
 

 

 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 
 

Year 2 staff: Mrs Hemming, Mrs 

Baranyai and Mrs Harris  

 

Mrs Hemming - Monday, Tuesday and 

Wednesday 

Mrs Baranyai - Thursday and Friday 

 

        
 

Important Days 
Monday & Wednesday 

PE lessons – Full kits needed with trainers. 

Gymnastics and Games this half term 

Reading Eggs set to be completed by the 

following Monday. 
 

Wednesday 

Maths and English the woods- Wellies and 

coats essential 

Friday 

Mathletics and spelling shed homework set to 

be completed by the following Friday. 
 

 

 

 

RE  
Our topic this half-term is ‘Eastertide’. This topic follows on from what we were learning in our RE lessons last half term as we built up to 

our celebration of Easter. We will start by learning about Jesus’s resurrection and have the chance to ask questions and hot seat to find 

out more about his resurrection. We will then learn about Jesus appearing to the disciples. Children will listen to the story from the bible, 

and then have the opportunity to retell the story through drama, thinking about the emotions the disciples had. Towards the end of our RE 

learning journey, we will learn about Jesus going back to Heaven. We will also learn about the disciples receiving the Holy Spirit and how 

this is called the Pentecost.  

 
English 

Over this half term our reading and writing learning will be based around the story Town is by the Sea. Children will listen to this short 

novel analysing the story and will have the opportunity to apply their knowledge of punctuation to improve extracts from the book. As the 

book is a recount, we will then think carefully about the features of a recount and then will plan, write, edit and improve their own. Children 

then will focus on poetry and will be immersed in poetry and revisit the features of poems. Children will be given the opportunity to focus 

on similes, write shape poems, acrostic poems and poems that incorporate their SPAG knowledge of nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs. 

The children will also have the opportunity to explore features of non-fiction texts, to create some non-fiction pieces of writing, learning 

about headings and glossaries all linked to the theme of Sustainability and Living Simply. 

 

All children will continue to have discrete phonics lessons during the week. We will be following the Sounds Write programme. We will also 

be working hard on our inference and fluency in our guided reading sessions. This half term we would like all children to take part in our new 

reading challenge.  
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Mathematics 
This half term we will be learning all about the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. Children will have the opportunity to make patterns with 

2D and 3D shapes and be encouraged to use shape vocabulary. We will then move onto learning about symmetry and finding lines of 

symmetry in shapes. We will then move onto learning about measuring lengths and comparing lengths of objects.  During the half term we 

will be emending our core skills in maths. We will be revisiting adding and subtracting two-digit numbers, number bonds and applying our 

times tables.  We will be going to the woods every Wednesday to take our maths outdoors. There will be a focus of word problems and 

maths challenges in our outdoor lessons liked to our maths core skills. We will have daily KIRF lessons when we come in on a morning to work 

on our targets and apply our times tables. This half term our KIRF targets are to know how many minutes are in ¼ of an hour and tell the 

time to quarter past, quarter to and twenty past & twenty to the hour. Please work on these at home with your child. 
 

 

DT 
This half term we will be linking our Design and Technology to the Underground topic and our aim will be to create coal mining carts. The 

children will be asked to research carts and design their own cart that must be able to stand, move and carry objects. The children will 

investigate how to use equipment to make products that have winding mechanisms and levers and then they will be given the opportunity to 

master practical skills of drilling, nailing and screwing to strengthen their carts. 
 

 

 

Computing 
This half term we will be linking our computing to our underground topic. Children will learn how to use their positional language to direct a 

character around a screen. This will advance through different levels. Children will then create their own plan/map of an underground 

tunnel. Children will use the skills they have learnt on the IPAD to direct a beebot through their own tunnel. Children will evaluate their 

directions and adjust to ensure their beebot makes it through their tunnel!  
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=st+josephs+catholic+primary+school+wetherby&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=EP1xncioK6CDaM&tbnid=iii5NypzaeJxjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stjosephswetherby.com%2Fschool%2Fmission-statement-2%2F&ei=KPMPUbbFOKjT0QXCkoDgDA&bvm=bv.41867550,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNFvlZXysJ4iHscRHH3gUSU8r0bhBA&ust=1360086171760995


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 
This half term the children will have two PE sessions per week. On a Monday the children will be following on from the gymnastics skills they 

learnt in the Autumn term. We will be putting sequences together, and performing our sequences on a variety of apparatus. On Wednesday, 

children will be learning new skills in their games lessons with PE partner. We will be learning how to negotiate space, work as a team and 

learn new tactics for the games we play. We will continue to encourage the children to use some of their games they learn in PE, to play at 

break and lunch times with their peers. 

 
 

Science 
This half term, the children will be learning all about plants. They will conduct various experiments to observe what a seed or a bulb needs to 

grow most effectively. The children will also spend lots of time outside, observing plants and trees. Children will be given the opportunity to 

observe seeds and bulbs closely and cut them in half and into quarters to look inside them. The children will look at the lifecycle of a 

sunflower and re-enact this using drama. Throughout this half term, children will use have lots of opportunities to plant seeds and bulbs and 

link their maths skills by measuring and comparing plants that are exposed to different environments. If you are doing any gardening at home, 

please involve your child so they can share their experiences in school.  

Homework 
• Reading - The children will have two books sent home every other week linked to our Sounds Write phonics programme. We will also 

be setting weekly challenges on reading eggs for your children to access.  

• Mathletics - Tasks will be set every Friday. The tasks will be set according to what the children have been learning that week 

during their Maths and KIRF lessons.  

• Spelling Shed – Will be updated every week with topic related spellings. 

• Reading Eggs – Updated frequently. 

• Practising cursive handwriting. 

 

 

Topic  

New topic- Underground 
This half term we have decided to learn all about life underground with links to sustainability. Our topic will start by children looking at 

pictures of things underground and making links to any learning they have done previously. They will be encouraged to make predictions about 

what we will be learning this half term.  Our next lesson will link to life in the coal mines and what it was like working down the mine and the 

importance of energy coal provided. We will then move onto learning about Isambard Kingdom Brunel and also make links back to Florence 

Nightingale and her life in the trenches. We will then have a look at the London Underground, making links to Isambard Kingdom Brunel. We 

will look at the history of the Underground and link it to our computing lessons. Our final lessons of the half term will have links to local 

history in Leeds. We will learn about the Industrial revolution and what factories in Leeds were used for, making links to sources of energy 

and the Victorians.  

 

Ways to Help Your Child 
As we learn so much at school, any extra that you can do at home is a bonus. At the same time, we feel that the best help you can give your 

child is learning in their natural environment, and giving them experiences that support our learning in each topic. For example, this half term 

you could get your child to create a habitat for an animal that lives underground or maybe visit the Thackeray Medical museum or Armley Mills 

(when they reopen). 

Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book each night and write each time you listen to them read in their 

homework diaries; listening to your child will improve their reading ability compared to leaving them to read alone. In addition, your child will 

have an advantage in English if YOU read a book to them regularly!  

Please also visit the library so children can challenge themselves in reading new books linked to our topic as well as what they are interested 

in. Please come and see a member of the Year 2 team if you would like any support in helping your child at home or if you have any concerns. 

 

PSHE 
Our PSHE theme this half term is ‘Medicines and Me’. If they feel comfortable doing so, children will have the opportunity to share times 

when they might have been ill and what medication they might have needed. Children will look at different scenarios and decide what to do to 

help the characters, emphasising that not all injuries or illnesses need a doctor. Children will look carefully at medicine instructions and learn 

about the importance of reading them carefully, ensuring that children know the safety rules around medicines. This theme will be taught 

with sensitivity to children’s experiences and we will be mindful of the fact that discussions may centre around current global events. 


