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26th February 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Arrangements for 8th March 2021  

Following the Government’s announcement and roadmap out of the current lockdown, we know that 

all of our pupils will return to school from Monday 8th March 2021 which is great news! We are looking 

forward to welcoming all of our pupils back in just over a week’s time! They have all worked incredibly 

hard over the past 7 weeks, responding to the challenges that have been set through our home 

learning platforms and we are very proud of our pupil engagement which has been 99% across 

school. Our chatterbox sessions have been a real success and have on average had 95% attendance 

each week which is absolutely fantastic! Thank you to everybody for such a fantastic team effort! 

I thought it would be helpful to share some useful information and reminders with you to help prepare 

for a smooth transition back into school from the 8th March.  

Parents’ Evening  

Now is the time of year when we would be holding Parents’ Evening. This will be held remotely 

towards the end of this term and we are currently in the process of finalising the arrangements for 

this. We will share this with you as soon as possible. 

Bubbles 

We will continue to remain in our bubbles in school which will be formed to keep children together in 

groups, help minimise risk and help with track and tracing in the event of a positive Covid-19 test 

result. These ‘social bubbles’ will be made up of classes who share facilities and staff. Our bubbles 

will be made up of the following: EYFS Bubble (FS1 & FS2), KS1 Bubble (Y1 & Y2), LKS2 Bubble (Y3 

& Y4), UKS2 Bubble (Y5 & Y6). 

Drop Off and Collection 

We will continue with the drop off and collection arrangements that were in place during the autumn 

term. It is important that only 1 adult comes to school to drop off your child and that all adults wear 

face coverings at all times during drop off and collection.  

We will continue with our flexible drop off time slots: 

 Between 8:30am-8:45am free flow EYFS & KS1  

 Between 8:45am-9:00am free flow KS2 – please do not arrive before 8:45am 

This allows a 15-minute window for you to drop off your child/children at school. It would help us 

enormously if you have only one child or children within the EYFS or KS1 year groups, to drop off 

closer to 8:30am. If you have children also in the KS2 classes, please come closer to the 8:45am drop 

off. If you have children only in KS2 classes, please drop your child off at school closer to 9am. There 

will be a one-way system in place and 2m markings on the path within the school grounds. 

Please adhere to these systems at all times. 
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Collection arrangements: the process will remain the same, but we have slightly altered the timings.  

 EYFS Collection time 3:05pm  

 Y1 & Y2 Collection time is 3:10pm  

 Y3 & Y4 Collection time is 3:15pm  

 Y5 & Y6 Collection time is 3:20pm  

Please arrive promptly to collect your child and please note, that we may need to move aside 

(including taking the children back into the school grounds) once the time slot has passed to allow the 

next bubble to leave the school grounds and to keep everybody moving. 

The school building remains closed to all visitors including parents and carers. There will be 

clearly designated drop off and collections areas on entry to the school grounds. Staff members will 

be waiting to collect their group in the morning and will bring their group out at the end of the school 

day. We would ask that you support us at drop off and collection times by ensuring you do not 

congregate with other parents and you practice strict social distancing and wait only in the 

designated areas. Staff will be on hand to help if you are unsure at any point. 

School Uniform 

We appreciate that from the 8th March, there are only four more weeks before we move into the 

optional summer uniform. We also understand that some children may have grown out of their winter 

uniform and so buying new for four weeks makes no sense. Therefore, we are offering two options:   

1) Children are welcome to wear either winter or summer uniform in school from 8th March this year.  

2) We also have a huge amount of very good quality second hand school uniform available in school. 

Please contact the school office if you would like to take any items from our stock.   

Please ensure your children come to school in smart black school shoes. 

We are continuing to ask pupils to come to school in their PE kits on the days that they have PE – this 

information is available on the class half termly newsletters. If your child is attending an after school 

sports club, they should come to school in their school uniform (unless it is their PE day) with the after 

school sports clothes in a draw string bag.  

Children must not bring rucksacks into school. We do not have the facilities to store these safely in 

school. Reading book bags and draw string bags are permitted.  

Reading Books 

Children should bring their reading books into school as usual. We have a quarantine system in 

school to allow these to move between home and school safely. Please continue to encourage and 

support daily reading at home.  

What if my child/or another child in school becomes ill? 

In cases of any common illnesses such as sickness, you should continue to follow the usual Public 

Health England (PHE) guidelines and keep your child off school as per the guidance. In all cases of 

symptoms associated with Covid-19, it is essential that you follow the procedures outlined in appendix 

1. In summary, it is important that you do not send your child to school if they or any member of 

your household shows any symptoms that could be linked to Coronavirus. The government 

have issued very clear instructions on this. Should symptoms occur, you must self isolate and arrange 

a test. If your child shows symptoms, they must be kept off school and a Covid-19 test must be 

arranged. School must be informed of symptoms immediately. Your child and your household must 
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 self-isolate until you receive the results. In the event of a negative result, your child can return to 

school. We must see a copy of the negative test result before your child can return to school. In 

the event of a positive result, the child must self-isolate for 10 days and all household members for 10 

days. If a household member then starts to show symptoms, they will start an additional 10 days of 

self-isolation from the day of their onset of symptoms or a positive test result if they do not show 

symptoms. Parents and carers of children within the same bubble as the child who has tested positive 

will be informed and the bubble will close for 10 days.   

If your child is going to be absent from school, please inform us by phoning the school office. If there 

isn’t anybody to take your call at the time, please leave a message.  

School Dinners 

Children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 continue to be entitled to universal free school meals. From Monday 

8th March, the hot meal option for school dinners is available in school. For WC 8th March, all parents 

will receive a form via Teachers 2 Parents (T2Ps) to choose their child’s meal choices. Following on 

from this week, KS2 pupils will go back to choosing their own meal choices in school, and Reception, 

Y1 and Y2 will receive a weekly menu choice via T2Ps. Menus are available to view on the school 

website.  

Children and/or Families with Medical Needs 

If your child or a member of your household have a specific medical condition and/or are in receipt of 

a Clinically Extremely Vulnerable (CEV) Letter and you have not already discussed this with us, 

please do make contact with the school office (either by telephone or by email) and ask for myself or 

Mrs Ward (the Deputy Head Teacher). We can discuss plans on an individual basis and work with you 

to support your child and your family.  

Medicines in School 

If your child requires medicine to be administered during the school day, a form needs completing – 

these can be requested from the school office. As outlined in the school Medicine Policy, prescribed 

medicine can be administered by a school staff member. If your child requires medicine that is not 

prescribed, this must be authorised by myself – please make arrangements to discuss this with me in 

all cases. Again, there are forms to complete for this. Full PPE must be worn by staff administering 

medicines to children.  

Appropriate Weather Preparation (Each Day) 

When the children return to school, the teachers will be providing lots of outdoor learning 

opportunities. To enable this to happen safely, it is crucial that the children have the correct skin 

protection and clothing with them, and I ask for your support with this each day. 

Prior to coming to school each morning – weather permitting, please ensure that your child has had 

sun scream applied.  Please also ensure that your child has a sun hat which is clearly labelled with 

their name and a fresh water bottle every day. 

At the other end of the weather spectrum, we ask that all children have wellies in school each day 

which will enable us to use the school fields and woodland areas in all weathers. They will also 

need a waterproof coat so that we can comfortably use all of the school grounds as part of our 

learning environment throughout the school day. 
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What alterations will there be to the Curriculum to Support with the Catch-Up Programme? 

We already have our Catch Up Programme well underway in school and during the autumn term this 

was going very well. This will continue from 8th March and includes a range of intervention, 

readdressing the key objectives within the core subjects and ensuring lots of opportunities to not only 

practise, but also embed the key knowledge and skills. These are all of course tailored to meet the 

needs of individual children, small groups and whole classes. Details of our Catch Up Programme can 

be found on the school website and it outlines how we are ensuring an ambitious and broad 

curriculum in all subjects whilst being flexible to create time to cover the most important missed 

content and address any gaps that have formed in learning. We have a whole school approach to this 

and will be working together to ensure that we maintain our personalised, broad and balanced 

curriculum, using exciting stimuli whilst learning and embedding essential core skills across all 

curriculum areas. We will be continuing with our intervention and quality first top up programmes 

across school. 

What Other Important Information Do I Need to Know? 

Unless it is essential, there will be no visitors on the school site until further notice. Where meetings 

are held in school with parents or visitors for example, all PHE guidance will be in place and adhered 

to at all times. 

Golden Book assembly will not go ahead until further notice.  

Children will have their own individual writing equipment where appropriate.  

All other resources will be shared within the class and will be cleaned frequently or quarantined for 72 

hours before being used by another bubble.  

Arrangements for Before and After School provision will be shared in a separate letter from Ruth and 

Mrs Frost.  

Each morning, one of our office members of staff, either Mrs Bailey or Mrs Burrows, will be at the 

entrance of school to take messages. There will also be a tray for dropping off any items or paperwork 

for the office. During the school day, there may be times where you need to drop something off at 

school. In these instances, please leave items in the tray outside the reception entrance.  

Hand Hygiene 

Please also ensure you and your child have washed their hands before leaving for school. We will 
also ensure children and staff wash their hands/use hand sanitiser upon entering the school building. 
We will also ensure that hand washing is carried out frequently throughout the day and children and 
staff will wash their hands just before leaving at the end of the school day. 
 

Please support us with our plans and the health and safety measures in place by adhering to 
social distancing both inside and outside of the school gate and set this as a good example to 
your children. We are working hard to adhere to these measures in school and need your 
support with putting this into practice. Can I also ask that, as we are using the school car park 
as part of our one-way system, that you keep your children away from the cars and off the 
grass banking. This will help to keep everybody safe. Thank you in advance for your support 
with this.  
 
I would also really appreciate your support with social distancing between adults and children around 
the entrance to Millennium field where some parents congregate within close proximity of the gate into 
the field and around the car park spaces, making it very difficult for other parents and residents to 
pass by safely.  
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Should there be any further updates from the government or information that I need to share with you 

which affects these current plans, I will share these with you as soon possible via updates on our 

school website and emails via T2Ps.  

We are looking forward to welcoming all of our families back to school on the 8th March and I wish you 

all a very enjoyable final week of home learning, with our first ever World Book Day Chatterbox 

Session! How exciting!  

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. 

Yours sincerely, 

Miss L. Milivojevic 

Head Teacher  
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Appendix 1 

Dear parents/carers, 

Testing – Symptoms Covid-19 

We are looking forward to welcoming our pupils back to school and we are writing to give you further 
information in the event of any pupil or staff member developing symptoms of Covid-19. 

We must remind all families that you must not send your child into school if they develop any 
symptoms such as: 

 a high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more 

coughing episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste of smell (anosmia) 

 breathlessness 

 

Anyone with symptoms (however mild) and all household members must self-isolate and arrange a 

test. If the test comes back negative, neither you, nor members of your household, need to continue 

self-isolating. Please note: school needs to see a copy of the negative test result before your 

child can return to school. If the test comes back positive, all household members must isolate for 

10 days from when the first household member started showing symptoms (or from the day of the 

positive test result if no symptoms), as studies have shown people can be asymptomatic for up to two 

weeks. If during this period of self-isolation another family member develops symptoms, they must 

arrange a test, they must start a new period of 10-day isolation starting from the first day of their own 

symptoms or positive test result. 

If the test comes back positive, you will have already been in self-isolation at this point, and 

must continue to self-isolate as per the guidelines. it is important that you inform school 

immediately of your test results as we also have a series of procedures to follow ourselves. 

This includes the closure of bubbles.  

We continue to receive updates and we will continue to keep you updated on how these updates 

impact on school including our risk assessment and health and safety procedures.  

Thank you in advance for your continued support and understanding.  

Yours sincerely,  

Miss. L. Milivojevic (Head Teacher) 

 

 


