
World Religion Day
World Religion Day is celebrated annually on the third Sunday of January. 

The aim of World Religion Day is to promote understanding and peace between 
all religions, encouraging people to learn about other faiths and their followers. 

It was initially started by followers of the Bahá’í faith. 

Who is the Bahá’í faith?
The Bahá’í faith was founded in 1863 in 
Iran. Bahá’ís believe that:

• All religions have common features and 
that all religions should be respected. 

• All human beings are different but equal.

• There is one God who is known by 
different forms in all religions, such 
as Buddha, Moses, Jesus and Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH).

• The diversity between the religions is  
due to the way people think about god

• We all have the same rights regardless  
of our religion or creed. 
 
Keeping in line with these beliefs, the National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’ís 
of the United States announced the institution of World Religion Day in 1949 
and the first World Religion Day took place in 1950. It was decided that for one 
day a year, all religions should be celebrated and their similarities appreciated.

Since then, World Religion Day has moved on from being strictly a Bahá’í 
celebration and is now seen as a wider celebration of inter-faith harmony and 
understanding. 
 
The Aim of World Religion Day 
World Religion Day invites members of all religious groups from across the  
globe to recognise that all religions have a common spiritual goal. It aims to 
promote inter-faith understanding and harmony and unite people, regardless of 
their beliefs.
 
World Religion Day also seeks to overcome historical differences between 
religious groups. Throughout history, many conflicts and wars have been caused 
by arguments over religion and beliefs. The day aims to overcome this and 
achieve a peaceful understanding between faiths.

creed - our beliefs or faith

The Bahá’í ringstone symbol 
represents people connecting 
with God.
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World Religion Day

The Six Main Religions

The six major worldwide religions that are most widely practised are Christianity, 
Islam, Buddhism, Judaism, Hinduism and Sikhism. A common theme linking 
these religions is that they all encourage respect, equality, and kindness to others. 

Sikhism
• I am a stranger to no one and no one is a stranger to me. I am a friend to all.

Christianity
• In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you.

Hinduism
• This is the sum of duty; do not do to others what would cause pain if done to 

you.

Buddhism
• Treat not others in ways that you would find hurtful.

Judaism
• What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbour.

Islam
• Not one of you truly believes until you wish for others what you wish for 

yourself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Celebrating World Religion Day
World Religion Day is celebrated in a variety of 
ways. Many people and faith leaders will attend 
special services which focus on respecting other 
religions; celebrating their similarities and 
reflecting on the universal message of the six 
main religions: to treat each other with respect 
and understanding and show how we can come 
together to create a better world for everyone.

Did You Know...? 
Janism is an ancient Indian religion. 
Jains believe that one should treat all 
creatures in the world as one would 
like to be treated.

Did You Know...? 
Buddhists have a promise called 
the bodhisattva vow, which is the 
commitment to put others  
before oneself.

My religion is simple. My religion is kindness.  
- Dalai Lama (Buddhist spiritual leader)
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Questions
1. Which religious faith started on World Religion Day? 

 

2. Draw four lines to match up the statements about the beliefs of the Bahá’í faith. 

All human beings  
are different...

religion or creed.

We all have the same 
rights regardless of our...

the way people  
think about god.

The diversity between  
the religions is due to...

but equal.

 

3.  Explain how the beliefs of the Bahá’ís relate to World Religion Day. 

 

 

 

 

4. Find and copy a word used to describe someone’s belief or faith? 

 

5. When did the first World Religion Day take place? Tick one.

  1949
  1863
  1950
  1850

6. Fill in the missing words. 
World Religion Day invites members of all religious groups from across the  
                     to recognise that all religions have a                 spiritual goal.

World Religion Day

There is one God...

who is known by different 
names in all religions, 

such as Buddha, Moses, 
Jesus and Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH).
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World Religion Day

Questions
 7. In your own words, describe the purpose of World Religion Day. 

 

 

 

 8. Do you think World Religion Day is a positive event? Explain your answer. 
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World Religion Day

Answers
1. Which religious faith started on World Religion Day? 

The Bahá’í faith

2. Draw four lines to match up the statements about the beliefs of the Bahá’í faith. 

All human beings  
are different...

religion or creed.

We all have the same 
rights regardless of our...

the way people  
think about god.

The diversity between  
the religions is due to...

but equal.

 

3.  Explain how the beliefs of the Bahá’ís relate to World Religion Day. 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: The Bahá’ís believe that all religions have similarities 

and that all human beings are different but equal. This relates to World Religion Day 

because if everyone is treated equally, their religion should be respected. If people learn 

about and understand the different religions, and can see the similarities as well as the 

differences, then the world would be a better place.

4. Find and copy a word used to describe someone’s belief or faith?  

creed

5. When did the first World Religion Day take place? Tick one.

  1949
  1863
  1950
  1850 

6. Fill in the missing words. 
World Religion Day invites members of all religious groups from across the globe to 
recognise that all religions have a common spiritual goal.

There is one God...

who is known by different 
names in all religions, 

such as Buddha, Moses, 
Jesus and Prophet 

Muhammad (PBUH).

visit twinkl.com



World Religion Day

1. Which religious faith started on World Religion Day? 

 

2. Draw four lines t match up the statements about the beliefes of the Bahá’í faith. 

 

3.  Explain how the beliefs of the Bahá’ís relate to World Religion Day. 

  

4. Find and copy a word used to describe someone’s belief or faith? 

 

5. When did the first World Religion Day take place? Tick one.

  1949
  1863
  1950
  1850

6. Fill in the missing words. 
World Religion Day invites members of all religious groups from across the _______ to 
recognise that all religions have a __________ spiritual goal. 

 

7. In your own words, describe the purpose of World Religion Day. 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: The purpose of World Religion Day is to celebrate and 

recognise the things which are similar and different between worldwide religions.

8. Do you think World Religion Day is a positive event? Explain your answer. 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: I think World Religion Day is a positive thing because 

people can learn about other religions and if they have a better understanding of them, 

then there is more chance of people getting on better and living harmoniously.

Answers
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World Religion Day
World Religion Day is an annual event celebrated on the third Sunday in 
January. It was initiated by followers of the Bahá’í faith.

The Bahá’í faith was founded in 1863 in Iran by the prophet founder, Bahá'u'lláh. 
Bahá’ís believe in equality - that no one should be treated differently because of 
their creed (beliefs or faith), colour, age, race, gender or religion.

They also believe that despite there being 
differences, all religions have common 
values. They believe there is one God 
known by various forms in all religions, 
e.g. Buddha, Moses, Jesus and Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) and the difference 
between the religions is due to the way 
people think about God.

With the philosophy (a belief or 
attitude that guides the way one 
behaves) of the Bahá’í faith in mind, 
the National Spiritual Assembly 
of the Bahá’ís of the United States announced the institution of World 
Religion Day in 1949 and the first World Religion Day was honoured  
in 1950. 

On this day, every year, the intention was that all religions were celebrated, and 
their similarities respected and appreciated.

Subsequently, World Religion Day moved on from being strictly a Bahá’í 
celebration and is now recognised as a wider celebration of inter-faith harmony 
and understanding.

The Bahá’í ringstone symbol 
represents people connecting 
with God.

 
World Religion Day invites members of all religious groups from across 
the globe to learn about other faiths and their followers. Many people, 
including faith leaders, will attend special services which focus on promoting  
inter-faith understanding and harmony and encourage people to appreciate 
that all religions have a common spiritual goal.

What Happens on World Religion Day?
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World Religion Day

The Six Main Religions

The six most widely practised religions worldwide are Christianity, Islam, 
Buddhism, Judaism, Hinduism and Sikhism. Nearly seventy-five percent of the 
population practices one of these six religions. 

A message of peace and love towards others is at the heart of all these major 
world religions. This is called The Golden Rule. It is the belief that you should 
treat others as you would like to be treated yourself, and it is found in one form 
or another in every major religion. 

Here is what the six main religions say about kindness, respect and equality: 
 
Sikhism

• I am a stranger to no one and no one is a stranger to me. I am a friend to all.

•  Everyone is equal in God’s eyes everyone should be treated equally.

Christianity

• In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you.

•  To love God and look after one another.

Hinduism

•  This is the sum of duty; do not do to others what would cause pain if done 
to you.

•  One should not behave towards others in a way that is disagreeable to oneself. 

Buddhism

• Treat not others in ways that you would find hurtful.

•  Buddhists have a promise called the bodhisattva vow, which is the commitment 
to put others before oneself. 

Judaism

• What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbour.

•  You shall love your neighbour as yourself.

Islam

•  Not one of you truly believes until you wish for others what you wish  
for yourself.

•  Kindness is the pearl of a heart. Without it, the heart is just an empty shell.
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World Religion Day

Religion and Conflict

Sometimes deeply held beliefs can lead to clashes and throughout history many 
conflicts and wars have been initiated by disputes over religion. However, for 
many people religion can be a power for peace.

Most religions encourage forgiveness and discourage people from taking revenge 
on those who have wronged them.

World Religion Day Aims

World Religion Day seeks to overcome historical differences between religious 
groups. It focuses on respecting other religions; celebrating their similarities and 
reflecting on the universal message of the six main religions: to treat each other 
with respect and understanding and show how we can come together to create 
a better world for everyone.

My religion is simple. My religion is kindness.  
- Dalai Lama (Buddhist spiritual leader)

The Christian preacher, Dr Martin 
Luther King, publicly shared 
Jesus’ message that you should 
love everyone, including your 
enemies. He led the movement 
for black people to be given equal 
rights in the USA, without the use  
of violence.
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World Religion Day

Questions
 1. When is World Religion Day celebrated? Tick one. 

    Monthly on the third Sunday in January.  
    Annually on the second Sunday in January.  
    Annually on the third Saturday in January.  
    Annually on the third Sunday in January.

 2. Bahá’ís believe there is one God known by various forms. Give an example of one of  
these forms. 
 

 3. Find and copy a word that means the same as ‘a belief or attitude that guides the way  
one behaves’. 
 

 4. What do people attend, including faith leaders, on World Religion Day? 
 

 5. Tick true or false for the following statements.

True False

The first World Religion Day was honoured in 1950. 

World Religion Day is strictly a Bahá’í celebration.

Nearly eighty percent of the population practices one of the  
six religions.

Dr Martin Luther King was a Christian.

 6. Describe what the Golden Rule is in your own words. 

 

 

 

 7. Buddhists have a promise called the bodhisattva vow, which is the commitment to put 
others before oneself. Give an example of how someone could do this. 
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World Religion Day

 8. Why might many conflicts and wars have been caused by arguments over religion 
throughout history? 

 

 

 

 9. In your own words, describe the purpose of World Religion Day. 
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World Religion Day

Answers
 1. When is World Religion Day celebrated? Tick one. 

    Monthly on the third Sunday in January.  
    Annually on the second Sunday in January.  
    Annually on the third Saturday in January.  
    Annually on the third Sunday in January.

 2. Bahá’ís believe there is one God known by various forms. Give an example of one of  
these forms. 
Pupils’ can give an example of one of the following: Buddha, Moses, Jesus and Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH).

 3. Find and copy a word that means the same as ‘a belief or attitude that guides the way  
one behaves’. 
principles

 4. What do people attend, including faith leaders, on World Religion Day? 
Special services

 5. Tick true or false for the following statements.

True False

The first World Religion Day was honoured in 1950. 

World Religion Day is strictly a Bahá’í celebration.

Nearly eighty percent of the population practices one of the  
six religions.

Dr Martin Luther King was a Christian.

 6. Describe what the Golden Rule is in your own words. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The Golden Rule is a belief that everybody should 
be treated with respect and in a way that you would want to be treated and is 
fundamental to the six major world religions. 

 7. Buddhists have a promise called the bodhisattva vow, which is the commitment to put 
others before oneself. Give an example of how someone could do this. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: You could put someone else before yourself by... 
(accept any suitable example).
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World Religion Day

 8. Why might many conflicts and wars have been caused by arguments over religion 
throughout history? 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: Wars and conflicts have been caused by arguments over 
religion because when people have strong beliefs that differ, it can cause arguments and 
some may struggle to see things from a different point of view.

 9. In your own words, describe the purpose of World Religion Day. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The purpose of World Religion Day is to recognise the 
principles and beliefs which are similar between the different worldwide religions 
as well as celebrate their differences too. By doing this and treating each other with 
respect and understanding, it can unify people to create a better world for everyone.
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World Religion Day
The aim of World Religion Day, held annually on the third Sunday in January, 
is to promote inter-faith understanding and harmony.

World Religion Day was started by the Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’í faith. It 
was first known as being a day for World Peace Through World Religion in the 
state of Maine, United States, in 1947. By 1949, the event was being held in 
other communities in the US. In 1950, it became known as World Religion Day. 

In time, World Religion Day moved on from being strictly a Bahá’í celebration 
and is now recognised as a wider celebration of interfaith harmony and 
understanding. 

Now, on this day every year, through a variety of events held globally, people 
of every faith learn about and celebrate all religious groups, acknowledging and 
respecting their similarities.

What is the Bahá’í Faith?

• The Bahá’í faith was founded in 
1863 in Iran by the prophet founder, 
Bahá'u'lláh. 

• Bahá’ís believe in equality - that no 
one should be treated differently due to 
their creed (beliefs or faith) colour, age, 
race, gender or religion. 

• They believe there is one God known 
by different names in all religions, e.g. 
Buddha, Moses, Jesus and Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) and the diversity between the religions is due to the way 
people think about god. They also believe that all religions have a universal 
spiritual goal.

The Bahá’í ringstone symbol 
represents people connecting 
with God.

 
The six most widely practised religions worldwide are Christianity, Islam, 
Buddhism, Judaism, Hinduism and Sikhism, with nearly seventy-five percent of 
people practising one of these six religions. 

A message of peace and love towards others is the essence of all the major world 
religions. This is called The Golden Rule. It is the principle that you should treat 
others as you would like to be treated yourself, and it is found in one form or 
another in the six main religions.

The Golden Rule
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World Religion Day
The Six Main Religions

What do the six main religions say about kindness, respect and equality?

Sikhism

• I am a stranger to no one and no one is a stranger to me. I am a friend to all.

• Everyone is equal in God’s eyes everyone should be treated equally.

Christianity

• In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you.

• To love God and look after one another.

Hinduism

• This is the sum of duty; do not do to others what would cause pain if done  
to you.

• One should not behave towards others in a way that is disagreeable to oneself. 

Buddhism

• Treat not others in ways that you would find hurtful.

Judaism

• What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbour.

Islam

• Not one of you truly believes until you wish for others what you wish  
for yourself.

My religion is simple. My religion is kindness.  
- Dalai Lama (Buddhist spiritual leader)
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World Religion Day
Religion, Conflict and War 

Conflict involves a struggle between people which may be physical, often due to 
differing ideas.

Throughout history, deeply held beliefs, clashes and disagreements over 
religion have been the instigator to many conflicts and wars between different  
religious groups.

Religion and Pacifism 

Pacifism is the belief that war and violence are both unnecessary and unacceptable 
and that disputes should be settled peacefully.

For many people, religion can be a power for peace and most religions encourage 
forgiveness and discourage people from taking revenge on those who have 
wronged them.

Here’s what some of the main religions say about conflict and pacifism:

Islam: 

The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said:

“Do you know what is better than charity and fasting and prayer? It is keeping 
peace and good relations between people, as quarrels and bad feelings destroy 
mankind.” (Hadith)

Christianity:

Jesus said:

“Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44)

Christian preacher, Dr Martin 
Luther King, advocated Jesus’ 
message that you should love 
everyone, including your enemies. 
He led the movement for black 
people to be given equal rights 
in the USA, without the use  
of violence.
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World Religion Day
Hinduism: 

 
Buddhism:

“Hatred will not cease by hatred, but by love alone. This is the ancient law.”

(Dhammapada Verse 5) 
 
World Religion Day Aims

World Religion Day seeks to overcome historical differences between religious 
groups. It focuses on respecting other religions; celebrating their similarities 
and reflecting on the universal message – The Golden Rule – of the six main 
religions: to treat each other with respect and compassion and show how we 
can unify people to create a more harmonious and better world for everyone.

“I object to violence because when 
it appears to do good, the good is 
only temporary; the evil it does is 
permanent.”

(Mahatma Gandhi - one of the 
most respected spiritual and 
political Indian leaders)
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World Religion Day

Questions
 1. What is the aim of World Religion Day? 

 

 

 2. How often is World Religion Day celebrated? Tick one. 
    Once a year, on the third Saturday in January. 
    Every third Sunday throughout the year.  
    Once a year, on the third Sunday in January. 
    On the third Sunday in January every other year.

 3. Explain how the beliefs of the Bahá’ís relate to World Religion Day. 

 

 

 

 

 4.    Find and copy a word that means the same as 'worldwide'. 
 

5.      Tick true or false for the following statements.

True False

World Religion Day was started by the Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bahá’í faith.

It began in Maine, Australia.

World Religion Day is strictly a Bahá’í celebration.

The Bahá’í faith was founded in 1863 in Iran.

6.  What are the six most widely practised religions worldwide? 
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World Religion Day

7.  Explain what you understand the Muslim statement ‘Not one of you truly believes until 
you wish for others what you wish for yourself’ to mean. 

 

 

 

8.  What is the difference between pacifism and war? 

 

 

 

9.  Why might many conflicts and wars have been caused by arguments over religion 

throughout history? 

 

 

 

10.  Discuss what the benefits of World Religion Day might be. 
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World Religion Day

Answers
 1. What is the aim of World Religion Day? 

The aim of World Religion Day is to promote inter-faith understanding and harmony.

 2. How often is World Religion Day celebrated? Tick one. 
    Once a year, on the third Saturday in January. 
    Every third Sunday throughout the year.  
    Once a year, on the third Sunday in January. 
    On the third Sunday in January every other year.

 3. Explain how the beliefs of the Bahá’ís relate to World Religion Day. 
Pupils’ own responses, such as: The Bahá’ís believe that all religions have similarities 
and that all human beings are different but equal. This relates to World Religion Day 
because if everyone is treated equally, their religion should be respected. If people learn 
about and understand the different religions, and can see the similarities as well as the 
differences, then the world would be a better place.

 4.    Find and copy a word that means the same as 'worldwide'. 
globally 

5.      Tick true or false for the following statements.

True False

World Religion Day was started by the Spiritual Assembly of the 
Bahá’í faith.

It began in Maine, Australia.

World Religion Day is strictly a Bahá’í celebration.

The Bahá’í faith was founded in 1863 in Iran.

6.  What are the six most widely practised religions worldwide? 
The six most widely practised religions worldwide are Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, 
Judaism, Hinduism and Sikhism.
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World Religion Day

7.  Explain what you understand the Muslim statement ‘Not one of you truly believes until 
you wish for others what you wish for yourself’ to mean. 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: The Muslim statement means that part of being a 

Muslim is wanting the same for other people as what you want for yourself, such as 

being treated with kindness and respect.

8.  What is the difference between pacifism and war?  

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Pacifism is the belief that war and violence are 

unacceptable and conflicts should be settled in a peaceful way, whereas war is about 

settling conflicts through violence and physical means. 

9.  Why might many conflicts and wars have been caused by arguments over religion 

throughout history? 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: Wars and conflicts have been caused by arguments over 

religion because when people have strong beliefs that differ, it can cause arguments and 

some may struggle to see things from a different point of view.

10.  Discuss what the benefits of World Religion Day might be. 

Pupils’ own responses, such as: By celebrating World Religion Day, it helps people to 

have a better understanding of the similarities and differences between religions. This 

will mean that people will have better understanding and tolerance of different beliefs 

and there is more chance of everyone living peacefully and in harmony. There will also 

hopefully be fewer conflicts relating to religion. 
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