
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School 

Whole School Approach to Teaching Reading  

 

Our approach to teaching Reading: 

 daily phonics lessons in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 

 specific spelling rules in Key Stage 2 

 guided-reading sessions 

 carefully selected rich text linked to topics 

 vocabulary is discussed, developed and applied across all subjects 

 colour coding is used to support comprehension and understanding  

 reading books (specific school reading book and a book to read for pleasure) 

 reading challenge  

 cross-curricular, wider reading activities  

Further Explanation Behind the 

Approach 

The programme Sounds Write is used daily to teach 

phonics lessons across Foundation Stage and Key 

Stage 1. This is used to enable children to successfully decode words using synthetic phonics. As the 

children move into Key Stage 2, spelling is then taught and assessed through the learning of specific 

spelling rules and application of their understanding of phonics. 

In Foundation Stage 2 and Key Stage 1, small group guided reading sessions takes place to support 

children to learn to read and to develop their comprehension skills. In Key Stage 2, through whole class 

guided reading sessions, children are explicitly taught the skills needed to be successful readers, such as 

inferring, predicting and summarising. This is done through a range of activities, including answering 

different types of questions, writing tasks, discussion and drama. 

Rich class texts are chosen each half term to expose children to a variety of text types and to promote 

reading for enjoyment. These are linked to half termly class themes and children’s interests. Vocabulary 

has a huge place in the curriculum and every opportunity is taken across lessons to develop this, for 

example, ‘Worthy Word Walls’ are used in every classroom. Colour coding is used to support 

comprehension right from Foundation Stage up to UKS2, e.g. “who, what, where, when, why, tell me more”.  

Children are provided with reading books which are appropriate to their ability. This includes a school 

reading book as well as a free choice book based on the children’s interests. We encourage all children to 

read regularly (including a variety of text types, e.g. newspapers, magazines, leaflets, fictional books etc.) 

and each class supports this through a reading challenge. This is a reward based strategy to support 

children to read for pleasure, develop reading skills and become life-long readers.  

Throughout the curriculum, the children are provided with ample opportunities to participate in cross-

curricular, wider reading activities. This allows the children to deepen their understanding and 

knowledge of the subject and topic they are learning about and develop their vocabulary whilst also 

applying reading skills and providing a context to the importance of reading.  

All learning will be differentiated to suit the individual needs of children. This includes specific differentiation 
linked to the specific science task as well as considering the need to differentiate within science lessons 
linked to other areas of need: e.g. coloured overlays when reading instructions if a child has visual stress. 
This provision will be clear in books and work samples. 
 


