lot of exciting learning to come! 

PSHE 

This half terms theme will be around looking after the children’s bodies and minds. We will begin 
the half term recapping school rules and routines, encompassing the schools mission statement. We 
will then be focusing on healthy eating, exercise and the importance of kindness and understanding.  

    Homework 
In response to parent feedback, some homework will be paper based rather than online: 
 

• Mathletics/Spelling Shed/ Reading Eggs tasks are set on a Tuesday and due the follow-
ing Monday. 

• Reading 4 times per week for 15 minutes minimum but longer is preferable to build reading stamina. 

• Homework tasks linked to our Topic this half term (see the homework grid on the website). 
 

Please visit the Homework section at the bottom of the Year 1 web page on our school website to find optional tasks to 
support your child’s learning this half term. 
 

Our homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 

Parent/guardian support at home is invaluable in your child’s learning and at our school we are so thankful and 
grateful for the excellent support you provide. Please continue to support your child at home, particularly with 

their reading, and KIRFs. For this half term, your child must read their school reading book 4x a week for at least 
10 minutes at a time. Please ensure that your child is reading aloud as well as independently as this helps their un-
derstanding and comprehension of what they are reading. It is also beneficial for your child to hear an adult read-

ing aloud to them. This is proven to support children with reading fluency and enjoyment for reading too. 

As always, if you need any further support with your child’s learning or have any questions about their development 
please do not hesitate to contact myself by making an appointment via the school office.  

MFL 

We will begin this half term by introducing French to the children. We will start by learning about 
France as a country and the value in learning French as a second language. We will then begin to 

learn basic French greetings that the children can say to one another.  


