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Rationale, Vision & Ethos: 

At St. Joseph’s we strongly believe that all children are individuals and are entitled to 

receive the best quality learning experience. We are committed to ensuring that all 

children irrespective of disability or learning difficulty are able to access appropriate 

inclusive and differentiated teaching approaches. The inclusive ethos throughout St. 

Joseph’s means that all children are respected and included, regardless of any 

additional needs they may have. 

At St. Joseph’s we are proud to be a Dyslexia Friendly school and recognise the 

strengths of pupils with dyslexia. Being a Dyslexia Friendly school not only helps us to 

meet the needs of dyslexic pupils, but also the need of pupils who have delayed 

literacy skills. Indeed evidence suggests that all children who are taught using 

Dyslexia Friendly methods are able to benefit when dyslexia friendly methods are 

adopted throughout school. We recognise that a child’s self-esteem and confidence 

goes hand in hand with successful learning and therefore our children are made aware 

of dyslexia and positive role models are discussed and displayed around school. 

 

What is Dyslexia? 

In June 2009, Sir Jim Rose published his report on dyslexia to the Secretary of State 

for Education. The report set out guidelines to support schools in identifying and 

teaching children and young people with dyslexia and literacy difficulties.   

Rose summarised dyslexia as follows: 

 Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that primarily affects the skills involved in 

accurate and fluent word reading and spelling. 

 Characteristic   features   of   dyslexia   are   difficulties   in   phonological 

awareness, verbal memory and verbal processing speed. 

 Dyslexia occurs across the range of intellectual abilities.  

 It is best thought of as a continuum, not a distinct category, and there are no 

clear cut-off points. 

 Co-occurring difficulties may be seen in aspects of language, motor co- 

ordination, mental calculation, concentration and personal organisation, but 

these are not, by themselves, markers of dyslexia. 

 

A good indication of the severity and persistence of dyslexic difficulties can be gained 

by examining how the individual responds or has responded to well-founded 

intervention.   

Not all children with literacy difficulties will be identified as dyslexic. The term 

‘dyslexia’ is applied, following an assessment by a suitably qualified 

professional. In this policy we use a broader term SpLD (Specific Learning 

Difficulty) to encompass a spectrum of needs which may or may not be later 

identified as dyslexia. 

 



St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School, Wetherby: Dyslexia Policy 

3 
 

Early Assessment / Identification of Dyslexic Traits: 

The school’s policy for assessment and identification of children’s special needs is set 

out in the SEN policy. It is the class teacher’s responsibility, in liaison with the SENCO 

to raise any concerns regarding possible early signs of dyslexia. Preliminary 

assessments using the Dyslexia Screening Portfolio can then be undertaken. Parents 

and carers also need to be informed of the difficulties that their child is encountering. 

Assessment and identification may include background information, pupil interview, 

classroom observation, meetings with parents and carers and the use of the Primary 

School Dyselxia Checklist. Any resulting action that is taken is guided by the school’s 

universal offer of SEN, the SEN Code of Practice 2015 and school resources. It may 

include all or some of the following:   

 Appropriate differentiated planning by the class teacher. 

 Specific targeted interventions – these will be detailed in the Provision Map.  

 Support from a Teaching Assistant, under the guidance of the class teacher.  

 Regular reviews to determine progress and evaluate effectiveness of support.  

 Consultation with pupils to determine effective methods of learning, teaching 

and assessment for each individual.  

 

How do we support children with specific literacy difficulties? 

 

The Role of the Class Teacher: 

 To provide a Quality First teaching environment which incorporates techniques 

and strategies recommended for the teaching of pupils with SpLD. 

 To choose appropriate learning objectives which challenge and support all 

pupils. 

 To manage access strategies and vary teaching styles to support the unique 

learning profile of each child. 

 To work with parents to keep them informed of the strategies and approaches 

being used.  

 To liaise with colleagues, e.g. SENCOs and external professionals to ensure 

that practice and provision is appropriate.  

 To work in partnership with parents.  
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The Role of the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo): 

 To co-ordinate provision for children with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND), including those with SpLD. 

 To advise on curriculum access to quality first teaching and remove barriers to 

learning. 

 To monitor and evaluate progress of children with SpLD, ensuring appropriate 

interventions are in place if required. 

 To work in partnership with parents. 

 To remain up to date in current approaches to support children with SpLD and 

contribute to staff training. 

 To identify children who may meet the criteria for additional funding. 

 To work with outside agencies as appropriate. 

 To oversee adequate provision of resources for children with SpLD based on 

need and curriculum access. 

 To monitor effective teaching and learning for children with SEND, including 

SpLD, with the Senior Leadership Team. 

 To  ensure  teaching  and  non-teaching  staff  have  access  to  good  quality 

training to support their understanding of specific learning difficulties. 

 

 

The Role of the Head teacher:   

 To promote a positive ethos of inclusion within the school and community. 

 To keep the Governing Body fully informed and work closely with the school's 

SENCo and their team.  

 

 

How do we support our children at St. Joseph’s? 

 

Quality First Teaching: 

Within our quality first teaching we use a variety of teaching styles and strategies to 

support all of our pupils which also support any children with dyslexia or a dyslexic 

profile. We aim for our classrooms to be dyslexia friendly with simple yet effective 

consideration given to general provision. Furthermore, to increase confidence and 

enjoyment for a dyslexic child, we employ a range of methods and additional 

classroom practice which are included below. Please note this list is not exhaustive: 

 Exploring a wide range of recording styles for children. 

 Use of ICT to remove the barriers associated with the written recording of 

ideas. 

 Use of ICT to help develop phonic and reading knowledge, such as specific 

dyslexia centred software e.g. Nessy. 

 Use of pictorial cues. 
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 Use of visual timetables. 

 The use of our marking policy which includes symbols alongside/in place of 

the written word. 

 Numbered and coloured bullet points for easy information retrieval. 

 Dyslexia friendly font. 

 Using a minimum of 1.5 spacing. 

 Clear approaches to all subjects with a rich stimulus to hook the children in. 

 Use of reading books that are at an age-appropriate interest level, whilst 

being at the correct reading level for the individual child.  

 Organising reading buddies. 

 Printing off information for the dyslexic child, rather than expect them to 

copy/search for information from the whiteboard. 

 Use of speed-reading techniques to improve reading fluency and word 

recognition.   

 A multi-sensory approach to engage children and increase enjoyment of 

learning. 

 Appropriate seating arrangements to support viewing the board, academic 

ability and peer relationships. 

 Clearly labelled resources which use pictures and symbols as well as words. 

 Colour tinted backgrounds on the interactive whiteboards. 

 Coloured paper for worksheets, letters and information. 

 A range of dyslexia friendly resources ready at hand in ‘dyslexia friendly toolkits’ 

 Interactive working walls which include word lists and topic vocabulary, 

photographs and pictures. 

 Coloured overlays. 

 

Partnership with Parents: 

Parental support is key to helping a child overcome any dyslexic barriers. We 

encourage parents and carers to share their concerns and any anxieties they may 

have regarding their child’s academic progress with their child’s class teacher and 

make contact with the school SENCO. We welcome information parents and carers 

have regarding their child.    

We share information with parents about the measures that are being taken to address 

the child’s difficulties and ensure that parents understand the system in place in school 

to support their child (the 2015 Code of Practice, role of staff, support services and 

funding system).    

We ensure that parents are involved in the target‐setting process and the review of 

the targets set. Parents are given strategies to help their child at home, and parents 

are always welcome to discuss any concerns they may have. 
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The Role of the Local Authority Local Authority:  

Advisors have a key role to play in supporting schools in their provision for children 
and young people with SpLD. This includes staff training, advice around appropriate 
provision and developing capacity within schools.   

If a child meets the criteria for involvement from our advisory service, school may 
request an individual consultation.  When a child has a more complex profile of needs, 
he/she may be seen by an Educational Psychologist. 

 

Private Assessment: 

Parents may choose to have a private dyslexia assessment that may result in an 
identification of dyslexia along with recommendations for intervention. These 
recommendations can be discussed in school. Many of these recommendations may 
already be in place in our classrooms through inclusive differentiated classroom 
teaching and evidence based interventions and we would strive to meet the needs of 
all learners. The school cannot always follow specific recommendations.  

 

Funding: 

Identification of dyslexia does not attract additional funding through the local authority 
or through the school. School may be able to obtain top-up funding through Funding 
for Inclusion if the child meets the criteria.   

 

Leadership in School: 

The school lead for Dyslexia is the SENCO, Mrs. Keane, and she is in school to 

address any questions or concerns parents may have. Dyslexia Friendly teaching is a 

termly staff meeting agenda item and the SENCO reports to SLT termly. The Head 

teacher provides termly updates regarding the school’s SEN offer and Dyslexia 

provision as part of the Head teacher’s report to Governors.    

The school SEN Governor, Mrs. Wellborn, is responsible for overseeing the strategic 

development of SEN and works in close partnership with the SENCO and SLT. As and 

when other school leaders review their policies, it is expected that the commitment to, 

and arrangements for, dyslexia friendly approaches is included in any reviews.  


