
 

    

      

                                       

 
  
         

    
 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                          *** 
Year 3 staff: Mrs Hodgson, Mr Cooper, 

Mrs Lowe and Miss Ozsoy 

 

 

*** 

 
If you have any queries or concerns you would 

like to discuss, please do not hesitate to make 

an appointment with me. 

 

Important Days 
Wednesday & Thursday 

PE lessons – full kits needed with trainers. 
 

Wednesday 

Spelling test each Weds. New mathletics, 

reading eggs and spelling shed challenges set. 

Friday-Diaries to be signed and reading 

recorded. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation-Sessions nurturing 

your child’s faith learning journey will take place 

in school time on a Friday afternoon starting on 

Friday 23rd April. We will be using the ‘We 

prepare for Reconciliation’ book so please 

ensure your child has this book in school with 

them on Fridays. 

 
 

 

 

 

Science-Animals and Humans 
Year 3 will be continuing with their science topic on Animals and Humans. The children will build on their understanding of what a balanced 

diet is and develop their key core maths skills of comparing numbers on food labels, to interpret their nutritional values. During this half 

term, the children will also identify that humans and some animals have skeletons and muscles for support, protection and movement. They 

will also be working scientifically to investigate whether males or females have the largest skull. They will be making careful observations, 

taking accurate measurements using standard units whilst using a range of equipment. Working scientifically, Year 3 will gather, record and 

present data in a variety of ways whilst investigating this topic. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RE  

The new RE topic is called ‘Easter and Pentecost’.  In this topic, the children will learn that God the Father raised Jesus from the dead on 

Easter Sunday. Following on from this the children will learn that because Jesus rose from death to new life, we have hope that we will too. 

Year 3 will have an opportunity to know the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit and how it changed the disciples. Finally, we will reflect 

on times when we need the power of the Holy Spirit. We will also be preparing for the children to take the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

 

English 

Punctuation and vocabulary will be a key priority this half term so we will revisit and practise using capital letters, full stops, commas, 

question marks, exclamation marks and speech marks. We will continue using ‘The Boy who grew dragons’, which we will use for writing 

stories about owning our own pet dragons. Following this, we will be reading ‘The Minpins’, written by Roald Dahl. We will use this book as a 

stimulus for revisiting how to use speech marks and what adverbial phrases are. We will be writing character descriptions and narrative 

stories. We will take ownership of our writing to make sure we edit and self- assess our learning. The children will ensure they are using 

their writing targets in each lesson. In handwriting, we will be focusing on forming letters of a consistent size and using joined-up cursive 

handwriting. We will be completing guided reading sessions on a daily basis. 
 

Geography- Europe 
Within our topic this half term, we will be continuing with our topic ‘What a wonderful world’. We will focus on naming and locating the 

countries of Europe and identify their main physical and human characteristics.  We will describe the geographical similarities and 

differences between countries. The children will also be writing a non-chronological report based on their chosen European country. 

 

 

 

 

 Themed Half Term: What a wonderful world. 

Spring 1 2019 Rainforest Themed Half Term 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 
KIRF targets (key instant recall facts) will be the key priority this half term. We will be revisiting the four operations: addition, 

subtraction, multiplication and division in our daily KIRFs practise. We will be learning about fractions this half term. The children will 

revisit finding a half, a third and a quarter of an amount. Following this, the children will count up and down in tenths; recognise that tenths 

arise from dividing an object into 10 equal parts and in dividing one-digit numbers or quantities by 10. They will recognise and find fractions 

of numbers. Following this, Year 3 will compare and order fractions. Next, we will be adding and subtracting fractions and will solve 

problems involving fractions. 

 

 
 

Art-Collage 
Year 3 will be learning about the artist Pier Mondrian and linking this with maths. The children will be looking at his work and identifying 

what shapes and types of lines are used in his art work. They will use his work as a source of inspiration for creating their own collage. The 

children will draft a first attempt and reflect on their work before creating their final piece of art work. 
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Homework 

Homework  

At St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School we consider that strong school-parent links are an essential part of ensuring our pupils 

achieve their potential. It would be extremely beneficial for you to:  

 Listen to them read regularly and question them about what they are reading.  

 Any homework/spellings/KIRFs/targets your child may receive.  

 Go on to Mathletics, spelling shed and reading eggs to complete the weekly challenges.  

 Each half term there is a homework grid on our class page that you can access at your own leisure throughout the half term. 

The tasks link to all our curriculum areas so it would be beneficial for your child to complete all the challenges before the end 

of the half term. Please send work in to school with your child.  

 Basic computer skills if possible.  
Homework policy is available on the school website. 

Ways to Help Your Child 
Please ensure that you listen to your child reading their school reading book and write each time you listen in their homework diaries; 

listening to your child will improve their reading ability compared to leaving them to read alone. In addition, your child will have an advantage in 

English if YOU read a book to them regularly. The benefits for children hearing stories read aloud are significant and it's a lovely way to 

end the day! 

PSHE- Recognising feelings 
This half-term the focus is on ‘wellbeing and recognising our own feelings’. Children will discuss the importance of sharing our emotions and 

feelings. We will revisit who we can talk to for support. We will be exploring a range of feelings and learn how to manage some feelings in a 

positive and effective way. We will be continuing with daily wellbeing check ins.  
 

 

PE 
Each week Year 3 will have PE sessions with PE Partner and myself.  They will focus on learning different skills each week. This half-term the 

children will practise the skills of running and jumping to gain momentum. Whilst playing tennis, they will follow the rules of the game and 

develop the skills of striking a ball using forehand and backhand. Year 3 will also develop their skills of controlling and dribbling a hockey ball. 

Year 3 will continue to develop their listening skills and understand the importance of playing fairly and team work. 

 

 

Music 
This half term the children will be building on exisiting skills they have learned so far and will develop their musical vocabulary. They will use 

the following terms: duration, timbre, pitch, beat, temp, texture and use of silence to describe music. We will be looking at pieces of music 

from well-known classical artists and the children will evaluate music using musical vocabulary to explain likes and dislikes. 

 

MFL 

This half term the children will be building on exisiting skills they have learned so far. The children will be practising counting in French. 

They will read a range of basic phrases and use google translate to support their learning. We will be playing lots of speaking and listening 

games to build our confidence and fluency to recall key vocabulary about the weather, shopping likes and dislikes 


