
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Half Term Overview Planner 

Year Group:  5                                                       Spring 2 2020-2021    Teacher: Miss Waite 

   Theme: Exploring the Mayans  
 

 

 Week 1 
w/c 22nd February  

Training Day 

Remote Home Learning 

Week 2 
w/c 1st March 

Remote Home Learning 

Week 3 
w/c 8th March 

Week 4 
w/c 15th March 

Week 5 
w/c 22nd March 

Assessment Week 

Week 6 
w/c 29th March 

 

RE  
Reconciliation 

 
Big Concept: 

Forgiveness 

 

 
Burn2Learn opportunities 

interweaved throughout 

Have the opportunity 

to reflect on wrong 

choices and the 

consequences of our 

actions 

 

L.O. To reflect on the 

impact of wrong 

choices. 

 

Core skill applied: 

adverbials for 

cohesion. 

Have the opportunity to 

reflect on wrong 

choices and the 

consequences of our 

actions 

 

LO Reflect on 

consequences of our 

actions. 

Have the opportunity 

to know what sin is 

and what it means to 

be truly sorry for our 

sins. 

 

L.O. Know what sin is. 

 

Linking to Other 

Faiths: Islam 

pilgrimage (Hajj) 

 

English core skill 

applied: reading 

comprehension skills – 

inference 

 

Mother’s Day themed 

collective worship 

Have the opportunity 

to know and 

understand the story 

of the Lost Son 

 

L.O.  Give reasons for 

the actions of the 

people in the parable 

of The Lost Son. 

English core skill 

applied: diary entry in 

role as one of the 

characters. Focus on 

variety of sentence 

structures. 

 

St Joseph’s Day 

themed collective 

worship 

Have the opportunity 

to know and 

understand the story 

of the Lost Son 

 

L.O: Make links 

between the story of 

the Lost Son and 

beliefs about 

reconciliation. 

Maths core skills 

applied: Venn diagram 

to compare 

 

English core skill 

applied: adverbials for 

cohesion, commas for 

fronted adverbials 

 

 

Have an opportunity to 

understand the 

importance of the 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation & know 

what happens during 

Reconciliation. 

 

L.O. Show 

understanding of the 

importance of the 

Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. 

English core skill 

applied: 

comprehension skills 

and P.E.E responses. 

English  
Class Text: The Explorer 

 

Big Concept: Key Core 

Objectives 

 

Burn2Learn opportunities 

interweaved throughout 

Revision of sentence 

structures: simple and 

compound 

Identifying 

subordinate clauses 

Writing complex 

sentences 

Using a variety of 

sentence structures 

To revise commas for 

fronted adverbials 

To use inverted commas 

to show speech. 

To edit and improve 

punctuation in speech. 

To punctuate speech 

correctly. 

Essential Objective: To 

analyse writing.  

Milestone 2: To use 

sentences appropriately. 

Vocabulary work – worthy 

word wall & word web. 

To analyse the 

effectiveness of a 

variety of sentence 

structures. 

Milestone 3: To write 

cohesively at length. 

To plan, draft, write, edit 

and improve. 

 

Applying writing skills in 

context of a letter 

Writing at length 

Following approach: plan, 

write, edit and improve. 

Assessment Week Essential Objective: To 

analyse writing. To use 

imaginative description. 

Milestone 3: To create 

vivid images using 

figurative language. 

Analyse the effectiveness 

of figurative language 

used 



SPAG: To learn new 

spelling patterns.  

To edit and improve 

sentence structures. 

 

To maintain reading 

comprehension skills. 

Fact retrieval, skim and 

scan and inference 

To edit and improve 

figurative language 

 

Maths 
 

Big Concept: Key Core 

Objectives & Fractions 

 

Burn2Learn opportunities 

interweaved throughout 

Milestone 3: To use 

written methods for 

addition. 

Milestone 3: To use 

written methods for 

subtraction. 

L.O: To add and 

subtract 2 and 3 digit 

numbers mentally. 

(KIRF target revision) 

To revise column 

addition. 

To revise column 

subtraction. 

To solve multi-step 

addition and 

subtraction problems. 

Milestone 3: To use 

multiplication and division 

facts. 

L.O: To multiply numbers 

by 10, 100 and 1000. 

To divide numbers by 10, 

100 and 1000. 

To multiply and divide 

numbers by 10, 100 and 

1000, including decimals. 

To  

To use fractions.  

Equivalent Fractions 

focus week! 

Y4 recap: What is a 

fraction? 

Recognise and show, using 

diagrams, families of 

common equivalent 

fractions. 

 

Milestone 3: To identify, 

name and write 

equivalent fractions of a 

given fraction, 

represented visually, 

including tenths and 

hundredths. 

 

To use fractions. 

Y4 recap: Fractions 

greater than 1. 

 

To use fractions.  

 

To find fractions of 

amounts 

 

Milestone 3: To recognise 

mixed numbers and 

improper fractions and 

convert from one form to 

the other. 

Introduce converting 

improper fractions to 

mixed numbers and mixed 

numbers to improper 

fractions focus week 

 

  

Assessment Week  

 

Milestone 3: To recognise 

mixed numbers and 

improper fractions and 

convert from one form to 

the other. 

converting improper 

fractions to mixed 

numbers and mixed 

numbers to improper 

fractions focus week 

 

Milestone 3: To add and 

subtract fractions with 

the same denominator and 

denominators that are 

multiples of the same 

number. 

 

Adding fractions with 

same and different 

denominator  

 

Science 
Living Things and their 

Habitats 

 

Big Concept: Life Cycles 

of Living Things  
 

L.O: To develop 

subject specific 

vocabulary. 

Word search and RAG 

rate new words. 

English core skill 

applied: vocabulary in 

context written in 

sentences. 

 

 

 

Recap: 

Milestone 2: To identify 

and explain the function 

of each part of a 

flower. Burn2Learn 

(Scientific diagram with 

labels).  

Research task to 

identify the plants in 

North and South 

America, rainforest 

plants. Links to 

Geography – Computing 

skills applied. 

 

Milestone 3: Explain 

the classification of 

living things into broad 

groups according to 

common, observable 

characteristics and 

based on similarities 

and differences, 

including plants, 

animals (broken down 

further) and micro-

organisms.  

Burn2Learn – finding a 

range of living things 

and then classifying 

Milestone 3: To 

describe the life cycles 

common to a variety of 

animals, including 

humans, and a variety 

of plants. 

Describe and compare 

life cycles of living 

things. 

Applying Computing 

skills on iPads. Animals 

from Americas/Mexico 

 

To describe the 

differences in life 

Assessment Week 

-Nature Walk (topic 

links) 

KPI: record data and 

results. 

KPI: plan an enquiry to 

answer a Q.  

Class to go on a walk 

around the woodland 

area and possibly out 

on cycle path. Journey 

to explore the wildlife 

and living things around 

our environment. (plan 

the walk, predict what 

To describe the 

environmental 

characteristics of an 

animal’s natural 

habitat. (Animal from 

North/South America 

/ Mexico) 

English core skill 

applied: writing a non-

chronological report. 

Adverbials for 

cohesion, commas for 

fronted adverbials. 

 
 



into groups. E.g. 

mammal, insect, bird, 

plant, amphibian, etc. 

Maths core skill 

applied – using specific 

tables, Carol diagram.  

cycles between a 

mammal, insect, 

amphibian and bird. 

Burn2Learn 

English core skill 

applied: Variety of 

sentence structures 

and adverbials for 

cohesion 

you’ll see etc.) Links to 

Geography – if your 

walk was in a country in 

North/South America 

/ Mexico what do you 

think it would have 

been like? 

English core skill 

applied: Variety of 

sentence structures & 

prepositional language 

to add detail. 

Computing 
 

Big Concept: Application 

across the curriculum 
 
Online safety is taught 

explicitly and 

embedded throughout 

all computing lessons. 

  Objectives to be covered across the curriculum: 

 

 Milestone 3: Combine the use of pens with movement to create interesting effects. 

 Milestone 3: Change the positions of objects between layers (send to back, bring to front 

 Milestone 3: Use many of the advanced features in order to create high-quality, professional or 

efficient communications. 

A range of apps will be used: Keynote, Book creator, iMovie etc. 

History  
Explorers – Mayans  

 

Big Concept: diversity of 

the past 

Milestone 3: To 

understand the 

concepts of continuity 

and change over time, 

representing them, 

along with evidence, on 

a timeline. 

L.O: To represent 

events accurately on a 

timeline. 

Burn2Learn – find 

events. 

Making sure that 

events are spaced 

apart accurately.  

Maths core skill 

applied: challenge to 

apply addition and 

subtraction in context. 

 Milestone 3: To 

describe the social, 

ethnic, cultural, or 

religious diversity of 

past society. 

L.O: To understand 

the religious beliefs 

of the Mayans. 

Study of Mayan Gods. 

English core skills 

applied: reading 

comprehension skills in 

context 

 

 

Milestone 3: To 

describe the social, 

ethnic, cultural, or 

religious diversity of 

past society. 

L.O: to understand the 

cultural and spiritual 

significance of the 

Maya game ‘Pok-a-tok’. 

Burn2Learn 

Maths core skills 

applied: area and 

perimeter linked to 

Pok-a-tok court. 

 

English core skills 

applied: instructions to 

play the game – time 

conjunctions, fronted 

Milestone 3: To 

describe the social, 

ethnic, cultural, or 

religious diversity of 

past society. 

L.O: to understand the 

design of Mayan cities 

and social order within 

them. 

English core skills 

applied: complex 

sentences using 

subordinating 

conjunctions  

L.O: To explore the 

Ancient Maya 

architecture and learn 

about the significance 

and importance of 

Chichen Itza. 

 

English core skills 

applied: reading – 

information retrieval, 

P.E.E responses 



Differences between 

lengths of time etc. 

adverbials and modal 

verbs. 

Geography 
Explorers – Maya 

Civilisation  

 
Big Concept: where the 

Mayans lived  

 L.O: To understand who 

the Mayan people were 

and where they lived. 

(Atlas skills) 

English core skill 

applied: reading 

comprehension: 

inference 

    

Art  

 

 

Draw a Mayan temple. 

 

Following tutorial     

DT 
Mayan Masks 

 
Big Concept: taking 

inspiration from design 

throughout history. 

 

 
 

 

 

  Milestone 3: L.O: To 

develop design 

criteria.  

Evaluating designs of 

existing Mayan masks. 
English core skill 

applied: P.E.E response, 

sentence structure  

BEE Zone activity 

included. 

Maths core skill applied: 

use of shapes, naming 

shapes. 

 

Milestone 3: L.O: To 

take inspiration from 

design throughout 

history. 
Planning own mask 

inspired by Mayan 

culture. 

Maths core skill applied: 

use of shapes, naming 

shapes. 

English core skill applied: 

BEE Zone activity 

included. 

 

Milestone 3: L.O: To 

take inspiration from 

design throughout 

history. L.O: To ensure 

products have a high 

quality finish, using art 

skills where 

appropriate. 
Creating mask 

Maths core skill applied: 

use of shapes, naming 

shapes. 

 

Milestone 3: L.O: To 

evaluate ideas and 

products against their 

own design criteria and 

consider the views of 

others to improve their 

work. 
Self-evaluation of masks 

and peer-assessment.  

English core skill applied: 

P.E.E response, sentence 

structure, use of complex 

sentences 

BEE Zone activity 

included. 

Music 

 
Big Concept: Rhythms 

and musical terms 

 

Burn2Learn opportunities 

interweaved throughout 

 

  The following objectives will be covered during these weeks linked to Mayan topic 

 listening to different genres of music and identifying the instruments used within the song 

 how to use body percussion and how to confidently perform using crotchets, minims, quavers 

and sometimes more complex rhythms!  

 Compose our own ostinato rhythms and practice keeping a steady pulse by following 

different graphic scores and learning different chants and action activities.  

 compose our own graphic scores using body percussion 

MFL 

 
Big Concept: vocabulary  

 

Burn2Learn opportunities 

interweaved throughout 

  Milestone 3: To use dictionaries and glossaries 

to check words. 

Vocabulary development – word search etc. 

Spelling test of new vocabulary and spelling 

aerobics B2L 

Milestone 3: To read and understand the main 

points and some of the detail in short written 

texts to convey meaning. Use dictionaries and 

glossaries to check words. 

Translating French sentences to English 

Writing own sentences including sentences.  



English core skill being applied: Bee Zone activities, 

writing in full sentences 

PE 

 
Big Concept: Swimming 

strokes and correct 

breathing. 

Focus: Physical 

Skill Area: Control 

L.O: To alternate between 

long shot and short shot. 

 

L.O: To keep our bodies 

and minds fit and active. 

Focus: Manipulation  

Skill Area: Passing 

L.O: To perform a range of 

passes to others in 

different positions.  

 

L.O: To keep our bodies 

and minds fit and active. 

Y5 Swimming at Wetherby Leisure Centre – every Thursday morning. Milestone 3: Swim over 100m unaided. Use 

breast stroke, front crawl and back crawl, ensuring that breathing is correct so as to not interrupt the pattern 

of swimming. Swim fluently with controlled strokes. Turn effectively at the end of the length. Children must be 

able to swim 25m unaided without touching the floor of the swimming pool. Assessment based on Silver/Gold 

programme to be done by KR/FW to inform swimming teachers the children that need intervention in lessons. 
Focus: Manipulation  

Skill Area: Passing 

L.O: To understand 

passing for retention and 

passing for attack. 

Focus: Cognitive 

Skill Area: Anticipation 

L.O: To understand how to 

anticipate and perform an 

interception. 

Focus: Manipulation 

Skill Area: Shooting 

L.O: To hit a moving 

target with a dodgeball 

from 3m away. 

Focus: Physical 

Skill Area: Physical 

Processing 

L.O: To react quickly to a 

number of moving objects. 

PSHE 
Relationship and Sex 

Education (RSE) 

 

Big Concept: Mental 

Wellbeing and physical 

and emotional changes as 

we mature  

Continued wellbeing check 

ins PSHE personalised. 

 

Lockdown project to 

promote mental health 

and positive mindset 

Continued wellbeing check 

ins PSHE personalised. 

 

Lockdown project to 

promote mental health and 

positive mindset 

 

PSHE will revolve around children’s mental health and wellbeing and only when they are ready will the RSE 

programme begin. 

 

RSE Session 1 – Everyone is special and created in God’s image.  

Book – Angel in the Waters by Regina Doman. 

Using pictures of children when younger to discuss changes that have already happened. 

 

RSE Session 2 – Moving to maturity 

Discussing physical and emotional changes that take place as they move to maturity and go through puberty 

Links to the Sacraments and how these often coincide with natural stages in life.  

 

Planned Days, Trips 

or Workshops 

      

 


