
 

 
Year Group: 4 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 
Half Term Overview Planner 

Summer 2 2020-2021 
Theme: Ancient Egyptians 

 
Teacher: Miss A. Hegedüs 
 

 Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4  Week 5 Week 6 
 

Week 7 

RE 
 

Church 

To understand that the Church is 
a family. 
To understand that the Church is 
‘good news’ for people. 
 
We will explore how our school 
helps us to belong to the Church. 
We will make links to all our prior 
learning and plan and write a 
letter. 
 
We will also learn about Sikhism. 
 
English core skills: Writing a 
letter 

To know about 
the different 
seasons in the 
Church’s year. 
 
We will think 
about why 
these times are 
important for 
us. 
Maths core 
skills: Time 
(days, weeks, 
months, years) 
Burn2Learn 
 

To know about the 
Communion of Saints 
and the Holy Souls. 
 
We will reflect on how 
they can help us. 
English core skills: 
Reading 
comprehension 
 

To know 
about God’s 
call to 
individuals. 
 
We will 
reflect on 
the 
responses. 
English core 
skills: Giving 
a 
presentation 
As a link to 
British 
Values, we 
will discuss 
how it is 
important 
respect 
public 
institutions 
and services 
in England. 

To deepen our understanding of 
Mary. 
 
We will reflect on how Mary can 
help all of us. 
English core skills: Diary entry 

English 
 

Writing to 
Entertain 

Traditional story in an Egyptian setting 
Milestone 2: To discuss writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and learn from its 
structure and vocabulary. 

Narrative inspired by Egyptian characters/setting 
Milestone 2: To use expanded noun phrases.  
Milestone 2: To plan writing by discussing and recording 
ideas. 



 
Class text:  

The Egyptian 
Cinderella 

by Shirley Climo 
Text types: 
-traditional 
story in an 

Egyptian setting 
-first person 

narrative 
writing 

(settings, 
character, plot) 

 
Burn2Learn 

opportunities 
used in various 

ways throughout 
the lessons e.g. 

beach ball 
bonanza, spelling 

aerobics, 
curriculum cups, 

whiteboard 
workout, 

treasure hunt, 
vocabulary 

bingo, 
vocabulary 
basketball 

We will consider how the traditional rags to riches story has been 
taken and placed in a different cultural setting. We will engage 
with the text through discussion, debate and drama to increase 
understanding of the story. We will be using comparative 
sentences, feeling words and action verbs as well as our thesaurus 
skills. 
Milestone 2: To plan writing by discussing and recording ideas. 
Milestone 2: To draft and write by organising paragraphs around a 
theme. 
Milestone 2: To edit and improve. 
We will draft, edit and present our narratives. 
 
Based on our understanding of story arches, the children will be 
able to plan and write their own stories set in the Egyptian time 
period. 

As we learn more about Egypt, we will plan and write our 
own narratives, this time with a different story arc and 
plot. We will build the story around Egyptian settings or 
characters and include topic specific vocabulary to interest 
the readers. 
Milestone 2: To draft and write by organising paragraphs 
around a theme. 
Milestone 2: To edit and improve. 
 

Reading focus: 
Making predictions. 
Explaining the meaning of words. 
Drawing inferences. 
Asking questions about the text. 
Identify main ideas from a paragraph. 
Summarise main ideas. 

SPaG focus: 
Fronted adverbials. 
Varied sentence openers. 
Using plural and possessive -s correctly. 
Using apostrophes to mark plural possession. 
To understand the terminology clause, subordinate clause.  
To express time, place and cause using co-ordinating and 
subordinating conjunctions.  
 

Mathematics 
 

Number: 
Decimals 

Measurement 
Statistics 

Decimals 
 
Tenths and 
Hundredths as 
decimals 

Decimals 
 
Comparing decimals 
Milestone 2: To compare numbers 
with the same number of decimal 
places (up to two decimal places). 

Statistics 
 
Interpret and present data 
Milestone 2: To interpret and 
present discrete and continuous data 
using appropriate graphical methods. 

Measurement: Time 
 
Converting between 
measurements 



Geometry 
 

Links made to 
the adventure 
theme through 

worded 
problems. E.g. 

using data from 
around the 

regions of the 
UK, calculating 

distances, 
looking at 

temperature 
differences. 

 
Burn2Learn 

opportunities 
used in various 

ways throughout 
the lessons e.g. 
treasure hunt, 

whiteboard 
workout, finger 

fit, post-it 
forward, hoop 

hop 

Milestone 2: To 
recognise and 
write decimal 
equivalents of 
any number of 
tenths or 
hundredths. 
 
Decimal 
equivalents of a 
quarter, half, 
three quarters 
Milestone 2: To 
recognise and 
write decimal 
equivalents of a 
quarter, half 
and three 
quarters. 

 
Rounding decimals 
Milestone 2: To round decimals 
with one decimal place to the 
nearest whole number. 
 
Problem solving with fractions and 
decimals 
Milestone 2: To solve simple 
measure and money problems 
involving fractions, and decimals 
with up to two decimal places. 
 
Measurement: Money  
 
Estimate, compare 
Milestone 2: To estimate, compare 
and calculate different measures, 
including money in pounds and 
pence. 
 
Problem-solving 
Milestone 2: To solve simple 
measure and money problems 
involving fractions and decimals. 

 
Problem-solving 
Milestone 2: To solve comparison, sum 
and difference problems using 
information presented in bar charts, 
pictograms, tables and other graphs. 
 
Geometry: Properties of Shapes 
Compare and classify 
Milestone 2: To compare and classify 
geometric shapes. 
 
Lines of symmetry 
Milestone 2: To identify lines of 
symmetry in 2D-shapes presented in 
different orientations. 
 
Geometry: Position and Direction 
Plotting and drawing 
Milestone 2: To plot specified points 
and draw sides to complete given 
polygon. 

Milestone 2: To convert between 
units of measure, e.g., hours to 
minutes. 
 
Read, write and convert time 
Milestone 2: To read, write and 
convert time between analogue 
and digital clocks. 
 
Problem-solving 
Milestone 2: To solve problems 
involving converting from hours 
to minutes, minutes to seconds, 
years to months, weeks to days. 
 
 

Science 
 

Plants 

Parts of Plants 
 
Milestone 2: To identify and 
describe the functions of 
different parts of 
flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and 
flowers. 

What Do Plants Need to 
Grow Well? 
 
Milestone 2: To explore the 
requirements of plants for 
life and growth 
(air, light, water, nutrients 
from soil, and room to grow). 

Fantastic Flowers 
Report on Findings 
 
Milestone 2: To explore the part 
that flowers play in the life 
cycle of flowering plants, 
including pollination, seed 
formation 
and seed dispersal.  

Moving Water 
 
Milestone 2: To investigate the 
way in which water is 
transported 
within plants. 
We will set up an experiment 
to compare how quickly water 
is transported in a plant.11 



Children will initially note 
down what they already 
know about plants. 
Milestone 2: Ask relevant 
questions. 
Children will generate 
questions around the topic. 
English core skills: 
Punctuating questions 
We will get familiar with 
the scientific vocabulary 
and name the parts of 
different plants and explain 
their jobs. Burn2Learn  

We will plan an investigation 
and take our initial 
recordings of our plants. 
Maths core skills: Measuring 
length, converting 
measurements, bar charts 
 
We will use our scientific 
findings to write about what 
plants need and to give 
instructions for how to best 
look after plants. 
English core skills: Writing a 
non-chronological report 
 

Milestone 2: To record findings 
and report on findings. 
 
We will investigate the parts of 
the flowers by dissecting them. 
We will also learn about the 
functions of these parts. 
English core skills: Sequencing 
sentences, PEE responses 
Maths core skills: Plotting points 
on line graphs 
 

We will demonstrate the 
movement of water through 
the stem. Burn2Learn 
Maths core skills: Create and 
label diagrams 
 
 

Computing 
 

To communicate 
ideas, work or 

messages 
professionally  

Using Search Technologies Effectively 
Milestone 2: To understand the term 
‘copyright’. 
We will explore how search engines work 
and how search results are ranked. We will 
discuss the meaning of copyright. 

Class Wiki  
Milestone 2: To contribute to a wiki moderated by the teacher. 
We will be using search engines for our research projects to find out more about 
ancient Egyptians. Our research will then be collated and presented as a class wiki. 
We will be planning the content we want to research and use Wikipedia as a 
reference for what wikis look like and include. 
We will review and edit our work as we add more information before publishing our 
class wiki page. 
English: Writing skills applied to record research 

History Focus 
Ancient 

Egyptians 
 

Investigate and 
interpret the 

past 

What we already know/Asking 
questions and exploring 
vocabulary/Exploring sources 
 
We will explore what we already 
know about ancient Egypt and we 
will come up with questions we 
want to research about the time 
period.  
We will use historical sources to 
find out more and we will explore 
the vocabulary choices to describe 
the ancient culture.  

Drama/Research  
 
 
We will use drama and research to 
investigate the life of ancient Egyptians. 
Maths core skills: Calculating the 
numbers of years between the key 
events from the ancient Egyptian period. 
Milestone 2: Describe the characteristic 
features of the past, including ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children. 

Diary entry 
 
We will plan and write a diary entry as Howard 
Carter when he found the tomb of 
Tutankhamun. 
English core skills: Diary writing 
Milestone 2: To use appropriate historical 
vocabulary to communicate information about 
the past. 



English core skills: Reading 
comprehension 
Milestone 2: To use evidence to 
ask questions and find answers to 
questions about the past.  
 

Geography 
Egypt 

 
To investigate 

places 

Subject specific vocab – rag rate 
Grid to locate things on the map 
 
We will learn about Egypt’s 
physical and human geography. We 
will use a range of resources to 
find out more about Egypt. 
Maths core skills: Finding positions 
of points on a grid. 
Milestone 2: To describe key 
aspects of physical geography. 
Milestone 2: To use 
maps/atlases/digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and 
describe features. 

Analyse statistics (temperature/rainfall 
etc) and draw conclusions about the 
location 
 
We will explore and analyse statistical 
information about Egypt to be able to 
draw conclusions about the region. 
Maths core skills: Statistics 
Milestone 2: To use a range of resources 
to identify physical and human features 
of a location. 

River Nile/Read around the subject/ 
Plan and write a non-chronological report 
 
We will learn about the Nile and how it 
supports the lives of people living in Egypt. We 
will express our findings about the River Nile 
and Egypt in a non-chronological report. 
Milestone 2: To explain own views about 
locations, giving reasons. 
English core skills: Writing a non-chronological 
report 

Art  
Painting 

 
DT 

Take inspiration 
from design 
throughout 

history 
 

Ancient 
Egyptian Art 

Art/DT- Evaluate 
Milestone 2: To evaluate existing artwork/product. 
Children will evaluate Egyptian necklace designs.  
English core skills: Using adjectives and conjunctions 
We will also evaluate the artwork of Bridget Riley, 
who visited Egypt and after seeing the ancient tombs 
created her paintings. 
Art/DT- Plan 
Milestone 2: To sketch and annotate. 
Milestone 2: To design with purpose. 
Children will plan how they will create their necklaces 
and what materials they will use. They will sketch 
their design and decide on a colour scheme to use. 

Art/DT- Do 
Learn and practise skills and techniques of painting and working with 
different materials. We will experiment with different brush strokes 
and colour mixing. 
Milestone 2: To mix colours effectively. 
Milestone 2: To apply appropriate cutting and shaping techniques and 
select appropriate joining techniques. 
Milestone 2: To use a number of brush techniques using thick and thin 
brushes to produce shapes, textures, patterns and lines. 
 
Art/DT- Review 
Milestone 2: To evaluate our artwork/design. 
Children evaluate their finished product. Comment on what went well and 
what could be improved. 
English core skills: Using P.E.E. 



MFL 
 

News 
 

Days of the week and months of 
the year 
What is the date? 
Milestone 2: To write short 
phrases. 
Session 2 of New Primary French. 
Burn2Learn 

What is in the news? 
Milestone 2: To read short texts independently. 
Milestone 2: To read and understand the main 
points in short written texts. 
Burn2Learn 
 
 

What is on television? 
Milestone 2: To ask and answer 
questions. 
Burn2Learn 

Music 
 

Composing and 
performing 

Milestone 2: To show control of 
voice and sing in tune.  
We will explore songs relating to 
our Egyptian topic where the 
children will be able to sing along 
and practise singing in tune. 
 

Milestone 2: To choose, order, combine 
and control sounds. 
 
We will explore how we can create our 
own music by using technologies to 
compose pieces of music. 
 
 

Milestone 2: To perform as part of a team. 
 
We will be sharing our compositions with the 
class as we play and evaluate each of the 
musical pieces we come up with. 

PE 
 

Outdoor games 
 

PE Partner: Cricket 
Milestone 2: To throw a 
ball up and hit it with a 
cricket bat (no 
bounce). 
To improve my ability to 
strike a moving ball with 
a bat. 

PE Partner: End zone games 
Milestone 2: To control and 
retain possession of a hockey 
ball which is 
passed to me. 
To improve how I use my body 
to control the ball in hockey. 

PE Partner: Outdoor and 
adventurous 
Milestone 2: To help a 
teammate navigate a course 
with clear instructions. 
To improve my 
understanding of how maps 
work. 

PE Partner: Outdoor and adventurous 
Milestone 2: To create a task and 
explain the rules to others. 
To improve my understanding of rules 
and how to explain them. 
 
 

PSHE 
 

Growing Up and 
Changing 

NSPCC – Speak Out, Stay Safe 
 
To know children’s rights. 

• Speak out and be heard 
• Be safe 
• Get help when they need it 

 
Living in Leeds Fortnight 
Focus on British Values – to show 
mutual respect for and tolerance 
of those with different faiths and 
beliefs, and for those without 
faith. 

Changing emotions and behaviour 
 
We will learn how growing up affects 
emotions and behaviour and strategies 
for dealing with these changes. 
 

Feelings in relationships 
 
We will learn strategies to 
deal with feelings in 
the context of relationships. 
We will discuss how to 
empathise with other people’s 
feelings. 
 

Activities to 
support 
transition to 
Year 5 
End of year 
reflections 

 


