
 

 

 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 
 

Year 2 staff: Mrs Hemming, Mrs 

Baranyai and Mrs Harris  

 

Mrs Hemming - Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday 

Mrs Baranyai - Thursday and Friday 

 

             

Important Days 
Monday & Wednesday 

PE lessons – Full kits needed with trainers. 

Gymnastics and Games this half term 

Reading Eggs set to be completed by the 

following Monday. 
 

Wednesday 

Maths and English in the woods- Wellies and 

coats essential 

Friday 

Mathletics and spelling shed homework set to 

be completed by the following Friday. 
 

 

 

 

RE  
Our topic this half-term is ‘The Church is Born’. We will start our topic by giving the children the opportunity to know that when the 

apostles received the Holy Spirit, they also spread the good news. The children will be taught that we too can spread the good news and we 

will think of different ways that we can spread the Good News. We will then learn about the early Christian community and how we are part 

of this Christian community. Towards the end of out RE topic we will learn about Peter’s escape from prison, and reflect on the meaning of 

the story. We will also have an opportunity to learn about other faiths this half term when we learn about the History of the Olympics and 

the different counties that take part in the Olympics. 
 

 English 
Over this half term our reading and writing learning will be based around our stories The Castle of Adventure and Hetty’s Unicorn. We will 

be encouraging children to learn parts of a story off by heart using pictures and actions. The children will then have the opportunity to use 

adjectives, a variety of sentence openers, conjunctions and the correct tense to create their own castle story set in Spofforth castle. We 

will also be teaching the children how to create suspense when writing stories and adding in lots of detail about story settings and the 

characters. The children will also get opportunities to explore and write different types of poetry – acrostic poems and limericks which we 

are sure will make them giggle! The children will be focusing on making sure they spell their spellings correctly when writing. 

 

All children will continue to have discrete phonics lessons during the week. We will be following the sounds write programme. We will also be 

working hard on our inference and fluency in our guided reading sessions. We would also like you to know about any books your child reads 

at home. Please encourage them to complete a book review on a balloon and colour it in. We have attached the template we would like the to 

use. We will them add the balloon to our new reading challenge!  

 

 

  

                                    Topic: Medieval Britain  
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Mathematics 
This half term we will be completing our Year 2 Maths learning journey and preparing the children for their next steps into Year 3. We will 

be starting the half term off by describing movement and turns. We will then move onto learning about the clock and telling the time to 

quarter past, quarter too and at five-minute intervals. It would be great if you can encourage children to tell the time at home on clocks 

around the house. The children will then move on to learning about mass, capacity and using a thermometer. We will be measuring objects in 

grams and kilograms, and looking at different containers that hold liquid, measuring in milliliters and liters. We will hopefully do some 

baking linked to our mass topic- The Great Year 2 bake off!! We will continue to focus of word problems and maths challenges in our 

outdoor lessons liked to our maths core skills. We will have daily KIRF lessons when we come in on a morning to work on our targets and 

apply our times tables. This half term our KIRF targets are to divide by 10 and 100, and to start to learn their 4 times table.  

 

 

Art 
In Art, we are going to be very busy. We will the half term by learning how to weave with paper. The children will then be given the 

opportunity to learn a new skill of creating a sculpture using rolled up paper – it will require lots of concentration! Then we will use a 

different paper technique to make an Olympic torch to launch our mini-Olympic week! The children will also have opportunities do weaving in 

the woods with natural materials and make an Olympic t-shirt using a dip dye technique! 

 

 

 

Computing 
This half term, we will have a big focus on Keeping Safe Online and teach the children how to keep themselves safe online. We will read the book 

Clickin’ Chicken – a child-friendly book with an important message that the children can relate to. We will also teach the children how to identify 

appropriate websites, and most importantly, what to do if they feel unsafe whenever they are online. They will also learn about emails and how to 

send an email.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+josephs+catholic+primary+school+wetherby&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EP1xncioK6CDaM&tbnid=iii5NypzaeJxjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjosephswetherby.com%2Fschool%2Fmission-statement-2%2F&ei=KPMPUbbFOKjT0QXCkoDgDA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFvlZXysJ4iHscRHH3gUSU8r0bhBA&ust=1360086171760995


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 
This half term the children will have two PE sessions. On a Monday the children will be taking part in games lesson working on team building. 

We will be exploring how to hit a ball in different game situations. We will also have an opportunity for a mini-Year 2 Dodgeball challenge and 

a mini-Olympics linked to our topic. On Wednesday, children will be learning new skills in their game’s lessons with PE partner. We will 

continue to learn how to negotiate space, work as a team and learn new tactics for the games we play. We will continue to encourage the 

children to use some of their games they learn in PE, to play at break and lunch times with their peers. 

 
 

Science 
 This half term we will begin by focusing on Sound and Hearing. We will be doing lots of practical science activities. We will also begin to learn 

about the Earth’s movement in space and how this affects seasonal changes. The children will also have opportunities to draw comparisons 

between weather and the different seasons and day length. The children will then have lots of fun learning about Forces, Movement and 

Magnets. We will be investigating forces we can apply to make things happen, with bikes and scooters. We will also investigate magnets and 

magnetic forces. 

 It’s going to be lots of fun, with lots of outside learning! 

Homework 
• Reading - The children will have two books sent home every other week linked to our Sounds Write phonics programme. We will also 

be setting weekly challenges on reading eggs for your children to access.  

• Mathletics tasks will be set every Friday. The tasks will be set according to what the children have been learning that week during 

their Maths and KIRF lessons.  

• Spelling Shed – Will be updated every Friday with spelling that are also in the spelling books. 

• Reading Eggs – Updated every two weeks- please go on fast phonics every week too 

• Practising cursive handwriting. 

 

 

Topic  

New topic- Medieval Britain 
This half term we have decided to learn all about Medieval Britain. It was a tricky choice, as the children came up with some fantastic ideas 

for our last topic in Year 2! We will be weaving the children’s ideas of what they wanted to learn into our topic. We will start our topic by 

learning about Famous Castles around Britain. We will locate them on a map of the British Isles. We will then learn about parts of a castle 

and look at photographs. We are hoping to take a trip to Spofforth Castle at the start of our topic to explore the ruins. We will then look at 

the land use and landmarks in York, and explore York Castle. If we can, we will take a trip to York too to explore the Castle and the walls 

around the city. The children will then have the opportunity to learn about the History of the Olympics and study the Tokyo 2021 Olympics. 

We will finish our topic by comparing the city of York to Tokyo listing the similarities and differences. We will have a Year 2 Mini Olympics in 

the final weeks of the half term- trying out a selection of Olympic events.  

 

Ways to Help Your Child 
As we learn so much at school, an extra that you can do at home is a bonus. At the same time, we feel that the best help you can give them is 

learning in their natural environment, and giving them experiences that support our learning in each topic. For example, this half term you 

could get your child to make a castle and label its parts, visit a castle and encourage your child to take pictures of the parts of a castle, build 

a castle out of different media and create your own mini-Olympics at home in your garden.  

 

We would really appreciate it if you could make time to help your child practise their spellings. The children will continue to get new spellings 

in their spelling book every Friday and we have our spelling quiz on a Friday too (which the children take very seriously!) Please make sure your 

child’s spelling book is in school every Friday. 

 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their homework diaries; listening 

to your child will improve their reading ability compared to leaving them to read alone. In addition, your child will have an advantage in English 

if YOU read a book to them regularly!  

 

Please also visit the library so children can challenge themselves in reading new books linked to our topic and what they are interested in. 

Please come and see a member of Year 2 if you would like any support in helping your child at home or if you have any concerns. 

 

 

PSHE 
In PSHE, we will begin by discussing the NSPCC’’s “Pants are Private” initiative to help the children understand how to keep safe and that 

their body belongs to them and we will also have focus on the NSPCC’s Speak Out Stay Safe campaign.   

For more information see the NSPCC website www.nspcc.org.uk  

To coincide with our Mini Olympic weeks, we be thinking about how we can keep active and try to have at least 60 active minutes every day. 

We will also be making plenty of time for children to share their feelings about their upcoming transition to year 3. 

http://www.nspcc.org.uk/

